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CHANGES AT THE HELM - THE AOS ELECTION
Januarys' meeting was devoted largely to the election of
the officers that will guide the AOS during 1981.
Outgoing President Larry Dobrin conducted the election
proceedings, following the procedure adopted several years
ago.
Nominations Chairman Dr. Ross Stambler reported nominations
as received by him prior to the meeting, and nominations
from the floor were then openid.
The results of the election are:
1981 president of the American Opal Society-James Sgro
First Vice President-William ~. Judd
Second Vice President-Jim Smallwood
The one expiring term from the Board of Directors roster
was that seat occupied by Jim Sgro. He was re-elected to
the Board, unanimously.
We congratulate the new officers of the American Opal
Society for 1981 and wish them every success.
During the course of the meeting, it was also brought up
that Dr. Ross Stambler, AOS Treasurer, would like to turn
over that post to a willing volunteer. Mrs. Retha Eaton
responded as that willing volunteer - therefore, Jim Sgro's
first act within minutes of being installed as President
was to appoint Retha as the new Treasurer. Her challenge
is to match the meticulousness of the good doctor, in
shepherding AOS funds.
In conjunction with all the serious stuff, Jim Smallwood
saw to it that we had an entertaining raffle with very
good prizes.
Then - repeating an appealing additive to the meeting begun
last month, we had a weight guessing contest. No - not
of the members, Bunky! Dr. Stambler produced an attractive
piece of Brazilian rought, declaring that the member present
guessing closest to its' carat weight would become its' new
owner. Morever, this contest would be free! (Next month,
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it may cost a small AOS donation).
Loupes' were produced, the stone hefted about 150 times
and-names and- guessed weights recorded in a range of 3 to
14 carats.
When it was allover, the anonymous winner was with stone,
guessing 6.95 carats (it weighed 6.78).
Ross tells us he'll have another nice piece for the February
meeting.

PAT IS GETTING UNDERWAY •••
Pat Thomas, our new and most canable new Executive Secretary
is now organizedo She's got her records in order and is
ready to make it a responsive 1981.
To make it easier to communicate with the AOS in 1981, write
down this new address:

THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 3895
Downey, California 90242

IN MEMORIAM - PATRICIA D. DOBRIN
Patti Dobrin died December 30, 1980. She passed away less
than two months after discovery of lung cancer. Patti was
45 years old.
Funeral services were held in Arcadia, California on January 3,
1981- offidated by the Reverend Dr. James McCormick.
Internment is in Live Oak Memorial Cemetary.
Her husband Larry Dobrin gratefully expressed his heartfelt
thanks to the many nearby AOS members that provided support
and comfort. Patti was dearly loved and will be sorely
missed.
IN MEMORIAM - RUTH WILSON
Ruth Wilson passed away on January 11, 1981. She had suffered
a stroke on January 1, 1981.
Funeral services were held in Norwalk, California on January 13,
1981 at the Chapel of Memories. Burial was in the Little Lake
Cemetary, Santa Fe Springs, California.
Her husband Marv, in the midst of his mourning, we are sure is
aware that his many AOS friends share his grief and feeling of
loss.
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