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§ The American Opal Society meets here § -—-~"‘::2:225ﬂ22______
® on the second Thursday of each month. o —l
8 The next A0S meeting will be THURSDAY, 8 -
® JUNE 14, at 7:30 p.m. Visitors welcome. g E
® ' 8 i FLORENCE
Q All of the A.0.S. meetings are o ]
§ educational in nature, offering some- 2 ‘g 3
9 thing for every opalholic. Come and o g §
9 enjoy a pleasant, relaxing evening 8
o among peers. 2 s
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#%5SOME HANDY HINTS#ss
TRUMMING (%)

This is an ancient method for sanding and polishing delicate or intricate
areas too small for hand or machine working. A small nylon cord is held in a
vise. The other end is held in the hand, pulled tight and rubbed with abrasive
or polish compound. The cord is then pulled through the opening in the design,
pulled tight. Polishing or sanding is done by moving the work back and forth
with pressure. Using tripoli on the cord does a fine job on sawed designs in
silver or gold. (Pegmatite)

HOW TO MEASURE AN OUNCE OF GRIT (%)

Most tumbling instructions tell you how much grit or polish to use per
pound of rock, and this is almost always given in ounces. This is fine, but
most people do not have an ounce scale around the house, so measuring out one
or more ounces presents a problem. The following is an easy way to arrive at
ounces, and is based on standard measuring spoons. Start out with a rounded
spoonful and level it off with the blade of a straight-edged kitchen knife,

Course grit 1 0z = 4 level teaspoons (From the
Medium grit 1 0z = 4 level teaspoons Mineralog)
Fine grit 1 0z 4 level teaspoons

Polish powder 1 0z = 8 level teaspoons

(*) Thanks to San Jacinto Hemet Rockhounds, Inc. Submitted by Jake Schmidt.




Som..  Follow The Crowd...

To the San Gabriel Lapidary Society
Gem & Mineral Show

WHEN? On June 16 and 17, 1984

.
L)
r‘
TS
-
\.'\

2
S

£
<

o
(B
_Fg ’..'~— a

5
K
S e

WHERE? At the Masonic Temple in Arcadia
Corner of Santa Anita Av. & Duarte Rd.
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EMERALD is a green stone of the mineral variety called beryl. The green
color comes from the presence of chromium or vanadium. The chemical composi-
tion carries the symbol Be3A12(SiO3)6——and I don't care to state that one.

Emerald is the birthstone for the month of May. It has been an impor-
tant gemstone for thousands of years and even though found in worldwide
locations, the most important sources are the mines of Colombia, South America.
Some valuable finds have been made in North Carolina, but few and far between.

Why this sudden interest in emeralds? Because a few years ago I
attended that fabulous gem show in Tucson, and the excitement of it all got
to me. I purchased a fairly extensive collection of emerald specimen material.
Some of this material is being used to spice up the raffle offerings at the
monthly meetings. These pieces are by no means valuable or rare, however,
they are real emerald specimens from either the Muzo or the Chivon mines
of Colombia. Even though we are all dedicated opalholics, most of us are
still some sort of rockhound at heart.

R. N. Stambler
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From Phil Peank:

Apnil 20, 1984 -~ Dear Members: Here 45 a nevised pamphlet 1 wrote sometime
ago. 1 deleted some repititious bits, added a few othern pieces. It might be
04 value Lo some of the newer memberns. 1 gind my personal opinion doesn't
always coincide with otherns that know opal. Just Like many critics do not
always agree with one another. 1t's all a matten of personal choice, which

5 everyone's privilege. Am off fon Lightning Ridge 4in Less than a week. ALE
the best for a fine showing at the next Opal Festival.

Sincernely,
Philip Peark
OPALS

It 1s very easy to get carried away and tell of the rigors of opal mining,
or for that matter, any sort of mining. The principles are basic. Very hard
work, often dangerous. Generally there is machinery involved, and breakdowns
occur, suspending all work until repaired. It is very expensive when this
happens, not only in money, but in time. Another hardship is that as a rule,
mining activities are far from civilisation. Much of the mining is underground
but there is a fair amount of open cuts.

There are a number of varieties of opal, and within these groups, sub var-
ieties. The commonest are white and crystal types, some are also called jelly
opal. Once seen and explained, it is quite easy to recognize these types.

Then there is the boulder opal, which comes in two main varieties, iron-
stone matrix boulder, and vein boulder, and also sub varieties.

At the pinnacle of all opal, stands the black opal. Of course not all
black opal are gems, but regardless where an opal comes from, or what sort it
is, it's the quality that ultimately counts. There is many a fine opal that
can't be called a ''gem." The ordinary inexpensive opal which is what 1is
generally known by the public, has no distinguishing looks or patterns to set
it apart from others of the same sort.

An opal with a pattern automatically gives it a look all its own. The
differences in the better opals are endless, and no matter how many a miner has
seen, there will always pop up something new to him. Of course some colours
are more desired than others, but it's all a matter of personal choice. Every-
one falls in love with an opal from their own viewpoint, and that's what's most
important.

One needn't have a gem, as there are many ''good opals' that don't fit that
category, but are lovely in their own right. A gem black opal is something to
behold, and it leaves all other gemstones, i.e., emeralds, aquamarines, etc.,
behind it.

There are factors that make a difference, however, in values, such as:
a thick stone vs. a thin one, a cabochon to a flat, brilliance to dullness, etc.
When it comes to quality, no matter from what field or type, the opal speaks
for itself. One needn't be an expert, all one needs is the ability to see.
To be a gem, it must have all the desired qualities.

To me, the most important aspect of a good stone is the pattern, since
that creates an identity all of its own. It can be a picture stone, or any
unusual pattern. It can be two sided, with different patterns and colours
on each side. Then there are fossils, such as sea shells, snails, snakes
tails, and many bones of unknown creatures, etc.




The finest gem quality black opal comes only from Lightning Ridge, in
New South Wales, Australia. The boulder only comes from Queensland, also in
Australia. Most of the world's opal comes from a region called Coober Pedy, in
South Australia, and not far away in that part of the country, Andamooka.
There is also different varieties from Mexico, but from what I've been told by
those that know, most of the mines are worked out, and their top quality is
beautiful in their own right. They also have a very small amount of black
opal.

How does one value an opal??? There is some disagreement between miners
themselves, also between buyers, and other so called "experts.'" The factors
mentioned above determine price. A small gem is worth far more than a large
stone with little going for it. It's the quality that always counts, not size.

Opal lovers, and there are many, appreciate the stone as no other. There
are many objects in nature that are truly beautiful, like sea shells, tropical
fish, birds, other stones like agate, petrified wood, plus the gemstones, but
over all, opal shines before the lot of them because of its sheer beauty. So
few have seen true gem opal, that when it is seen for the first time, the re-
marks are always in superlative admiration.

A letter written to me by Jim Hinwood, a jeweller goldsmith from Carmel,
California, said:

"In my opinion, Americans will not buy top quality opals as readily as
others of the gem line simply because of poor salesmanship and presentation.
They will buy a cheaper oapl because if it cracks, crazes, or chips...they
haven't lost a lot of money. when it comes to investing in top quality opal,
they would rather invest in something with more longevity, i.e., ruby, sapphire,
diamond, etc. They have been encouraged to this sad state by poor salesmanship.
I've seen salesmen talk people out of buying opal jewellery by mentioning
crazing, instability, longevity, etc. I have seen few opals craze, chip or
break, after being cut and set properly.

Unfortunately, another factor which has contributed to this reputation
for cracking, etc., is that of poor cutting and setting by large manufacturers.
They use cheap production settings and paper thin opals set in four prongs with-
out a seat to support the centre of the stone. The stones have knife edge
girdles, and all they need is a little bump, and you've chipped the edge or
split the opal in half."

This explains why good opal hasn't been given its due recognition. There
are always the constant comments made about the superstitious nature of opal,
yet since the beginning of opal history, it was considered a stone of such
values, that nothing else on this earth approached it, and that goes back
several thousands of years.

Philip Pearl 1978

P.0. Box 391 Rev. 1984
Lightning Ridge

N.S.W. 2834 Aust.
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HAPPY
HAPPY, HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND BEST WISHES TO: ANNTVERSARY CELEBRATTONS:
Sharlene Shanahan - June 8 Dick § Sharlene Shanahan
John Hall - June 11 June 8
Lee Bregenzer - June 25 Michael § Suzanne Powell

June 10
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"JAYSON" TRAURIG BROS. PTY. LTD.

69 Abercrombie St. Chippendale, Sydney 2008 Australia Telex: -AA27113

Sycom for Traurig
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OPAL 30LIDS

WHITE @ BLACK © CRYSTAL ¢ BOULDER
OPAL TRIPLETS

LARGE VARIETY OF CALIBRATED 81288
SPECIAL STONES OR LOTS FOR MANUP
RQUGH OPAL

FOR PROFESSIONALS AND LAPIDARIES
ALBO SAPPHIRES, CHATBOPRASE, BTC.




H The OPAL EXPRESS

P.O. Box 3895
Downey, CA 90242

x -

4 To

FIRST CLASS

P.0.80X 3895
SOWNEY, CA 10341
PHONE 215-869-4155 oA 113-868-50%)
fo Santa Ana
~y
>< — w
Besch vy @_._._,., ' )__
8211 8. Firestone Blvd.
Sowney, ca‘” one to Sen
Californja-rederal
i sat i E
E Ingerial Bwy ! ‘:




