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Our November meeting will be early (because of the Show). We will
meet at Furman Park in Downey, in Activity Room B. The address:

10419 Rives Ave. (Two blocks south of Florence Ave.)
See map below
Thursday, Novgmber 7, at 7:30 p.m

THE OCTOBER MEETING --

In October our own Doc Stambler showed us his slide program about opal.
We all enjoyed it very much. Brian Franks was overheard telling Doc
how much he enjoyed the show. Looks 1ike Ross will be having many

fine evenings out on the "Filet Mignon Circuit." Thank you, Ross.

Also at the meeting Phil Pearl, just back from Australia, presented

the Society with a book called, "Struck by Lightning." The book was
written by his old "mate" Les Taylor. Les, in 1953, decided he was
going to go into "The Opal Business" and loaded up his pickup truck

and headed for "The Ridge." The book tells of his adventures and
tribulations and of how he got started as an opal buyer. Thanks, Phil,
for bringing us another "winner." The book will be placed in the
library for all our members' enjoyment.




By Jewett (the Prez) Pattee

In September my wife and I spent part of our vacation in beautiful
Virgin Valley, located in the high desert of cool mornings and warm
days; breathtaking cloud formations (where'd the sun go?) and mostly
sunny skies.

On arrival in the area of the old C.C.C. camp we dropped our trailer

and headed to the Royal Peacock mine on a scouting trip to see if Bob
(the Man) Halahan had left any opal for us to dig the next day. We
followed a fairly smooth dirt road 8 miles to the mine store located

just below the mine. Much to our surprise we found that the mine

owners had built a nice level camping area with full hook-ups: water,
electricity and sewer. Oh boy; no more outside "facilities." In

five minutes flat we were in our van and down the road to pick up the
trailer. Arriving back there in the late afternoon we soon were settled
in, E

Bob, the father-in-law of Walt Wiison, manages the campground and

store and showed us some beautiful specimens from his personal collec-
tion which included the fossilized toes of a three-toed horse, fossil-
ized horses teeth, and best of all, horses teeth that had been replaced
by precious opal; then the "piece de resistance," an ancient camel's
tooth that was solid crystalline fire. It was beautiful; really worth
making the trip to see! He also told us that just over the hill from
camp arrowheads could be found. There was an extensive Indian population
there many thousands of years before when there was greater precipitation
and. lakes covered the area.

Well, by now we were raring to go! We retired early to dream of glitter-
ing opals sparkling in the sunlight just waiting to be picked from the
walls of the mine. Unfortunately, morning dawned cold and cloudy. Well,
nothing ventured, etc. We bought a couple of miner's picks and started
out "en caravan" with Bob leading the way to the d1gg1ngs It was an
open pit mine with banks about four feet h1gh--that is, to start! Bob
showed us areas that had previously yielded some nice opal (such as Hala-
han's) and showed us how to dig. With the pointed end of the pick (and
it is sharp) you gouge away at the face of the bank, siicing away a chunk
of clay about the thickness of your hand and when you have smoothed the
face a little you stop and look carefully. It helps if the sun is shin-
ing. Then you dig some more. If you hear a "clink," stop and look care-
fully. You may have discovered a piece of opal. If so, put the pick down
and scratch away the clay surrounding the opal with an ice-pick or a
small screwdriver. A1l that clinks is not opal! Not all opal has color;
but if you find a piece of clear opal, don't throw it away. Put it away
in a dry place and forget it for a while. Last week Dorothea took out a
piece of clear brown opal that we had dug there in 1978 and it had devel-
oped a beautiful play of color.

Well, to make a short story long, after digging for a while, Bob went
back down to camp and left us to whack away at the bank where we felt
there might be opal as long as we didn't interfere with the other digger(s).




Eight hours of chopping away at the damp clay bank was really quite a
bit of work and can be very tiring if you are not used to it. I

whacked and chopped all day long, pausing only to dig out the clinks.
They all turned out to be rocks--dull, junky rocks at that--but Dorothea
found one nice opal with color. The other digger seemed to be pleased
with what he was unearthing from his hole. Finally, the light faded

and quitting time came. Back to camp.

Next morning 8 a.m. came much too soon for my sore, aching back, but

Walt Wilson, the mine manager, was waiting; so we piled into the van and
followed him up the road. He showed us where some good pieces of opal

had come out of the bank, he pointed to the area I had worked the day be-
fore. “0Oh, no," I moaned. "I worked there all day yesterday and didn't
find any." He bent over to the spot where I had taken my last discouraged
gouges the night before and said, "How about this?" He was holding a

piece of opal about 1-1/2" Tong with fire of all colors shooting out of a
black base. I had nicked the edge of it with my pick the afternoon be-
fore. Well, we picked and gouged another eight hours (this is retirement?).
We found a little more dark honey opal with fire. The couple digging next
to me were digging out beautiful opal in good sizes while all the time
complaining they were getting only lousy specimen material that they couldn't
cut into stones. After sticking my eyeballs back in place I offered to

take their “"junk" off their hands and get rid of it. For some reason they
declined.

The digging is hard, and if you want to take a rest you can noodle the
dumps and do pretty well. And if the sun is out better than that. I was
told that 50 percent of the opal dug out was still in the tailings! Would
I go again? You bet! I know the opal is there, I know luck plays a

large part, also the more dirt you move the more likely you are to find
good opai, worth more than the cost of the trip. '

After we arrived home and cleaned up the opal we found that we had
collected about an ounce of opal ranging from black crystal to single

color white. The owner of the mine had told how disappointed he was not

to have more people digging. He put in the trailer spaces to make it
easier for people to stay there and he spends a lot of time and money keep-
ing the pits clean for the diggers. He may have to close the mine to pay
digging after this year if he doesn't get better response. I feel this
would be a great loss. There are only a few places to dig opal in the
United States, and this is one of the most beautiful spots to dig.
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Submitted by The House of Tibara
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1. OPALS BF THE NEVER fEVER by Robert 6. Haill: Distributed by
Hortevity Grahame Books Ptyltd, $06 Miller Street,
2062, Melbourae, 3000, -Australia. Has 152 pages., costs
$12.350 paperback:; 10 pages of beautiful color photos
and covers opal mining districts .and tells how to find
and mine opal. This book is well worth your time.

2. OFAL IN SOUTH AUSTRALIA - Mineral Information Series,
Department of Mines and Enerqgy. 191 Greenhall Road,
Farkside 5063, Australia. This is a short general 18-
page description of gpal, but beautifully done. This
booklet costs %.80 and is well worth yvour time. Much
of the nhext section came from this booklet.

%. COOBER FPEDY TIMES - Box 2'.7'5, Loober Pedy, S722, South Aus-
tralia, $.50 per copy. This is & small, interesting
newspaper .about Coober Pedy Mindng areas with very
little wining inforaation. It also includes social/ .
goveramental information from fMintabie .and Godnadalta.

“4. COOBER FfEDY: OPAL WONDERLAND OF AUSTRALIA by Herry E.
Medway. Star Trading Post, F.0. Box 254, Coober Fedy,
BA. §723. $3.90. Very interesting general synopsis
about opal wminers -and sc‘aaal -Mmining.

5. AUSTRALIAN GEMS & TREASURE HUNTER — Gemcraft PTY.Ltd., ist
Floor, 293 Uattletree Road, East Malvern, Vic. 3135,
FAustralia. This is & lapidary wagazine ssuch like ours
except that the $focus is on dAustralian gems and
ainerals, including gold. $25.00 year Australian.

6. OPAL: BOUTH AUSTRALIA®S BGEMSTONE — Barnes and Townshend.
Handbook No. S, Dept. of Mines -and €nergy, F.0. Box
2065, Australia. $B.00. Contains a large number of
colored pictures -and illustrations. value and history
of opal. ‘Jutstanding book.

¥xk%%¥Xx Please note that the above prices may have changed and
that postage is not included.¥kX&EX

»

i!iéﬁini‘iuhuu&uu:u

THE HOUSE OF TIBARA®*
TIM & BARBARA THOMAN

* CUSTOM SEWELRY & LAPIDARY
+ LAPIDARY & SEWELRY GUPPLIES

< OPAL - ROUGH & CUT
AUBTRALIA

ASRAZIL
VIRGIN VALLEY <STABLE)
-+ SADES & OTHER GENS
MALLING ADDRESS :
9573 N FANCHER
CLOVIS, CAL. 98612

“Appointment acovssary 10 soe desired flems.
No stock maintained on premises. Picase cali {(208) 2006123,
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NEWS FROM THE BOARD

We are proud to introduce Mr. Joe Vezeau, who was unanimously voted in
as a new board member at the October meeting.
the Society, having joined earlier this year.

Joe is relatively new to
Welcome aboard, Joe.

We are also pleased to welcome Dorothea Pattee back on the board. Doro-
thea, as you know, is also our hard-working secretary and is doing a

fantabulous job.

These two positions were filled as a result of Tom Parker's and Mary Franks'

resignations.

The twelve-member panel of directors have been actively considering new .
suggested by-laws for the purpose of expanding the AQS into new chapters.

More on this as things develop.

The board meetings are held at the Norwalk library on the third Thursday
of each month at 7:00 p.m. They are open meetings, and members are

welcome to attend.

HELP WANTED COLIMN ... Help wanted. No
experience necessary. Repart to the
Santa Ana Room at the' Anaheim Convention
Center at 6 a.m. Sat. Nov. 8. Duties will
include setting up and covering tables, etc.
OR, at 8 a.m. help register entrants for

the jewelry design contest § arrenge case.
Fram 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. help at the front
table greetlng guests, giving out information
about the Society, taking applications.

Ready smile needed for this position, Sunday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. same thing. Wages??? Well,
none, except for the satisfaction of helping
your American Opal Society. If you need a
replacement badge, see Dorothea early Saturday

T3 2% 22 22 22 2222 £% 3% 7202 £2 £2 1

GEMS, ETC.

Jean A. Zamot
Graduste Gemologiet
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NEWS

-- Cliff Coan of Garden Grove, California, recently returned from
an exciting nine-day trek in Virgin Valley. We understand he
did quite well at Rainbow Ridge. Perhaps he'll bring his
findings to the meeting and share his experience.

-- Paul and Bobbi Downing of Tallahassee, Florida shared with
us, via their Newsletter Opalholics, that they have just
come back from a month-long buying trip to Australia and Hong
Kong and China. They purchased some opal from Australia and
over 300 carvings from Hong Kong and China. Sounds like a
real experience. :

-- Our raffles lately have gotten very interesting, with opals
donated by Catherine Bieniek and emeralds by Ross Stambler.

Roy Savage has recently supplied the Club with some real nice
stuff, too.

UNSUNG HEROES CORNER...We're talking about Jake Schmidt. In addition
to taking flyers to umpteen other gem and mineral club shows as far
away as San Diego, he displays at the Los Angeles County fair and takes
our flyers there (several thousand of them). Then he drives 268 miles
round trip to take our flyers to rock shops as far away as Riverside,
Azusa and Van Nuys. Thank you, Jake. We appreciate it!

--William P. Davis,
Gonzalez, Florida

--George Doty,
" Escondido, California

--Marlene Nawrocki,
Savannah, Georgia

--Cary & Cheryl Babcock,
Satellite Beach, Florida f

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS




"JAYSON" TRAURIG BROS. PTY. LTD.

69 Abercrombie St. Chippendale, Sydney 2008 Australia Telex: - AA27113

Sycom for Traurig
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OPAL 30LI0S
WHITE @ BLACK © CRYSTAL ¢ BOULDER
OPAL TRIPLETS
LARGE VARIETY OF CALIBRATED 81ZE8
SPECIAL STONES OA LOTS POR MANUP

) RQUGH OPAL

FOR PROFESSIONALS AND LAPIDARIES
ALSO SAPPHIRES, CHRYSOPRASE, STC.



He The OPAL EXPRESS

P.O. Box 3895 FIRST CLASS
Downey, CA 90242

The American Opal Society
Proudly Presents
its 18th Annual Show

A PANORAMA OF OPAL

Featuring: Top Dealers ¢ Demonstrations eDisplays
Jewelry Design Contest

November 9 & 10, 1985

Saturday, Nov.9th, 11 a.m.-7 p.m., Sunday, Nov. 10th, 10 3.m.-5 p.m.
Anaheim Convention Center, 800 W. Katella (Across from Disneyland) ‘ -

Adults — $2.00 donation, children over 12 — S0e  Under 12 free with adult




