
 
 
 
 
 

ONWARD AND UPWARD IN 1986 
 

 
It seems that practically every book, every film, every 
movement and organization is “making a statement” these 
days. The American Opal Society is no exception. In 1985 we 
“made a statement” in our decision to expand and grow. We 
rebelled against those who would belittle opal and minimize 
its standing in the gem world. We cried aloud and 
proclaimed, its rightful place among the rare and precious 
stones. We “made a statement” in November when we were 
forced out of our annual Show site and, undefeated, found a 
better one. We “made a statement” when our membership drive 
resulted in a 33 per cent increase of AOS members 
worldwide. 
 
There is still more to say- -MUCH more- -and 1986 is RIPE 
with opportunity. We have the resources available (mainly, 
you members) to realize our potential--that is, to “make a 
statement” by living up to our mandate of being the world’s 

principal representative of opal. 
 
We would like of the Society and your ideas- -and we year in 1986. 
to thank each and every member for your continued support of its goals. We encourage 
your comments and welcome look forward with great anticipation to a “dynamite” year in 
1986. 

                    The 1986 Officers and Directors 
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Seated, L. to R. Andy Guerrette, Jewett Pattee, 
Dorothea Pattee; standing, l. to r., Bill Judd 
Joe Vezeau, Harold Umberson, Dick Koch, Ross 
Stambler. Not shown: Blame Milliron, Roy 
Savage, Larry Dobrin & Brian Franks. 



A “DIFFERENT KIND OF MEETING” SLATED FOR JANUARY 
 

Jewett has made special plans to start the New Year off right! First of 
all, a (sort of) formal installation of the new officers is on the agenda- -
so all newly re-elected personnel be sure to be there. And THEN, we are going 
to follow up with the most important meeting since the AOS was founded. Your 
board of directors has been considering proposed revisions to the by-laws of 
the American Opal Society. Jewett plans to “tell it like it is” and explain 
all the implications of the board’s actions toward this end. This will be one 
H-U-G-E step toward expanding into new chapters. And we need YOU to be there! 
Andy Guerrette will also give a brief review of the l986 Show... 

 
So, plan to be a part of this exciting new era. Come and venture into new 

frontiers. 
 
NEXT MEETING: Thursday, January 9, 1986, at 7:30 p.m. 

at the regular meeting place in Downey, 
8211 E. Firestone Blvd. (See map.) 

 
 
***************************************************************************** 
 
CHRISTMAS POTLUCK 
 

Thanks to everyone who participated in our December meeting. We enjoyed a 
special evening of friendship and good food, and the voting resulted in re-
electing all the officers who served in 1985 (excellent choice!). Evelyn Hall 
held the winning ticket for the Christmas stone, a lovely finished opal from 
the AOS collection. Sue Umberson’s number came up next, claiming the prize of 
a bottle of rough. Special thanks to Nancy Means for her lovely donations of 
hand-made baskets for three additional raffle prizes. 
 
Finally, Edna Moothart’s cornbread made such a hit that people were asking 
for her recipe. (It was SCRUMPTIOUS!!) She chuckled a little, and added with 
that certain twinkle in her eye that it was a “family secret.” She later 
admitted it was made from a Marie Callender cornbread mix and could be 
purchased at almost any supermarket. (She could’ve fooled ME... and she 
did!!!) 
 
 
***************************************************************************** 
 

DIRECTORY OF OFFICERS 
 

Jewett Pattee, President, 213-425-2426 Ross Stambler, 213-693-6898 
Dick Koch, 1st VP, 213-927-4372  Blame Milliron, 213-632-9965 
Bill Judd, 2nd VP, 213-923-4643  Harold Umberson, 213-693-7380 
Andy Guerrette, Treas., 714-734-7484 Joe Vezeau, 714-523-1318 
Dorothea Pattee, Sec., 213-425-2426  Brian Franks, 714-857-2743 
Roy Savage, 213-867-4336   Larry Dobrin, 213-305-7674 



“SHOW BIZ” 
 

(A monthly feature of The Opal Express) 
 
Mark your calendars for next November 8th and 9th, of 1986 that is. This is the date 
of our 1986 Opal and Gem Show. The theme for next year is “A Fantasy World of 
Treasures”. We have reserved the Anaheim Room at the fabulous Anaheim Convention 
Center. This is a real exhibition hail with almost 12,000 square feet of usable floor 
space. Since we are in one of the exhibit halls, we are allowed Friday November 7th 
for setup and the morning of Monday November 10th for breakdown. We have tentatively 
engaged an electrical contractor to install electrical outlets at every dealer’s 
table(s). No more power outages! 
 
Since we have more floor space, we are looking for a few more dealers. If anyone out 
there in Opal Land knows of anyone who would like to be a dealer at our next show 
please have them write immediately to the show chairman at our P.O. Box in Downey. 
They must be opal/gem dealers who meet our standards of quality in merchandise. We 
are also looking for exhibitors and demonstrators. We will have a large exhibit and 
demo area in the hall in 1986. 
 
Our jewelry design contest has fallen out of favor with those of you who create your 
own jewelry. So this coming year the contest is being changed just a little bit and 
is open to AOS members ONLY. There will probably be some new categories and trophies. 
More on this later. 
 
In 1985, our paid attendance was only 1262 persons. This was a very good showing 
considering that in Norwalk two years ago there were just about 600 people that came 
to our show. This was also the first time that we charged an admission fee. Norwalk 
would allow us to ask for donations but no charging. We have asked a gentleman with 
some advertising savvy and know how to help yours truly with letting our local 
populace know about the next show. Our goal is to have 2000 people per day go thru 
our turnstiles and of course to bring some money with them too. Oh, this mans name is 
none other than John Hall. We are starting our advertising campaign as of this very 
moment and hope that with this much advance notice that we can get more people to put 
us on their calendars. 
 
Since moving to the ACC (Anaheim Convention Center), the expense of running our Opal 
and Gem Show has increased dramatically. Well, we have two or more ways of solving 
this financial problem. Either we reduce the expenses or increase our income. Since 
most of the expenses are fixed then we definitely must increase revenue. Our 
operating funds are generated in two ways: 

1. Dealer table rentals. 
2. Gate receipts from show patrons. 

 
We are currently charging every dealer $125.00 for each eight foot table that they 
rent and don’t want to increase the price at this time. Our only alternative is to 
increase our patronage and the cost of coming to the show. This is now our number one 
priority with the advertising. So with that in mind we have upped the entry fee to 
$3.50 for each adult, $1.00 for children under 18 and those under 12 are free when 
accompanied by an adult. What we will do next year is make the back side of our 
flyers a .50 cent discount coupon with up to four adults coming in on one coupon. Nov 
you can understand why we must increase our patronage. This should also help our 
dealers make their sales quotas. 
 
This is just the first of many monthly updates that will be printed in the Opal 
Express. Next month we will explain the new Jewelry Design Contest stipulations. Till 
then, Au Revoir. 



IT’S “THAT” TIME AGAIN 
 
 
This is the time of year to renew our memberships in the most prestigious 
society of all, the American Opal Society. With that for an introduction, let 
me say that 1985 was a very exciting year in that the corporate by—laws were 
revised and a set of chapter by—laws were written so as to enable us to 
expand throughout the country and the world. In 1986, we will most definitely 
be chartering new chapters and watching the society grow by leaps and bounds. 
We grew over 30 percent in our membership in 1985 alone and we look for 
continued growth in this coming year. 
 
Early in 1985 the Board of Directors approved a measure that allowed us to 
terminate the mailing of the Opal Express to any member that was 60 days 
delinquent in the yearly dues. This means that if you haven’t paid by 
February 28th of any year, then you will no longer be receiving this 
newsletter. Also, there will be a $5.00 reinstatement fee in addition to the 
yearly fee in order to resume receiving the Express. 
 
So don’t miss a single issue this year. Renew early. Check the mailing label 
on the front cover. If the date says 12—31—85, then you must renew at this 
time. The current renewal fees are: 
 Local chapter members (less than 50 miles) $15.00 
 Remote members in the U.S. and Canada  $ 9.00 
 All other foreign members    $25.00 
 
Please return the following form with your remittance to: 
  American Opal Society, Inc. 

P.O. Box 3895 
Downey, CA 90242 
 

  
NAME:_____________________________________________ 
 

  
ADDRESS:__________________________________________ 
 

  
CITY:_____________________________________________ 
 

  
STATE:_______________________ 
 

 
ZIP CODE____________ 

 
 
***************************************************************************** 
 
HELP!! 
 

I have been asked to compile a pamphlet of opal mines. Any Information you 
could give me would be greatly appreciated. Such as: mine locations, mining 
conditions, weather conditions, etc. This pamphlet will then be sent to all 
AOS members. Please send any information to: Joe Vezeau, 114721 Jalisco, La 
Mrada, CA 90638. Thank you. 
 
***************************************************************************** 
 



NATIONAL DIRECTORY 
 
We believe that every member should know who the other members are within the 
society. Therefore, The Opal Express staff is preparing a roster to be 
published within a few months of~ every one currently in AOS. If you do not 
want your name or address or phone number or any combination of the above 
printed, please let us know before February 1, 1986 so that we can 
accommodate your wishes. Be advised that this is for members ONLY. We have 
not in the past nor we will we ever sell our membership names. 
 
 
The enclosed form will assist those who wish to eliminate some or all of 
their address. 
 
 

  
 
 

GEMS. ETC. 
Jean A. Zamot 
 
Graduate Gemologist 
15632 Whittier Blvd. 
Whittier, California 90803 
(213) 850-0080 
 
 

 
 

 
I give my permission to print the following: 
NAME: ______________________________________ 

 
Name, address & phone 
 
Name and phone number only 
 
Name and address only 
 
Name and city/state only 
 
Name and city/state/phone number only 
 
Don’t include me at all 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P. O. Box 3895 
Downey, CA 90242 
FIRST CLASS 
The American Opal Society, Inc., meets here 
 


