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APPRAISING THE APPRAISAL

The Aprndil meeting 48 going to be an opal education meeting--youn education
and mine. For months the boarnd of directorns has Labored mightily with meetings
fan into the night, reviewing the opal appraisal chart and kit, and trhying to
put togethern an explanatory booklet to go with same. The board gelt that the
single sheet chant that has been in wse for severnal yeans 48 Ainadequate without
gurnthern development and explanation. There were also suggestions on how best
to display the stones Ain the kit. At the Last boand meeting two explanatory
booklets wene presented: one to go along with the present chart and one which
goes with a newly developed chart containing a Larger number of categornies and
different value ratings. People, it's going to be up Zo you to check oven
these booklets, evaluate them, add your suggestions and help the Society get
thein opal appraisal kits on the road. This will not be an official opakl
appraisal; howevern, Af you wish to tuck a finished stone Ain your pocket on
pocketbook and bring Lt along, you will get a chance fo fest out the booklLets.
14 all goes well, we will have an official appraisal session at the May meeting.

So, mark your calendar for Thursday, April 11, at 7:30 p.m., for that's
when the Aprnil meeting will be. The Location 4is at §211 E. Firestone Bevd. ,
in Downey (see the map on the address side of your Newslettern). Raffle and
regreshments, too.

THE MARCH MEETING

Many thanks to Marnilyn Ravenal, M.F.A., of Jewelrny Tech Institute fon
hern enlightening demonAiﬁaI&on 0f using wax to build a design for a mounting
to hold your gavorite opal. Many: membens watched raptly as she explained the
properties of various waxes and showed us wax wonking tools (by the way, the
next time you visit your dentist, ask him L§ he has any old dental tools
hanging around. They are not usable fon him {on her), but they make dandy
carving tools). ONE THING THAT REALLY IMPRESS YOURS TRULY was the super way
0f making a nubber mold that does not have to be cut. HOORAY!!! Forn those
04 you who are interested in more "wax techniques" you can get a catalog
§nom Jewelny Tech by calling 714-897-0930, or wnite to 7271 Garden Grove Blvd.,
Suite F, Ganden Grove, CA 92641. Tt was nice to see Manilyn again. She has
demonstanted at ourn Last fwo shows.

ALso, many thanks to those who brought stones and jewelrny for the display
case Last month. We need more of this. 1t helps in the exchanging of Ldeas
as well as giving the memberns a chance o showcase thein talent. Keep bringing
An youwr specall Atones and jewelry designs and we'Zl keep bringing the case--
on cases 4if need be. Thanks again.



NEW MEMBER NEWS...
ROBERTA RICHARDSON, a friend of Nancy Means.

FORMER MEMBERS RE-NEWED NEWS...

HARRY L. STRAUSS, IJR.
KENNETH HELFAND
WILLTAM & JUDITH PARKER
FRED & JONITA CHEZ
ERNTE CRAWFORD

Welcome back, one and atl.

OPAL MINE FOR SALE

Have you Longed Zo have your own opal mine (who hasn'Z?)?? Have you
yearned to have gobs and gobs of precious opal, all yours gor the digging??
Now's yourn chance. You can have your own mine, dig your own opal without
evern Leaving the U.S.A. There 48 a mine for sale 4in Idaho, nearn the fown of
Spencen. The opal from this mine {5 very Like that from the Mark Stettlen
claim which we have seen for a good many years at our show. There 45 a
hal§-intenest available on the whole mine., 1§ you are interested, wriite
to the American Opal Society, P.0. Box 3895, Downey, CA 90242, on call Ken
Palmen at 213-347-2059. :

STOP THE PRESSES!! STOP THE PRESSES!!

Just when we thought Lt was safe to print the §Liers and start pushing
the Show, we necelved this bulletin of special impontance. Due to construction
activity at the Nowalk City Hall, the city has withdrawn its permission to
wse the atrium forn oun annual Show in Octoben. Brian Franks, cur able but
gprustrated show chainman, agtern tearing out a few handfuls of hain, reacted
with his wsual g4inesse and avuanged forn a new show site at the Anaheim Con-
vention Centen, across the street from Disneyland., The show will be held the
weekend 0§ NOVEMBER 9 and 10. We thank Brian forn his swiftness and dispatch
in getting This s4ite for us 40 convenient to everything. We're truly Looking
gorwand to a biggern and mone successful show than ever!!




The following is reprinted with permission from "Gem Show News," Edward J.
Tripp, Publisher.

IS IT A PRECIOUS OR SEMI-PRECIOUS STONE?

Opals can be worth more than diamonds...

Picture this scene--A customer asks the price of a 10 carat, Lightning
Ridge Black Opal. When told this particular stone is $1,000.00 per carat, or
$10,000.00 for the stone the customer exclaims "$10,000...for what? It is only
a semi-precious stone." Customer proceeds to lecture the dealer that the only
precious stones are diamonds, emeralds, rubies and sapphires.

This story is not as far fetched as it may seem. Unfortunately, the
general public over the years has been taught that there are only four pre-
cious stones. All others are semi-precious. Thus, a four carat opaque, light
colored, heavily flawed Brazilian Emerald worth maybe $5.00 is a precious stone;
but a top clean gem four carat Russian Alexandrite with strong color change
valued at perhaps $20,000.00 is termed "semi-precious." Why?

The only explanation we can offer is that:-in The United States Inter-
national Trade Commission publication of tariff shcedules of the United States
is a statement that reads "for the purpose of the tariff schedules, the term
"precious stones" means natural diamonds, emeralds, rubies and sapphires. All

other gemstones are lumped together under 'semi-precious.'" Webster's New
World Dictionary only adds to the confusion. It defines "precious" as 1. "of
great value." It defines semi-precious as 1. '"less valuable than precious

gems." So, to try and follow Webster in context we might say that the fine
four carat gem Alexandrite worth $20,000 is a precious stone. But this would
make an off color, heavily flawed four carat Diamond worth only $4,000 a
semi-precious stone--in direct contradiction to the tariff schedules publica-
tion.

What does all this mean? Simply that there is no such thing as a pre-
cious nor a semi-precious stone. There is absolutely no way in gemology to
accurately describe the difference and to try to do so is absurd. Many, many
stones are valuable, same are less valuable, others are cheap, still others
are virtually worthless. From worthless to very, very valuable would carry
one across the whole spectrum of gemstone's worth, but does not involve nor
indicate whether a stone is "precious" or "semi-precious."

We feel that irregardless of past customs and habits that the general
public, gemologists, dealers, and anyone involved in whatever manner with
gemstones should drop these two terms from their vocabulary. For a dealer to
put on his business card that he sells "precious" and "semi-precious" stones
tells his customer nothing. He could be selling anything from driveway gravel
to the Hope Diamond.

Reviewing the Lapidary Journal book department's list of current titles
offered for sale we find (thankfully) that only one bock on the list has
precious stones in the title. This is "The Key to Precious Stones," by L. J.
Spencer. All other books use more accurately '"gemstones" in their titles.

In his book Spencer tries to define the difference between precious and semi-
precious. He makes a good stab at it with "We could then define a precious
stone as any mineral which by reason of its colors and lustre is attractive
in appearance, and which at the same time possesses a degree of hardness
sufficient to withstand wear. There are several common minerals to which




such a definition would apply; but being common and plentiful the adjective
"precious" seems scarcely appropriate. Such stones are usually classed as
semi-precious stones, while "precious" stones are those that are rare and hard
to get."

"Such distinctions are, however, quite arbitrary. The best quality of
rubies and emeralds are now rare and difficult to obtain, and are therefore
regarded with favour and classed as precious stones of the first rank. But,
supposing that tomorrow new deposits of these stones were found in large
amount, and that all known deposits of, say, amethyst became exhausted, then
no doubt the later would came into favour and there would be an interchange in
rank." Spencer, A Key to Precious Stones, p. 2 & 3.

Many articles, publications and trade organizations are trying to educate
the masses on synthetics vs. genuine; treated vs. natural; color enhanced vs.
natural color in gemstones. This effort is to be commended. The more accurately
a gemstone is described, the more confidence the trade can expect from con-
sumers. The dropping of the term "precious" and "semi-precious" from any and
all reference to gemstones would only add to this effort of educating the general
public and go a long way toward clearing up this long standing confusion.

We feel confident, that since we have seen fit to put our "Two cents worth"
into this matter, that our readers will agree, that it is worth every penny.

CHANGES

We have some good news and some bad news. The bad news 48 that the
boarnd of directons accepted with deep regrets the resignation of Colleen
Guernette as executive secretany. Hen yearns of outstanding service to the
Society 45 greatly appreciated and will be sornely missed. Under her gudidance
the office of executive secretfary was more than adequately filLed; she not
only did hern wonk, but also a good part of mine when 1 was show chaiuman, and
I have depended upon her complete competence duning the few months that 1
have senved as presdident.

Colleen and Andy are purchasing a home in the Corona anea, and the dis-
tance Anvolved, as well as hern new full-time job, would not perwmit her o
fulfiLl hern duties as secrhetarny. The GOOD news 48 she will wilf continue to
senve qy editor 05 The Opal Express, and Andy will confinue Lo serve as
treasuren. 1 don't Zhink any of us have really been aware of and appreciative
0f the many hours of service these Zwo have given to the Society. We witLt
miss your servdices as secretary, Colleen, but will be Looking forward Lo
many more interesting and informative newsLettens.

Colleen's nesignation necessitated the election of a new executive
secnetany. Donothea Pattee was appointed to the position. She, in turn,
nesigned hern position as a board member and Mary Franks was appo&nted to §4LL
that vacancy. Congratulations to oun new secretarny, and welcome to the board
of directorns, Manry.




SPREAD THE WORD....

Clil_) an invitation or two and pass them on to your friends.
Invite them to our meetings. They're fun, educational and
interesting.

8 peter Chan, GG
COMPETITIVE PRICE
FULL SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
( FROM US € 15¢t.UP)
Reliable Opals (H.K.) Fty,
4/F, &LA Hankow Rd, T.STKIN H.K.
Tel:3-7218371
Opals Supplier
Solids, Triplets
Cutvings, Cameos.
Dicel Frop Ming
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onthly Meetings 2nd Thursday of the Month at
7:30 PM. 8211 EAST FIRESTONE BLVD., DOWNEY

CALIFORNIA FEDERAL SAVINGS BLDG.
up stairs in back

VISITOR'S WELCOME

WORKSHOP Mon. & Tues. 6:30 -~ 9:00
GET PARTICULAR'S AT MEETING
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"JAYSON" TRAURIG BROS. PTY. LTD.

Chippendale, Sydney 2008  Australia

69 Abercrombie St.

OPAL S0LIDS

WHITE ¢ BLACK ¢ CRYSTAL ® BOULDER

OPAL TRIPLETS

_Great Sandy

!
i
NORTHERN

Renkpn

h-.-c.-

Dasert

LARGE VARIETY OF CALIBRATED 8IZRS
SPECIAL STONES OR LOTS FOR MANUP.

ROUGH OPAL

FOR PROFESSIONALS AND LAPIDARIES
SAPPHIRGS, CHRYSOPAASE, ETC.

ALSO.

Basionlrom®

) o satls Woders
[ &7

o Seret

TERRITORY “1

.....

Telex: -AA27113

S8ycom for Traurig

‘ \
3 - N
N E0y% M — T Ahampien
taind : h“"‘ ’0- Blon™ 1ene
labe Amidens .'“‘ Mapu ~ %
i -
T 2‘ lte A L""""“l ""'A — ",
S Cint ol romangat - .
o :’., ‘0-0- w‘.d "l' ns (b.pi
Oedndtes (o . - Toowoambs 3
l..h.tp-ﬁ cwe® 4.‘“ Cunnamdle , soid
sourT H\ . i




He The OPAL EXPRESS

P.O. Box 3895

FIRST CLASS
powney, CA 90242 ¢
1 P.0.80X 3895
POWMEY, CA %0241
” PHONE 215-869-4155 on 213-868-5091
o Santa Ana
P
dr= g0 deach Py @ >< ) )
01l l: znnon alnd, — ‘ol
California-pederal ﬁ-’
set @

L asy Somaco

Ingecial Bwy

*pary] 3omcmmrag

"PARE pOOASYYT




