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***** THE JANUARY HAPPENING *****
Virtually all the "HOW-TOs" and "HHEREFOREs" and "WHYs" of opal valuation

were encountered at our January -General Meeting. Using the American Opal
Society appraisal chart, the well-attended session divided into groups, -Led
by Blaine Milliron, Ross Stambler, Dick Koch and Bill Judd, each an artisan
in his own right, and the variousasp~cts of opal appraisal were explored
and touched upon. It was a gainful evening. And fun, too.

Every now and then we're privileged to meet some of our members from
"far away," and that's always a treat. Adding to our especially eventful
evening, it was a pleasure and a delight to have in attendance the Sibleys
and the DeHarrolds, who drove all the way in from Ridgecrest (160 miles) to
attend our appraisal session.

*"'*** FOR FEBRUARY **M<*

First, the when and where:

Thursday, February 9, and 7:30
At th~ California Federal building in Downey (Follow the map)

And now the who, what and why:

A visual SPECIAL, tastefully put together by one of our own
members, will be the featured program. The subject: tost Hax Casting, using
the steam method. The presentation includes detailed, step-by-step instruc-
tions with colorful illustrations to aid the avid "jewelry-ist" (is that a
word?) in this specialized fiel~.

Following the film, it's refreshments and 'raffle time! See you
all there!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------



*****IT "S THAT TIME AGAIN *****

••.to pay the club dues. This is by far the most unpleasant of the secretary's
task, asking for dues. But ask I must ••• Thanks VERY much for those already
in. Remember, they're the same as they've been for the last, oh, at least'
six years that I know of. We've been able to hold the line on inflation and
keep operating without raising the dues, which 1s really phenomenal these
days. Charter Members (those within 50 mi. of Downey) $12.00/Family unit

Associate Members (those outside the 50 mi. radius) $6.00/Family unit
Please use the enclosed form when mailing your check. Thanks again.

Name ~-------------- __------~-------------
Address ----------------------------------------
City State Zip-------------------------- --------- ------------
Phone ( )

Special days or events: (Optional)
Birthday __ ~! _

Name, Date

Birthday ~~--~---------- __----------~--------Name, Date
Anniversary _

Other ------------------------------------------
-----------------------------------.-~------------------------------------------

***** PRESIDENt'S MESSAGE *****

The presidency is a new challenge for ma. One of the prime objectives
is to keep meetings interesting by planning activities that our membership
will enjoy and that would also be of interest to newcomers. At our next
meeting'I would like for everyone to give their views on activities that
would interest them. Please give this some thought and we will have a
time of discussion at the February meeting.

I have not had an opportunity to thank all of you for your confidence
that you have placed in me by voting me to the position of president of the
American Opal Society, I wish to do so at this time. I will do my best
to justify your trust in me. This will be a year of challenge for the
Society, but I'm sure that ideas, plans and goals will be readily achieved.

Harold Umberson



'.

***** HODGEPODGE *****
- NANCY MEANS is our new refreshment chairman (affectionately tagged

"the Coffee LaCly,"-- her own words). We just want her to know we all
appreciate her t!me and efforts as well as those scrumptious goodies and
that piping hot, freshly-brewed gourmet brew.NANey is one of our newest
members, joined during the Show. If you haven't had'a chance to meet her
yet, do so at the next opportunity. A truly delightful lady.

- PAULA PARKER gave generously of her time, too, for two years, having
provided the tastv delights and made ~he coffee and poured the punch at each
of our meetings. If we never said thanks before it's .o.n1ybecause we were
too busy enjoying the treats. Thanks very much, PAULA, for your,generous
and gracious hospitality and service.

It was really nice to see JOE HUDDLE again after being absent for
a while. Welcome back, JOE ,and, we hope thfs.cmeans we'll be seeing more,
of you •

.;Our club librarian, PAT SMALLWOOV, continues to faithfully provide at
each meeting all the publications one might ever need in the lapidary field.
Petite as she is, PAT carries boxes of books in each 'month for our perusal
and enjoyment; Stop by and see'the'vast array of knowledge displayed at
the librarian's table, and let PAT know you appreciate her. '

- While we're on the subject, former librarian RITA SCHMIVT wanted to
share with the ladies (or anyone interested in romantic fiction) how much
she enjoyed the novel, "Pride of the Peacock, ','by Victoria Holt, much of
the adventurous story taking place in Australia, and a lot of opal mining.

- Thank you, NANCY MEANS, for those beautiful chocol~tes you donated
for the raffle.

- Members and prospective members are gathering at BILL JUVV'S workshop
every Monday and Tuesday evening. These sessions are continuing to prove
very informativ~ and educational on every perspective of opal. BILL gives
generously of his time to assist members in progressing in the art and science
of handling opal materials. Contact BILL at (213) 923-4643 for directions.
It's fun! It's a learning experience! And it's FREE!

- He who works with his hands is called a LABORER .••
He who works with his hands and his head is called a CRAFTSMAN .•.
He who works with his hands and his head and his heart is called an ARTIST.

- Submitted by HERSCHEL SIBLEY -

-JEWETT PATTEE received the enclosed letter '(following) and thought it
should be shared with our members... Briefly. George Brooks was robbed
at gunpoint and his entire stock of jewelry, loose stones and a large
collection of gem quality rough boulder 'opal,were stolen. \olecopied his
letter, in part.
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The fallowing 1s a brief lummary af the items .tolen:
.ElIJELRV
- Approximately 200 ringe, brooches, pendants, earringa, etc.

The majority of the piaces contain colarBd atones, many arl
enhanced with diamonda. Included 1n the mounted piecel are~
- App~oximately 10 Ruby and Diamond Rings; Rubies t. 3 ct••
- Approximately 8 5apphir~ and Diamond Ringa; Sapphires to 15 cta.
- 6 Diamond Engagemant Rings; Diamonds to 55 points.

2 Paridat Ringe; Peridata tD 40 cts.
- 2 Geldan Beryl Ringa; Baryla to 32 cta.
- 12 Tahitian Pearl Rings, many with dilmond shoulders.
- 12 Tahitiln Pearl Pendants.
- Approximately 50 Opal Rings and Pendante, white and black apel.

many with diamonds.
The remainder of the maunted jewelry consists of virtually all the
culDred atonea generally used 1n the jawelry trade.
UNMOUNTED STONES
- 1 Emsrald, flne, emerald cut - 10.88 ct••
- I Ruby, fine, oval - 2.27 eta.
- 1 Sapphire, oval - 5.63 cts.
- 1 Golden Beryl, cushion - 15.66 cts.
- Approximately 1,000 loosa opals, white, black end boulder opal.
- Large quantity of standard sized Opal, mostly fine cryetal.
- Approximately 200 natural black Tahitian Pearls ranging in

color frem grey to black Bnd from baroque to perfectly round
aizas to 11.5 mm.

ROygH MATERIAL
~·Appr.xiM.l.!Y 200 pieces of gem quality bDulder opal, some of
.. the f'ln••' .at.rial mined 1n Queenaland, Au.trella, since 1970.

S1z•• 1'.ng. from _ faw carata to pieces 1- X 4" lang, with bath
raugh .nd pall.hed fac•••

Tatal value of'gaode 1. fl'.~ $400,000 ta i600,OOO.
Anyan. bling ufferld the.. goode ar having any information about
th18 m.tter, pla••e cDntact George Brook. at (805) 969-23]0 Dr
Oetectiva Chuck Mennedv af the Santa Barbara Sheriff'a Dapt.,
<aDS) 967-5561, Ext. )07 - C••e Ne. 1-83-11520.
Your help would be gr••tly apprecieted. Thank you.
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OPAL seuss
WHITE- BLACK - CRYSTAL - BOULDER

OPAL TRIPLETS
LARGE VARIETY OF CALIBRATED SIZES
SPECIAL STONES OR LOTS FOR MANUFACTURERS

ROUGH OPAL
FOR PROFESSIONALS AND LAPIDARIES
ALSO· SAPPHIRES, CHRYSOPRASE, Ere.

OPAlt
,I,
-0-','

"JAYSOO" TPAURIG BROS. PlY. LID.
69 Abercrombie St~
Chippendale, Sydney 2008
Australia
tele:x: ·AA27113
Sycom for Traurig
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