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It's hard to determine just which is

the most awesome feature of this annual
event: whether it's the world's largest
single gathering of opal collections; or that
opal from every known mining location on this
planet will be represented; or that no matter
what your interests or tastes, you'll find "your
own thing" at th~ American Opal Society's 16th Annual Show, Saturday and
Sunday, October 8 and 9, 1983. The beautifully landscaped Norwalk Civic
Center will house the exciting two-day extravaganza, where activities
will include sales; displays; demonstrations; lessons in cutting,
shaping and polishing stones; and virtually every aspect of jewelry
making. A free practice stone will be. given to every 'attendee who
wishes to dabble in the arts and perhaps discover some hidden talents.

AND ...in conjunction with the Show, a stimulating two-day Seminar
promises to enrich any Opalphile's background and expertise. Expert
lecturers are scheduled to elaborate on a broad range of topics,
including opal identification and appraisal procedures, as well as
mining methods, customer-dealer relations, economic implications in
the Market •..and more ...much more ...all for a very modest investment of
only $25.00. For reservations, please send your check for $25.00,
payable to American Opal soc i.et.u , to Phil Gilliam, Seminar Chairman,
P.O. Box 3895, Downey, CA 90242.

Additionally, monetary prizes will be awarded to several
creative individua.Zs following the decisions of a five-member panel
of judges, in the Fourth Annual Jewelry Design Contest. (Rules to
follow) .

The Optimist Club will be on hand early Saturday with donuts and
coffee ...and will also provide a menu featuring a variety of hot
entrees both days.

So come early! Stay late! Bring your friends, family and relatives.
Spread the "lord.

For assistance or questions, contact Mr. Jewett Pattee, Show
Chairman, at P.O. Box 3895, Downey, CA 90242; or call him at 213-425-2426;
OR call the secretary, Colleen, at 213-868-5091.

(P.S. A map is enclosed for the convenience of our out of town
visitors. )

---------_._-----_ _ ----_._ _--- --_ .._. -------



2

THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
OPAL JEWELRY DESIGN CONTEST

INFORMATION AND RULES

1. Each entry is required to feature opal or be entirely opal.
Th~ finsihed item is to fit the broad classification of jewelry,
personal adornment.

2. Entries are to be brought to the Norwalk Civic Center on Saturday
October 8, between 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Entries are to be turned over
to the design contest chairman in the International Room. Each entry is
to be accompanied by a fee of $1.00. Limit entries to 3 per person.
A release is to be signed by entrants, that absolves the Society of any
liability. Entrant is responsible for his/her own insurance, though the
AOS will responsibly handle submitted material.

3. Judging will take place Saturday by votes from a five-judge panel.
Results will be announced Sunday morning, October 9.

4. Formal presentation of awards will be made at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday
October 9.

5. Entrants are required to present their receipt and take possession
of entries at 5:00 p.m. Sunday, October 9.

The awards and prizes of this AOS sponsored contest are:

Grand prize
First prize
Second prize
Third prize

$75.00
50.00
37.50
25.00

Then, five prizes, each for $15.00 for outstanding achievement, and 1984
AOS paid membership for five honorable mention recipients.

Judging will be on the basis of:

OPAL: Quality, color, uniqueness, attractiveness,
and appeal.

SETTING: Execution, balance, design and presentation.



JAmE$ J~HN WE$CEY $mACCW~~D
June 11, 1915 - August 16, 1983

After a long illness, Jim $mallwoon succnnhen to heart failure while
visiting relatives in florina this summer. IDeare all sanaenea by the news
of Jim's aeath~

Cooking back over the years, as an A®$ member Jim was always willing
to help out where neenen. He heln responsible positions as a member of the
Boara of Directors, ana rarely missea a meeting. Each year for the past
several years he ann his wife Pat nonaten scans of opal to the A®$ annual
raffles ana nevoten many hours to the $how's success. Bill Juaa recalls
that Jim was very instrumental in establishing the electroforming ana
electroplating procenures currently being usen, ana was reanily available
to assist ',.in the workshop.

Jim's life was rich ann full ann busy. While serving his country in
the Navy, he became involven in electronics ann in short-wave ranio
operations, which hecame an avocation that was to remain with him through-
out the years. Cater, his career as a niesel engineer took him to such
far-away places as the Innian ®cean, ~iet-Nam, ann mexico. Ana it's
interesting to note that it was while on assignment in mexico that he
nis6.iveten the exdting worln of opal! anD the fascination with this
gemstayea with him from that point on. After he became an A®$ member
Jim submitten an excellent article on mexican opal for'our Newsletter
that sparkeD the interest of many opalholics.

Retirement ninn't slow him Gown. He loven the great outDoors ann
spent many hours pursuing the sportsman's life, hunting, fishing anD
golfing. Jim was also a member of the Downey masonic orner anD was
actively involveD in the t.B. React ~roup, which is a special emergency
help system on the t.B. channel, as well as a member of the ~la timers
Club. He haD recently accomplisheD the feat of passing his first ham
ope raters test anD was Due to try for the seconD one upon return from
his vacation.

Jim leaves his wife, Pat, also a much-loveD member of the A~$, ann
one son.

~he voin at A~$ will he felt for some time to come: at the general
meetings, at the boarn meetings, at the annual $how, at the Workshop.
Ann so it is with great reluctance ann sorrow that we must say goonbye
to our frienn ann colleague, Jim $mallwoon.
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THE AMERleAN OPAl IOCIETY
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"A KALEIDOSCOPE OF OPAL" BANQUET

To celebrate our annual event a special dinner is in the planning
following Show closing time on SaturdaYt October 8. Please plan to join
the festivities at the La Fiesta Restaurant in Lakewood (a map will be
provided) where there'll be a delicious choice of five dinners, and
the cost is a very reasonable $7.24 per person (not including drinks).
Just one hitch, tho. Maybe two. Hospitality chairman Paula Parker
needs to know how many people to reserve the banquet room for .•.AND
the restaurant requires advance payment. So ...if you plan to attend,

please submit your payment as soon as possible, or call Paula
at 213-693-2823 ...••

Attention Show participant dealers ••.Your dinner and your spouse's
or a guest's are "on the house," compliments of A.O.S. If you plan to
bring extra guests, please enclose $7.24 per person along with the form
provided below, by September 15. Payable to American Opal Society.

I/We plan to attend the A.O.S. "A Kaleidoscope of Opal" dinner on
Saturday, October 8, 1983, at 7:00 p.m., at the La Fiesta Restaurant
in Lakewood.

Name----------------------------------------------------------~--~-------
No. in Party @ $.7.24 each. Amt. Enclosed------------------ (Cost includes tax & t~l-p~)-----~

Paula Parker, Hospitality Chairman
American Opal Society
P.O. Box 3895
Downey, CA 90242

Please mail to:

For Dealer Participants

I/We plan to attend the A.O.S. "A Kaleidoscope of Opal" dinner on
Saturday, October 8, 1983, at 7:00 p.m., at the La Fiesta Restaurant
in Lakewood.
Name of Dealer & Spouse or Guest~ _

No. of extra guests @ $} .24 ea. Amt. Enc ,__ ~_
(Cost includes tax & tip)

Please mail to: Paula Parker, Hospitality Chairman
American Opal Society
P.O. Box 3895
Downey, CA 90242

••
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AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 3895
VO(IJNEV, CA 90242

To San Ga
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8211 E. Firestone Blvd.
Downey, CA
California-Federal

~ S s L __ .s-: i ~ ~i --------------: ~
~ ~ ~~+_----------- ..---.---------.-.. b;!. _

~ Imperial Hwy !a..

. I>< I~-,lf1 \~.....')iL- ------- .----.----~

To Santa Ana
Fwy

~

iel F~
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k- To Long Beach Fwy

(OUR CLUB MEETS HERE THE SECOND THURSDAY OF
EACH MONTH ....)

AO Phone 213-86 -4155
213-86 -5091
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SEPTEMBER MEETING

Tying up the loose ends for the last-minute preparations of the Show,
some good thoughts and ideas were borne out of an open forum discussion.
For example, why not look into some new table skirting (if too late this
year, then for next year) ...AND ...those who can, bring plants to the Show
to place decoratively around the tables. Then, a jewelry design contest
chairman was named, Colleen Guerrette. Any questions about the contest,
call Colleen at 213-868-5091.

Of special importance, the following announcement was made:

THE OCTOBER GENERAL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON SEPTEMBER 29.
So, if you've never been to an October meeting in September, ,this

will be a first

Winding up the meeting, the raffle winners, courtesy of Brian Franks
and Philip Pearl, were Ross Stambler, Harold Umberson, and Eha Palm-Leis.

# # #



*"<.AlIleuc~~Tu2p~o~goclel9
P.O. Box 3895
Downey, - Ca. 90242

First Class


