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APPRAISING THE APPRAISAL

The Ap~ meeting ~ going to be an opat edu~ation meeting--yo~ edu~ation
and mine. Fon. month,!J the bOMd 06 difLedoM hlU £o..bofted mightUy w..Uh meeting.6
6M into the MgM, ftevie.wing the opat appftwat chaiu: and W, and tJtying to
put togetheIL an exp£o..natofty book1.et to go wd.h .6ame. The. bOMd 6ell that the
.6ingle .6he.et c.hafLt that ha: been in Me nOft sevenai. yeaM i.6 inade.quate. without
6UfLtheIL deve.lopment and explanation. TheILe welLe Wo .6ugge.6tiOn.6 on how be.6t
to ~p£o..y the .6tone.6 in the W. At the ras: boand meeting two exp£o..natofty
book.f..w welLe pfte.6ented: one to go along with the pfte.6ent cha/u: and one whic.h
gOe.6 w..Uh a nwly devuoped chant: c..ontaining a £a.fLgeft nwnbeft 00 ~ategoueA and
d-t66eftent value Jtat-tn.g.6. People, it'.6 going to be up to you to check OVeIL
rhese book1.w, evaluate them, add yo~ .6ugge.6tiOn.6 and hup the Society get .
thw opal appJiaMal kU.6 .on the noad, Tiu:..6 will not be an 066icial opat
appJti:U.6al; howeveIL, i6 you wb..h to tuck a 6in.-t.6hed srone. in YOM pocket Oft
pocketbook and bung it along, you w.i.il. get a chance to te.6t out the book.f..w.
r 6 aU gOeA well, we will have an ooOic.iM appftwat .6eA.6ion at the May meeting.

So, mMk yo~ calendM nOft ThuMday, ApfLii 11, at 7:30 p.m., 60ft that'.6
when the Apm meeting will be. The location ~ at 8211 E. FifLeAtone Blvd.,
in Vowney (.6ee the map on the addJteA.6 .6ide 00 uoun: NW.6le;Ueft). Ra6M.e and
fte6fte.6hment.6, too.

THE MARCHMEETING

Many than~ to M~yn Rave.nal, M.F.A., on Je.we.ffLy Te.c.h In.6titute. nO~
heft ewgMeMng demon.6tJtation 06 Ming wax to build a deAign nOft a mounting
to hold uou): 6avoJU;te. opal. Many membeM watched M.pUy M sh». explained the
pftOpeJttieA 06 vafLiOM waXeA and shouied M wax woftmg toors (by the way, the
next time you vi.6d qou»: dent-t.6t,lUk him in he hlU any old dental tool-!>
hanging Mound. They Me not Mable 60ft him (Oft heft), but they make dandy
e.Mving tool-!». ONETHING THAT REALLY IMPRESS YOURSTRULY WlU the ,oUpeILway
06 making a fUlbbeIL mold that does not have to be cut. HOORAY!!! Foft rhose:
06 you who Me intVte.6ted in mOfte "wax techMque.6" you c..an get a catalog
6ftom JwelfLy Tec..h by c.aU-tng 714-897-0930, Oft wILde to 7271 GaJtden Gftove Blvd.,
Suite F, GMden Gftove, CA 92641. It Waf.> Mce to see MMilyn again. She hM
demon.6taJtted at o~ w:t two shoo»,

At60, many :thank-!>to ihos e who bftougM ,otone.6 and j welfLy nOft the ~p£o..y
cMe .ta..6t month. We need mofte 06 :tiu:..6. It hup.6 in :the exchanging 06 Ldeas
M well M giving the membeM a c.hanc.e to shouiease. theifL talent. Keep bu.nging
in qou». ,opec.ail .6torieA and je.welfLy de.6igYL6 and we' U keep bunging the c..Me--
Oft c..Me.6 io need be. Thank-!>again.



NEWMEMBERNEWS...

ROBERTA RICHARDSON, a 6uend 06 Nancy Mean6. We..f.c.ome, RobVtta!

FORMERMEMBERSRE-NEWEDNEWS...

HARRY L. STRAUSS, JR.
KENNETHHELFAND
WILLIAM & JUDITH PARKER
FREV & JONITA CHEZ
ERNIE CRAWFORV

Welcome back, one and alt.

OPAL MINE FOR SALE

Have you longed:to have YOM own opal rUne (who hMn':t?)?? Have you
ye.anned :to have gob~ and gob~ 06 pnecio~ opal, a.t.t yo~ 60n :the digging??
Now' ~ YOM c.hanc.e. You can have YOM own mine, dig YOM own opal wahout
even leaving :the U.S.A. Thene ~ a rUne 60n ~a.te in Idaho, ne.an :the town 06
spenc.en. The opal 6nom t~ mine ~ veny Uk.e that 6nom :the MMk. S:te:tt.ten
cl.aim whic.h we have ~een 60n a good many ye~ at OM .6how. Thene ~ a
hal6-intenut available on the whole mine. I6 you Me intenuted, wille
to :the Am~c.an Opal Society, P.O. Box 3895, Downey, CA 90242, on c.a.t.t Ken
Pa.tmen at 213-347-2059.

-------------~-----------------------------------------------------------------

STOP THE PRESSES!! STOP THE PRESSES!!

J~:t when we :thought it WM .6a6e :to punt th« 6ueM and .6:tM:t p~hing
:the Show, we. ne.c.uve.d thi.6 buil.e.:tin 06 .0 pe.c.ia.t imp0Uanc.e. Vue:to c.On6:thuc.Uon
ac..:t-tvity at :the. NOJeWalk.City Ha.t.t, the wy iias wahdltawn ill pehm~.6ion t»
~e the. a:t.tUum 60n OM ann.ua1. Show in Odoben. ~n FMn~, OM able but
6fWJ.l:tJLa:ted.6how c.haihman, aMen :tea.tUng out a 6ew hand6~ 06 hain, neacted
wah hi.6 ~ual 6ineMe and aJULa..l1ged 60n a new shou: .6ite at :the Anaheim Con-
venUon Centen, ac.hOM the .6:tneet nnom D~ neyiand. The..6 how will be held the
weekend 06 NOVEMBER9 and 10. We :thank ~n non hi.6 .6wi6:tnu.6 and ~patc.h
in ge.:tUng tlUJ.) ~:Ue bon ~ so c.onve.nie.nt ro e.veny:thing. We' ne tJw.ty look.ing
60tr.Wafl.dto a biggen and mOne. .ouc.c.u~6u.t sho» than evvr.!!



The following is reprinted with perrm.ss.ionfrom "CemSh<.NJNews,11EdwardJ.
Tripp, Publisher.

IS IT A PRECIOUSORSEMI-PRECIOUSSTONE?

Opals can be worth more than diamonds...

Picture this scene--A customer asks the price of a 10 carat', Lightning
Ridge Black Opal. Whentold this particular stone is $1,000.00 per carat, or
$10,000.00 for the stone the customer exclaims 11$10,000... for what? It is only
a semi-precious stone." Customerproceeds to lecture the dealer that the only
precious stones are diamonds, emeralds, rubies and sapphires.

This story is not as far fetched as it mayseem. Unfortunately, the
general public over the years has been taught that there are only four pre-
cious stones. All others are semi-precious. Thus, a four carat opaque, light
colored, heavily flawed Brazilian Emeraldworth maybe$5.00 is a precious stone;
but a top clean gemfour carat Russian Alexandrite with strong color change
valued at perhaps $20,000.00 is termed "semi-precious.l1 Why?

The only explanation we can offer is that· in The United States Inter-
national Trade Commissionpublication of tariff shcedules of the United States
is a statement that reads IIfor the purpose of the tariff schedules, the term
"precious stones" meansnatural diamonds, emeralds, rubies and sapphires. All
other .gemstonesare lumpedtogether under 'semi-precious. "' Webster's New
World Dictionary only adds to the confusion. It defines l1preciousl1as 1. 11of
great value." It defines semi-precious as 1. "less valuable than precious
gems." So, to try and foll<.NJWebster in context we might say that the fine
four carat gemAlexandrite worth $20,000 is a precious stone. But this would
makean off color, heavily flawed four carat Diarrondworth only $4,000 a
semi-precious stone--in direct contradiction to the tariff schedules publica-
tion.

Whatdoes all this mean? Simply that there is no such thing as a pre-
cious nor a semi-precious stone. There is absolutely no way in gemologyto
accurately describe the difference and to try to do so is absurd. Many,many
stones are valuable, someare less valuable, others are cheap, still others
are virtually worthless. Fromworthless to very, very valuable would carry
one across the whole spectrum of gemstone's worth, but does not involve nor
indicate whether a stone is "precious" or 11semi-precious .11

Wefeel that irregardless of past customs and habits that the general
public, gemologists', dealers, and anyone involved in whatever mannerwith
gemstones should drop these two terms from their vocabulary. For a dealer to
put on his business card that he sells "prec.ious'' and "semi-precious" stones
tells his customer nothing. He eould be seJlinr, anything from driveway gravel
to the HopeDiillnond.

Reviewingthe Lapidary Journal book department's list of current titles
offered for sale we find (thankfully) that only one book on the list has
precious stones in the title. This is "The Keyto Precious Stones," by L. J.
Spencer. All other books use more accurately "gemstones" in their titles.
In his book Spencer tries to define the difference between precious and semi-
precious. He makes a good.stab at it with "Wecould then define a precious
stone as any mineral which by reason of its colors and lustre is attractive
in appearance, and which at the sametime possesses a degree of hardness
sufficient to withstand wear. There are several commonminerals to which



such a definition would apply; but being common and plentiful the adjective
"precious" seems scarcely appropriate. Such stones are usually classed as
semi-precious stones, while "precious" stones are those that are rare and hard
to get."

"Such distinctions are, however, quite arbitrary. The best quality of
rubies and emeralds are now rare and difficult to obtain, and are therefore
regarded with favour and classed as precious stones of the first rank. But,
supposing that tomorrow new deposits of these stones were found in large
amount, and that all known deposits of, say, amethyst became exhausted, then
no doubt the later would come into favour and there would be an interchange in
rank. " Spencer, A Key to Precious Stones, p. 2 & 3.

Many articles, publications and trade organizations are trying to educate
the masses on synthetics vs. genuine; treated vs. natural; color enhanced vs.
natural color in gemstones. This effort is to be commended. The more accurately
a gemstone is described, the more confidence the trade can expect from con-
swners. The dropping of the tenn "precious" and "semi-precious" from any and
all reference to gemstones would only add to this effort of educating the general
public and go a long way toward clearing up this long standing confusion.

We feel confident, that since we have seen fit to put our "Two cents worth"
into this matter, that our readers will agree, that it is worth every penny.

CHANGES

We have .oome good newa and .oome bad ne.wo. The bad ne.woA...othat the
bo~d 06 dihecto~ aeee.pted with deep ~eg~e..to the ~e..oigna.tion 06 Colleen
GUe.Me..t.teM exeeutive .oe~~y. H~ ye~ 06 out6tanding .o~viee to the
Souety Ls g~ea:te.y app~eUa:ted and w.LU be .oo~ely mA...oJ.,ed.unde». he»: gui-danee
the 066iee 06 exeeutive J.,e~etany wa.o mo~e than adequately 6illed; J.,he not
on-t!:!dcd he»: wotLk, bu;t aL60 a good patLt 06 mine when 1 WM !.>howeiuu.nman , and
I have depended upon h~ eomplete eompetenee du~ng the 6ew month;., that I
have .s enved M p~e..oident.

Cotteen and And!:!~e punehMing a home in the COhonaatLea, and the ~-
ranee: involved, M weii M he»: new 6uit-time job, would not p~ he». to
6ul6ill her: duUef.J M !.>ec.tL~!:!. The GOODnew!.>A...osh« ~ ~ eowdnue. to
.0 etLve CL6 editoh 06 The Opal £x.phe..oJ."and Andy ~ eontinue to J.,etLve M
xneasune», I don't think. any 06 U!.>have heally been MIMe 06 and app~eua.tive
06 the many houn» 06 J.,~viee these. .two have given to the Souety. We w.LU
m..L6J.,YOM .oetLviee..o M .oec.tLetany, Colleen, but w.LU be looking 60~atLd to
many mo~e intetLef.Jung and in60~a.tive ne.wo.teti~.

Colleen'.o he..oignation neeef.J.oitated the eleetion 06 a new exeeutive
J., e~etany. VOhothe.a Pattee WM appointed to the poJ.,ilion. She, in tusn,
~e..oigned he»: pO.6ilion M a bcand memb~ and MMy F~nk..6 wa.o appointed to 6ill
that vaeaney. Cong~olt.6 to OM new .6e~~y, and weleome to the boand
o 6 doiecxon«, MatLy.



SPREAD THE WORD ....
Clip an invitation or two and pass them on to your friends.
Invite them to our meetings. TheyIre fun, educational and
interesting.

IM~aliirufiiociiiililtuiiirer • ?AJ.EXiiO•• r.tef.iiiiiiiiiiiiiWl

Peter Chan, GG ~ •. j

COMPETITIVE PRICE
FULL SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

(FROM US (l 15ct. UP)
~ R2lioble Opals (H. K.) Fty.

4/F., 44A Hankow Rd, lS.T.KLN
Tel:3 -7218371
.Opals Su~lier
Solids, Triplets

Cut vinqs, Carnecs.
Direct From . ::.

H.K.
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Editor Colleen Guerrette
Contributing Editors Jewett Pattee

................ Dorothea Pattee
Coordinator, Printing andDistribution Andy Guerrette

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

-----------------------------------------------------------------------.---------
Their are three errers in this sentence. Can you find all three?--------------------------------------------------------------_ .._--------------



.k .AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
~ Monthly Meeting~ 2nd Thursday of the Month at

7:30 P.M. 8211 EAST FIRESTONE BL VD., DOWNEY
CALIFORNIA FEDERAL SAVINGS BLDG.

up stairs in back

VISITOR'S WELCOME
WORKSHOP Mon. & Tues. 6:30 - 9:00
GET PARTICULAR'S AT MEETING

RECOMMENDED BY _
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CALIFORNIA FEDERAL SAVINGS BLDG.

up stairs in back

VISITOR'S WELCOME
WORKSHOP Mon. & Tues. 6:30 - 9:00
GET PARTICULAR'S AT MEETING

RECOMMENDED BY _
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VISITOR'S WELCOME
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~ AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
~MonthlY Meetings 2nd Thursday of the Month at

7:30 P.M. 8211 EAST FIRESTONE BL VD., DOWNEY
CALIFORNIA FEDERAL SAVINGS BLDG.

up stairs in back

VISITOR'S WELCOME
WORKSHOP Mon. & Tues. 6:30~ 9:00
GET PARTICULAR'S AT MEETING

RECOMMENDED BY _
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· AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY I

Monthly Meetings 2nd Thursday of the Month at :
7:30 P.M. 8211 EAST FIRESTONE BL VD., DOWNE

CALIFORNIA FEDERAL SAVINGS BLDG.
up stairs in back

VISITOR'S WE'LCOME
WORKSHOP Mon. & Tues. 6:30 ~9:00
GET PARTICULAR'S AT MEETING

RECOMMENDED BY _
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· AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
Monthly Meetings 2nd Thursday of the Month at

7:30 P.M. 8211 EAST FIRESTONE BL VD., DOWNEY
CALIFORNIA FEDERAL SAVINGS BLDG.

up stairs in back

VISITORS WELCOME
WORKSHOP Mon. & Tues. 6:30 -9:00
GET PARTICULAR'S AT MEETING

RECOMMENDED- BY _
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