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TASMANIA AND THE LAND DOWN UNDER

As one entered the meeting room, one was greeted by a 25 foot display
of memorabilia and all manner of objects, maps, curios and posters of
Austraila and Tasmania.

After the informal chat session that generally precedes the actual
meeting, the meeting was called to order. Members were reminded to bring
a guest; informed that the Newsletter can now include advertising; and a
mention that the workshop is in full swing and everyone is invited.

Then, the lights dimmed and Retha Eaton showed us how a slide show
can be made to be very imaginative. It was excellent--both presentation
and content. We shall have to arrange for Retha to speak.

UPCOMING FOR JULY - OPAL CARVINGS

For some years now Dr. Ross Stambler has studied and evaluated opal
carvings, notably those carved in the Orient. Ross has spent considerable
time gaining an understanding of those created works that have value and
those that suffer from mediocrity. This entire sector of our opal world--
carvings--not as a carver, but as an opalphile that appreciates the fine
work of another will be dealt with by Dr. Stambler at the next meeting.
The subject is a big ore--just right for an experienced expert like
Stambler. {(Then, should he cover the topic too quickly, he subjects him-
self to questions from one of our wags, who Iinsisted that Dr. Stambler
speak on "opal as dentures--an orthodontist's nightmare.")

THE GUESSING STONE--A NEW TRADITION?

It was Stambler who started the whole thing. Now it's grown and has
become a popular event in the fun-packed evenings that pass for formal
meetings of the American Opal Society.

At each meeting, Ross has brought an uncut opal of unannounced
weight. Quality is quite good! Then, each attendee gets a chance to guess
the weight. Last meeting, two others brought stones, but the guessing
is kept to one stone. Excess stones are placed in the raffle.

Word has spread--we're sure that the guessing stone event is helping
increase attendance.



Or--is it the air conditioned comfort of our meeting place; maybe the
fresh donuts and coffee (cold punch is being added for July and the rest
of the summer) .

And by the way--we sure thank Joe Huddle for assuming duties of
refreshments provider. Bob Halahan, who handled refreshments for about a
year, 1is soon to be trekking to Nevada and his opal claim for the summer.
Bob--you did a great job! We thank you for every calorie!

See, fellow members! Those who are within attending-distance, should.
There's always a lot going on. Now remember to mark your calendar:

When? July 9, 1981
Where? California Federal Building
(Park in rear--use the rear door; check map for
directions)

A POTPOURRI OF PHOTOS

Every once in a while, someone happens to bring a camera--either to a
general meeting or a board meeting. Opal in all its glory doesn't copy too
well in black and white, but maybe some snaps of people will.
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OPHL ADS

THE HOUSE OF TIBARA No stock maintained on premises.
Call for an appointment
___AlT sources of opal ___Price list available-Send
avaliable T#0 stamps

__Mail order or Gem Shows _. ;
Tim & Barbara Tromas

10 day refund-Rockhound m75'{3 Né ]Fan;gg‘;"z
Wholesale Clovis, Cal.
Rule Applies (209) 299-5123
Retail
__ Australiz __ Brazil ___Virgin Vallzy

JI P E

LOS ANGELES

"“Dedicated to Serving Southern

California’’
PRACTINCEEV\'II'?OGTESM OPAL ROYAL CREST
—_— D Brian & Mary Franks

- P.O. Box 18706
Brazilian Crystal irvine, Ca 92713

Semi-Black Multi-Color  (714) 857.2743

Quantity Discounts Available Mastercard — Visa

ADVERTISING

We proudly present the first responses to our solicitations for
advertisements. There's additional Space available, but it's limited'
Get your ads in.

The details of advertising cost donation restated are:
Two choiced in ad size are offered:

Nominal 2.5 x 3.5 inches - S 60.00 minimum for 6 issues, or

$100.00 per uear.

Nominal 2.5 x 7.0 Inches - $120.00 minimum for 6 issues, Or
$200.00 per year.

All ad contracts are by prepaid donation. Six month contract calls for
one ad (no changes except corrections.) AZnnual contract permits ad changes
at will for insertion Into next issue. Advertiser furnishes camera ready
copy for black and white reproduction.




PCSTOFFICE BOX 117
ARCADIA, CALIFCRNIA 51706
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