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AHH, --OCTOBER!....IT CERTAINLY WASN'T A DULL MONTH!

The crescendo of our AOS year....the month of Opal! And, of
course, of the Annual Show, Seminar linked for the very first time
with an Opal Jewelry Design Contest. It's reasonable to say that
each of them was quite successful!

Each person involved came away with their own impressions, of
course. What was undoubtedly obvious to all was the frenetic acti-
vity peaking from Show setup until sundown on Sunday, two days later.
How does one thank the many,many members who turned out giving un-
selfishly of their time toward the fine event. It all went off like
clockwork---a fine tuned timepiece. No frazzled nerves or agony--
just a helping hand and a smile.

The financial results are not all tabulated but they are ex-
pected to show a very reasonable return on the time and effort put
in. This event was more costly than any in the past. The Society
paid a considerable amount to sponsor the Opal Jewelry Design Con-
test, mostly $500 in prizes. Another added cost for this years'
event was the cost of videotaping the Seminar speakers. We now
have some superb material worth its weight in black Opal recorded
for a variety of educational uses.

The AOS also has the honor to place among its library of val-
uable records the exact presentation of a series of experts on Opal
from a myriad of viewpoints--in full video color. Now the AQGS must
organlze a means of sharing these films w1th other groups interested
in precious Opal.

From your writers viewpoint, the true highlight of the show
was the look of happiness on the faces of the prize winners in the
first AOS sponsored jewelry design contest. To craft a beautiful
piece of jewelry means so much more when a panel of experts mixed
with just plain folk tell you so. What incentive for the fourteen
winners!

Show Chairman John Hall sends his thanks in print to all the
dedlers and members who contributed to the success. Patti Dobrin,
Associate Show Chairman who was responsible for the many, many
planning details for months preceding the Show sends her very sin-
cere thanks for the fine cooperation she received at every stage.

So many vignettes and anecdotes can be recounted --- ahhh, time
and space just don't allow it. Hope everyone has recovered from
the exhaustion...

LET's look forward to 1981! A bigger and better show? How
about---as good as this one?
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THE NOVEMBER MEETING---A PRIVATE SHOWING

The November meeting will feature a program first. (What is
this, first this, first that?) Well, ladies and gentlemen--since
we are graced with some excellent and entertaining material re-
corded in beautiful full color at the Seminar, let's see some, 'k?

We can't show the entire program--unless there's a vote to
bring sleeping backs in and have a marathon film session. There
are twelve hours of material recorded. We will have the largest
screen television we can haul into the meeting room tho--and show
an hours worth of selected videotape of that speaker geographically
furthest from us---Australia. Now those many people that missed out
because their duties prevented them from attending many of the se-
minar sessions needn't miss out.

When's the next meeting? Why, November 13, 1980 at 7:30 p.m.
at the California Federal Building. Directions are shown on the
map- inside cover of this newsletter. Be sure to be there! Bring
friends (and potential new members).

WITH PRIDE--THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY CONTEST WINNERS

Grand Prize: Steven Hurley
First Prize: H.L. (Jim) Holland
Second Prize: Ron Lenius

Third Prize: Thomas Parker

Special Award: Charles Clark
Gena Bassin
Barbara Thomas
Jake Schmidt
Cyril Pierce

Honorable Mention:
Ken Almond
Marcia Rogers
Floyd Hahn
Retha Eaton
Marvin Wilson

There were 39 entries in the contest, each of which would
be a credit to any national competition. Congratulations to all!
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FROM THE AQS BOARD OF DIRECTORS...

At the October 16 Board of Directors meeting,. several items
of interest to the membership as a whole were discussed and or
decided upon. These items are recited below for your information.
Remember, the Board of the AOS meets once a month, on the third
Thusday of the month. Location may vary, howver, all members are in-
vited to attend and can 1learn of the meeting location by calling
923-4643(Downey) .

DUES: By majority vote, the Board of Directors decided to hold
the line on 1981, depite rising costs. Therefore, 1981 dues
shall be : e
Charter Members(all within driving distance of
Downey) '
New: $10.00 Initiation fee
$12.00 Dues

Renewals: $12.00 dues

Associate Members(all outside of the logical
Downey driving distance)

Dues: $6.00 for the year.

ELECTIONS: By prior Board action and ratification by the membership,
election of Officers of The American Opal Society for 1981 will

take place during the January 1981 Meeting. Nominations are to

be made beginning with the November meeting. In view of this
schedule, President Larry Dobrin appointed Ross Stambler as

Chairman of the Nominating Committee. Posts to be filled through
elective action for 1981 are: President, First Vice President,

and Second Vice President. The Board term of James Sgro will also
expire at the end of 1980. B

RESIGNATION: Larry Dobrin presented to the Board, with regrets,
the resignation of Patti Dobrin as Executive Secretary..Patti has
accepted a career opportunity that will not permit her to continue
with the AOS post. John Ballard moved and an unanimous resolution
was passed in behalf of the Board expressing grateful appreciation
to Patti for the excellent job she has done for the Society.
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It's always great to hear that one of our members has achieved
recognition for the creativity learned and expressed through pain-

staking yet pleasurable effort.

We include in this newsletter a

reprint from the Columbus(Ohio) Dispatch interviewing Member

Lee Bregenzer.

Nice work, Lee!

We quote in

part from a letter

received from Lee-""Each month when I read the news letter I cer-
tainly wish I were able to attend your meetings, they always out-

line the very interesting meetings you have'.

Thanks,Lee -- but

from all appearances your time is certainly spent in an interesting

way, too!

a

9 Years Of Learnmg
Lead ToPrize

Lee Bregenzer is jeweling his
thoughts.

He’s been working in his basement
shop for nine years, making earrings,

pendants and rings out of silver, gold,-

metal- alloys and semiprecious stones.

THIS WEEKEND, his work was
showcased at the 32nd annual Golden
Age Hobby Show at the Martin Janis
Center at the Ohio State Fairgrounds.

Bregenzer was one of four Colum-
bus artists tagged as a grand prize

winner. He had 28 pieces on display,

made out of opal and turquoise.
Others in the winner’s circle were

Daisy Linden, 81, for a stained glass

jewelry box; Gladys McAndrews, for a

hummingbird quilt; and Guy Williams®

for an intricate reproduction of the
Cincinnati-docked Delta Queen stern-
wheeler.

MORE THAN 500 senior citizens
displayed their handicrafts and art
work at the three-day affair.

The 1,350 works of art were draped

on the tables and hung on the walls.

There were quilted country scenes,
pulled rugs, stuffed animals, enamel
jewelry, wood carvings, oil and acrylic
paintings, shell dolls and china plate
paintings. And more.

It was Bregenzer’s third time in
four years to go home with medals. He
didn’t enter last year.

IT'S THE ONLY artshow he says he
enters. His reputation grows by word
of mouth. He takes orders for his
jewelry, which sells for between: $50
and $75 per piece, on the average.

jewelry equipment.

“] just get enough (orders) to keep -

me interested,”” Bregenzer said.:

“Christmas a year ago I was up to my,
ears and I threatened to give it all up.’
When it becomes work, I don’t want it.’
I had 50 years of that.” |

Bregenzer’s interest in jewelry was
accidental. He bought his first sem-
iprecious stone when he was away
from home without knowing what he
was going to do with it. He finally took
it to a local rock shop. On his second
trip back to the shop, Bregenzer said,

he walked out with $150 worth of

HE WAS ON his way." (

Now, after nine years of self- !
teaching, Bregenzer says he has mas-
tered just about all the .jeweling
techniques and does most of his own
designing.

“You sit down at a drawmg board
and you start doodling,” Bregenzer
said. *‘Maybe you don’t like it, so you
make it better

SO‘\‘[ET[MES Bregenzer said, he’llA
try to copy an age-old design fron( one
of his books.

“1 just like to make all the girls
happy,” he said with a laugh. But he
rarely sees the women wearing the
jewelry because, he says, they usually
don’t live near him.

Working with precious metals and
semiprecious stones, he said, is a
challenge. “It's an accomplishment
when you take some dirty old stone

/

and finish up with a nice piece of
jewelry,” he said.

BREGENZER SPENDS several
hours a day, several days a week on his
Jewelry. When he gets tired of jewel-
ing he walks across his basement and
sits down at his easel to paint.

“These old duffers who sit around
and can't find enough to do, I just can’t
understand it,” Bregenzer said. “I have
my jewelry and my painting and my
wife — and that'’s plenty.”




PHOENIX CHAPTER AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY

The October 16, 1980 meeting was held at the home of Jo and

Bob Griffith, 4322 North 66th Avemue, Phoenix. Members present
were Peggy and P.J., Warner, Ed Rood, Alice and Floyd Getsinger,
Blanche Katarski, Pat and Bob Collins, and Jo and Bob Griffith.

d Rood eave an account of attending the Opal Triumverate Show
in California.

President P.J. Warner moved that we withdraw from the American
Opal Society and become the Arizona Opal Society effective
December 31. Blanche Katarski seconded. The motion carried
unanimously., The secretary was requested to notify the

rizona Corporation Commission. ;
Flovd Getsinger announced that the Mineraloglcal “ociety of
Arizona will have a mineral show at the State Fairgrounds
vecemper 5-=T. .

Plans were made for a society opal display at the Arizona
State Fair to be held October 24 through November 9. Iembers
will meet at the fairgrounds Monday, October 20, at 10:00 a.m.
to prepare the display.

The November 19th meeting will be held at the home of Ray Kopman
at 2249 Tast Sells, Phoenix. Sells is one block south of
Camelback.,

Alice Getsinger
Secretary




PHOENIX CHAPTER AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
Report of the meeting held September 17, 1980C.

This meeting was held at the residence of Fred Madell, 614
East Oregon, Phoenix.

- P.J, Warner presided, and Jo Griffith announced that Barrie
OtLeary would be arriving by Continental Airlines at 2:30 p.m.
Saturday, September 27. ARl members were asked to meet the
plane and give him a rousing welcome. Barrie O'Leary, of
Austrajia, is a world famous expert on opals and author of

- "A Field Guide to Australian Opals" and other books. Jo
outlined his stay and the seminars he will conduct and stated
he would autograph books after 4:00 on “aturday, October 4.
Jo also gave a full account regarding the details of the

"All American" Opal and Phenomena Stone Show which will be
held October, 3, 4, and z§ 5 at the Rodeway Inn, Metrocenter,
10402 North Black Canyon, FPhoenix.

In view of the October show there will be no meeting of the
Phoenix Chapter in October. November 19, we will meet with
Ray XKopman at 2249 Fast Sells, Phoenix. Sells is one block
south of Camelback.

The December 18 meeting will be a Christmas party at the home
of Jo and Bob Griffith, 4322 North 66th Averme, Phoenix.

Alice Getsinger
Secretary
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