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"KALEIDOSCOPE" A HIT

President Tom Parker is proud to announce that it was another successful
and exciting two-day event. Attendance was good; the weather was accommodating;
sales were generally of a profitable nature; customers were pleased; prize and
contest winners were delighted with their winnings. There was a definite aura
of positiveness generating from all directions. And the banquet on Saturday
night was enjoyed by 86 people, the majority of whom would like to see a
similar gathering again next year. Our thanks and appreciation to hostess
Paula Parker, who under some trying circumstances at times, managed to coordi-
nate the dinner in her usual cool, calm and efficient fashion.

* * *
Special acknowledgment is given at this time to chairman Jewett Pattee

and his wife Dorothea for their expert guidance throughout the year and
their skillful handling of the endless, tedious details that necessarily
accompany the job. Their efforts have not gone unnoticed. The American
Opal Society wishes to express its deepest gratitude to the Pattees for their
superior achievement under sometimes tense and stressful situations. Their
perseverance, patience and positive attitude, together with hard work, sacrifice,
determination and dedication, have led the Society to an extraordinary accomp-
lishment for 1983.

* .* *

Every job in the Show is special and unique, and the individuals who
perform the myriad tasks required for such a production, deserve a hats-off
salute. This special post-Show edition is dedicated to all who worked both
as a team and individually to give our Show the success we all enjoyed.

SEMINAR

Chairman Phil Gilliam, although unfortunately was forced to spend the
weekend in the hospital, is to be highly commended for his programming schedule.
Attendees were quite pleased with both the speakers and the topics, and
everything went smoothly and as planned with very few problems. Special thanks
to John Hall and Glenn Briney for "subbing" at the last minute. Both John
and Glenn have been involved previously with Seminar procedures, and having
their expertise to draw from was really a blessing.

ADVERTISING

A farther-reaching span of communities was made aware of the Show this
year, thanks to our very capable publicity staff--Dick Koch and Brian Franks.
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It seems that Dick spent a lot of time interfacing with media people, while
Brian put his brilliant creative writing talents to wort, and together the two
pushed for a sweeping advertising campaign. By the way, it worked!!

DEBITS, CREDITS, CHECKS, BALANCES AND HEADACHES

Every year the Treasurer inherits the burdensome tasks of collecting,
counting, recording, making lists (and checking them twice), balancing,
ledgerizing, writing checks, running to and fro--ad infinitum. In short, his
job is no piece of cake. But Harold Umberson is synonomous with efficiency and
precision. and a young man whose rare talent with numbers and columns and
balances has become virtually an indispensable staple to AOS. Especially
during the last hectic days prior to Show time. At times it may seem like a
"thankless" job to him; but, in fact, Harold is very highly appreciated and
respected, and a definite asset to our whole operation.

AT THE DOOR

Well, now, just who were those cheery, friendly people at the door
greeting each customer with bright, warm smiles and lots of charisma? This
is a very important post and one that requires personality-plus individuals--
and we had 'em. Helen Milliron, Catherine Bieniek, Florence Palas, Edna
Moothart, Sue Umberson and Roy Savage. With this lineup of greeters, the first
impression of the AOS had to be positive.

DOWN TO THE WIRE

It's often taken for granted that there's going to be a plug and a socket,
and that a switch will turn on the lights. But without our resident electri-
cians this just wouldn't be so. Mike Kowalsky and Julius Lippa for years have
been responsible for the electrical and wirin~ portion. Familiar with the
intricate procedures and codes as required by law, we are quite fortunate indeed
to be able to count on their special ability from year to year.

DEMONSTRATIONS

Blaine Milliron was the young man over on the west side who held crowds
captive for two days, showing them how to cut thepractjce stones they
received at the door. Blaine was also responsible for scheduling and arrang-
ing the demonstrations, or, more officially, the demonstration chairman.

Electroforming and electroplating were eloquently demonstrated by our
own Mr. Bill Judd, while Carvin' Marvin masterfully enlightened his audiences
with his specialty. Someone was overheard asking the question, "Can opal be
faceted?" "Of course," someone else replied, pointing to Anthony of Spruce
Goose, who was doing that very thing as onlookers gazed in wonderment.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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PRIZES

Adding sparkle and appeal to the drawing, raffle chairperson Veronica
Sgro turned the weekend's final event into a really fun adventure. Winners
were obviously elated with their prizes of good-quality bottles of rough,
and the raffle gave a lively finishing touch to the day's activities.

BEHIND THE SCENES

What would we do without those very special people who faithfully set
up and take down the tables and skirting? Those like Jake and Lauritta Schmidt,
Emil Gales, Della Judd, and everyone already mentioned above. And they never
complain, but instead turn an otherwise hum-drum job into an evening of fun
and recreation.

A WORD FROM ROSS STAMBLER, EDUCATION CHAIRMAN

Thanks to Rod Griffin, opal dealer from Australia and San Francisco, for
his donation of boulder opal for our specimen collection.

Some additional support from these dealers:

Carvin' Marvin Wilson gave us a small diamond point for carving; Ed
Alexander of Andria Bree Gem Co. gave a round treated matrix opal cab; A.
Mendelsohn, Andamooka Fine Opals/and Jeffrey Bergman of Las Vegas both contri-
buted some opal cabs for some advertising space.

Once again, we negotiated a very favorable
for some fine opal for the education committee.
super supporter of the A.O.S.

exchange with John Traurig
John Traurig is indeed a

* * *
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FREE FREE FREE FREE

Qpal Cutting Seminar

The American Opal Society will hold its November Meeting at a special
time and place in order to offer hands on experience in cutting and
polishing opal. The November general meeting will be held on the
FIRST SATURDAYin November (Nov. 5) at Heritage Park Fine Arts
Center, in Irvine Calif. The meeting will begin at 11:00 am in the
morning and will run until approximately 2:00 prn in the afternoon.

The Irvine Fine Arts Center offers an unusual opportunity, since it has
meeting rooms which are joined with a fully equipped lapidary and
jewelry studio. The studio has five grinding and polishing machines,
slab and trim saws and other general lapidary equipment.

The American Opal Society invites all members and friends of the
Society to come to the meeting. You will get "hands-on" help in
learning how to cut the opal that you have purchased at this Show-- or
bring opal that you already own but have been "afraid" to cut because
it is too tricky! !

SEE YOU AT THE SPECIAL MEETING
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OPAL SPECIALISTS TO THE WORLD
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\ CARVIN' MARVIN
l4602 Norwalk Blvd.
Norwalk, CA 90650
213-921-4898
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JEFFERY BERa1AN
P.O. Box 43357
Las Vegas, NV89104
702-733-0014

Specialist in fine opal
All jewelry & gems wholesale and retail

ANDAMOOKA FINE OPALS
A.Mendelsohn
Box 80, Andamooka, S.A. 5722
Phone 72-7046


