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"ERSATZ'.'GOLD. & SILVER - THE JULY MEETING
Beginning with the agonizip.g truth that Gold and

Silver are both priced out of sight, Vick Mayo unveiled
an hours worth of provocative ideas. Working with
alternate metals that give the appearance of Gold
and of Silver can be aesthetically satisfying and
yet easy on the budget.

Vick Mayo has spent considerable time and
effort working with a variety of materials; gold
colored alloys advertised in trade journals,
German silver and nickle silver. The specifics-
of handling these materials are too detailed for
this meeting report, yet, we're hopeful that Vick
can write an article or two on the subject. He
handles it well. Mayo even introduced us to the
use of welding rods as jewelry material!!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

AN EVALUATION SESSION - THE AUGUST MEETING
The August meeting will mark a return of the periodic and

popular Opal evaluation sessions. Members are invited to bring
a half dozen or so unmounted, cut and polished opals to the
meeting. We will have a supply of official AOS evaluation forms
available. Then, using the forms, each opal will be put through
the evaluation process.

It's a learning experience - and quite useful to participate
in valuing varieties of opal. Not to mention getting a chance
to see some nice material.

Be there! The next meeting ... August 14th., 1980 at
7:30 P.M.. Consult the map in the Newsletter for location
and directions.

It would be rather nice if you could remember to bring a
donated item for the raffle - held at each meeting. With good
fortune, perhaps Jim Smallwood, our Raffle Chairman, and his
wife, Pat, can be with us. Jim is still convalescing and in
good spirits.
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YOU'RE INVITED TO:
* * *AWARDS NIGHT - A SPECIAL EVENT* * *

Year after year there are a number of members who consistently
are always there working for the Society, giving unselfishly. Small
jobs, large jobs, fun jobs, drudgery - whatever, this Society has
been blessed with the volunteers that are there whenever the need
arises.

Too often, in too many Organizations, the value and apprecia-
tion goes unnoticed. We shouldn't be guilty of taking peoples
effort for granted.

So - Mark your calender!! Saturday, September 27th. at
6:30 P.M., and plan on attending the AOS AWARDS NIGHT. Through
suggestions made by Committee people, the Board and numerous
others, a list of 2S people, both past and present members,
will receive special appreciation awards.

The: event will be held at the residence of Chuck and
Florence Palas, in Downey. Consult the map for directions. It
will be held outside in the yard, so please dress casual.

There will be a buffet supper, refreshments, and good folk
gathering to have fun. It's one of those very special times!!!
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PLAN NOW TO ATTEND
. I

To plan properly for food and all the rest, we need to
know well in advance on whether you will be there. Take
just a moment and give us an R.S.V.P.. Tear off the form
below and mail it - NOW, PLEASE!!!

AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 117

ARCADIA, CA 91006

___ I plan on attending the AOS "AWARDS NIGHT" BUFFET on
September 27, 1980.
There will be ~people in my party. Guests are
we l come •

_____ I will be unable to attend the AOS "AWARDS NIGHT".

Naffie(Please print)

----.-------------------------------------------------------------
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THE JEWELRY DESIGN CONTEST- CETAILS

The first opal Jewelry Design Contest sponsored in conjuction
with the Annual Show and Seminar is set. The theme "Opal Triumvirate"
for this years event describes it all.

Contest Chairman, Jim Sgto, has released the details for the
Ne\\sletter:

1. Each entry is required to feature opal or be entirely opal.
the finished item is to fit the broad classification of
jewelry, personal adornment.

2. Entries are to be brought to the Norwalk Civic Center on
Saturday, October 11, between 8:00A.M. and 10:OOA.M ..
Entries are to be turned over to Jim Sgro in the International
Room. Each entry is to be accompanied by a fee of $1.00.
Limit entries to 3 per person. A release is to be signed
by entrants, that absolves the Society of any liability.
Entrant is responsible for his/her own insurance, though the
AOS will responsibly handle submitted material.

3. Judging will take place Saturday by votes from a five judge
panel. Results will be announced Sunday morning, October 12th ..

4. Formal presentation of awards will be made at 4:30P.M. on
Sunday, October 12th ..

5. Entrants are required to present their receipt and take
possession of entries at 5:00P.M. Sunday, October 12th ..

The awards and prizes of this AOS sponsored contest are:
Grand Prize:
First Prize:
Second Prize:
Third Prize:

$150.00
$100.00
$ 75.00
$ 50.00

Then five prizes, each for $25.00 for outstanding achievement, and
1981 AOS paid memberships for five honorable mention recipients.

Judging will be on the basis of:

OPAL: Quality, color, uniqueness, attractiveness, and
appeal.

SETTING: Execution, balance, design, and presentation.
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TO THE DISPLAY CHAIRMAN:

I wish to have a display in the 1980 Annual Show & Seminar---

I will have my own display case, dimensions being:--- ..
Height Width Debth----- ---- -----

_____ I will need an AOS display case

Additional comments: ---------------------------------------------------

NAME: --------------------------------------------------------------~--
ADDRESS: _

CITY: STATE: ZIP:------------------------- -------------------- -------------
TELEPHONE -----------------------------------------------------------

MAIL TO: KEN DESPAIN, DISPLAY CHAIRMAN
AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 117
ARCADIA, CA 91006

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Anyone wishing to have a display of opal at the Show, please
return this form as soon as possible. Limited space is available.
Thank you.



Page six.

SOMEtHlNG 'toU It> UKe: To wtrn: A6cUT·~ USE' 'T~ IS'

~~Ac:.e: !

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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