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FOR FEBRUARY - ORIENTATION -- OR, WI·nrn WAY IS UP
On Thursday, February 14, bring with you to the meeting a

piece of rough opal you can cut and grind. Dick Koch, distinguished
emcee for the evening, will teach and demonstrate how to get the
most fire out of your opal. This is known as orienting your
stone. The following quotation, printed with permission from
"Opal Cutting Made Easy," by Paul B. Downing, eloquently elaborates
this procedure:

"Step Two: Planning (Orienting the Stone)
Now you must decide how to cut your opal. You will want the

line of color at the top of the stone and enough material under
the line of color to give the finished opal strength. If you have
enough material on both sides of the color line, you must decide
which face is to be the top of your finished gem. This can be done
by looking at the color line from as close to the plane of color
as possible. This is done while the opal is wet and with your 100
watt desk lamp. The light should hit the line of color in the same
way it would in a finished stone. Thus, the light should be as
directly overhead as possible and the eye should also be as close
as possible to the same location as the source of light without
interfering with it. See Figure 2. Move the stone around so that
you can see how the color changes as the angle of the light varies.
The object is to detennine which face will show the brightest color
without actually cutting away any opal. Looking at one face of
the opal, notice that the color line is visible around some of
the outside of the stone. If it is not, move the stone slightly
until it is visible. Moving the stone slightly in the light, notice
how bright the color is in the fire line. Now flip the stone over
and look at the fire line in the same way. Is it brighter? The
brightest face should be the top of the stone, assuming that the
"bottom" is thick enough. Repeat the process a couple of times to
make sure you have made the correct choice.

Occasionally, you will find a stone which shows very bright
color when viewed on the edge but virtually no color when viewed on
the faces. For SOIl1L reason this seems to happen more in the blue/
green stones. When this is the case, there is not much that can be
done. This type of stone will not be bright if finished with the
color line flat as in the booklet I s cover. Instead, if the color
line is thick enough, the stone can be cut on edge. Of course, the
finished stone will be smaller. If you find a stone that shows good
color on the side but not much color when the line of fire is 90
degrees to your eye, set it aside for now and select another stORe



If the color line is close to one surface of the stone, your
choice is made, the thin potch layer is the top.

These instructions assume that you have chosen a piece of patch
and color opal to cut. If you have a solid piece that shows color
throughout, the orientation of the color is more complex. Refer now
to the section on orienting color in Chapter 3.II

Remember, Thursday, February 14, (bring your favorite
valentine, too). The time is 7:30, and the location is shown on
the enclosed map.

BOOK REVIEW
OPAL GmING MADEEASY, By Paul B. Downing

A new member of the AOS and an exceptionally talented writer,
Mr. Downing takes us on an exciting journey through the entire
process of opal cutting ..."from buying rough opal through cutting
to setting of your finished gem."

This is such a delightful and informative book that we asked
Mr. Downing if he would make it available to AOS members, and he
has agreed to do so. It is a rnusthave for every lover of opal.

This step-by-step approach to cutting opal offers expert
advice to the beginner as well as the advanced cutter and includes
such subjects as: Introduction to Opal Cutting; Cutting Instruc-
tions for the Beginner; Advanced Cutting and Setting Techniques;
Rough Opal Sources: How to Buy Opal Rough; Special Cutting Tech-
niques for Different Types of Rough; Cutting Doublets & Triplets.

The cost of this book is only $5.00 plus $.95 for postage and
handling (Florida residents add sales tax.) To order, write to
Mr. Paul B. Downing, Majestic Gems & Carvings, 3412 Monitor Lane,
Tallahassee, FL 32312 (and mention you read about it in The
Opal Express).
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The American Opal Society
plans to create a series of slide
programs and/or movies and video
cassettes on opal cutting and
~valuation. We need the help of
anyone who has experience in
photography, or settint up pro-
grams. Please contact Jewett
Pattee, at 213-425-2426; or Dick
Koch, at 213-927-4372.

NOTICE

Our sincerest and best
wishes go to Della Judd
following her recent
surgery. Della is recuPera-
ting very nicely, and we
anticipate seeing her up and
around again.

De~la our love and prayers
are with you

We are sorry to
learn of the recent
passing of one of our
long-time members, Mr.
Bertram Hill of Newhall,
CA. You may recall that
Mr. & Mrs. Hill were our
featured "anniversary
couple" some months back,
having celebrated their
55th wedding anniversary.
Mr. Hill died on December
24, and would have been 79
on December 26. Our
condolences to his wife,
Isabelle.

Our sympathy also to
Dorothea Pattee, whose
mother passed away. Doro-
thea has spent the last
several weeks in Denver
following her mother's
death.

~ ~
~ .• •: ~• BY-LAWS ~· ~: Colleen Guerrette, our executive !
~ secretary, will have a copy of the By- ~
: Laws and articles of incorporation !
• available at each meeting for inspec- ~
: tion by any member. If you wish to !
~ inquire as to the nature of this ~
! non-profit corporation you are a :
• member of, ask Colleen to see her ~
• copy of these articles. •· ~• •• I personally had not seen the ~
: by-laws until last November, nor the :
~ Constitution, until after I became ~
: president. I was not aware of the !
~ scope and purpose of the founders •
: of this organization until I read :
• both. •· ~: If you have not read these :
: articles, ask to see them. Possibly :
• you are not aware of the total purpose •
: of the American Opal Society ~ :
~ ~
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~ ~
iC In 1967, the membershipdues of the Society were set at ~iC$12 for charter members, and $6 for associate members. Over ~
~ the last 17 years, expenses have increased over SO per cent, ~iCyet we all paid the same amount as 1967. This year, with ~
~rnuch debate,.the Board of Directo:s has ~?ted to ,increase ~iCthe membershipdues by $3, effect ive Apr-i I 1, 1985. 'This is ~
~necessitated by: iC
~ 1. First class postage increasing to 22¢. ~
iC 2. Rising expenses to maintain normal ~
iC operations. iC
~ 3. Plans to begin irrnnediately to produce ~iC programs that can be sold or rented ~iC to interested parties on the working ~
iC of opal. ~
~ For all those who are procrastinating on their dues, just iCiCa friendly reminder to pay before March 31, so that you mayrenew~
iCat last year's prices. ~
~ Please return this form with your payment, if you haven't iCiCsent in your dues already .... Thanks again.... -f(
~ ~.
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~ Phone ( ) -f(
~ ~iC iCiC iC
iC~~¥ •• ~~ •• ¥.¥¥~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ •• ¥·~

MOrufoctum ~ EXPOrter
~. ,'-liiIliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiil

COMPETITIVE PRICE
FULL SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

( FROM US rz 1Sct UP)fe Reliable Opals (H. K.l Fty.
41F., 44A Hankow Rd., T.S .T.

T~I:3-7218371
Opals 5u;+>tier
Solids, Triplets

Cui vinqs, C;amros.
Direct From .
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