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THE JULY MEETING

In spite of an absence of QUANTITY (attendance-wise), our July meeting
certainly didn It lack in QUALITY (program-wise). Those brave souls who
defied the sweltering heatwave and came out to the meeting, were glad they
did, because Betty Moulding's super presentation was a real hit! Mrs.
Moulding is one of those unique individuals whose creativity just comes
naturally. And it's obvious how much she enjoys fashioning those clever
little mini-scenes out of silver and clay. Our sincerest thanks and
appreciation to Betty Moulding for an outstanding educational experience.

Following, Dick Koch gave a real "doozie" of a lecture, the subject of
which was, "How the Color Comes About in Opal." Dick's talk was so well
received that we asked him to put it in writing so we could present it to
those who were unable to attend. The article will appear in the next issue
of The Opal Express.

FOR AUGUST - FASCINATING FACETING ~ AUSTRALIAN TREASURES

Have you faceted your opal today? If not, come and see how it's done.
Jerry Liner, assisted by Sharon Pattee, will introduce you to the fascinat-
ing world of faceting. They will demonstrate the basic fundamentals of
cutting on faceting machines while you watch. Australian crystal opal and
Mexican fire opal are often faceted into sparkling and beautiful gemstones.*
There's more, too. Mr. Murray Willis, who owns and operates an opal mine
in Australia, will be visiting us. He will bring opal from his mine to
the meeting and will be offering it for sale to AOS members at a 20% dis-
count--and pieces can be chosen individually as well as in parcels. We
are told the quality of these stones ranges into the higher end. So be
sure not to miss this rare opportunity.

When?
Where?

1nursday, August 9, at 7:30 p.m.
At the California Federal Building in Downey
8211 East Firestone (see enclosed map)

*w+•• x*w+* ••*.***********.*.***.*****************.***************.***.**.****
*A postscript regarding Jerry Liner. He is the owner operator of Spruce
Goose in Long Beach (not the aircraft) and has attended our Show as a dealer
for the last few years. Jerry is also chairman of the Southern California
Faceters Guild's fifth annual Faceters Fair. He invites you to come and
view the displays of faceted stones by members of his club, and perhaps
purchase a bobble or two from the many dealers selling at the show. The i
Faceters Fair will be held on September 8 and 9 at Rochelle's Convention
Center in Long Beach, corner of Lakewood Blvd. and Wardlow Rd. The hours
are Saturday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., and Sunday 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. "
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The following is an excerpt from Jewelers' Circular-Keystone, "Afraid
to S~ll Col?r? Here's How," by Helene Huffer, April, 1984, edition,
reprlnted wlth permission from the publishers.

Color: White opal has a white or light body color with flashes of many
other c?lors: .Black opal has a blak, dark blue, dark green or gray body
color wlth vlvld flashes of color springing from the stone.

Selling specifics:
-Opals are like people; no two are the same.
-You never grow tired of looking at an opal; it's never boring.
-Opal' s versatility is tremendous. You can make it into a cabochon

ring stone, plain or carved beads, or even a carving.
-Opal goes well with any color.
-White opal is a very feminine stone.
-Opals are delicate. They need a lot of love and tenderness. Treat

them as something rare and precious.
-Each opal shows, in varied amounts, the colors of the heavens.
-The opal offers the brilliant colors of many other stones all combined

ill one.
-Wearing an opal is like walking through a flower garden.
-The idea that opals bring bad luck is false. Only those who don't

wear opals have bad luck.
-Opal is the perfect choice for an October birthstone. Within it, opal

contains the colorful glory of a crisp October day.

Lore , magic & romance:
From early Roman times until the 18th century, opal was a treasured and
coveted gem. Its reputation of bringing bad luck developed more recently,
apparently because of a novel by Sir Walter Scott. The heroine of that book,
Lady Hermione, worn an enchanted opal. When she died, the stone was
wrongly blamed for her death. The superstition lived on as the book became
popular.
In the Middle Ages, young, fair-haired girls wore opals in their hair to
protect its lovely blonde color.
Medieval writers told of the stone's magical powers. It could render its
wearer invisible when the need arose.
Opal also was said to have a beneficial effect on eyesight.
The Roman senator Nonius owned a fabulous opal, known far and wide. When
Mark Antony came to power, he demanded the stone from its owner. But Nonius
60 prizee hi6 OPal, he left rue homelo.nd~preferring exile to parting with
his gem.
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The ancient Romans believed opal was the king of gems because it held within
it the colors of all the others

Primary sources: Brazil, Australia, Mexico.

Availability: Good.

Durability, handling tips:
Opal is a very delicate, even fragile stone. It should be set in a mounting
that gives it a lot of protection and must be handled with great care. Avoid
ultrasonics and all forms of heat. If little scratches appear after some
time of wear, an opal can be repolished easily to regain its original luster.

We have on hand a limited number of copies of "Opal and How to Work It,"
by Frank Barnett. This is a valuable addition to any opalholic's work-
shop, and includes chapters on types of opal; outstanding opal; mining
methods; cutting equipment; cutting seam opal; cutting boulder, matrix
and fossil opal; making doublets; making triplets; carving; and valuing
opal. These copies were made available to us by Phil Pearl. The cost
is only $6.00, including tax and postage. To order, please send your
check for $6.00, payable to American Opal Society, to Colleen Guerrette,P.O. Box 3895, Downey, CA 90242.

IMPORTERS WHOLESALERS
LOS ANGELES. SAN FRANCISCO

KC B & ASSOCIATES
FINE QUALITY PEARLS

AMERICAN NATURAL FRESHWATER PEARLS
NATURAL COLOR PEARLS

'I,BLISTER PEARLS
COLLECTIBLE. RARE AND UNUSUAL GEMS

AUSTRALIAN BOULDER OPAL· JEWELRY CRYSTALS

AMERICAN PINK MUSSEL SHELL
BIWA GOLD

USPO BOX 1737
SANTA MONICA. CALIFORNIA
90406·1737 USA

K.C. BELL. G.G.

DENISE ROMAN. G.G.
TEL.: (2 I 3) 394·B870

TELEX: 215604 pes UR ATT: R·1 0 1
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PERSONAL GLIt1PSES

-We are happy to report that Joe Huddle is recovering nicely following
major surgery. We've missed Joe at the meetings and hope he'll soon be
up and about and back at the monthly gatherings.

-Phil Pearl reports from Lightning Ridge in New South Wales that they've
experienced a severe cold snap in Australia, breaking all records. Snow
covered areas and towns as far north as the near top of Queensland.

-Retha and Roy Hellregal returned from their Australian trip recently,
having had the time of their lives. Next year--Europe.

-Andy and Colleen Guerrette are back from their vacation in Maine (con-
firmed "Maine-iacs"), having attended Andy's 25th high school re-union,
followed by a l200-mile excursion upstate and down the coast. It is
reported that, while there, they contracted an acute, incurable case of
"lobster fever."

AUGUST FANFARE
Birthdays

Raymond DeHarrold - Aug. 21
Tim Thomas - Aug. 21

Anniversaries
Tim & Barbara Thomas - Aug. 2
John & Evelyn Hall - Aug. 31

Congratulations and best wishes one and all on your special day.

l\"LWESTMEMBERS WELCOMED
K.C. Bell and Denise Roman of Santa Monica, California.
E. T. Dibble of Atlanta, Georgia.
Chris Christophersen of Glendale, California.
Ian Thomson of Brea, California
John and Ruth Wagoner of Sierra Vista, Arizona.
Doug Simmons of Fairbanks, Alaska
Douglas Fessenden of Califon, New Jersey.

~id1J-



TRAURIG BROt. PT'I. lTD.
69 Ab.rcroabi~ St. Chippendale, S,dney 2008 Au8tra11a Tela: ·AA27113

S,coa for Trauria
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ATTENTION ....

We.Me. pfunMng ancthe». 6antabu.£.0u,6 AOS dinneA 60llowing :the. UO.6e. 06 :the.
Show on Saiundau, Oc;tobeA 13. t.as: ye.M'.6 banquet Wa.6.6uc.h a .6uc.c.e..6.6 we.
de.ude.d t» do it again. The. ioc.ation i.6 :the. La Fie..6:ta Re..6:tauJum:tin Lake.-
wood, and :theAe. i.6 a c.hoic.e. 06 tiviee. diliuou,6 dinnVL.6 to .6e.f.e.c;t Mom:

( I) Tcsrada: an incJt..e.dibie. e.dibie. .6 hell with a mammo:thme.al. 06 .6 hnedded
be.e.6, he.6nie.d be.a~u, .6htte.dde.d le.:t:tuc.e., and c.he.ddM c.he.e..6e.:toppe.d with
quac.omole., .60U/Lc.~e.wn & dic.e.d :tomatoe..6. (2) Chic.ke.n & avoc.ado .6al.ad:
dcaed chieee», jack. and cheddan: cheeses, avoc.ado, :tomatoe..6 & OUVe..6 on a
be.d 06 ghe.e.11.6 with incJt..e.dible. e.dible. .6h.ell. (3) Canni.ta» e.nc.hifuda.6: :te.n-
den. pie.ce..6 06 po~k 601de.d into COM :to~, :toppe.d w,Lth SpaM.6h .6auc.e.
& served with ~e.6nie.d be.al1.6. The. C.O.6:ti.6 ju,6:t $5.50 PeA pVL.6on. A no-hos.:
bM will be. p~ovide.d. 16 you have. any qUe..6tiOI1.6, ple.a.6e. c.ontac;t e.UheA
Do~o:the.a Patte.e. at 213-425-2426, o~ Sue. UmbVL.6onat 213- 693-7380.
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Ple.a.6e. .6ubrnit YOU/Lhe..6eAvCGuon and petyme.l1,t a.6 .6oon cu> pO.6-6ible., and no iateA
:them Sep:te.mbe/t 30.

Name.(.6~)~ ---_---- __ ---- ------ __ ---- _
No. ,Ln PMty

P1e.a.6e. mail. :to:

@ $5.50 e.ach. Am:t. e.nu0-6e.d _
-----( inc.iude..6 i.a»: & g~attvLty I
HO.6pit~~y Ch~an
Arne.Jtic.anOpal. Soc.ie.ty
P.O. Box 3895
VCJLVJ1(Uj, CA 90242


