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" SPECIAL N8TlcE
— e

Due to the fact that Mother’s Day
falls on Sundey, May Sth, 1982, the
. date for the American Opal Society
outing at the Nowak Opal Mine has
been changed to Saturday and Sunday,
.~ May 1 and May 2, 1982.

However, some members who had planned on May 8th and May 9th, 1982, Saturday and Sunday,
and who had made other plans for the week-end of May lst and May 2nd, are still going
out to the NoWak Opal Mine on the week-end of May 8th and May Sth., 1If anyone wishes

to caravan out to the Opal Mine oa Saturday morning, May 8th, please call Jim Smallwood,
telephone number - 213-923-1851,

Whether you go out to the Opal Mine on the lst and 2Znd, or on the 8th and 9th, or both
week-ends, you will enjoy the digging, pounding, hunting for opal. Besides the opal
hunting it is the getting away from the cityy it is the getting away from the hurrying
and the bustle; it is the smell of fresh air: it is the change of pace from daily
routine that makes an outing like this one so much fun and sc enjoyable,

HOPE ALL MEMBERS WILI, PLAN TO ATTEND ==« TAKE YOUR FAMILY swese TAKE YOUR FRIENDS
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PRESIDENT’'S CORNER

I am happy to rveport that our club proj
is really under way. Ross Stambler has this project moving rapidly and we
have high hopes of a special club kit in time for the October Show. For those
who missed the April meeting, vou also missed the opportunity to see a fine
example of ACS grading in the form of a sample kit Ross has put together from
his personal collectiomn.

The May Meeting —— Mr. Jack Smothers of § & S Opals will be the featured
speaker at our May meeting and will elaborate on a variety of opal called
Cook Matrix opal. Mr. Smothers has partnerships in Australia and has sold fine
opal to collectors for many years.

4 Don't forget -- Thursday, May 13, at 7:30 p.m. at the California Federal
Building (see map)...
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: » weekend in October ox Christmas. Care-
' : Digys REAp ®= ,L\/v% taker on premises. §2.00 a day per
“ ' gifE;i person. Special rate to groups over
< ART 5 20 people.
here ¥ g . HALE WAY POINT _ e
3 - 1%;&1;&1’2:1 Diggers welcome. Trailers, campers, ) ‘
et = . vans, tents or autos are welcome. Toi- i
u ke ' let facilities available, but no hook-
iH e ups. During November to May bring tire

chains. Drive with care and stay on
main track. Aveid loose sand.

DESERT DRY CaMP: Bring your own food
and plenty of water.

Open fires permitted; bring vour fire-
wood.

MINING METHODS: Hard rock open pit hand
mining. No power tools or explosives.
For maximum enjoyment, one may either
dig with hammer and chisels, or search
for opal in the tailings. Area is arid

CALIRBRNIA CITY

3 basalt oxr clay at about 2500 foot ele-
e vation. Nights cold in Winter, davs are
z warm., Summer davs are hot, with pleas-
i ant cool nights.

&
@

AVID DIGGERS SHOULD BRING THE FOLLOWING:
Short handled hawmer= 2 to 10 lbs
MOIANE : Chisels= heavy, 1 inch by 8 inch
o Shovel, bucket, and whisk broom
OPTIONAL: Tile cutters, and soft pad
ROSAMOND for kneeling or sitting on rock.

o’

Precious opal is found as nodules in the
LANECASTER basaltic rock, generally in pockets.
Success depends on both determination
and luck!

PALMBDALE . ;
For further information or to plan group
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The following is an informative article on electroplating from a talk by Dr. Ross

Stambler at a recent monthly meeting:

With apologies to Dr. Ballard who submitted the Electro-Plating article recently,
this addition is offered for those non-technical people who don't know a diode from a

banana jack.

However, use a plastic

The electroplating equipment is really basic and easy to build,
The other

or wooden box, and remember that 110 volt house current can be lethal,
voltages are safe.

Here is a redrawn circuit diagram with labels and descriptions to help you:
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A FEW NOTES ON WHAT WENT ON AT THE LAST MONTHLY A,0.S. MEETING:
The A.D0.S. Educational Director, Dr. Ross Stambler, is doing a terrific job.

Pieces of opal were given out at recent meetings to the members present to be cut,
sized, and polished to an 8 x 10 cabachon., These stones are to be used in A,0.S.
Evaluation Kits,

Sixteen (16) members turned in their opals. Dr., Stambler then checked each of the
stones for cut, size, and polish. (He had a helper sitting close by, Dick Koch.)
Ross was surrounded by members waiting to see each stone, and waiting to hear the
comments made on the stones, This was interesting, fun, and exciting.

There were other groups around the room looking at and admiring jewelry or stones
that members had brought in for others to see and admire.

Bill Judd brought his newest invention to the meeting and had it set up, It is

The Thumper, (This isn't Disney's Thumper either.) The Thumper thumps off all
air bubbles during electroplating. (Quite an ingenious little machine.)

TO ALL OF OUR ABSENTEE MEMBERS:

Plesse come out to our monthly meetings. You are missing out on information, fun,
and fellowship with other Opalolics., We have missed you!

ILLNESSES

Sorry to hear that Joe Huddle has been in the hospital. Glad that you're
home, Joe. Hurry up and get well!!!

Just heard that Retha Eaton is ill. Sorry, Retha. Hope you get better

real soon!!!
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SPECIAL NOTICE:
Retha Eaton is Custodian of the American Opal Society Property.

Anyone and everyone that has A,0.S. property must make a list of that property and
give that list to Retha.

PLEASE! Get this information to Retha as quickly as possible,
Mail the information to : Retha Eaton

P. 0. Box 3895

Downey, California 90242

Better still - why not hand the list to Retha at the next American Opal Society
monthly meeting.

NEW MEMBERS TO THE A,0.,S. =~-- WE WELCOME YOU!

Edward & Melba Ganslein of Alliance, Ohio.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Trusky of Ft. Polk, Pa.
M=, and Mrs. Michael McMahon of San Jose, Ca.

Suggestion from Joe Huddle: Members, wear your name badges to the
meetings. Give the new members (and the old ones, too) a break.
Let's have a bit of help from those pins to associate names with faces.
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NEWSLETTER STAFF

Editor-in-Chief Pat Smallwood
Contributing Editors Earl Lewis
Dr. Ross Stambler
Tom Parker
Coordination, Printing and Colleen Guerrette
Distribution
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