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May's Assemblage

I would like to thank Mr. Lloyd Huf for bringing his collection of
cut opals to display and sell. Weall enjoyed his fine talk about Australia.

Our displayers last monthwere Bill Judd, showinga gilson opal which
had been electroformed over balsa wood; and RoySavage, whohad a cast
gold ring featuring gilson opal. Jewett Pattee had somecut stones just
off the dop. Theywere used in the opal appraisal session.

Thankyou opal experts Dick Koch, TomParker and John Hall for help-
ing membersestimate the value of their cut stones, As usual, our opal
appraisal session was well attended by our members,whoare eager to
learn and appreciate this queen of gemstones.

The June Meeting (Thursday, June 13, at 7:30... ),

At our June meeting I amhappy to announce that the Amerti.canOpal
Society will be honored by the presence of an expert in the related field
of colored stones. Mr. BobKleppe from Cutters Three will speak on faceted
stones and colored gems. Mr. Kleppe is a memberof the board of directors
of the Faceters Guild of Southern California and chairman of their 1985
showcommittee. I have knownMr. Kleppe for several years and I amsure he
will makean interesting and informative presentation. Comeand learn about
the fascinating world of faceting.

A Sad Report

It is with great regret that we announcethe passing of one of the
gentlemen whohelped our society get started and worked long and hard to
form other chapters and present the society to the public. Mr. John Boyce
of Sun City, California, passed awayMay8. Our heartfelt sympathygoes to
his wife and family.

*************************************************************************
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Weare extremely grateful to Paul and Bobbi Downingfor the publicity
given to us in their monthly newsletter, "Opalholics." Through them we have
added seven more rrembers to the American Opal Society. The enthusiasm and
spirit that is flowing from our membersthis year is simply fantastic.
Weare growing and moving back into the forefront of the opal iridustry again.
Every memberdeserves a heartfelt round of applause. Keep up the good work.

MembershipCommittee

------------------------------------------------~--------------------------
HISTORYIN THEMPJ<ING

The American Opal Society has through the years been considered an
authority on opal. Werealized that we needed to standardize the grading of
opals for the industry and jewelers alike. This goal has been accomplished
through the development of an official AOSOpal Eval~ation Kit.

OnMay8, 1985, the American Opal Society entered into a licensing
agreement with Royal Crest Opals to be the sole distributor for the kit. The
kit and accompanying literature have been copyrighted and is the sole proper-ty'
of AOS. Anyone interested in obtaining one of these official AOSevaluation
kits please contact:

Royal Crest Opals
P.O. Box 18706
Irvine, CA. 92713

As GIAis to diamonds so AOSlS to opals.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Creative Rainbows
Custom Gems and Jewelry

Jewett & Dorothea Pattee
425-2426
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Paul and Bobbi Downing
(904) 385-3732

3412 Monitor Lane
Tallahassee, Florida 32312

Autbor

OPAL CUTI'ING r-tADEEASY

SA..N'I'AMONICA June 7-9 10-8 F&S Pacific Shores Hotel
10-4 Slln 1819 Ocean Avenue

SAN FRANCISCO June 11-12 10-8 Tues Grosvenor Airport Inn. 10-3 Hed 380 S. Airport Blvd.

PORTLAND June 16-17 11-8 Sun Holiday Inn-portland
10-4 ~1on 25425 S~V Boones Ferry Rd

SEA 'lrl'LE/TACOtJ'JI June 19-20 11-8 Hed Holiday Inn-Tacoma
10-4 Thurs 1425 East 27th street
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BObbi & PaUl DoWning
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Albert & Marj orie Meador, Over Land Park, Kansas
David & Jane Lippman, Austin, Texas
June South, Houston, Texas
George Heath, Phoenix, Arizona
W. J. Bailey, Fredericksburg, Texas
Joe & Joyce Vezeau, La Mirada, California
H. J. Gibbs, Columbus, Ohio
Joseph Newby, Lakeport, California

-----~-----------------------------------------------------~--~---------------
BOOKS

Phil Pearl's donation of Gan Bruce's IILightning Ridge--Home of the Black
OpaL;" has resulted in numerous requests of our members as to how to get
copies of this superb publication for their own libraries. We wrote to
Mr. Bruce requesting this information and are happy to print his response:

"... Many thanks for your letter of interest in Lightning Ridge. Please
thank Phil Pearl for me for helping to promote the Ridge and our black opal •
...At the present moment with our dollar at a very low, 66¢ U.S., I would
like to suggest if your members wish to purchase copies of my book, now
would be the time before the dollar rises again ....My book retails for
Aus. $19.95 & with our very high postage here each copy costs Aus. $10.00 to
send overseas. So, if you would like to inform your members to send U.S.
$22.50 by bank cheque for each copy, I'll be very pleased to autograph and
send them over. Sincerely, Gan Bruce."

Mr. Bruce's address is P.O. Box 29, Lightning Ridge, N.S.W. 2834, Australia .
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COMPETITIVE PRICE

FULL SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
(FROM US q 15ct. UP)

~ ~IiQbl2 Opals (H. K.) Fty.
4/ F" 4J.A Hankow Rd., T.S .T.KLN

Tel:3 - 7218371 .
. Opals Suwlier
Solids, Iriptets

CuI \lings, Cameos.
Direct From Minqr<;;

H.K.
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200 \/allington Dr. /1132
El Paso, TX 79902
15 111ay1985

Colleen Guerrette, Editor
American Onal Society
Downey, Calf

Dear h1rS. Guerrett e:

Since my last letter to you, I have staked one (yes, just
one) lode mining claim on a rather weird and interesting
seam opal deposit in New Ivlexico,about two hours from El Paso.
Since your society is probably interested primarily in precious
opal, seam opal may not be of much interest.

Let me describe the deposit rather briefly. The opal and
opalite occur in irregular seams and masses at the base of
a basaltic lava flow. The opal is white to tan to pink in
color, and is intimately interlayered with white, gray, brown,
and black chalcedony, as well as with tan-colored travertine.
Some of the layers and chunks of opal are as much.as two feet
in thickness. Agate and jasper are also present.

Well, none of this may sound very interesting so far, but
under the ultraviolet lamp, the opal fluoreeces a very brilliant
lime-green, and the travertine fluoresces a brilliant scarlet.
The opal doesn't have a high radioactive count, but it contains
just enough uranium to provide a spectacular fluorescence.
So, after studying the nature of the deposit, I staked one claim
covering some old diggings. Actually, seam opal is found at
many other localities in the area. I have sent a sample in for
a spectrographic analysis of 55 metals, and if there are anomalous
amounts of anything unusual, I intend to stake more claims.

Feel free to print this letter if you want, because I'd like
to hear from anybody who knows about, or has any interest in,
fluorescent seam opal.

~he overlying basalt contains arnygdules of chalcedony and
opal. While some of the opal 'exhibits fine opalescence, I have
observed no fire in either the amygdules or in the seam opal.

v/ truly yours,
f tJ ( ~ L-----------..
Edgar B. Heylmun, Ph.D.
Geologist
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