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CRYSTAL? SEMI-CRYSTAL? JUST PLAIN OPAL? ... The April Méeting

The last General Meeting was another SPECTAL EVENT which featured
training in stone identification. While everyone utilized the A.0.S. apprai-
sal kits (plus their own stones) the center of emphasis concentrated in
classification of stones as to type rather than grading for price. Mr. Dick
Koch led the session and was assisted by other A.0.S. members. The areas of
greatest problems centered around crystal opal vs. semi-crystal vs. just
thin opal pieces. All agreed each category of opal was in fact opaque to
elearish but real crystal opal is water-glass clear with color while semi-
erystal show some fog to the stone even though one may still be able to
hold it up to the light and see through the stone. It was also pointed out
that while opal if cut very thin can also be clearish to the eye but it is
not crystal.

Some of the members spent time utilizing the grading kit to practice in
grading stones for price. This was enjoyable and lively as estimates varied
from person to person. Many agreed that the practice in classifying crystal
vs. semi-crystal vs. white opal helped in utilizing the appraisal kit.

-by Brian Franks-

OUR NEXT MEETING IS THURSDAY, MAY 12..

..and will be hosted by gracious, easy-going Roy Savage. Roy plans to
impart some of his ingenious "how to" knowledge on casting techniques. For

example:

1. How to assemble a make-do casting machine--cheap--out of odds and
ends.

How to prepare wax models.

How to sprue up.

How to invest.

How to always know the right ratio of water to investment compound.
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In other words, HOW TO MAKE WAX MODEL CASTING EASY AND FUN in just a
few simple lessons (or one hard one!!).

WHEN? Thursday, May 12, at 7:30 p.m. .
WHERE? At the Cal-Fed Building, 8211 E. Firestone, in Downey

(P.S. =~ The Board recently decided that we'd try something new at the
meetings--starting on timel!l We'll see how it goes Thursday.)




WEDDING BELLS

) Congratulations to Jim Sgro, our former president, and
Veronica Hartman, on their recent marriage. Our warmest wishes
to both bride and groom,

Sincere best to Retha Eaton, our former treasurer, and
Roy Hellregal, who tied the knot on March 23. We wish Retha and
Roy every happiness.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS ---

-William and Julia Price of Cocoa, Florida (Re-joined)
~Michael Traurig and Rachel Traurig of Sydney, Australia
-Carl and Marilyn Palas of Huntington Beach

~Carmen Nieminen and Caroline Johmston of Los Angeles, Californ
-Don Walker of Provo, Utah

-Irene Carter of Garden Grove, California

~Robert Fava of Miami, Florida

-Prescott and April Smith of Springville, Tennessee
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We hope you will enjoy your membership in the American Opal Soc
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CLUB OUTING

Circle May 21 on your calendar. A very specidal club project is going
to take place on that day, and everyone 18 welcome to paftchpCLQ While
some might call it a "work bee' we choose to call it "fun."  We plan to
get together and clean the yard at the Palas residence in apprectation for
the years of service they've provided the club. Please call Tom Parker

for details: 213-693-2823.




VISITOR INFORMATION GUIDE

iy NOWAK
LI ~ FIRE OPAL
. ..".;, L OPAL CANYON RD, KERN COUNTY, CAL!F

Visitors welcome both weekdays and week
& o, W N BRe ends. Open year around except second

: ¢ E§{ weekend in October or Christmas. Care-
S ROAD ® = qp ok~ taker on premises. $2.00 a day per

,i\ person. Special rate to groups over

' ' 20 people.
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- 'muusnﬁmsa Diggers welcome. Trailers, campers,
vans, tents or autos are welcome. Toi- i
Wl : : let facilities available, but no hook=
\i e ups. During November to May bring tire
. chains. Drive with care and stay on
S o main track. Avoid loose sand.

‘N DESERT DRY CAMP: Bring your own food
and plenty of water.

Open fires permitted; bring your fire~-
wood.
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MINING METHODS: Hard rock open pit hand
mining. No power tools or explosives.,
For maximum enjoyment, one may either
dig with hammer and chisels, or search
for opal in the tailings. Area is arid
basalt or c¢lay at about 2500 foot ele-
vation. Nights cold in Winter, days are
warm., Summer days are hot, with pleas-
ant cool nights.

CALIFOANIA CITY

\

25 MILES ————+

AVID DIGGERS SHOULD BRING THE FOLLOWING:
Short handled hammer=- 2 to 10 lbs
Chisels- heavy, 1 inch by 8 inch
Shovel, bucket, and whisk broom
OPTIONAL: Tile cutters, and soft pad
for kneeling or sitting on rock.
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Precious opal is found as nodules in the
basaltic rock, generally in pockets.
Success depends on both determination
and luck!

For further information or to plan group
visits, call: (213) 899-5744




OPAL 80LIDS
WHITE @ BLACK ® CRYSTAL ¢ BOULDER

OPAL TRIPLETS
LARGE VARIETY OF CALIBRATED SIZES
SPECIAL STONES OR LOTS FOR MANUFACTURERS

ROUGH OPAL

FOR PROFESSIONALS AND LAPIDARIES
ALSO.SAPPHIRES, CHRYSOPRASE, ETC.

“JAYSON” TRAURIG BROS. PTY. LD,

822 George Street
Sydney, Australia 2000

Cable: Cufflinks, Sydney
Telephone: 211 2185
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(OUR CLUB MEETS HERE THE SECOND THURSDAY OF
EACH MONTH....)
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SHOW BIZ...

October's Show theme is "4 KALEIDOSCOPE OF OPAL."

7z
KALEIDOSCOPE: (ka-li-da-scop) An instrument which
exhibits by means of mirror reflection, a variety
of beautiful colors and symmetrical forms; a changing
or complex design or scene.

Jewett says things are running pretty smoothly, except for the usual
problems of volunteers. He still needs a co-chairperson to help ease
some of the workload. The Seminar Chairman still needs a co-chairperson,
too. Dick Koch and Brian Franks, our publicity staff, are hard at work,
and doing a terrific job. Hard to bel”eve there's only five months left...
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i~ Amenican Opal Society

RETURN TO:

P.0. BOX 3895
DOWNEY, CA 90242 FIRST CLASS




