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OPAL CARVINGS - THE JULY MEETING

Dr. Stambler presented an enjoyable program at the July meeting--and
a very informative program at that. It's easy for Ross to describe what
can be done with opal in carvings, since he has spent considerable time
studying this aspect of our opal world. Stambler described the criteria
useful in selection of opal for carving; size, quality, subject matter
vs. material, pricing and marketability. He described from personal
experience, the Oriental sources that have carved pieces for him and what
he encountered in doing so. Ross went on to describe his experiences
and knowledge of appraising carvings; the pitfalls and the benefits.

The discussion expanded into discerned popularity of opal carvings;
differentiation between Oriental and European carvings; and prospective
increase in value between uncarved vs. carved opal.

Considerable lively discussion ensued as a result of this provoca-
tive topic. It's quite clear that dominating factors in judging values
of carvings are trends and taste, as much as quality of work or appear-
ance of the finished object.

FOR AUGUST - SHARPENING OUR APPRAISAL SKILLS

Every so often, we schedule an appraisal session. Although many
of our attending members are not commercially involved with opal, it's
been very evident that by periodically sequencing appraisal sessions,
the skills of those attending noticeably improve.

So--whether one is a dealer, depending on accurate appraisals in
buying and selling, or a "consumer," interested in managing the best
deal, the importance of the appraisal experience cannot be overstated.

The AOS appraisal form interestingly enough, manages to be most
useful for determining value of those types and quality of opal that
most persons come into contact with. That's fortunate--and comforting.
Yet, it isn't generally mentioned that the AOS form applies to
probably 95% of the opal we see; excluding doublets, triplets, and
extremely expensive black opal.
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The AOS appraisal form sample enclosed with this Newsletter will
give you a preview of the basis for evaluation.

As always, the Appraisal Sessions will be popular. Please mark
your calendar so that you can be sure to be there. Then--mark your
calendar again as a reminder to bring five or six finished opals to be
appraised. Remember that stone--the one that you couldn't quite place
a value on? Bring it!

w'hen and where?
Well--7:30 p.m. on August 13th, that's when!!
Where--Check the location map with this Newsletter--!

BRING A FRIEND!!! Enjoy air conditioned comfort!! Try your luck
in the raffle!! Win the guessing stone!!

A CORRECTION ...

In the last issue of the Newsletter under the brief synopsis of
Retha Eaton's presentation--where it said, "We shall have to arrange for
Retha to speak"? WelL ..... Please add the word "again." (She is
so-o-o shy and retiring that we didn't want to discourage her--especially
after that very effective travelogue.)

THE AOS WORKSHOP--START THAT GIFT PROJECT

For some of us, summers mean slowing down a bit; the pressures are
fewer, and we can indulge in fun things more. Especially here in
California--sharks have been sighted just offshore the bathing beaches,
the mountains are often closed to hikers because of fire hazard, and
the deserts are hot enough to sizzle eggs on the ground. As these
thwarting irritations begin to get to you--remember that the AOS Work-
shop convenes every Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday evening beginning
about 7:00 p.m.

OPAL SOliDS
WHITE. BL.ACK18 CRYSTAL. BOULDER "JAYSON"TRAURIG BROS. PTY. LTD.

822 George Street. Sydney. Australia 2000
Cabl•• : Cufflink$, Sydney Telephone 211 2185

D< ••• croooa
JOHN I. TRAURIG "'''''

THOMAS TRAURIG , 0 u.

OPAL TRIPLfTS
LARGE VARIETY OF CALIBRATED SIZES
SPECIAL STONES OR LOTS fOR MANUFACTURERS

ROUGH OPAL
FOR PROFESSIONALS AND LAPIDARIES
Al.SOSAHHIRES, CHRYSOPRASE, Ere.

OPAL SPECIALISTS TO THE WORLD
---_._---_._-- ---- .----------_ .. __ . ---



If you haven't attended an AOS
Workshop session, you really should. Now
is the time to plan and begin those October
and Christmas giving projects. William K.
Judd, host of the workshop, will be congeni- :
ally in charge, always willing to assist or
guide. Whether your do-it-yourself project
involves casting, electroforming, gemsto~e
cutting and polishing, there's always help
at hand at the AOS Wor~shop.

LOS ANGELES

"Dedicated to Serving Southern
California"

PRACTICE TO GEM OPAL
NEW LOTS

Brazilian Crystal
Semi-Black Multi-Color

ROYAL CREST
Brian & Mary Franks
P.O. Box 18706
Irvine, Ca 92713
(714) 857-2743

For first-timers, call 213-869-4155
to get details on attending, and for
directions to get to the Workshop. The
show some of the clean-cut craftsmen on

Quantity Discounts Available Mastercard - Visa

photos accompanying this article
the scene.

PERSONAL GLIMPSES

John Benny, one of our Australian m1n1ng supporters, is recovering
nicely from a rather serious gall bladder operation--in Canberra.

Bob Halahan, opal craftsman and for many months Refreshments
Chairman, reports having a terrific time opal mining in Nevada and Idaho;
(quite successful, too!)

Quite a crew of AOW members, by the time we go to press, will have
fascinated attendees at the Golden Bear Federation Show in Anaheim with
the incomparable beauty of opal in the AOS booth. (Our own Bill Burns
is Treasurer of the California Federation, y'know.) Thousands of flyers
announcing our AOS Show in October will have been handed out.
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WELCOME - ADVERTISERS

We're really pleased to incorporate more ads into this issue!
It's the way we like it, expanding into ad space gradually. Remember-
the Newsletter staff are volunteers (and their time is at a premium).

O THE HOUSE OF TIBARA
All sources of opal

No stock maintained on premises.
Call for an appointment

Price list available-Send
avaliable TWO stamps

Mail order or Gem Shows Tim & Barbara Thomas
7573 N. Fancher

Clovis, Cal. 93612
(209) 299-5123

Reta i1

10 day refund-Rockhound

L Rule Appl ies

Australia Brazil Virgin Valley

Wholesale



AMEIUCAN OPAL. SOCIET Y
APPRAISAL. FOltM

VAL.llE RATINCi APPRAISAl,

CAT£CiORY
VAI..UE

I 2 I •• S RATINCi

BASE JEL.LY SEMI NEAJIl CR.YSTAI..
COLOR OR Ci~AY I!LACK CRYSTAL CLEAR

WHITE CLEAR

FIRE RED BLUE MUI..TI- RED
COl.ORS CiREEN CiREEN CiREEN COLOR MUI..TI-

COL.OR

VERY VERY
INTENSITY LOW LOW MEDIUM HICiH HIGH

I APPRAlSEO VALUE RATINCi TOTAL

MARKET RATINCi APPPAISEO
APPEAL I Z 3 I 5 I APPEAL
FACTOR 0.5 1 •• 6 RATINCi

POOR ~ODERATli HIGH Mdl

x VE!GHT (CARAT)

ICARAT PRICE I
fTOT

'" PRICE 1
!vALUE RATr;-';G x I\PPEAL RATINCi

EXPLANATION

w. U.t three categories of cftaractcrlatice. Each Ie divided into five factore that
aUect value. BlISecolor h the bl!t.ckl!:i'ow;dcolor and whlte baae or clear jelly ha&
a value of 1. A stone with thl. characterleUc and value would be entered II. 1 In tbe
rl,ht kand columD. Ston•• exhibitin. any otheli"color hav •• a Dumerical vaille-lor that
factor.

Fire color. refer. only to the color flak •• or ehe.U when examlned under incandea-
COfltlI,l1t. (Note: Floureecent l!Jlht ia not recommended for evaluating opal). Th.
loweat value I II u.ed when the two color, red and Breen, are evident. When tbe
fl4ll _pectum of coiou ia vlalble, it Ie multicolor.,d. A tire color of 5 i. Ilud when
all colors are ther., bllt with III pre.tominanclI of red.

lnteneity i. the Inner Rlow or br11liance of the play of fire. meanae,cent 11IMh'll! il
helplll1, but to obtain a better evaluation of "int.nsity~' UUI redllced liShtinl.

The valu •• of tho eh!'e. characte!'i.ticD are Intered at the ri,ht _d totaled. The
toUl 1. th.n multiplled by the "market l'atir',~' Market ratinl .hould h,c!uda con-
e1de"ation 01 Dhape•• ymetry. workman.hip (Icratch •• , 'ymetry, be •• d line. bevel)
•• weU .I.llre pattern. ReAl sema w111have obvious mark.t appeal. Th. total ub-
aaiaed by mulUplyinll appeal faUnl X total 01 tha val"'e ratinl .hould be very ne.r the
retail pric. of opal Hilsi evaluted ift doilan per carillt wei,ht.

Tltl. almpUned Opal appralesl form ie ueab1e lor 95'- of the AIl.traUan Opal that Ie
purchaaed or .old by the apal ;a&blic. It 4_e not apply :0 tr •• t" opal. aor d_W.t ••
_rtripleta.

NOT);: 1/2 "aluo" may 1M Ia•• d In the ..,alue ,.atl". (lc.le .1.. U ae ia the market
rUla'lcale.

r••• d•• l• ...4 try The A""edeM Opal Society, :9·15-'71 Crev.» for the 1lU14aacoof
Opalloclety Me"""rI.
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