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TO AUSTRALIA AND BACK... The March Meeting

I wish I could emulate with words the wonderful
experience we all shared at our last meeting as Walter Vi
and Joan Abramson took us on a picture tour of beautiful NEXT
Sydney...Alice Springs.. the rugged roads of Coober m
Pedy...Mintabie...the thirsty plains of Glen Garry..Yowah.. ’ n
Lightning Ridge. It was a trip to remember.

Along the way we visited some cave homes (or dugouts as they're called--
so built as to maintain an even temperature all year long); we watched mines
being holed by gigantic vacuum-like earth machines; we explored the deep, dark
places of the earth, and therein came face to face with nature's play of
colors. And then there were the teasing glimpses of the koalas (recently
determined by some to be the "cutest animal in the world"); frolicsome
kangaroos and wallabys (many are adopted as pets in Australia); emus; dingos;
and the ever-intriguing duck-billed platypus.

After we reluctantly arrived back, having seen with our eyes the wonders
of Downunder, we were able to touch bits and pieces of Australia that Walter
and Joan brought hack with them. In all my life I never dreamed I would pick
up an emu egg; or feel the softness of a wallaby pelt; or wonder at the
aerodynamic principle of a boomerang; or ask just what does one do with a
billy can!! (it's for boiling water, actually). NOT TO MENTION the enormous
display of opal samples. Just to name a few: opalized clay wasp nests (it's
true!), Chines hats (nobbies), blue potch, boulder, red fire, shell fire,
pipe clay, stalagtite, treated Matrix, Mintabie, Yowah nut, faceted potch, green,
opal clay. (Totally awesome!!)

Oour warmest thanks and appreciation to Walter and Joan for presenting to
us a superb evening of education, travel and fun.
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And speaking of fun...the RAFFLE was!! But then, what else could it
be with Roy Savage and Dick Koch at the helm. For the mere price of a $§1.00
chance the lucky winners of finished, gem-gquality iridescence (also known as
opals) were: Glenn Briney, Blaine Milliron and Jim Looney.




OUR NEXT MEETING...will be on April 14, 1983...

...And Dr. Ross Stambler is going to head this appraisal status
session. It is at that time that we will determine where we're going
with the appraisal kit project. And so, Ross says to BRING IN YOUR
APPRAISAL KITS EVEN IF THEY'RE NOT COMPLETED...Even if you have only one
stone...No matter what stage of completion they're in, bring them in.

It should be noted that Ross has worked very hard on this project,
expending much of his time and energies, traveling to and fro, selec-
tively shopping to find those "just right" pieces. Let's show our
support to this program, and make it work, by coming to the April
meeting with our stones.

When? Thursday, April 14, 1983
Where? at the Cal-Fed Building

8211 E. Firestone, in Downey
Time? 7:30 p.m.

And...be prepared to possibly walk out with a pretty polished stone
in your pocket as Lady Luck readies up to smile upon some more lucky
winners..... “leause it's raffle time again after the session.
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IN MEMORIAM

On February 23, Karl Palas, a wonderful friend and member of AOS
for many years, passed away after a long illness. He was 74.

Karl lived a rich and full life, having accomplished great feats.
He was a member of the 1932 and 1936 Olympic gymnastic teams (along with
his wife, Florence) and won medals in the competitions. He later became
a teacher of athletics and mathematics for the Los Angeles Unified School
District and taught for 28 years. As a member of A0S, he and Florence
have been responsible for years of generous service.

Our heartfelt condolences to Karl's family. He will be greatly
missed by all.
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LATE ARRIVAL

The much-awaited arrival of the IBM Personal Computer has FINALLY happened.

Arrived: 3/26/83 Dimension: Various
Time: 12:33 p.m. Nickname: Wizard
Weight: H-E-A-V-Y Proud Recipients: Andy & Colleen Guerrette

Now we can get down to the business of computerizing our mailing labels,
membership list, and whatever other applications will be beneficial to the
Society.

The following bytes of information are for the Computer Buffs in our
midst, should there be ideas or suggestions for Wizard's utmost utilization:

CPU: 8088 Chip with 8087 for mathematical applications.

512K bytes of undercover memory.

Two 5-1/4" double sided diskette drives

Printer: 80 column graphics matrix with selectable character sets.

The startup will be a mite slow as there is a certain amount of familiari-
zation to be done by our computer ace.
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THE MAIL DILEMMA

Every month the Newsletter Editor collects data for, edits, types, sub-
mits to the printers, collates, staples, labels, sorts and delivers to the
post office our publication with the hopes of delivery before the General Meeting.
As of late, for reasons unknown, the delivery of bulk mail has been slower than
usual, and as a result many people receive their letter days after the meeting.
This is an ongoing problem and as yet unresolved. This edition, however, is
being brought to you first-class courtesy of one of our members.
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PERSONAL GLIMPSES

* Happy to report that Carolyn King is recuperating nicely from
her recent surgery.

* Good to see Jim and Jackie Holland again, after their tour of
the Orient. Heard they had a splendid time.

¥ Congratulations to Jewett and Dorothea Pattee on their prize-
winning opal display at the Bellflower Show.



OPALPHILE PROFILE

This month our featured opalphile is a very interesting associate
member from Indianapolis, Indiana, William W. Davis, PhD. Dr. Davis, along
with his wife, Louise, began attending rock shows about 1950, and thus
began their adventure with opal...He writes:

'""Perhaps the most important incident in my affair with opal occurred
during my first attendance at the opal show and seminar in Downey in 1974.
I bought some hyalite opal from Sr. Velosques. It was raw pieces of opal
which had separated perfectly from its enclosing rock and had not been
tumbled or cut into or broken. Every piece retained the exact shape in
which it had been formed from its fluid progenitor. Each was a solidified
'""lake''. The surface of the lake, the markings of the bottom and sides, and
even gas bubbles within were all there. I spent most of that night with a
6X glass examining the approximately 30 pieces. These provided the clues
for my later "understanding' of how opal is formed in nature."

"What I find most fascinating about opal is the challenge to understand
its natural formation. The electron microscopy done by the Australian
scientists laid out the lattice structure of opal and its causative relation
to the play of color. Their exquisite demonstration almost ''forced' them
to speculate on the mechanism of its formation. Their sedimentation hypo-
thesis had enough credibility that no one took issue with it until T pub-
lished my hypothesis.

"You ask what is my main interest in opal. That's like asking me what
I like about my wife! Everything, of course. Well, I don't do much setting
of opals; but otherwise I'm fully committed, cutting, polishing, thin slicing,
studying them (both optically and geometrically), speculating about how
"'she' got that way and writing poetry to 'her."

"I have good pieces of opal from most sources that I know of. I suppose
that the most beautiful is the multi color opal from Australia. However, I
have learned most from the 'worthless' Mexican Hyalite Opal and feel closest
to it. (It doesn't have many other friends.) If I could visit and freely
explore around the area, I think my opal field trip would again be to the
country around Magdalena in Mexico.

"As indicated in the opal papers, I believe the last stages of opal forma-
tion is a silicification by a process similar to that widely operative in
nature where porous objects and materials become filled with opal or with
chalcedony. My present commitment is to round out and publish a systematic
theory of silicification. A first edited text has been completed and as they
say "'tried out on the dogs.'" But it doesn't progress very fast."

Dr. Davis, now retired, was a research chemist, headed the Dept.
of Physical Chemistry, was director Physico Chemical Div, and research
adviser of EI1i Lilly & Co. He has written some excellent articles on
opal formation, and has a few reprints available upon request. One of his
papers is "An Alternative Hypothesis for the Natural Formation of Opal,"
and one is entitled, "Contra Luz Opal:" Structure and Optical Properties.
These two articles were included with his letter and will be available for
perusal at our next meeting.




OPAL SOLIDS
WHITE  BLACK © CRYSTAL ¢ BOULDER

OPAL TRIPLETS
LARGE VARIETY OF CALIBRATED SIZES
SPECIAL STONES OR LOTS FOR MANUFACTURERS

RAOUGH OPAL

FOR PROFESSIONALS AND LAPIDARIES
ALSO SAPPHIRES, CHRYSOPRASE, ETC.

“JAYSON” TRAURIG BROS, PTY. LD,

822 George Street
Sydney, Australia 2000

Cable: Cufflinks, Sydney
Telephone: 211 2185
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*#*0UR MEETINGS ARE THE SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH AT THE ABOVE LOCATION**
(We miss vou when you're not there)

**0UR A.0.S. TELEPHONE NUMBERS ARE 213-869-4155 and 213-868-5091%*

o ko oAy g¥o gke gAy oky gke gke gAy gko gke gAe oko gk gRe gXe gko ke gAe gXo ghe gRe ghy gko ke gAY gho oks pke gAe ghs ke pAe phe oXo gk sA¢

**DEADLINE FOR NEWSLETTER ITEMS IS THE 25th OF THE MONTH**
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Next Month: WHERE TO MINE AND WHEN.



