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AN ACE TO THE NTH DEGREE ... Our February Meeting

Vern Trozzi. A name synonymous with craftsmanship and articulate design.
A gifted speaker as well, Mr. Trozzi freely shared professional know-how
and hints that could turn a so-so piece of jewelry into a work of art. Such
things as techniques on how to set a baroque design in wax (by simply not
using wax at all but a simple cuttlebone and charcoal process); the best
methods of re-tipping prongs; the right kinds of torches to use; casting metal
onto metal; the list continues. And speaking of works of art, Vern displayed
some samples of his own works. Try to imagine a tiny, gold-plated violin
case, about 2 inches long, that actually opens up and a teeny, little in-
tricately designed violin pops up. Incredible? Perhaps not when you consider
it's just another ''touch of the master's hand."

OUR NEXT MEETING will be Thursday, March 10, at 7:30...

...and will feature a really neat presentation--no, make that an
ADVENTURE--by special guest speakers Walter and Joan Abramson. Their slide
presentation and talk will cover trips to the major Australian opal mines,
including Coober Pedy, Mintabie and Lightning Ridge, where the Abramsons put
down holes, worked the mines and did some noodling, among other adventurous
activities. Quite an enviable feat. We heartily welcome Joan and Walter
Abramson to our March meeting.

AND. . .immediately following the program, be prepared to take a chance!!
The raffle is back, friends, with lovely opal stones as prizes.

IN ADDITION TO...a delectable fare featuring dainty repast (usually of
the confectionery persuasion).

NOT TO MENTION...good, old-fashioned socializing.

Again, that's Thursday, March 10, at 7:30 p.m. at the California Federal
building, 8211 E. Firestone Blvd., in Downey. See the enclosed map for
directions.




OPALPHILE PROFILE

I am pleased to introduce an Associate Member, Mr. R. E. Shanahan, of
Sacramento, and this month's article is a letter I received from him, which
so eloquently ''says it all" that I couldn't possibly add another word.
EXCEPT... Come to our next General Meeting and see pictures of his beautiful
designs.

"I became an incureable Opalholic some 5 years ago and "went professional"
with my work 3-1/2 years ago, when I joined a local art gallery co-op; re-
ceived a design award in the 1981 California State Fair; have been invited
to--and shown my work--three times at Merlin's, a fine arts gallery in Mill
Valley, California; I have yet to gain the financial success to attend and
show in the A 0.S. Shows and Seminars, my "dream' for the past three years.
Also, since I developed some medical problems and limitations seven years
ago, I've been unable to do all that I would like to, to get my custom opal
jewelry business ''rolling'', and would greatly appreciate any helpful suggestions
in this area, since I "know'" that then I could share and learn a great deal
more from fellow A.0.S. members. Most sincerely, R. E. Shanahan

"DIKSHAN" (Logo)
P.0. Box 28637
Sacramento, CA 95828
916-422-3752"
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FROM THE DESK OF THE SECRETARY
‘b Newest Members welcomed...
- Pat Sherrick of Garden Grove, California.

- Phillip and Beverly Gilliam of Cudahy, California

w® Carolyn Johansen joined the AOS in October and I cannot locate her
address or phone number. If anyone knows where I can reach her, please let
me know.

*Dues are still coming in and are as always greatly appreciated. For
the benefit of those who may have forgotten that AOS membership dues are
now due, or perhaps have forgotten the amount ($12.00 for Charter Members
per family (those within 50 miles of Downey); and $6.00 for Associate Members,
per family (those beyond the 50 mile point) I am again including the special
form to send in with your check. Thank you very much for your support.
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“JAYSON" TRAURIG BROS, PTY. LTD.

822 George Street
Sydney, Australia 2000

Cable: Cufflinks, Sydney

Telephone:

OPAL 30LIDS
WHITE @ BLACK ® CRYSTAL ® BOULDER

OPAL TRIPLETS
LARGE VARIETY OF CALIBRATED SIZES
SPECIAL STONES OR LOTS FOR MANUFACTURERS

ROUGH OPAL

FOR PROFESSIONALS AND LAPIDARIES
ALSO SAPPHIRES, CHRYSOPRASE, ETC.

211 2185




SHOW "BIZ'...An update

Plans are rolling! The AOS Show dates and location are now confirmed
(October 8 and 9 at Norwalk Civic Center); dealer contracts are being mailed;
flyers are hot off the presses; our publicity and advertising campaign has
been outlined. Things are really under way.

BUT...still needed are a co-Show chairman; a co-Seminar chairman, and

someone to assist with the machine demonstrations. VOLUNTEERS??? Phone
Jewett Pattee at 213-425-2426.
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To: Amerdcan Opal Society, P.0. Box 3895, Downey, CA 90242

Enclosed are my 1983 dues:

Name. Phone

Addness Zip Code

Please indicate whether you would be Linterested 4in corresponding with
someone who shares your special opal Ainternest:

Yes

No

Spectal interest

Comments:
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