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IF you missed the January meeting, you missed a good one. Eill

=
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Judd presided, and the Nominating Committee (i.s., Larry Dobrin and Ross
Stambler}) expertly handled the nominations and ballot casting. #Without
guestion this was one of the smoothest of all A.0.5. elections. Every-
thing went off without a hitch. Electees are:

President - Tom Parker

lst Vice President -~ Bill Judd

2nd Vice President - Jim Smallwood
New Board Member - Jewett Pattee

Good sailing and a gocd year to the officers and directors for
1882. We look forward to a great year.

After the elections, Ross Stambler gave some very interesting point-
ers on the electrical components used in the electroplating unit. Many
people use the unit and don't know a thing about the parts. Ross candidly
explained that he knows about the electronics inside the box, but not a
thing about using the unit. This editor knows neither about the unit
NOR the electroplating. (Thus, the answer to this editor's problem is
¥o attend the sessions at Mr. Judd's on Monday and Tuesday and find out.
Right? Rightl)

And the raffle. Ah, yes, a whole ‘nother fun happening. As you
may know, the prizes are donated--and, by the way, donations are being
cheerfully accepted by Retha Eaton, our raffle chairperson. Anuthing will
do: old diamond bracelets, dusty old Ming vases, you know. stuff
that's just laying around the house.

For our "you never know what's going to happen next" event, during
coffee-and-cookie time Dick Koch ever so casually showed one of the
members a letter he’d received from Lightning Ridge, Australia. Seems
that Dick, being the only "overseas® member cof the Lightning Ridge
iiners Association, iz somewhat of a V.I.P., and so the pesople there
ided not to cash his membership check but instead frame it and keep
s & museum specimen. Quite an honeor. Also from the same source comes
inepiring article at the end of this Newsletter. Thanks, Dick, for
e contributions.




LOS ANGELES
"Dedicated to Serving Southern

California”
PRACTICE TO GEM OPAL ' ,
ROYAL CREST g
NEW LOTS Brian & Mary Franks
S— P.C. Box 18706 1§
Brazilian Crystal irvine, Ca 92713

Semi-Black Multi-Color {714) 857-2743

Quantity Discounts Available Msstercard — Visa

TO OUR OUTGOING PRESIDENT, JIM SGRO

Jim, our thanks and appreciation to you for a job well done. Your
very competent leadership brought the A.0.S. through 1981 with flying
colors.

PREVIEWS OF COMING ATTRACTIONS

Qur February meeting will feature Mr. Brian Franks of Royal Crest
Opals in Irvine. Let's all come out and see what he has planned for
us. It will be most exhilarating and refreshing to hear of the world
of opals through this opal dealer'’s point of view.

aAnd, of course, you can't miss what our President has in store
for us. Come and find out. Time and place? Thursday, February 11,
at 7:30, the usual place {(map enclosed).

TRIBUTE TO AN EDITOR

A special thanks to Larry Dobrin, whose journalistic talents have
embellished our Newsletter pages for the past three years. The new
editor agrees his shoes will be hard to fill. Larry, you've done a
terrific job!




“JAYSON" TRAURIG BROS. PTY.LTD

822 George Street, Sydnaey, Ausivalla 2000
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THOMAS TRAURIG raax
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POTPOURRI

~Glad to report that Della Judd is reccvering nicely from her
auto accident.

~-Members, bring your latest opal designs to the meeting, and we
can exchange "ocohs” and “ahs” among one another.

~If you have newsworthy items about opals, opal equipment, pro-
cedures, or about yourself even, we invite you to submit your informa-
tion to the Newsletter editor, Pat Smalliwood.

-Anyone familiar with Mexican jelly water or crystal opals,
please contact the secretary, Colleen Guerrette. There’s someone in
the wings waiting to hear from you.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT, TOM PARKER

I'd like to take this opportunity to thank the
members of the A.0.S. for electing me your President for
188Z. At this point in time I can only repesat my pledge
to serve to the best of my ability. I have received some
wonderful help already from many members in the club and
I will continue to seek advice and help from each and
every member.

There is a questiomnaire in this month's News-
letter that I hope every member will fill out and return to
me, either in person or by mail. The Board of Directors
and myseif can use this information to make this club the
organization that you want.




THE HOUSE OF TIBARA No stock maintained on premises.
' Call for an appointment
A1 sources of opal __ Price Tist available-Send
avaliable TWO stamps

Mail order or Gem Shows .
- ' Tim & Barbara Thomas

fund-Rockh 7573 N. Fancher
__ 10 day refund-Rockhound Clovis, Cal. 93612

Rule Applies (209) 299-5123

Wholesale

retail & Australia _ Brazil yirgin Valley
etai : .

Please remember that the only way you can gain from
membership in an organization such as the A.0.S. is by
contributing those things that are important to all of
us: TIME - KNOWLEDGE - ENTHUSIASM.

The Board of Directors has adopted a very special
project that will require the participation of every club
member. This project should be educational to all. It
has no definite completion date and best of all, your con-
tribution can be made in your own home and when the time
is convenient to you. This project will be outlined and
started at the February 11th meeting, so please be sure
to attend.

Conversation can be made easier when the parties know
who they are talking to. I'd like to stress the importance
of wearing your name tags. They will reveal your pride in
membership and help make non-members more visible so they
can be made to feel comfortable. Most important, they
might help to open a conversation that will be very bene-
ficial to you.

Tom
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QUESTIONNAIRE

Why did you join A.0.S5.7?

What are you hoping or expecting to gain through membership?

How can your interests best be accomplished?

What type of programs do you prefer?

What do you enjoy most about the A.0.S. meetings?

What do you enjoy least about the A.0.5. meetings?

In what area can you contribute time or expertise to benefit the club?

Are you interested in field trips as a club function? If so, do you
have any suggestions?

What is your main interest in opal? A) Opal specimens, B} Opal
Cutting, C) Opal jewelry.

Dc you have any suggestions that would help this organizaticn respond
to your interests?







OPAL

It is very easy to get carried away and tell of the rigors of opal mining, or
for that matter, any sort of mining. The principles are basic. Very hard work, of-
en dangerous. Generally there is machinery involved, and breakdowns occur, sus-
pending all work at mining until repaired. Tt is very expensive when this happens,
not only in money but in time. Another hardship is that as a rule, mining activities
are far from civilization. The mining is generally underground, but there are also
open cuts.

There are a number of varieties of opal, and within these groups, sub varie-
ties. The commonest are white and crystal types, some are called jelly opal. Once
seen and explained, it is quite ebsy to recognize these types.

Then there is boulder opal, which comes in two main varieties, matrix boulder
and vein boulder, with many sub varieties between them.

At the pinnicle of all opal, stands the black opal. Of course, not all black
opal are gems, but regardless of where an opal comes from, or what sort it is, it's
the quality that ultimately counts. There is many a fine opal that can't be called
a "gem".

The ordinary inexpensive opal which is what is generally known by the public,
is as commonplace as sand at the beach, with no distinguishing looks or patterns to
set it apart from others of the same sort.

An opal with a pattern automatically gives it a look all its own. The varie~
ties are endless, and no matter how much a miner has seen, there will always pop up
something new to him. Of course some colours are more desired than others, but it's
all a matter of personal favoritism. One can so easily fall in love with an opal
for certain reasons, and that's what is important.

One needn't want a gem, as there ave many "good" opals that don't fit that
category, but are lovely in their own right. A gem black opal is something to behold,
and it leaves all other stones like emeralds, rubies, etc., back in the rear of the

race.

The patterns in an opal are as many as the stars in the heavens, and the
colour combinations can be similar. To say any particular one is best is a matter
of personal choice.

There are factors that make a difference, however, in values, such as a thick
stone against a thin one, a cabachon to a flat, brilliance to dullness, etc.

When it comes to quality, no matter what field or type, the opal speaks for
itself. One needn’t be an expert. All one needs is the ability to see. To be a
gem. 1t must have all the desired gualities.

To me, the most important aspect of a good stone is the pattern, since that
creates an identity all its own. It can be a picture stone, or any unusual pattern.
It can be two sided, with different patterms on each side. Then there are fossils,
such as sea shells, snakes tails, snails, and bones of who knows what.




The only gem quality and good black opals come from the region of Lightning
Ridge, in New South Wales, Australia, the boulder only comes from Queensland, also
in Australia. Most of the world's opal comes from a region called Coober Pedy, and
not far in that sized country, Andamoocka., The rest of the world produces very
little in decent grades. In Mexico they have a different variety called cherry
opal, but very little of it remains to mine. '

How does one value an opal? There is a great disagreement between miners
themselves. Also between buyers and other so-called "experts". It is similar to
artists between themselves, also the critics, if one could only ask Vincent van Gogh...

The average jeweler knows little if anything about opal, especially about black
opal, which is the scarcest and most valuable. Since the gemclogical schools spend
months on diamonds, and next to no time on opals, the soon to be jewelers are without
much knowledge of gem opals...after all, with what I've said above. with all the
combinations, it's not easy for a novice to know. Too many go threugh years being a
jeweler and never expand from that tiny bit of learning, and don't care. After all,
how can one judge a pattern one has never seen before? I have seen stores sell triplets
and treated matrix as black opals...

A letter written to me by Jim hinwodd, a jeweler goldsmith from Cexmel, California,
said: "In my opinion, Americans will not‘buy top quality opals as readily as others
of the gem line simply because of poor salésmanship and presertation. They will buy a
cheaper opal because if it cracks, crazes or chips..they haven't lost a lot of money.
When it comes to investing in a top quality opal, they would rather invest in something
with more longevity, i.e., ruby, diamond, etc. They have been encouraged to this sad
state by poor salesmanship. I've seen salesmen talk psople out of buying opal Jjewelry
by mentioning crazing, instability, longevity, etc. I have seen few opals craze, chip
or break, after being cut and set properly. Unfortunately, another factor which has
contributed to this reputation for cracking, etc., is that of poor cutting and setting
by large manufacturers. They use cheap production settings and paper-thin opals set in
four prongs without a seat to support the centre of the stone. The stones have knife
edge girdles, and all they need is a little bump, and you've chipped the edge or split
the opal in half." :

This explains why good opal hasn't been given its due recognition. Opal being
the rare and most unusual stone that it is, must be seen by the ultimate persons, the
buyers themselves, to determine what it means to them, and how they value it.

The'jewelers that handle good to gem quality opals are as rare as the opals
themselves. For them to be in that very select category., they must have & good know-
ledge of the stone.

Philip Pearl
P.0. Box 391
Lightning Ridge
N.S.W. 2834
Australia
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