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THOSE APPRAISAL SESSIONS ARE ALWAYS FUN ....••
Maybe 'because there's always such a lot of beautiful
opal around. That's the way it was at the February
meeting. From the moment that President Jim Sgro
opened the meeting, the mood was of excitement and
anticipation. Soon, spirited discussion was going on ..•
looks of bewilderment (You mean its' worth that much!) •••
and groups of six or seven people hunched over tables
peering at the flashing play of color. As one might
expect, there were some incredible little beautfies
passed around.

Past President Larry Dobrin was honored at the
February meeting - presented with a gorgeous naturally
shaped and polished piece of Verde Antique with a plaque
commemorating his two terms as President of the Society.

Ross Stambler challenged us again! With a sly grin
he announced that the person guessing the closest to
true weight of an opal he had in his hand - wins it!
Straightaway, everyone in turn scrutinized, rubbed and
hefted the beauty. We feared that several carats were
lost from rubbing! Finally, a jubilant John Ballard
walked away with the 66 carat sparkler.

By the way, since We anticipate requests for the AOS
Appraisal Form from many members that could not attend
the February meetihg, we're printing a copy in the news-
letter. (See - we're always thinking of you). You may
find it possible to get together with a group of friends

.for an Opal evening. Remember, though, no doublets,
triplets, or blacks. The former throw the carat weight
off; the blacks are valued beyond the limits of the form.

A STEAMY SUBJECT ••• THE MARCH MEETING
Have you worked with steam casting? The fortunate

Deople that attend the March meeting will get their
rare opportunity to learn ••• all about steam casting.
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Know all about steam casting? Attend and hear the popular
William K.(Bill) Judd speak and present slides - entertaining
even if you know the sub j ect ,

But it was January, 1979 •••and Bill
Judd introduced attendees at the General
Meeting to E1ectroforming. He also was
responsible for assembling an extensive
collection of descriptive material on
the subject. The AOS offered this

q'Electroforming" package to members at
cost - $5.00 for printing and mailing.

NO"\Ai - for a limited time only - Those rumors
about postal rates, y'know - It is possible to purchase an electro-
forming package. Simply send your $5~OO check of money order made out
to the "American Opal So ci.et.y ", P. O. Box 3895, Downey, Ca. 90242.
Note "EF" on your check, so's we know what it's for.

Judd is becoming a very popular
speaker in the Southland, invited to
schoolst clubs and churches regularly
as word spreads on his dynam i.c; interesting
manner and the learning experience tied
into his lapidary topicse You can de-
pend on an interesting evening!
That's Mre Judd in the photo, seated in
front of his gracious wife Della.

When? -- Why, on March 12th. Where-
we guide you via the enclosed map to
the California Federal Building. Time
is 7:30PM. There'll be a raffle, too~
And for those not on diets - donuts with
coffee and tea.

SEEMS LIKE YESTERDAY.@8WE ELECTROFORMED •••

We've sold quite a few of these sets so far~ They're quite a
value 0

CONGRATULATIONS - ~ - NEW BOARD IvIEIVIBERS!
For some time, the Board of Directors has been operating at

less than full staff. We're poud to announce appointment of
new Directors:

Lois Cutting
Joe Huddle
Retha Eaton

Give them your Sll.PPOJ:'t •• ~'[,hey? ve joined a working board!



A SALUTE TO DR. STAMBLER •••
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As you hand over your green eyeshade to the new Treasurer,
we gratefully offer our heartfelt. thanks for a job very well
done as Treasurer of the American Opal Society for two years. We
wish Retha Eaton, our new Treasurer every success!

TREKKED FIFTY MILES ••••
But I wouldn't miss my

t>,
j <.AOS monthly! --- 'Course J

I paid my dues.

AOS membership is sure ,
a modest amount •••$12.00:
for Charte'r Members
those within 50 mile
radius of bowney - Add
$10.00 for all new
Charter Members.
$6.00 for all others
(Per Family).
Send your check (or equivalent) in gold dust or opal to:

American Opal Society
P.O.Box 3895
Downey, Ca. 90242

Please return the form below with your check for 1981 dues •

...• - - ~ -
TO: AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY - P.O. Box 3895, Downey, Ca. 90242

[ ] Enclosed are my 1981 dues
[ ] I do not wish to continue my membership

DATE:__ '""-- SIGNATURE, _
ADDRESS
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PERSONALS •••
Long time member Vera Crawford is recuperating nicely at home
in Santa Ana after surgery. She was in th~ hospital for a
week.
We just received information that Clinton De Fields of Bellflower
is recovering nicely after an operation.

*****Newsletter Staff***** !
Editor/Writer Lawrence L. Dobrin I
Contributing Editors Vick Mayo, Joe Huddle I

Jim Holland, Della JUddlJohn Ballard
!Coordinator,Printing Pat Thomas
land Distribution I
j I~---------------------------------------------!



AMERJCAN OPAL SOCIETY
APPRAISAL FOltM

VAl.llE RATl:-lC APPRAISAl.
VAl.UE

CATECORY
I Z I •• 5 RATINC

BASE JELLY SEMI NEAR CRYSTAL
COLOR OR C~AY lH.•ACK CRYSTAL Cl.EAR

WHITE Cl.EAR

FIRE RED nLUE MULTI- RED
C01.ORS CREEN CREEN CREEN ,COLOR MULTI-

COLOR

VERY VERY
INTENSITY l.OW l.OW MEDIUM HICH HICH

I APPR.A1SED VAl.UE RATINC TOTAL

MARKET RATINC APP~AISED
APPEAl. I Z 1 1 5 I 6

APPEAl.
FACTOR 0.5 1 •• RATINC

POOR kODERATE HICH *W
., !vAl.UE RATI;l:O X PPEAL RA TINC ICARAT PIlIC'

C>\RAT PIlIC' IX VEICHT (CARAT ITOTAL PIlIC'1

EXPLANATION

w. U., &111'0. cate.orl •• of characc.dlllc.. hch l. cUvld.dlnto live facton that
affoct v.lue. a.•• color I. the bacqrouacS color and white ba.e 01' cl •• r Jelly h••
• Y&1ueof.1: A .tone with thi. characteri.tic and value would be encereel a. ! In tile
ri,la& haDd colUINI. SCon.1 exhibiting .ny o&ller color have a "umerical value 101' thac
factor.

Fire colorl refen only to the color fiake. or Iheete when examined under incaade.-
c.at Illht. (Note: FlourelceDt lillht 11 not recommended for IvaluaUnl opal). The
lowe.t value 1 i. uled when tho Cwocolor. red and Ireen. ar •• vldent. When che
lull .pactum 'Ofcolon i. vi.lble. it il multicolored. A fire color of 5 11 uleel whln
all colon .re &lie.... but wi&ll• ,redominance 01 red.

IntenlUy i. the laner Illow or brillianc. of the ,lay 01 fire. Incandncent li,htin, 1.
beipful, but to obCaln a bener Iv.luatlon of "lntenlity~' ule reduced llghtln,.

The v.lue. of tho three char.cteriitici ••.• entered .t the d,ht and totaled. The
total I. the. multiplied by the "market ratin,:' Narket r.tial IhOlild include con-
.id ••••tion 01 lhapo. lym.Uy. workmanlhl, (Icrateh •• , Iymetry, belled Une, bevel)
••• eU .1.n•.• pattern. Real ,em8 w111 h.ve obvlou. market .ppe.l, The total aIt-
ta1aed by multi,lyln, .ppe.l r.'bl, X total 01 tho v.l ••• ratlnl Ihould be y.ry lIe.r &lie
••e •• U pirie• .,1 <>pal bel1l, ." ••••• ce4 ln 4 ••U.r •••••. c•••.••, •••.•••••e,

TIll•• lm,llfled Opal .ppral.a1 form Is ulable to •. 95'Jro or tbe Australl.n Opal that II
••.•rcha •• d or .old by the opal publ1c. It doe. aot .pply to t •.•• tod opal. Ilor d_ltle, ••
_ •• tl'lpl.t •.

HOTE: 1/2 val" •• may be u.ed In tho val"e raclnl.eale •••• U as I. the mark.t
••atill, ocal ••

rol'l'll deltl.nod by Tho A'mel'lcUl Opal Society, !-15-7I (rev.) lor the llu1c1anc. of
Opal Society Mefftbeu.
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