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DOPPING NAMES (AND OPAL) - THE MAY MEETING

That May meeting ''sure was a lot of fun," said a phone caller the
other day. Indeed 1t was; a very positive Lacf filled session.

John Ballard held forth, giving us a lot of good information. Typical
of Dr. John, he provided a written precis of his talk. We're pleased to
include that excellent write-up in this issue.

Working with Ballard, Bill Judd then provided us with a demonstration
of his dopping methods. Judd’s technique does differ and is quite logical
as well., Specifically, Bill makes a point on his wax stick be melting
the end and twirling it between his fingers. This allows him to drop a
controlled spot of wax onto the stone to be dopped. Then he places a
nail in a cylindrical hand vise, head outward. I'm sure that it would
not violate the principle too mich if one used any insulated holder should
one not have one of the commercial hand vises, eh? Now - one heats the
nail head! While still hot, the hot nail head is pressed onto the spot
of wax on the stone, p051t10n1ng quickly while the combination cools,
and - voila!

THE JUNE MEETING - DEVILISHLY TASMANIAN

The irrepressible Retha Eaton will take us on a vicarious good spirited
tour of Australia at the June meeting. The urban "matey' visited Sydney
and Melbourne and even zipped over to Tasmania. The trip was a lifetime
dream come true, sez Retha. This session promises to be more than a
travelogue!

As an extra added attraction, Retha will show a set of slides given
to her by Barrie O'Leary, the respected author and opal expert.

When? Why, on June 11, 1981.

Where? At the California Federal Bldg
(See the enclosed map)

Time? 7:30 p.m.

"LIFEGUARD ON DUTY"

At the last meeting, we had the privilege to see a framed letter from
President Ronald Reagan, addressed to Bienek. This letter,
- recently written, thanked Mr. Bienek for his part in honoring the pre51dent
‘with a gift. blmllar letters were received by Bill Judd and Marv Wilson.




The story as we understood it is this: Back in his youth, Ronald
Reagan was a lifeguard at a lake in the Midwest. He is credited with
70 rescues. A reagan friend from those days mentioned the lifeguard exper-
ience and the idea was watched. Working together Judd selected and
polished a beautiful piece of Verde Antique. Wilson did the expert carving,
and Bienek fashioned an appropriate hand made container.

Thus, our president received a beautifully polished piece of
California's state stone inscribed with the timely reminder of his present
national responsibility; 'Lifeguard on Duty."

END OF AN ERA

Last week we encountered a true bitter sweet experience. Receiving
our copy of the GEM and JEWELRY TIMES, we were sad to read that it was
the final issue. Stunned, we thought of publisher Dr. Lester Gideon, his
constant and welcome support of the American Opal Society, and the fact
that his newspaper style publication, crammed with valuable and interesting
information every time was in print for nine years. What a loss!

Reading sorrowfully the explanation on Page 1 we learned it was not
a delayed April Fools' joke, but true.

But aha! Inside the issue, we saw the announcement of the recent marriage
of Dr. Gideon to Jane Lostau of Woodland Hills, California, and further
that the newlyweds were taking up residency in Germany.

Hail, Les Gideon; and a century of unbounded happiness is what we
wish you and your new bride!




THZ DROP ON LOP

Opalholics are well aware that opals are somewhat frasile; that too
much heating, too fast can result in disaster, Such thines can easily
happen to the unwary during the customary doppine procedure, Here is a
small compendium of items gleaned from various sources that may be uscful
to all but oldtimers, who undoubtedly know more about this subject than 1 do.

1, Use low melting and strones dop wax,

2, Pretreat stone to make dop wax stick readily.

3. Preheat stone slowly, evenly.

L, Use epoxy or cyanoacrylate "instant" ~lues.

54 Use other specialized adhesives, such as sodium silicate,

or "Stik-Tite",

6, Use suitable dopsticks,

Ordinary dop wax can be used for dopping snall stones
to difficulties, Despite the small size of many stones, press
to be hirgh, so that the stone will be dislodesed. Thercfore zdhesives
stronger than ordinary dop wax have been tried, frequently with olcH
Materials like sodium silicate oxr Iuco cemsnt work well 1 one ~ol ne
patience to wait overnight, (I don't)

Evoxyv and cyanocacrylates harden rapidiv and do Jjust fine )nt_
comes time to remove the stick or nail, Cyanocacrylate

extent evoxy, will slowly soften with acetone, It nas even bsen
that a nail dopstlck can be snapped off by a shary 5
(I have been scared to try.,) In any case I would not ca

violent procedure when doppins to the finished top surface 1o snm
the back--something I frequently do last,

Dop wax sticks much better to a surface that has been prewarmed
(carefully!) There have been many procedures sugge ed, prcruen'tly in=
volving placing the stone on a surfacs heated zently from bslow, Good.
My quick procedure, which seems to work, is to hold the stone at least
three inches above an alcohol flame until it warms up little, Unless I
am carsless, the stone is not yet too warm to nold wi
adhesion is even better if a 1ittle liquid shells
first brushed on the surface. A little plece of sea.‘

dissolved in alcochol for that purpose.

If one desires to use epoxy (to the back of a stone) it would ©
to use z den otlck so that it can be sawed off adja to the st
the 1551&\% scraped or ground off, DBut for use with dop wax z nail or screw
is better. Iir=t because it 1s easier to apply and properly melt just the
right amount of dop wax to the end. Becond, even more, because it 1s easy
to remove the dop stick later on by heating the metal away from (but near)
the stonee.

Nails make first rate dop sticks, But I prefer z flat-head wood screw
about two inches long, screwed into the end of a three or four inch plece
of $-inch dowel, Gives a better handle than =z nail, But a flat-head nail

orks well with cyanocacrylate glues,

Unless one 1s careless, a good bond to the dopstick will aﬁnos% always
withstand any force applied during grinding, sanding, and polishing, If
your stones come off sometimes, why not try somethine new?

John EBallard




USE FOR YOUR DUES

TO: AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
P.0. BOX 3895
DOWNEY, CALIFORNIA 90242

[ ] Enclosed are my 1981 dues

[ 1 I do not wish to continue my .membership

DATE: SIGNATURE

ADDRESS
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Editor/Writer Lawrence L. Dobrin
Contributing Editors Vic Mayo, Joe Huddle
Jim Holland, Della Judd
John Ballard
Coordinator,Printing Colleen Guerrette
andDistribution
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