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LET'S CELEBRATE!!!:

It all began one warm spring day way back in 1967. Flowers were burst-
ing open with radiant glory; the earth was getting dressed in its new
spring wardrobe; harbingers of newness were making their debuts every-
where--the perfect setting for the birth of the American Opal Society--15
years old this March. And, of course, we can't have a birthday without a
celebration, now, can we? Of course not. And, what better way to celebrate
than with a 15-year RE-UNTON and POTLUCK DINNER?

Let's put aside all the cares and pressures of this old world for a
couple of hours and come and join in on a relaxing, GOOD TIME with old
friends, new friends, and friends to be. As an added bonus, MUSIC will be
brought to us LIVE by "The Sunnyside," a professional piano and drum duo,
who are volunteering their time and talents as friends of the A0S. (They
will gladly play your requests for your favorite songs.)

Now, for a few "minor" details (such as, where, how, when, etc.)

Where? At the California Federal Building in Downey (the enclosed map
gives directions).

How? Well, let's keep it simple and organized by following the
traditional method of last-name initials. That is, if your
last name begins with A-L, please bring a main dish (casserole,
etc.); if your name begins with M-Z, kindly bring a salad,

a vegetable OR a dessert. And (sorry about this!) please bring
your own silverware (seems our supply has been depleted). The
Club will furnish the rest: coffee, punch, plates, and a
scrumptious HONEY BAKED HAM (Yum!)

And...don't forget to place a little name tag near your dish
so's we'll know whom to ask for the recipe.

When? Thursday, March 11, at 7:00 p.m.

Etc? If you have any questions, please call Retha Eaton, hostess
and coordinator, at (213) 925-7669.
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MINTABIE

We were honored indeed to have as guest speaker at our February meet-
ing Mr. Brian Franks, who also happens to be one of our esteemed members.
He gave a VERY informative presentation on Mintabie Opal, and his talk was
thoroughly enjoyed by all. Some of the highlights of Mintabie:

1. Discovered in 1919 approximately 220 miles northeast of Coober
Pedy.

2. Comes in all grades and in all base materials.

3. Easy to recognize prior to cutting due to sand layers.

4, Best opportunity available to cut black opal "cheaply".

5. The multi-colored "crystal" over black is highly requested. The
black is actually a black matrix under the crystal.

6. Always keep the black Tayer on the bottom on the stone.

Barry O'Leary states that "Mintabie produces black opals which are quite
the equal of the best blacks from Lightning Ridge."

* * * * * * * * * * * *

Seems like enough can't be said about electrical components of electro-
plating equipment. Dr. John Ballard brought even more information on this
process (it IS really quite complicated, and we do appreciate all the
help we can get). John also brought some volt meters and milli-amp meters
that he had picked up at a good price, and he made these available to members
that were interested. Thank you, Dr. Ballard, for the information and for
the meters.

* * * * * * * * * * * *

FROM THE PRESIDENT

I wish at this time to thank six of the AOS members who volunteered to
take over important positions in the Society:

Jewett Pattee as Show Chairman.

Marvin Wilson as Seminar Chairman.

Melvin and Esther Decker as Social Chairmen.

Ross Stambler as Opal Evaluation and Identification Chairman.
Retha Eaton as Custodian of AQS property.

I know that every member will assist these six in every way possible.

Also, I want to thank those members who brought their opals and their
work for display at the last meeting for the benefit and pleasure of all
who attended. It was great. Now, everycne get out some of your work,
or special piece of opal, or special equipment, etc., and bring it out to
the next meeting for everyone to enjoy.




The American Opal Society Collection was also on display at the meeting.
The Collection is very small and needs to be enlarged. If any member has
opal that he or she would Tike to donate to the Collection, there will be
a special name plaque recognizing your contribution placed next to
the opal in the showcase.

I regret that Mr. Jack Smothers, who was to be the guest speaker at
our March meeting, will be unable to attend that meeting. However, as you
already have been informed, we will enjoy a special FIFTEEN YEAR OPAL
SOCIETY BIRTHDAY AND RE-UNION celebration. This promises to be a very
interesting affair. I wish, at this time, to extend to every member (for-
mer, ex, absentee - or otherwise) and friend of the AOS an invitation to
to this celebration.

A tentative date of May 8 has been set for a fun and exciting trek
to the Nowak Fire Opal Mine in the Mojave desert, with Larry Dobrin acting
as our "wagonmaster." More information on this next month. Start thinking
about this outing, where we can breathe clean, fresh air, be with other
opalholics, and dig for that fiery stone, opal.

Tom Parker

"CHIPS OF OPAL" by Joe Huddle (Chapter One)
Class

Cut that stone, grind slow - not fast,

Keep the wheel face flat, so it will last,
Sand with care, 'till it's smooth as glass,
Then polish a Tittle, to give it class...

PLEAS FOR HELP!

From the Librarian--There are several books and some magazines that
have been checked out for a Tong time. Will the members who signed out
the books please return them to the Librarian as soon as possible.

If you read a page or so back something about "Custodian of AOS Prop-
erty" you may be wondering what it is. Well, it's a new position, and
Retha has volunteered to compile a 1ist of who has what of the AOS property,
and where it is kept. This is merely to keep track of where everything
is. So, if you have any property that belongs to the Society, please list
it and give the list to Retha.




ATTENTION ' ATTENTION ATTENTION

Pay attention all you opalholics out there! 1982 is going to be the
"YEAR OF OPAL." Have we got a project for you. If the Christmas party
brought out 50 people to socialize and enjoy, an opal project should bring
out 100.

This is for real and we mean it. This is full club participation of,
about, and for opal. Everyone gets in it: beginners, intermediates, and
experts. So what is this big hoo-ha? We are going to make opal appraisal
kits, that's what. We are going to work real live stones to go with the
Opal Society appraisal form.

We kicked it off at the February meeting. But not to worry; actually
only the beginning for everyone. Every member present got an opal to cut
and polish. (Don't fret, we have more material.) At the April meeting,
all stones come in for a study session. We will evaluate skills, direct
people for help, praise the experts and pick stones for the appraisal kits.

It doesn't take a genius to see how this can go. The horizons can be
big or small. Everyone plays in this game., You timid souls get your feet
(fingers?) wet. You jaded afficionados can massage your egos.

0.K. now., Here's the bottom Tine. If your attendance has been lagging
for want of fulfillment or doubts of the Opal Society meaning for you, get
in the game.

Believe it or not, at the February meeting, Tom Parker, our new and
enthusiastic President, actually got volunteers---Jewett Pattee for Opal
Show Chairman, and Mel Decker for refreshments. There is a new wave
a-building. So, let's see some of those old familiar faces next meeting.

Ross N. Stambler
Project Coordinator
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NEWS FLASHES!!!

- Susan Sorenson and Harold Umberson exchanged wedding vows on Saturday,
February 27. Congratulations and best wishes to bride and groom.

- Della Judd at press time is able to return to work. (Good news!'!)

- Emil Gales has been back at our meetings after missing quite a few.
Glad you're back, Emil, and thanks for those delicious homemade pastries you
shared with all of us.

- Gilbert Kyllingstad of Santa Ana has been i11 for quite some time.
Here's wishing you a speedy recovery, Gilbert.

- Scott Guerrette (secretary's son and all-around helper-outer at many
of the meetings) has had a severe bout with strep throat but should be up
and back in school soon.
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