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AUGUSTS MEETING APPRAISED!

Typical of our appraisal sessions, we had an excellent turnout of
members, including one stalwart couple from Santa Barbara (about 100
miles away). The mood of appraisal sessions begins early--as if everyone
is eager. The tendency is to rush through the business part of the
meeting and the notices and announcements to get down to cases.

After dividing into five tables of six or so people, the AOS Apprai-
sal Form was produced. Each table grouping of people was guided by at
least one "seasoned" appraiser. This person started the process of
appraisal by explaining the AOS Form that has worked so well over the
course of about eight years.

Upon completing acquaintanceship with the form and procedure, each
person then produces the cut and polished opal they wish to have appraised.
Each person at the table then scrutinizes each opal in the same order,
marking down point values discerned.

After a half dozen opals have been individually appraised by each
participant, the discussion session begins. Holding up the first opal
appraised, the table leader encourages comment on each of the charac-
teristics of that particular piece.

Initially, those unfamiliar with the process of appraisal are keenly
listening. As the evening wears on, more and more questions arise,
comments become exchanges and the unfolding of appraisal appreciation
becomes like a lively static electricity that affects everyone.

At our table, appraisals tended to be quite high for opal of rather
average quality. It slowly became clear that most of those sitting at
the table had not seen particularly good quality of opal for some months--
and they were subjectively reacting as one might expect--with a premium
on their appreciation.

SEPTEMBER--THE MYSTERY MEETING

Our Program Chairman has seen fit to tantalize us in September.
Lots of hush-hush going on--but not a word on what to expect for the meet-
ing.



Be there and find out!
The date: September 10,

1981
The place: California Fed-

eral Building
(see enclosed map)

The time: 7:30 p.m.

Join in on the fun!

WITH THE ILL

Retha Eaton, our ebullient
Treasurer, is recuperating nicely
after experiencing a painful
detached retina condition. Get
100% well, Retha. We need you!

IT'S SHOW TIME FOLKS •..

LOS ANGELES

"Dedicated to Serving Southern
California"

PRACTICE TO GEM OPAL
NEW LOTS ROYAL CREST

Brian 8. Mary Frlnks
P.O. Box 18706
Irvine, CI 92713
(714) 857·2743

Brazilian Crystal
Semi·Black Multi·Coior

Quantity Discounts Available
e5

Rapidly approaching--our annual American Opal Society Show, Seminar and
Opal Jewelry Design contest. This year--it's the 10th and 11th of October.
Right smack dab mid-month, the day after Yom Kippur.

Show Chairman Larry Dobrin informs us that dealer requests for tables
were again--more than we could handle. Space is limited, as we know.
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Advertising and publicity have been released beginning early this year--
very extensively.

preparations are going quite smoothly, we're told.

Seminar Chairman Glenn Briney is getting his last minute confirmations
on speakers. We'll have a roster with their individual topics in the next
newsletter.

OPAl TlIPI.£11

j
LARGI! VARIETY OF CAUBRATED SIZES
SPECIAL STONES OR LOT1I prORMANUFACTURE •••

I ! ROUGH OPAL

I
FO" FROFESSIONALS AND LAPIDARIES
AUlIO£UWUIfG, CHlrr~ IITC.

UJAYSON"TRAURIG BROS. PTY. LTD.
822 George Slr •• I, s~.,.y,Au.traJ~ 2000

Cablea: Culttlnka, SydMy TMphone 211 2185-~JOHN I. TAAURIG ' ••••••
THOttIAS TRAUAIO , •••••

OPAL SPECIALISTS TO THE WORLD
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CWhOlesale

Retail------------------------------------------------------------------

O THE HOUSE OF TlBARA No stock maintained on premises.
Call for an appointment

All sources of opal Price list available-Send

~ avaliable Mail order or Gem :~,:tampsCA Tim & Barbara Thomas
10 d f d R kh d 7573 N. Fancher__ ay re un - oc oun Clovis, Cal. 93612

L Rule Applies (209) 299-5123

Australia Brazil Virqin Valley

* * * * * * * * * * *

MOST IMPORTANT--YOUR AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY NEEDS YOU TO SPREAD THE WORD
TO FRIENDS, ASSOCIATES, RELATIVES--BUYERS OF OPAL--EVERYONE. THE SHOW IS ON
OCTOBER 10TH AND 11TH AT THE NORWALK CIVIC CENTER HERE IN CALIFORNIA. TELL
EVERYONE--BRING THEM!!!

* * * * * * * * * * *

S P E C I A.L EVENT S E C T ION

THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF OPAL

THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY

SHOW, SEMINAR AND OPAL JEWELRY DESIGN CONTEST

The American Opal Society will host its annual extravaganza on October
10th and LIth, 1981, this year. The theme is "The Wonderful ~lorld of Opal."

As in past years, theAOS event will be held at the gorgeous Norwalk
Civic Center, the interior, of which, resembles a gigantic atrium. This
interior garden court will house 25 dealers. Dealer participants will present
an awesome array of opal from every known mining locale: the various districts
of Allstralia, of Brazil, Mexico, Honduras, and the United States. Opal rough
for cutters, shaped and polished stones for professionals and hobbyists; and
meqnii i.cerit: opal carvings will be available. Lapidary equipment for the trade
a.nd Eor do-it-yourselfers will be demonstrated.

Opal for the beginner or for the discriminating collector will be spread
throughout 600 lineal feet of dealer spaces.

----------._ .. _--- ._--_ .... --._- --------------------
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The concentration of such unheard of quantities of "the Queen of Gems"
attracts visitors and buyers from throughout the world.

Associated with the Show, the American Opal Society will again present a
two-day Seminar for the many gem lovers wbo either know opal and are eager to
learn more, or for those whom opal represents a new experience in appreciation
of nature's kaleidoscope of color. Speakers are selected from amongst experts
in their field addressing topics ranging from mining to cutting to evaluation
to design into jewelry. Even the professional stands to gain from this two-
day lecture series for the modest price of $25.00 (both days). Reservations
for Seminar seating may be made by sending your check for $25.00 made out to
the American Opal Society, to Glenn Briney, ADS Seminar Chairman,'P.O. Fox 117,
Arcadia, California 91006.

Have you created somthing of beauty using opal? Are you proud of it?
It may be an inspiration to others! Enter it in the contest! What better
tribute than an award winner in an American Opal Society contest!!

Another feature in the already jam-packed two-day event is an extensive
Display area. Unusual pieces and superb craftsmanship using opal will be dis-
played by individuals and organizations in a bank of display cases.

Then, as the Show winds up its second day, a raffle of donated prizes will
be held to cap a winning weekend!!

Plan early and mark your calendar to attend this dazzling, colorful and
exciting event.

The Norwalk Civic Center is near two major Los Angeles area freeways as
shown en the accompanying map. Driving time from Los Angeles International
Airport is approximately 30 minutes.

The ADS event is held annually by the American Opal Society to further
its educational objectives throughout the year--its major fund raiser.

For assistance or questions, contact Mr. Larry Dobrin, Show Chairman,
P.O. Box 117, Arcadia, California 91006.

N•• WALI[ QVlC awr.a
12700 Norwalk Bouleverd. Norwalk. California 90650

_ ••••••All. fwy . ..,d 1_1.1 Hwy. - "" P.,klftg

I-
'" ~--- ••• ---~ Tn. "-rlcan Opal Society
oJ J'" Co',VI Co ohow ar>d ••••.•inar CIN held• ca..-. In the Norwalk, Ca. C[vlc

~' •••• c.n.-r.
From the Santa AN. Fwy.

~

tal<. lhe San Antonlo/Nar-
walk Blvd. off "'"'P; tum
north beyond high-riM Ca.
Courtt Iidg. to CIty Hall.
Pond.. O¥OilaDle _ Co.
Courts _ and "-'IhDut
Civic c.m.r _.

,.. "AlKlNe

I ~I or-r. ,.' •••.••••• --.------ --~. _ ..--_._-------_._-------------



5.

THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY

OPAL JEWELRY DESIGN CONTEST

INFORMATION AND RULES

1. Each entry is required to feature opal or be entirely opal. The finished
item is to fit the broad classification of jewelry, personal adornment.

2. Entries are to be brought to the Norwalk Civic Center on Saturday, October
10, between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Entries are to be turned over to
Jim Sgro in the International Room. Each entry is to be accompanied by a
fee of $1.00. Limit entries to 3 per person. A release is to be signed
by entrants, that absolves the Society of any liability. Entrant is re-
sponsible for his/her own insurance, though the AOS will responsibly handle
submitted material.

3. Judging will take place Saturday by votes from a five-judge panel. Results
will be announced Sunday morning, October 11.

4. Formal presentation of awards will be made at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, October
11.

5. Entrants are required to present their receipt and take possession of
entries at 5:00 p.m. Sunday, October 11.

The awards and prizes of this AOS sponsored contest are:

Grand Prize:
First Prize:
Second Prize:
Third Prize:

$150.00
$100.00
$ 75.00
$ 50.00

Then five prizes, each for $25.00 for outstanding achievement, and 1982 AOS
paid memberships for five honorable mention recipients.

Judging will be on the basis of:

OPAL: Quality, color, uniqueness, attractiveness, and appeal.

SETTING: Execution, balance, design, and presentation.

* * *
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DISPLAYS--AT THE SHOW

Each year we have had some absolutely magnificent displays set up by mem-
bers and dealers. It's time to register your display. Just fill out the form
below:

TO THE DISPLAY CHAIRMAN:

I wish to have a display in the 1981 Annual Show & Seminar.---

I will have my own display case, dimensions being:---

___ Height width--- Depth---

I will need an AOS display case.---

Additional comments:

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE:----------------------------- ___________________ ZIP:

TELEPHONE:

MAIL TO: KEN DESPAIN, DISPLAY CHAIRMAN
AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 117
ARCADIA, CALIFORNIA 91006

* ~ * *

-- --- -- - -- - ~- ---- -----------------------
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