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1981 SHOW REPORT

The gala event of the year! All the planning, work and effort
reaches its crescendo in October. Frenetic activity increases and
all the pieces begin to fall into place on Friday evening, October
9th. I must say, this year all pieces fell into place very smoothly.
From the time that the first truck pulled up to unload Friday even-
ing until the last tailgate was snapped shut on Sunday evening, it
was pure joy.

The turnout for the show was excellent, exceeding last year,
with crowds at the tables a good share of the time (of course, we
were not competing with the World Series this year).

The net proceeds from the show were 70 percent over last year
as well, contributing nicely to the AOS budget. The Seminarians
spoken to reported that they felt the material presented was fresh,
useful and well organized. Plans are afoot to restructure the Semi-
nar format for 1982 in order to get a larger audience.

The Opal Jewelry Design Contest exceeded expectations in both
number of entries (about 35!) and in the incredibly good quality of
the submissions. More than once we heard the remark that an entry
nearly was not brought in because the creator of the piece didn1t
feel it was "good enough." Not only was it proved that such genuine
concern was primarily false modesty, but it introduces a knotty
problem. Even though there were 14 prizes, the judges had difficulty
in the "extremis" making final choices. Simply terrific craftsman-
ship and appeal; believe it!!

A footnote to the show; constructively insisted upon by one
of our members as requiring mention in the Newsletter. He (and
now you know who it is) saw Society members on two occasions asking
"dumb" questions of the dealers; felt it was embarrassing. He
vows to contribute more of his expertise and knowledge in our regular
monthly meetings--as long as attendees are interested in learning.

~f~ * *
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LOS ANGELES

"Dedicated to Serving Southern
California"

PRACTICE TO GEM OPAL
NEW LOTS ROYAL CREST

Brian & Mary Franks
P.O. Box 18706
Irvine, Ca 92713
(714) 857-2743

Brazilian Crystal
Semi-Black Multi-Color

Quantity Discounts Available Mastercard - Visa

THE NOVEMBER MEETING - PROMISES TO BE VERY INTERESTING

Back to our routLne+-w i th a fresh non-routine program.

Dr. Ross Stambler and his captivating wife Mary Jane visited
China (again) recently. The trip was a fascinating one Ivith
intriguing highlights. An accomplished photographer, Ross will re-
count the highlights with slides.

"As if caviar weren't enough," the November meeting will also
feature Dick Koch showing a video tape on Lightening Ridge. The
filming was commissioned by our good friend and fellow member Jason
Traurig of Sydney. Dick, as you may know, has mined opal in Lighten-
ing Ridge, and is qualified to narrate sidelights to the film.

ROUGH OPAL
FOR PROFESSIONALS AND UPIOARIES
ALSO SAPPHJRES, CHRYSOPRASE, Ere.

JOHN I. nu.UfHG ••.••••..
THOMAS TRAURJO 'ou

: OPAL SOliDS
. WHiTE. BLACK. CRYSTAL. BOUL.OER

OPl!. TRIPUTS
LARGE VARIETY OF CAL.IBRATED SIZES
SP£CIAl STONES OR LOTa 'OR MANUFACTURERS

"JAYSON"TRAURIG BROS. PTY. LTD.
822 George Street, Sydney, Australia 2000

Cablea: CuHllnks. Sydney Tolephone 211 2185

OPAL SPECIALISTS TO THE VJORLD
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10 day refund-Rockhound
Tim & Barbara Thomas

7573 N. Fancher
Clovis, Cal. 93612

(209) 299-5123

O THE HOUSE OF TIBARA
All sources of opa 1

L Rule Appl ies

Australia

No stock maintained on premises.
Call for an appointment

Price list available-5end
avaliable TWO stamps

Mail order or Gem Shows

Wholesale
Reta il . Brazil Virgin Valley

Then--we've got a Christmas party to plan, y'know! That's
generally our agenda for the December meeting.

WE SADLY REPORT ...

The death of Floyd Hahn, close friend of many in the AOS and an
accomplished opal carver.

rne passing of Al Bassin, dear friend of many of us, and with
his wife Gena, owner of Gemesis Universal, and a very respected opal
dealer.

&~OTHER BOOK REVIEW FROM JIM HOLL&~D ...

ANGTHER FASCINATING BGOK

I have just completed reading, no, studying would t~·
a better word, a fascinating book by Kurt Nassau titled Gems ~iade
By Man. If that title turns off some latter day nature lovers,
that's their loss. Please understand, I have no quarrel with those
with great respect for God's Great Creations. When those people
become gem collectors they soon realize that the fantastic prices
are not based on the beauty of the gems, but their rarity. Cf
course, they must .have a much higher degree of perfection, and
sometimes beauty, than normal "run of the mine" or they wouldn't
be rare! That's what makes museum pieces and collector's items.
But if beauty and perfection were the criteria our collectors and
museums would be acquiring "gems made by man" almost exclusively.
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So I maintain that we who have an interest in gems,
and particularly opal, are missing a lot in life if VIe don't
educate ourselves beyond rarity and price. The study of what
makes gems beautiful is far more satisfying. Thorough knowledge
here should be the very foundation upon which any serious collect-
ing, or even purchase for adornme~t, is based. And that is what
I find most valuable about this book by Dr. Nassau. Although you
won't find a chapter specifically titled "Why Gems Are Beautiful",
you will realize you have learned that for each gemstone upon
completion of his chapter on it.

I realized also that one's knowledge, or lack thereof,
of chemistry is no barrier in reading most of what is written.
Those of you who have seen many of Dr. Nassau's articles in the
popular gem, mineral and lapidary magazines will remember that
he writes so that virtually everyone can understand and learn from
most of the text. This is certainly true of Gems l\iadeBv J'lian.I
don't doubt that those with good knowledge of modern chemistry
will understand and learn ~ frooit than I. But, in the other
direction, those with little or no formal physics and chemistry
education, will also find the book well worthwhile.

You will learn that virtually all the major gemstones
have long since been duplicated in the laboratory. ItCs interest-
ing to note that our favorite, precious opal, was about the last,
and that even today only one laboratory has accomplished it. Such
a phenomenally complex rock is our opal that it was only in the
1960's that man finally discovered the source of the color emanating
from this colorless stone. And it is precisely this color
phenomenon that provides the only justification for its use in
jewelry. This source of beauty can be so overpowering as to
completely offset the inherent disadvantages of softness, fragility,
and relatively short life.

I was very interested to learn why the appearance of the
other colored stones like ruby, sapphire, emerald and cubic zirconia
is not like some ordinary transparent or translucent material with a
color pigment added. The very nature of the color displ~y of those
gems is different and thus it is not usually possible to duplicate
it in other materials.
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I could go on, but let me close with the observation
that here is truly a reference encyclopedia on the subject of
man-made gems, and one that provides much easy reading and popular
interest as well.

364 pages
Copyright 1980

1I/f0~
Itl-RI

Pub. in Radnor, Pennsylvania,
by Chilton Book Company

and simultaneously by Don Mills, Ontario, Canada
by Nelson Canada Limited
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