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SEPTEMBER - 1HE MYSTERY IS SOLVED
In our very most recent Newsletter we mentioned that Septem-

ber's meeting was to be a surprise mystery package. It was--and
turned out to be very enjoyable. President Jim Sgro had arranged
to conduct and "opal question and answer" session--with prizes!
The audience was very responsive to questions like (1) "name the
largest black opal in American (now in the Smithsonian) ... mined
in America?" and (2) "name six countries in which precious opal is
found. "

During the same meeting, Bob Ha1ahan gave an account of his
adventures digging for opal in Nevada and Idaho. Bob entertained
and enthralled as well, since he had many samples of the beautiful
material he discovered.

(By the way, we'd never leave you hanging. Answers to the two
sample questions are on the last page of the Newsletter.)

OCTOBER MEETING - EARLY!!
October I October 1 October 1

at 7:30 p.m. Location on the map with this Newsletter. This is
the Show preparation meeting. Try to be there! It's important!

* * * * * * * * * * *
IMPORTANT--YOUR AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY NEEDS YOU TO SPREAD

THE WORD TO FRIENDS, ASSOCIATES, RELATIVES--BUYERS OF UPAL--EVERYONE.
THE SHOW IS ON OCTOBER 10TH ANV 11TH AT THE NORWALK CIVIC CHJTER
HERE IN CALIFORNIA. TELL EVERYONE--BRING THEM!!

* * * * * * * * * * *

- ------------.~-~----,.--.--.~-.---



OPAL MINE FOR SALE

The following letter
was received this week.
Any interested parties
may contact Ray Duffield
P.O. Box 203, Gerlach, '
Nevada 89412
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~

,
~041'"

"Dedicated to Serving Southern
California"

PRACTICE TO GEM OPAL
NEW LOTS

"Dear Sir,
Brazilian Crystal

Semi-Black Multi-Color

ROYAL CREST i
Brian & Mary Franks
P.O. Box 18706
Irvine, Ca 92713
(714) 857·2743

Quantity Discounts Available Mastercard - Visa

Although we have not been
associate members for some time,
we still read your news through your members, Fred and Jo Chez. If
possible, could you mention in your next publication, as a tidbit
or newsy item, that our opal mine, 39 patented acres, is up for
sale to serious-minded buyers? Further particulars can be obtained
by wr iting owners.

Sincerely,

Ray Duffield"

* * * * * * * *

, OPAL SOLIDS
. : WHITE. aLACK. CRYSTAL. BOULDER UJAYSON"TRAURIG BROS. ?TV. LTD.

822 George SIreet, Sydney, Australia 2000
CoiIblea:Cl.itflinka,Sydney relephone 211 2185OPlL TRIPLETS
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Reta il Brazil Virgin Valley

0,'THE HOUSE OF Tl8ARA
, ' All sources of opal

avaliable

L Rule Appl ies

Austral ia

No stock maintained on premises.
Call for an appointment

Price list available-5end
TWO stamps

Mail order or Gem Shows
10 day refund-Rockhound

Tim & Barbara Thomas
7573 N. Fancher

Clovis, Ca1. 93612
(209) 299-5123

Wholesale

* * * * * * * * * * *

MOST IMPORTANT--YOUR AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY NEEDS YOU TO SPREAD THE WORD
TO FRIENDS, ASSOCIATES, RELATIVES--BUYERS OF OPAL--EVERYONE. THE SHOW IS ON
OCTOBER 10TH AND 11TH AT THE NORWALK CIVIC CENTER HERE IN CALIFORNIA. TELL
EVERYONE--BRING THEM!!!

* * * * * * * * * * *

SPECIAL EVENT SECTION

THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF OPAL

THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY

SHOW, SEMINAR AND OPAL JEWELRY DESIGN CONTEST

The American Opal Society will host its annual extravaganza on October
10th and 11th, 1981, this year. The theme is "The Wonderful World of Opal."

As in past years, the AOS event will be held at the gorgeous Norwalk
Civic Center, the interior, of which, resembles a gigantic atrium. This
interior garden court will house 25 dealers. Dealer participants will present
an awesome array of opal from every known mining locale: the various districts
of Australia, of Brazil, Mexico, Honduras, and the United States. Opal rough
for cutters, shaped and polished stones for professionals and hobbyists; and
magnificent opal carvings will be available. Lapidary equipment for the trade
and for do-it-yourselfers will be demonstrated.

Opal for the beginner or for the discriminating collector will be spread
throughout 600 lineal feet of dealer spaces.
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The concentration of such unheard of quantities of "the Queen of Gems"
attracts visitors and. buyers from throughout the world.

Associated with the Show, the American Opal Society will again present a
two-day Seminar for the many gem lovers who either know opal and are eager to
learn more, or for those whom opal represents a new experience in appreciation
of nature's kaleidoscope of color. Speakers are selected from amongst experts
in their field addressing topics ranging from mining to cutting to evaluation
to design into jewelry. Even the professional stands to gain from this two-
day lecture series for the modest price of $25.00 (both days). Reservations
for Seminar seating may be made by sending your check for $25.00 made out to
the American Opal Society, to Glenn Briney, AOS Seminar Chairman, P.O. Box 117,
Arcadia, California 91006.

Have you created somthing of beauty using opal? Are you proud of it?
It may be an inspiration to others! Enter it in the contest! What better
tribute than an award winner in an American Opal Society contest!!

Another feature in the already jam-packed two-day event is an extensive
Display area. Unusual pieces and superb craftsmanship using opal will be dis-
played by individuals and organizations in a bank of display cases.

Then, as the Show winds up its second day, a raffle of donated prizes will
be held to cap a winning weekend!!

Plan early and mark your calendar to attend this dazzling, colorful and
exciting event.

The Norwalk Civic Center is near two major Los Angeles area freeways as
shown on the accompanying map. Driving time from Los Angeles International
Airport is approximately 30 minutes.

The AOS event is held annually by the American Opal Society to further
its educational objectives throughout the year--its major fund raiser.

For assistance or questions, contact Mr. Larry Dobrin, Show Chairman,
P.O. Box 117, Arcadia, California 91006.

NOB. A.L5. CIVIC CENTBB
12700 Norwalk Boulevard. Norwalk. California 90650
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The A_rloon Opal Socl.ty
snow and IIminor or. held
in In. N."...olk. Co. Civio
Cenfler,
From the Santo Ano Fwy.
10k. tn. Son Antonio/Nor-
wolk Blvd. off romp; tum
north beyond high-riM Co.
Courts Bldg. to City Hall.
Parking availobl. rear Co.
Courts 0...., ond Ihrougl>out
Cjvic Cente, area.

FREe PARKING
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THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY

OPAL JEWELRY DESIGN CONTEST

INFORMATION AND RULES

1. Each entry is required to feature opal or be entirely opal. The finished
item is to fit the broad classification of jewelry, personal adornment.

2. Entries are to be brought to the Norwalk Civic Center on Saturday, October
10, between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Entries are to be turned over to
Jim Sgro in the International Room. Each entry is to be accompanied by a
fee of $1.00. Limit entries to 3 per person. A release is to be signed
by entrants, that absolves the Society of any liability. Entrant is re-
sponsible for his/her own insurance, though the AOS will responsibly handle
submitted material.

3. Judging will take place Saturday by votes from a five-judge panel. Results
will be announced Sunday morning, October 11.

4. Formal presentation of awards will be made at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday, October
ii .

5. Entrants are required to present their receipt and take possession of
entries at 5:00 p.m. Sunday, October 11.

The awards and prizes of this AOS sponsored contest are:

Grand Prize:
First Prize:
Second Prize:
Third Prize:

$150.00
$100.00
$ 75.00
$ 50.00

Then five prizes, each for $25.00 for outstanding achievement, and 1982 AOS
paid memberships for five honorable mention recipients.

Judging will be on the basis of:

OPAL: Quality, color, uniqueness, attractiveness, and appeal.

SETTING: Execution, balance, design, and presentation.

* * *



ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS:

, 1) The Rockling opal.
2) Australia, Brazil, Mexico, Honduras, U.S. and Hungary.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
*
*
*
*
*
*
**
*
*
*

NEWSLETTER STAFF

EDITOR/WRITER
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

LAWRENCE L. DOBRIN
VIC MAYO, JOE HUDDLE
JIM HOLLAND, DELLA JUDD,
JOHN BALLARD

COORDINATOR, PRINTING
AND DISTRIBUTION COLLEEN GUERRETTE

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
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It's a must!

AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
14th ANNUAL OPAL SHOW

and

8th ANNUAL OPAL SEMINAR
OCTOBER 10th JlND 11th, 1981

Norwalk, California - Civic Center

Precious opal from every corner of the
world in profusion in a garden-like setting

leDturing the 2nJ OpDIJewelry (ontest

SHOW HOURS: Saturday, from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Sunday, from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Daily Donation $1.00 Adults
(under 18 years) .50 Children
Children under 12 must be with Adult

SEMINAR HOURS: Saturday, 8:30 e.m, to 6:00 p.m.
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Seminar Donation ._.... _. $25.00 for both days.
Mail your check to register for the 198~ Opal Seminar to:

Glenn Briney, 3"721 Stargazer Ave., South Shores, Ca. 90732
Or register at the door ot Seminar (while openings last)



NORWALK CIVIC CENTml
J 2700 Norwalk Boulevard, Norwalk, California 90650

Between Santa Ana Fwy. and Imperial Hwv. - Free Perking
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The American Opal Society
show end serrunor are held
in the Norwalk, Co. Civic
Center.
From the Santa Ana Fwy.
toke the San ;\ntonio/Nor·
walk Blvd. off ramp; turn
north beyond high-rise Co.
Courts Bldg. to City Hall.
Parking evcttcbte reor Co.
Courts area arid throughout
Civic Center crec.

FREE i'ARKING

11
Contest Awards Oate and Time: 4:30 p.m. Sunday, Oct .. J.ith

Entries must be registered Saturday between 8,00 & 10,00 O.MI,

* CASH PRIZES *
JEWELRY DESIGN CONTEST DETAILS
Opal Theme Jewelry. Artisans and craftsmen of all ages welcome.
A $1.00 entry fee per piece. Maximum of 3 pieces.
Submit entries Saturday, Oct. l'r;; 198~ between 8:00-10:00 a.m.
Norwalk Civic Center.

PRIZES,
$150.00 GRAND PRIZE
$100.00 FIRST PRIZE
$ 75.00 SECOND PRIZE
$ 50.00 THIRD PRiZE

Five (5) prize. of $25.00 each for Outstanding Achievement
and five (5) American Opal Society membership. for Honor·
able Mention. Write to' A.O.S., P.O. Box 117, Arcadia, C".
91006 for further· det"ils or questions.


