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POTLUCK AND ELECTIONS: The Decerber Meeting

Besdides the delicious aromas of Chruistmas and the velvety regrains
of Bing Crosby and the Carpenterns (electronically, o4 cournse), there was
a centain electrnic excitement in the airn. The spinit of camaraderie spoke
Loudly and clearly of a readiness to gace the challenges of the New Year
head on. Congratulations to our re-elected officens and directons. May
1983 be the best year yet.

President Tom Parken
18t Vice-president BLL Judd
2nd Vice-president Jim Smatllwood

And serving again:

Treasuren Harold Umberson

Secnetarny and Colleen Guerrnette
NewsLetten Editon

Show Chaiaman Jewett Pattee

Seminan Chairman Marv Wilson

Education Chairman Ross Stamblen

PubLicity Chairman Dick Koch

Roy Savage Board

Brian Franks Boand

Retha Eaton Board

John Ballanrd Board

NEXT MEETING - THURSDAY, JANUARY 13, at 7:30 p.m.

...at the California Federal Building, 8211 E. Firestone, 4in
the heart of beautiful downtown Downey.

Ross StamblLen plans to MC this evaluation meeting in his usual
smooth and suave mamner. Come prepared for a really enjoyablfe evening.




PRESIDENT’S CORNER

With the new year comes the challenge as well as the opportunity
to make 1983 the best yean the American Opal Society has ever known.
ALL the ofgicens, board memberns and chairmen have been ne-elected and
ne-appointed for a second term and therefore can approach the new year
with confidence in thein abilities, as well as in the knowfedge that
the membernship As supportive of thein effonts. 1 would Like to take
this opportunity to thank each one of you for that support.

Last October we hosted the most successgul Show in our histonry.
Although some of the dealerns ungortunately experienced some Loss, the
A0S realized a significant uptuwwm. This was made possible only through
the dedicated effonts o4 A0 many working together unden the expert Leader-
ship of Jewett Pattee.

1§ you have any suggestions, Lideas on concerns, 1 invite you fo
submit them, preferably in wiiting, Lo any of the officens Listed on the
§4rnst page and 1 guarantee each matter will be brought to the attention of
the Board.

1 wish each and every one a happy and prosperous 1983.

--Tom

QUIPS ‘N CLIPS
A great big hearty WELCOME to our newest members:

-Edna Moothart of Whittien, California.
-Charles and Debra Mowiison of San Francisco, California.
-Marvin and Pearl Kuhfman of Roseville, Mimnesota
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Stanting in Februany, the American Opal Society 44 going COMPUTER.
Our programmer-in-residence, Andy Guerrette, has volunteened to donate
his time, talents, and his 1BM Pernsonal Computer (without any asum
wisting from his wife -- Honest!) Lo effect a smoother running club. Let's

hearn it fon Andy....... N

Opal classes are held every Monday and Tuesday evening at 7:00-9:00
p.m. Cutting, grinding, setting, with "hands on" practice are featured,
and all memberns are Lnvited to attend, whethern begimnerns, somewhere in
the middle, on expert. There's always something to Learn. And having BLL
Judd at the hefm makes fon an educational, as well as a fun, evening. Come
and see fon yourself. The address 48 8733 Mory St., in Downey. Call fon

dirnections.




BOOK REVIEW

OPAL

South Australia’s Gemstone

South Australia supplies approximately 80 per cent of the
world output of precious opal—a gemstone which has been
popular since Roman times.

Lew Barnes and Jack Townsend have been working for
many years as geologists in the South Australian opal fields.
They have written this straightforward account of the
history, geology, mining methods and potential of the four
major opal fields—Coober Pedy, Andamooka, Stuart Creek
and Mintabie. The lesser known fields are also described.

Colour and presentation of the gemstone, and its value,
are discussed. There is also a chapter on legislation and a
glossary of opal-mining terms.

This colourful handbook, which contains over 100 colour
illustrations, will appeal to all who are interested in opal. It
also provides a handy guide for opal miners, fossickers and
gem and mineral collectors.

Order form

To The South Australiart Department of Mines and Energy
Box 151, Eastwood, South Australia 5063

Please forward [::] copies of ‘Opal: South Australia’s Gemstorte'.

POST O e st { st sAmt o AR A SRR e RRR RS
Signature Date.....ccccoo
Price $A 7.50 per copy
Postage and packing (for 1982)
Australia $A 1.30
Overseas: surface $A 1.50
surface-air lift where applicable $A 5.50

Payment should be made in Australian currency.
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P.S. Ross Stambler has a gew of these available
at $3.75. 1§ internesfed, please contact
Ross at P.0. Box 3895, Downey, CA 9024Z.




OPAL S0LIDS
WHITE @ BLACK ® CRYSTAL © BOULDER

OPAL TRIPLETS
LARGE VARIETY OF CALIBRATED SIZES
SPECIAL STONES OR LOTS FOR MANUFACTURERS

ROUGH OPAL

FOR PROFESSIONALS AND LAPIDARIES
ALSO.SAPPHIRES, CHRYSOPRASE, ETC.
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"JAYSON” TRAURIG BROS. PTY. LTD.

822 George Street
Sydney, Australia 2000

Cable: Cufflinks, Sydney
Telephone: 211 2185




OPALPHILE PROFILE

As an added feature to the Newsfetten, the editon 4is introducing
in this issue, "Opalphile Profile," in which memberns are interviewed
and asked to share thein opal experiences, internests and ideas. 1t seems

§itting and propern to begin this sernies with our esteemed president, Tom
Parker.

Tom's road to opals was quite "rocky" at first (pun intended) as
his early lapidary fascination was mainly in rock hunting and collecting
a wide variety of stones. Ironically, he first became interested in
opals through another gem club, where he learned of the A0S Show, attended

it out of curiosity, and became a member shortly after. That was about
six years ago.

Since then, he has all but abandoned his other stone interests.
When he speaks of opals, Tom's enthusiasm is truly contagious. "All
opals are totally unique," he said. "No two pieces look the same. And
it doesn't have to be the most spectacular or expensive stone; if it's
cut right, the color and the beauty are there."

Tom has become quite proficient in cutting opal and making lovely
pieces of jewelry, mainly with the help of other AQS members. Even today,
Tom says with the cutting of opal stones comes a delightful, new surprise,
"...like opening a gift every time."

DUES

With the new year comes the necessity of membership renewal Lime.
Again, dues are the same ab Last year, the yean begore, and the yean
before that, etc. That's $12.00 gor the Local members and $6.00 for
Associate Members. — Recently someone asked, "Just where do my dues dotlars
go, angway?" A pergectly Legitimate question and deserving of a straight-
forwand answer. Here 48 a partiak List of what our dues do...

1. Pay the bills--

A0S phone bill

P.0. Box rental

Bulk nate pemit and annual fee
Newslettern printing and mailing
Postage
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(Cont'd on Page 6)
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2. Help degray some of the Show expenses--
Adverntising

Printing

Mailing

Insurance

License fees

Ribbons, door prizes, badges, ete.
Table contractons
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3. Support the educational program--

a. Stones for the evaluation kit
b. Practice stones for members to wonk on
c. Workshop operations

The bottom Line, then, L5 that our faithful and continued support
keeps owr American Opal Society operating. Please neturn the enclosed foxam
with the amount indicated above to, A0S, P.0. Box 3895, Downey, CA 90242

To: Amerdican Opal Society, P.0. Box 3895, Downey, CA 90242

Enclosed arne my 1983 dues:

Name. Phone

Address Zip Code

PLease indicate whether you would be interested in comnresponding with
someone who shares yourn specdal opal internest:

Yes
No
Special internest

Comments :

Next month: "Desent Flame of Andamooka, Part 1." Don't miss this provocative
article Ain the next issue of the Newsletter.
Ed.
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