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THE FEBRUARY CONSPIRACY
By Agate Crystal

Hi. I'ma spy! My mission for tonight (and I've chosen to accept it) is to
secretly observe an American Opal Society meeting and find out what those
people are up to. I'm talking into my tape recorder at this very moment,
giving a minute-by-minute account of the happenings as they occur. It's

the second Thursday in February (they meet on the second Thursday of each
month), and I'm in the heart of seductive downtown Downey, a thriving cosmo-
politan metropolis just southeast of Los Angeles. B-r-r-r!! It's a bit
chilly for a Southern California night. I'd better turn up the collar of my
trench coat and adjust my spy hat. There! TIt's kind of hard to see at
night with these dark glasses. Darn! This fake mustache is tickling my
nose. I hope I don't look too conspicuous, skulking around in the shadows
of night like this. (0h, the intrigue of it all...)

Out on the street the traffic is playing its usual erratic game of tag,
occasionally punctuated by sounds of screeching and honking. A kaleidoscope
of alluring storefront signs vie for attention up and down Firestone Boulevard.
I'm approaching the second story of a modern savings and loan building, where
the AOS meeting is about to begin. Peeking from a hiding place behind a
skinny post, I can see a lady in the kitchen happily and busily preparing

a large urn of coffee, while on the table behind her---boxes of rich, fattening
pink and chocolate and green and rainbow-colored donuts await their ultimate
destiny. (They look good enough to eat.) In the big room, people are milling
and mingling, setting up chairs, talking and laughing. (Friendly, casual
atmosphere.) 1'm now lurking in a dark corner, unnoticed, while a tall, blond
guy is calling the meeting to order. (Tap! Tap! Tap!) That's the sound of
the guy's gavel. Now to get to the core of this convocation. Aha! They're
showing color slides. Color slides of...let me just move in a little closer
and remove my glasses...that's better...color slides on '"Steam Casting."
(Hmmmrm!  An educational presentation. )

Concluding this clandestine investigation, I must deduce the following: the
American Opal Society is a non-profit, educational organization, friendly, fun,
and there's only one thing left for me to do: you guessed it. I'm defecting.
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So come back the second Thursday in March (March 8 at 7:30 p.m. to be exact)
when our meeting will feature another important educational subject, followed
by a raffle, followed by scrumptious pink and green and chocolate and rainbow
goodies. The enclosed map gives directions. Come. Learn. Enjoy.




é? SHOW BUSINESS AND
BOARD ACTION

It's official! Jewett Pattee will be our
1984 Show Chairman, with Tom Parker's most
capable assistance. Jewett and Tom, each
well seasoned in the field of coordinator-
ship, confidently laid out some preliminary
plans for the annual extravaganza at our
February board meeting. As soon as the
dates and times are confirmed, dealer con-
tracts will be mailed out, and we will be
on our usual roll in no time. We're off to
a roaring start.
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Blaine Milliron was appointed to the board
and unanimously approved. Blaine has been
a valuable asset to our organization, and
we heartily welcome him to this position of
leadership.

Roy Savage, raffle chairman, says...there
will be more than one prize at the raffles
from now on.
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We are proud and happy to introduce our
newest members:

Cathy Clark of Norwalk, CA

W. Ando of Garden Grove, CA

0. Hernandez of Cerritos, CA

Ed Budro of Dana Point, CA

Roz Feinstein of Philadelphia, PA

J. Hardman of Torrance, CA

Thomas § Rosalia Knieling of Downey, CA
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OPAL By Amy Lowell (1874-1925)

"You are ice and fire,

The touch of you burns my hands like snow.
You are cold and flame.

You are the crimson of amaryllis,

The silver of moon-touched magnolias.

When I am with you,

My heart is a frozen pond

Gleaming with agitated torches.”

PEOPLE NEWS

“or John and Evelyn Hall express their
appreciation to the A.0.S. members for
their remembrances during John's
recovery.
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vt A special thanks to Frank and
Helen Miller of Flame Gem in New York,
for sending an extra donation along
with their dues, and for the very
nice note.

vt When asked to fill in the ''special
days and events' section along with the
dues form, Gene LaVelle of Washington
says, '"Every day is important to me."
Isn't that neat?
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March Birthdays:

Evelyn Hall - March 18
Andy Guerrette - March 28

March Amniversaries:

American Opal Society - 17 years

Roy and Retha Hellregal - 1 year
Raymond and Mildred DeHarrold - March 25
Andy and Colleen Guerrette - March 25

* % %

HEHEEEOHEHEEROERE e



L4 4 LI G G G A < A A< €< < 9 <] €< 4 <D A< < G < < €< €< < <] € <] < <] <] <] G <] < < <4<

B
5

VVVVVVVVWWWWVVVVWVVWVVVWWVVVVVVWVVWVVWVVVVVVWVVVVVVVVWVVWVWVVVVV

% % % REMINDER * * #

I don't mean to nag (honest!), but just another brief reminder that

dues are due. Perhaps it's one of those things you've just "put
off" or maybe forgotten temporarily. About 50 per cent of dues
have come in so far, and they are appreciated. Please send the

enclosed form with your check. The '"'special days or events' section

is, of course, strictly optional. I merely wish to acknowledge
these days of celebration in a special corner of The Opal Express.
Thanks. American Opal Society

P.0. Box 3895

Downey, CA 90242

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone ( )

Special Days or Events to celebrate:

Birthday

(Name, date)
Birthday

(Name, date)
Anniversary
Other
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% % % FROM THE EDITOR * * #

I have not run out of things to say. There are important and
interesting items coming up in the near future. For example, I
have written to some publishers for permission to print some
excellent opal articles; we are currently working on an updated
opal bibliography to add to our existing one, and will make it
available to cur members; and I have asked several of our talented
and knowledgeable members and friends to submit articles in their
respective fields of expertise. The Opal Express is an important
medium for exchange of information and ideas. I welcome any
comments, and especially any items of interest that could be
published in our monthly periodical. Thanks.
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OPAL SOLIDS
WHITE ® BLACK ® CRYSTAL ¢ BOULDER

OPAL TRIPLETS _
LARGE VARIETY OF CALIBRATED SIZES
SPECIAL STONES OR LOTS FOR MANUFACTYRERS

RQUGH OPAL

FOR PROFESSBIONALS AND LAPIDARIES
ALSO SAPPHIRES, CHRYSOPRASE, ETC.

“JAYSON" TRAURIG BROS, PTY, LD,

69 Abercrombie St. A
Chippendale, Sydney 2008
Australia

Telex: -AA27113
Sycom for Traurig
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