DECEMBER GALA ...

The holiday season is filled with many special
celebrations, and not among the least of them is the AOS
annual Christmas "social."” As has become traditional in
recent years, the December meeting is also a gala pot-luck
and joyous Christmas fest. The bill of fare features
scrumptious goodies home cooked by our own lady and gentle-
man chefs--and joyful fa-la-la's by professional fa-la-la
artists Bobbie Hutchinson and Robert Armstrong. We've
talked "The Singing Rockhound," our own Ben Perkins, into
woo-ing us with a Western ditty or two, followed by a
little caroling by our own AOS choir (i.e., everyone)...

BUT FIRST..... Before anything else, a short but
VERY IMPORTANT bit of business must take place. It's
ELECTION TIME again, and we need to cast our ballots for
the officers and directors for 1985. Our very capable
nominating committee--Andy Guerrette, Brian Franks and
Ross Stambler—--will head this brief business session.

Back to the dinner. We've found that in order to
keep some semblance of organization, your last-name
initial is the best determinant as to what to bring, food-
wise. We try to alternate this from year to year. 1984's
lineup looks like this:

If your last name begins with A-1, bring dessert or fruit
J~R entree/casserole
S-Z salad or veg.

A delectable Honey-baked ham will be furnished by
the Club, along with coffee and punch. However, please
bring silverware service, and some centerpieces, if possible.

If you have any gquestions, please call our delightful
hostess, Sue Umberson, at 213-693-7380.

Finally, (and this should REALLY lure you), a free
chance at THE CHRISTMAS STONE will be given to everyone
upon arrival, and the evening will be topped with a

drawing to see who will take this lovely, special opal
stone home.




Let's see, that's the who and the what. Now for the
where and the when: .

Thursday, December 13, at 7:00 p.m.

;
3;]/ ;g_ (A little earlier than usual)
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%x+_ At the California Federal Building
ié?%F. (Go to the back, and upstairs)
: 8211 E. Firestone Blvd., Downey
' Follow the enclosed map.... OR i
. _ Call 213-868-5091 for directions... s
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HIGHLIGHTING THE NOVEMBER MEETING ... VIRGIN VALLEY

We appreciate Bob Halahan's bringing the awesome fascination
of Virgin Valley to the November meeting. The film was very well
put together, incorporating many of the elements that make up a
well rounded production: drama, history, educational factors and
human interest appeal. : ' ‘:j*

The opening scene, a torrential hailstorm, commands your atten-
tion right at the outset. (Even this obstinate bit of graupel
yields a certain appeal to the setting.)

From the DID YOU KNOW? department... Mrs. Lockheed, mother of
the Lockheed Brothers of aircraft fame, was one of the original
miners of Virgin Valley, and lived in a rugged dugout, a sort of

lean~-to shack in the desert..... (Did she strike it rich?) .....
Have you heard of ghost opal? (They have it in Virgin valley.) .....
Have you visited a natural hot spring lately? (Ditto)....
Bob's photography work is superb. Each hunk of opal seems to ‘ e
" take on greater dimensions of color. We can certainly understand and AF
«éﬁ%” appreciate Bob's enthusiam for Virgin Valley, and we eagerly await R
his next feature film. i
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MARVIN LEON WILION
March 25, 1916 - Navemher 2, 1984

Pe knew him as Carvin' Marvin, and he had heen one of the main-
stays of the $aciety, his dedication second to nome. It is with
great sadness that we had to say goodhye to our good friend, just
3-1/2 years following the untimely passing of his wife, Ruth. He is
survived hy a son, Michael, and a sister, Doris Bounds.

It has heen said that the true measure of a man lies in his
giving. ZIf this is sno, then Marvin was a giant among men, for he
1ived his 1ife in unselfish and dedicated service. He served his
counkry in the military for 32 years, until retirement in 1968 from
the . $. Nerchant Marine. In other service, Marv has heen president
of the Optimist €lub and a memher of several arganizations, including
Masons, Eastern $tar and Shriners. Further, he enjoued longtime
memhership and service in the Gem Carvers Guild of America, the Norwalk
Ruckhounds, and, of course, the American Opal Society. Additionally,
he was a graduate and charter member aof 6.I.A.

Amang his greatest accomplishments was completion of his commissimn
to carve the world's largest ruly (22,000 carats), known as the Nercy
Ruhy, which is today on exhihit at the Crippled €hildren's Hospital in
Corpus Christi, Texas, and is encased in a lavely green znisite matrix.

Of his craft, Mary once expressed his sentiments in this way: he
said, "I once knew a man who Aid some carving, nok too well, huk
fascinating tno me nevertheless. Without yetr having tried the art I at
mmee fetermined that I would hegin carving and that I wonld work at it
untkil I conld someday carve a face as easily as I could write my name."
And so he 2id! His work was appreciated by all who witnessed ik. The
mayar of the city of Norwalk, in his fine eulogy at the memorial service,
told of a gavel thab Marv had carved for the city, intended to he used
hy each succeeding mayor. It seems that one of the maygors grew so
attached to it, and thinking it was his, upon leaving office, toonk the
gavel with him. Such is a typical testimamy to the admiration of Mary's
intricate work.

Even to the end he was receiving recognition. On Novemher 9, 1984,
he was awarded posthumously the $an Gahriel Valley Community Humanitarian
Award, representing the city of Norwalk.

Pe're so grateful to have had Carvin' Marvin touch each of our
lives, and his memory will long he with us.




OUR NEWEST MEMBERS... WELCOME!

Edith Ostrander,
Whittier, CA
Brian & Jolen Punches
Santa Maria, CA
Paul & Bobbi Downing,
Tallahassee, FL
Marian Hospodka,
Phoenix, AZ
Jim & Jeanne Woods,
Costa Mesa, CA
bDavid S. Delo,
San Bernardino, CA
Ben & Mary Perkins,

. Long Beach, CA
The November Board meeting John Hockenbrocht,

made a number of important Signal Hill, CA
decisions that are worth noting. ‘ Albert & Lupe Ramirez,

San Diego, CA °

Edwin & Dawn Katz,
Houston, TX

Werner & Yung Wu Schulz,
Alhambra, CA

Jean A. Zamont,
Whittier, CA

It gives us great pleasure
to announce two new board members:
Larry Dobrin, and Dick Koch.
Welcome aboard, Larry and Dick.
Actually, Larry and Dick have
served in this capacity before,
and very well I might add. Based
on their past records, we look
forward to a great new year in
1985.

Of other important and O‘RMA?
great news! The Show Chairman ‘ ? I

for 1985 has been named: let's é CHA# O
hear a great big HURRAH for \ $ o ¢
Brian Franks, who has agreed Q § &

to take on this very demanding

and important job..... . g

Let's give each of these
leaders our ardent support
in the coming year, SO that we For Sale: 46" long, 28" wide
might realize another year of ' 9" deep w/velvet pads. New
success and growth in the Cost $400. Will sell $300.

Society. . 21-1/2 x 34" x 11" collapsible
case, used 4 times. New cost
$345. Will sell $225.

Hazel Neefus, Kim Hurlbert
(805) 239-2003
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RECUPERATING...

We're very happy to report that Brian Franks is feéling much
better and is back to work, after a long bout with illness.

In other parts of town, Florence Palas says she is lots better,
too, and sends her thanks for the flowers. We're so glad to hear
the good news, and hope to see her at the Christmas party.

Dorothea Pattee, slowly mending after a broken ankle, is doing
well. We do hope to see her up and about soon. She sends her thanks

for the flowers and the good wishes.

HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAY :

Colleen Guerrette - Dec. 2
Dick Koch - Dec. 3

Rex Hinman ~ Dec. 9

Gerry Crisler - Dec. 19
Bert Hill - Dec. 26

BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY
ANNIVERSARY :

Rex & Carol Hinman
December 17
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- ( We meet here the second Thursday of each month.
8211 E. Firestone Blvd., Downey. The California

Federal Building.)

AOMG IACH AwY. ()

PRI
08 Ay




