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AUGUST MEETING

The Education Committee has some additional aetivity planned for the next
Opal Society meeting on August 12, 1982.
We have a new parcel of rough opal for cutting by members, and this should
be a better grade than the first material. Everyone should be aware that
rough opal parcels are not uniform; there are different grades.

We will ask those persons who did a good job on the first batch to cut the
better material, and those persons who need to improve their skills to cut
the lower grade material for additional experience. Since this parcel was
purchased from a dealer in Australia by the Opal Society, all stones must
be returned to the Education Committee for disposition.

We have also purchased some eut and polished stones that fit some of the
categories in the appraisal kits. These cost us from $2.00 to $10.00 per
carat. They will be available to members to purchase with a small addition-
al premium added. I'm sure that everyone will understand the need for a
buck or two premium so that this program does not run deeply into the red.
Those of you who have started appraisal kits are sure to find Some stones
that are useful.

If you have started an appraisal kit 'from your own collection. please bring
it in so that we can see that it is going properly. Incidentally, the long
range plan kicked around by the ~oard is to certify the appraisal kits as
"Official" American Opal Society appraisal kits. If we can pull that con-
cept together it should make the whole jewelry industry sit up and take
notice.

So C'mon You-all, let's keep this ball rolling~
finished the first stones have had fair warning.
do thirty push-ups by the finger- tip8~

The appraisal form has had an official modification by the Board. If new
samples are ready by meeting time, we will explain the change.

Also, those who have not
Delinquents wUl have to

ROSS N. STAMBLER
EDUCATION COMMITTEE
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AND ....

This promises to be a stimulating evening, with Carvin' Marvin winding
up the 2-part meeting with some pointers on his specialized field ...carving.
As you may know, "Carvin'" is a professional gemologist and is actively
involved in many areas of the lapidary arts.

WHEN?
WHERE?
TIME?

Thursday, August 12, 1982.
The Cal-Fed Building in Downey. (See map)

at 7:30 p.m.

THE JULY MEETING

" ...There are no new designs," he said. "Only variations of old
ones." A fascinating evening was spent learning about jewelry designing
and setting, as Mr. Vern Trozzi so eloquently explained how to avoid some
of the problems experienced by many gem setters. For example, sanding the
points "just so" to prevent "snagging" on clothing ... (a tacky setting if it
does that) ...and just about everything you always wanted to know about
mounting and setting. And it seems no one was afraid to ask, as the audience
just kept on asking questions. With enough interest sparked, Mr. Trozzi
is willing to give classes. Anyone interested call Colleen at 213-868-5091.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, TID BITS, ETC.

-P-L-E-A-S-E HEAR OUR PLEAS ... Needed: Donations of opal necklaces,
stones, raw material, etc., for the drawing at the up-and-coming Opal
Show in October.

-DO YOU HAVE A NOSE FOR NEWS? Know of any births, weddings, birthdays,
anniversaries, illnesses, vacations, promotions, retirements, or any other
events or happenin's of AOS members and friends? Do you have a favorite
article or anecdote you'd like to sh0re?Crossword puzzle? Word game?
Letter to the editor? Love ~ail? HatE mail? Let us know. We need to
hear from you. Call Colleen at 213-868-5091.

-We are pleased to welcome two visitors from out of state: Mr. Robert
Trusky, who is an associate member moving to Hawaii and stopping in L.A.
to visit with some local members. The other is Mr. Paul Downing, who
writes, in part:

"I would ...appreciate any leads you can provide on
sources of opal. I am particularly interested in
crystal rough for ring size stones. I will be in
California for a week about August 5-12. Are there any
people I should especially plan to see?

><><><><><><>< ><><><>< ><><><>< ><><><> <> ><><><> ><><><><> ><><><><
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Recently I read two articles in magazines on Rattle Snakes.

One article in the July 1978 issue of Lapidary Journal under
of "Rockhounds and Western Rattlers" by V. E. Jensen is very good. The
other article in the April 1982 Readers DigeQt under the title of '~nake8
in the Cellar" is interesting; a family moved into a farm house outside
of Parker, Colorada, and over a period of time killed nineteen rattle
snakes in the cellar. Whew-w-w-w-w!

So many of.our Opal Society members enjoy going to the desert area out
at Nowak Opal Mine, to Opal Mountain, to Spencer Opal Mine, and to,Virgin
Valley that it seemed a good id~a to list a few pointers from V. E. Jensen's
article for our "Opal-Hounders".

R~member that Rattle Snakes need to be respected; they are venomous - even
the baby ones.

Here are a few precautions to remember while out in the beautiful, wild,
open places:

1. Never put your body where you cannot see.
2. Do not reach up and grab on ledges when climbing.
3. Be cautious when picking up a rock, tree limb, tree, etc.
4. Be very careful around clumps of brush, weeds, and tall

grass. If you do go through the brush, weeds, or grass
poke around with a long stick.

5. Do not crawl under fences in uncleared areas.
6. Be careful in entering any place where a snake may seek

shelter such as: old mines, old buildings, out-houses,
tunnels, cavest as well as under bushes, rocks, in holes,
and even und~r sand.

7. Remember that snakes come out in cool weather to sun them-
selves. Snakes seek protection from cold as well as from
heat. _

8. Be careful about walking around, gathering wood, etc. after
d~rk. Snakes hunt after dark when it is cooler.

9. Be careful about sleeping on the ground. Don't put the
sleeping bag close to garbage cans; they can draw rodents,
and snakes like rodents.

10. When out wear boots and gloves. Loose pants help in case
a snake strikes-the fangs get caught in the cloth, and
often prevent penetration of the skin.

11. Never go alone into snake country.

If anyone is interested 1n V. E. Jensen's article, the July 1978 Lapidary
Journal will be on the Library table at the next Opal Society meeting which
will be Thursday, August 12, 1982·

PAT SMALLWOOD
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A P.S. from Larry Dobrin re the snakes: The Mojave green, an extremely
deadly variety of rattler, is especially prevalent this year.

BOARD ACTION

We are pleased to welcome three new members to the AOS Board
of Directors: They are: Mr. Harold Umberson, who is also our new
Treasurer; Mr. Brian Franks; and Mr. Roy Savage. A hearty "THANKS " to
each of you for accepting these Board positions.

DONATION

In response to a generous donation from John Traurig of Sydney,
Australia, the following letter was sent in acknowledgment of the gift:

"Dear Mr. Traurig:

The American Opal Society acknowledges your donation of opal
samples to our educational program. We accept your generous gift with
sincere appreciation.

At the present time we are developing an appraisal kit, and your
material will be most useful for this purpose.

We have received five cabochons of Australian opal, mixed colors,
medium to high intensity weighing 13.0 carats, and two pieces of Aus-
tralian opal, mixed colors, high intensity in free form finish weighing
11.5 carats.

The American Opal Society is pleased to join with you in our
mutual appreciation of opal gemstones.

Ross N. Stambler
Chairman, Education Committee"

It is with sadness that we report: RetlJa Eaton left for Australia
not with the enthusiasm that she had anticipated but with a heavy heart.
Her friend whom she was to visit passed away suddenly just before she
left. Retha plans to go ahead with her plans to visit friends in Sydney
and Melbourne. Our best wishes are with you, Retha, and we look forward
to your return soon.


