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FEBRUARY AND MARCH MEETINGS... EDUCATIONAL; INFORMATIVE i INVALUABLE ...

At the February meeting, Dick Koch showed us how to orient our rough opal
for cutting. I hope everyone has had a chance to cut and polish their
stones.

March's guest demonstrator is going to show us how to build a wax
setting for our stones, to be cast in silver or gold as you wish.

Marilyn Ravenal, M.F.A., president of Jewelry Tech Institute, is a
professor of jewelry, metalsmithing and enameling. Her 10 years of
in-depth experience includes teaching in the jewelry programs at
the California state Universities at Long Beach arid Los Angeles, as
well as Otis Parsons, a private art school in Los Angeles.

Jewelry Tech Institute was established in 1980; it offers classes and
certificate programs in jewelry production and design, faceting, and
gem identification.

Please note: we are going to have a display case at each meeting. If
you have a stone or a piece of jewelry that you would like to show
off, please bring it and share with us.

So, mark your calendar. OUr next meeting is Thursday, March 14, at
7:30 p.m. at the California Federal building in Downey. (Follow the
enclosed map). Refreshments and raffle, too ••.•
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************************************************************************
* R ENE W A L TIM E *
* ** This is the last opportunity to rene~ your membership in the *
* American Opal Society at last year's prices. Please use the *
* form on the inside of this newsletter to pay your 1985 dues. *
* ** Please note: If there is a RED dot on your mailing label, then *
* the Executive Secretary has not yet received your payment. If *
* your check is in the mail, we say thank you for your continuing *
* support for the Society. *
* *
* Membership Committee-- *
************************************************************************
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FROM THE BOARD

* The members of the Board have been busily preparing a new opal
evaluation form, which hopefully will be published by the April meeting,
our next scheduled opal evaluation session.

* Annual Opal Show News ...October 12 and 13 have been confirmed as
our Show dates, again at the Norwalk Civic Center.

OPALPHILE VS. OPALHOLIC .•• (An editorial)

New Webster's Dictionary suffix: phil,.phile. Lover of, friend of,
such as in bibliophile! thus, a friend and lover of opal :isan opalphile.

I consider myself an opalphile, not an opalholic. An opalholic
implies an addiction that controls your life, a way of life that is
detestable to the addict, with great effort can be overcome, when
overcome brings a.feeling of great accomplishment.

An opalphile, lover and friend of opal denotes life long enjoyment
of the beauty and mistique of something very wonderful as the love of
family and good friends.

Addictions can be overcome; love and friendship go on forever .•.•

By Jewett Pattee

THE STORK PAYS A VISIT •••

Jim and Veronica Sgro happily announce the arrival of their
son, Ian Allen, born Monday, March 5, at 11:00 a.m. Mother, Dad and
Son are all doing fine. We wish them the heartiest of CONGRATULATIONS •••
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SPECIAL THANK YOUs

---To Nancy Means for the fine job as refreshment chairperson. Nancy
informed me that she will continue for an indefinite period of time,
until she and her husband retire to their property up North.

---To Roy Savage for steadfastness in managing the monthly raffle.

---To Pat Smallwood, club librarian, for bringing our library up
and down stairs meeting after meeting.

Thank you all; without people of your dedication, this would be a
very dull society.

At his inauguration, Theodore
Roosevelt wore an opal ring that had
been Lincoln's. .
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: .•• OPERATING EXPENSES AND MEMBERSHIP IllES ~
f i(~ In 1967, the membership dues of the Society were set at
~ $12 for charter nemoers , and $6 for associate members. Over :
: the last 17 years, expenses have increased over SO per cent, .•
i( yet we all paid the same amount as 1967. This year, with ~
i( mich debate, the Board of Directors has voted to increase .•
.• the membership dues by $3, effective April 1, 1985. This is i(
~necessitated by: •
: 1. First class postage increasing to 22¢. :
• 2. Rising expenses to maintain normal :
.• operations. •
: 3. P'lans to begin irrmediately to produce !
.• programs that can be sold or rented ~
i( to interested parties on the working :
.• of opal. .•
: For all those who are procrastinating on their dues, just .•
i( a friendly reminder to pay before March 31, so that you may renew:
i(at last year's prices. .•
: Please return this form with your payment, if you haven't •
i( sent in your dues already .... Thanks again.... •
~ ~
i( Name(s) •• •~ Address ~
: State Zip :

• Phone ( ) •~ ~

•• •• •i( •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

•~•• ~•• um•••••• ~.~ •• · .t~••••••••
Peter Chan, GG •• ,

OJMPETITIVE PRICE
FULL SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

(FROM US a lSct. UP)
~ Riliob~ Opals (H. K.l Fty.

41F" 4J.A Hankow Rd .• lS.T.KLN H.K.

T~I ;3 - 7218371
. Opals SlWier
Solids, Triplets

CuI "ings. Camws.

Direct From '''';1 ~
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OPAL LORE --- By John Hall. Reprinted with permission by the author.

The everchanging colored fires emanating from the interior depths of
an opal draw the fascinated attention of all who view one of the better
examples of this loveliest and liveliest of all gemstones. Even to the
casual observer, each opal gem has an individual and singularly unique
personality because no other opal is exactly like it, not even when a
twin is cut from the same mother stone. Nor, does any multicolored opal
appear the same from any two angles. The glowing fires of color are
so interesting and captivating with their rolling flashes and soft color
changes whenever the stone is moved or the light is shifted that these
seem to be manifestations of living spirits within. Because of this,
through the ages, opals have gathered mUltitudes of superstitions and
theories as to the real source of all that breathtaking inner beauty.

If I seem to be a bit prejudiced in favor. of this gem over all
others, please be assured you are entirely correct. Diamonds, rubies,
emeralds and sapphires are mere handmaidens and courtiers to this magni-
ficent queen and are worthy accouterments to accent certain color aspects
of her beauty. But they cannot be expected to be able to display the
many contrasts, blendings, and simultaneous changes in colors and
intensities shown by The Queen.

Have you ever heard some well meaning but unknowing person refer
to Opal 1 as a "semi-precious stone"? Perhaps, when next this occurs,
you might like to gently disabuse them and point out the contradiction
in the statement. One of the oldest and best known languages of the
earth which has remained in continuous use since ancient times is
"Sanskrit" 2 the classical written language of· the Hindus of India--the
sole known source of Opal until 300 AD. Their word meaning "precious
stone" was "Upala." :-ZnGreek this became Opallus," and so today we call
it "Opal" and it still means "Precious Stone." We of the American Opal
Society have known this intuitively and with complete appreciation from
the stone itself, just as the ancient Hindus did. But, isn't it nice to
have our sentiments verified and vindicated with a little scholarship?

While we are on the subject of "Semi-precious" perhaps it would
not be amiss to point out that the jewelers organization for research
and training, the Gemological Institute of America, is strongly outspoken
ayainst the use of that term for any gem. The DictiorJCu:yof Gems and
Gemology, Sixth Edition, states:

"semiprecious - an indeterminate and misleading classification that
includes all gemstones other than diamond, ruby, emerald, sapphire,.
and pearl. It does not recognize that a poor-quality ruby may be
far less costly than a fine specimen of jadeite, for example.
GEMSTONE is a word that is being used with increasing frequency
to include all fashioned gem materials." (Underscoring are mine.)

1 Opal _ a precious stone <Latin - Opalus <Greek - Opallus <Sanskrit -
Upala - "Precious Stone." (Taken from the Reader's Digest Encyclo-
pedic Dictionary.)

2 San-Skrit _ (Skt. Samskrita, prepared, cultivated literary lan-
guage as opposed to common or vernacular dialects.)



OPAL LORE (continued)

1. n. The ancient literary language of India belonging to the
Aryan of Indo-European family, in which most of the literature of
India from the Vedas downward is written.

VEDA - (Skt. veda, lit. 'knowledge') Sacred scripture of ancient
Hindus dating from 1500 B.C. and before. (Taken from the New Century
Dictionary. )

In doing some extensive research into the historical background of
opal, a very interesting story came to light from ancient Rome. From
"The Roman Book on Precious Stones," a 1950 modernization, by Sidney H.
Ball of a 1601 translation from Latin into English by Phileman Holland,
we offer for your pleasure and enlightenment, Chapter XXI of the 37th
volume of "The Natural History of the World," by Gaius Piinius Secundus,
known as Pliny the Elder (23 to 79 AD). Following is quoted:

CHAPTER XXI,OPALUS AND ITS SUBSPECIES

Th2 Gem called OPALUS
1

differs but little or not at all from the
berylus: and yet opalus is something entirely different: nor is there a
precious stone more admired than it is unless it is smaragdus~ The land
of India is the only producer of this gem. Lovers of precious stones and
writers of books on precious stones have called opalus the most valuable
of all precious stones, largely because of the difficulty of determining
a~d knowing how to desc~ibe it: fo~ in the opa1us you'wi11 see the refulgent
f~re of the carbanculus , the glor~ous purpls of amethystos, -the'sea green
of the smaragdus, and all these colors glittering together mixed in an
incredible way. Some Opa1i carry such a play within them that they equal
the deepest and richest colors of painters. Others simulate the burning
fire of burning sulphur, yet and even the bright blaze of burning oil.
The opalus is ordinarily as big as a filbert nut. And now for a story
regarding titiis gem, worth repeating;' for there is to be seen today the stone
for which Marcus Antoniusproscribe-d and outlawed Nonius, a Roman senator,
the son of Struma Nonius, who so got into' the hair ofCatullus, the poet,
because he sat in the stately ivory curule chair: and the grandfather of
thatServilius Nonianus who was consul in my lifetime. Now this senator,
when he was forced to flee, being proscribed, took with him o.f all his
goods only a single ring set with an opalus, which is a wetl known fact,
had been valued at 2,000,000sestertu (say, about $79,350) . But as the
cruel and uncontrollable greed of Antonius (who solely for ,a jewelout:-.
lawed and banished a Roman senator) was astounding on the other hand, so,
on the other was the childishness and incorrigible obstinancy of Nonius,
strange. For he so loved the gem which caused his proscription that
rather than part with it, he permitted himself to be turned out of house,
home, and country. In truth, wild beasts are wiser than he, for they bite
off parts of their bodies and leave them behind for the hunters, when
they see themselves in danger of death.

- End of Quote -

The foregoing is the only known case in recorded history of a man so
enamoured of a jewel that he refused a handsome price for it and then will-
ingly gave up his country to retain it. It must have been a truly incredibly
beautiful and fascinating opal. Though Pliny did not say so here, other
authors have written that Mark Antony wanted this opal to dazzle and fas-
cinate Cleopatra.

1. Opal 2. Beryl 3. Emerald 4. Garnet 5. Amethyst 6. 1950 DOllars

-------_. --.....--- -_._--- .--- ------------
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