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'TIS THE SEASON TO BE FESTIVE

Whether you call it a Christmas party, a potluck feast, or just
plain "getting together" plan to be there for our annual AOS Christmas
meeting, a time to stop a while and enjoy an informal, relaxed gathering
of friends, with fine food, festivities, fellowship and fun.

Last year we used the bring-a-dish-according-to-your-last-name-
initial method and it proved to be a real smooth-running operation. This
year our gracious hostesses are requesting that we use this time-tested
formula again. IN ADDITION TO YOUR PLATES AND UTENSILS, those whose last
name initials begin with A-L pl~ase bring a dessert: those whose last-name
injtials begin witn M-Z please bring an entree. The Club will supply
a delicious ham; fresh, hot, steaming coffee; exotic punch; and a fluffy,
scrumptious, savor~ Christmas cake. Any questions about the dinner,
please call Paula Parker at (2l3}693-2823; OR Pat. Smallwood at (2l3}923-
1851; OR Dorothea Pattee at (2l3) 425-2426; OR Dorothy piQue at (2l3)
914-1772. P.S. Guests are welcome, as always.

ALSO .... (and a BIG also} ...come prepared to cast your ballots for
the 1983 Officers and Directors. Nominations will be taken from the
floor by our prestigious nominating committee. -So ...keep in mind the
candidates you'd like to see lead in 1983 (Hey, that rhymes ...)

Circ.le the date ..that's Thursday, December 9', 1982, at 7:00 p.m.
(1/2 hour earlier than our usual meeting time) at the California Federal
Building in Downey, CA, 8211 E. Firestone.

--_._----
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YEAR AT A GLANCE ....

1982. Where did it go so fast?? At any rate, it was kind.

In Januray we were priviliged to inaugurate president Tom Parker,
a gentleman not only knowledgeable in the »rox Ld of gems (and especially
opal), but a personable and very capable leader as well.

Shortly after Tom's installation, an exciting new program was
introduced that sparked everybody's interest right from the start. Our
ardent man of action Ross Stambler took on the challenging job as educa-
tion chairman and immediately outli~ed the AOS Identification Kit program.
And then, with the Board's approval, Ross revised and updated the appraisal
rating chart, and appears to have instituted a standard beneficial not
only for Members, but for the gem world as well.

In March we celebrated fifteen years as a Society (a feat of which
many clubs cannot boast). Remember our Sentimental Journey down
Memory Lane?

Three new members were added to the Board of Directors, making a
conscientious, hard-working crew of dedicated leaders.

With picks and hammers in hand, several members enjoyed a rugged
trek to Nowak Fire Opal Mine in May. The warm Mojave desert yielded some
opal for those who worked for it, some sunburns for those who just played,
but no snakebites, thank goodness (although a baby si.dewi.nderl'!as un-
covered by one stunned miner).

As the calendar pages continued to fly swiftly out the window, Jewett
Pattee and staff meanwhile were busy making phone calls, writing letters,
answering inquiries, and traveling to and fro in zealous preparation for
October's annual Show ,

Some of our programs for the yea.r included presentations on cooked
matrix opal, Mintabie opal, Australian expeditions, jewelry design, and
silver smithing, not to mention some really exciting appraisal sessions.

Then, "THE" main event, the culmination of a year's blood, sweat and
tears, sprinkled with a generous portion of dedication and TLC, all came
together in October to mark the 15th successful Show.

A crystal-ball gaze into 1983 reveals a diversified membership
with enough talent, knowledge and expertise coupled with those anxious
and willing to learn, to spell American Opal Society with a Capital
S-U-C-C-E-S-S. Remember, You do not belong to the Club. The Club
belongs to You. The key to its continued success is your Invo.lvement.




