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THOSE APPRAISAL SESSIONS ARE ALWAYS FUN.oswwo

Maybe because there's always such a lot of beautiful
opal around. That's the way it was at the February
meeting. From the moment that President Jim Sgro

opened the meeting, the mood was of excitement and
ant1c1pat10n. Soon, spirited discussion was going on...
looks of bewilderment (You mean its' worth that much!)...
and groups of six or seven people hunched over tables
peering at the flashing play o? color. As one might
expect, there were some incredible little beautfies
passed around.

Past President Larry Dobrin was honored at the
February meeting - presented with a gorgeous naturally
shaped and polished piece of Verde Antique with a plaque
commemorating his two terms as President of the Society.

Ross Stambler challenged us again! With a sly grin
he announced that the person guessing the closest to
true weight of an opal he had in his hand - wins it!
Straightaway, everyone in turn scrutinized, rubbed and
hefted the beauty. We feared that several carats were
lost from rubbing! Finally, a jubilant John Ballard
walked away with the 66 carat sparkler.

By the way, since we anticipate requests for the AOS
Appraisal Form from many members that could not attend
the February meetlng, we're printing a copy in the news-
letter. (See - we're always thinking of you). You may
find it possible to get together with a group of friends

~for an Opal evening. Remember, though, no doublets,
triplets, or blacks. The former throw the carat weight
off; the blacks are valued beyond the limits of the form.

A STEAMY SUBJECT. . . THE MARCH MEETING

Have you worked with steam casting? The fortunate
people that attend the March meeting will get their
rare opportunity to learn... all about steam casting.
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Know all about steam casting? Attend and hear the popular
William K.(Bill) Judd speak and present slides - entertaining
even if you know the subject.

Judd is becoming a very popular

speaker in the Southland, invited to
schools, clubs and churches regularly

as word spreads on his dynamicy interesting
manner and the learning experience tied-
into his lapidary topics. You can de-

pend on an interesting evening!

That's Mr. Judd in the photo, seated in
front of his gracious wife Della.

When? «- Why, on March 12th. Where -

we guide you via the enclosed map to

the California Federal Building. Time
is 7:30PM. There'll be a raffle, too!
And for those not on diets - donuts with
coffee and tea,

SEEMS LIKE YESTERDAY...WE ELECTROFORMED.,..

But it was Januvary, 1979...and Bill
Judd introduced attendees at the General
Meeting to Electroforming. He also was
responsible Tfor assembling an extensive
collection of descriptive material on
the subject. The A0S offered this
“"Electroforming” package to members at
cost = $5.00 for printing and mailing.
Now ~ for a limited time only - Those rumors
about postal rates, y'know - It is possible to purchase an electro-
forming package. Simply send your $5.00 check of money order made out
to the "American Opal Society", P.0. Box 3895, Downey, Ca. 90242,
Note "EF" on your check, so's we know what it's for.

We've sold quite a few of these sets so far, They're quite a
value.

CONGRATULATIONS = ~ = NEW BOARD MEMBERS!
For some time, the Board of Directors has been operating at

less than full staff. We're poud to announce appointment of
new Directors:

Give them your supporl...! Nne]
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A SALUTE TO DR. STAMBLER...

As you hand over your green eyeshade to the new Treasurer,
we gratefully offer our heartfelt . thanks for a job very well
done as Treasurer of the American Opal Society for two years. We
wish Retha Eaton, our new Treasurer every success!

TREKKED FIFTY MILES....
But I wouldn't miss my
A0S monthly! --- 'Course {n\

I paid my dues.

AOS membership is sure
a modest amount...$12.00!
for Charter Members
those within 50 mile
radius of Downey - Add
$10.00 for all new !
Charter Members. !

!
t
I
i

i
i

$6.00 for all others
(Per Family).

Send your check (or equivalent) in gold dust or opal to:

American QOpal Society
P.0.Box 3895
Downey, Ca. 90242

Please return the form below with your check for 1981 dues.

TO: AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY - P.O. Box 3895, Downey, Ca. 50242

[ ] Enclosed are my 1981 dues

[ ] I do not wish to continue my membership

DATE: SIGNATURE

ADDRESS
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PERSONALS...

Long time member Vera Crawford is recuperating nicely at home
in Santa Ana after surgery. She was in the hospital for a
week.,

We just received information that Clinton De Fields of Bellflower |
is recovering nicely after an operation.
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AMERICAN OFAL SOCIETY
APPRAISAL FORM

VALUE RATING APPRAISAL
VALUE
CATEGORY ' . " . o RATING
BASE JELLY SEMI NEAR crystaL |
COLOR OR GRAY BLACK | CRYSTAL|cpLEAR
- WHITE CLEAR
FIRE RED EREEN BLUE MULTI- |RED
COL.ORS GREEN RE GREEN | COLOR |MULTE
COLOR
VERY VERY
INTENSITY ‘LOW LOwW ‘MEDIUM|{ HIGH HIGH
APPRAISED VALUE RATING TOTAL

MARKET RATINC APPRAISED
APPEAL APPEAL
FACTOR 0.5 1 2 3 | 4 5 6 | RATING
POOR MODERATH HIGH i d

VALUE RATING

>< APPEAL RATINGI pr— CARAT PRICE
CARAT PRICE >< ‘VEIGHT !CAR.AT!} ——— TOTAL FRICE

EXPLANATION

We list three categories of characteristics. Each is divided into five factors that
“affect value. Base color is the background celor and white baze or clear jelily has

a value of }. A stone with this characteristic and value would be entered ae 1lin the
right hand column. Stones cxhibm.n; lny other color have a numerical valus for that
factor.

Fire colors refers only to the color flakes or sheets when examined undar incandes-
cent light. (Note: Flouresceat light is not recommended for evaluating opal). The
lowest value ] is used when the two color, red and green, are evident. When the
full spectum of colors is visible, it is multicolored. A fire color of § is used when
all colors are thers, but with & predominance of red.

Intensity ie the inner glow or brilliance of the play of fire. Incandescent lighting is
belpful, but to obtain a better evaluation of "'intensity) use reduced lighting.

The values of the three characteristice are entered at the right and totaled. The
total is them multiplied by the "'market rating' Market rating should include con-
sideration of shape, symetry, workmanship (scratches, symetry, bezed line, bevsl)
as well as fire pattern. Real gems will have obvicus market appeal, The total ob-
tained by multiplying appsal rating X total of the value rating chould be very near the
rstail price of opal being evalusted in dellass per carat weight.

This ecimplified Opal appraissl form is usable for $5% of the Australian Opal that is
purchased or sold by the opal public. It does zot apply te treated opal, nor doublets,
wer triplets.

HOTE: 1/2 vaiues masy bs used in the value reting acale as well as ia the market
zating scale,

Form du!gned? By The American Opal Soclsty, 3-25-71 {rev.) for the guidancs of
Opal Soclety Members.
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