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ONWARD AND UPWARD | N 1986

It seens that practically every book, every film every
movenent and organi zation is “naking a statenment” these
days. The Anmerican Opal Society is no exception. In 1985 we
“made a statenent” in our decision to expand and grow. W
rebel | ed agai nst those who would belittle opal and mnimnze
its standing in the gemworld. W cried al oud and
proclained, its rightful place anobng the rare and precious
stones. W& “nade a statement” in Novenber when we were
forced out of our annual Show site and, undefeated, found a
better one. W “made a statenent” when our nenbership drive
resulted in a 33 per cent increase of AOCS nenbers
wor | dwi de.

There is still nore to say- -MJCH nore- -and 1986 is RIPE
with opportunity. We have the resources available (nainly,
you nenbers) to realize our potential--that is, to “nake a
statement” by living up to our mandate of being the world's

princi pal representative of opal

We would like of the Society and your ideas- -and we year in 1986.
to thank each and every menber for your continued support of its goals. W encourage
your comments and wel come | ook forward with great anticipation to a “dynanmite” year in

1986.

Seated, L. to R Andy CGuerrette,
Dor ot hea Pattee; standing, |. tor., Bill Judd
Joe Vezeau, Harold Unberson, Dick Koch, Ross
Stanbl er. Not shown: Blane MIIliron, Roy
Savage, Larry Dobrin & Brian Franks.

The 1986 Officers and Directors

Jewett Pattee




A “DI FFERENT KI ND OF MEETI NG’ SLATED FOR JANUARY

Jewett has made special plans to start the New Year off right! First of
all, a (sort of) formal installation of the new officers is on the agenda- -
so all newy re-elected personnel be sure to be there. And THEN, we are going
to follow up with the npost inportant neeting since the ACS was founded. Your
board of directors has been considering proposed revisions to the by-Iaws of
the American Opal Society. Jewett plans to “tell it like it is” and explain
all the inplications of the board’ s actions toward this end. This will be one
H U G E step toward expanding into new chapters. And we need YOU to be there!
Andy Cuerrette will also give a brief review of the | 986 Show...

So, plan to be a part of this exciting new era. Cone and venture into new
frontiers.

NEXT MEETI NG Thur sday, January 9, 1986, at 7:30 p.m
at the regular neeting place in Downey,
8211 E. Firestone Blvd. (See map.)
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CHRI STMAS POTLUCK

Thanks to everyone who participated in our Decenber neeting. W enjoyed a
speci al evening of friendship and good food, and the voting resulted in re-
electing all the officers who served in 1985 (excellent choice!). Evelyn Hal
hel d the winning ticket for the Christmas stone, a lovely finished opal from
the ACS coll ection. Sue Unberson’s number came up next, claimng the prize of
a bottle of rough. Special thanks to Nancy Means for her |ovely donations of
hand- made baskets for three additional raffle prizes.

Finally, Edna Moothart’s cornbread nmade such a hit that people were asking
for her recipe. (It was SCRUMPTIQUS!!) She chuckled a little, and added with
that certain twinkle in her eye that it was a “fam |y secret.” She l|ater
adnmitted it was made froma Marie Callender cornbread m x and coul d be
purchased at al nost any supermarket. (She could ve fooled ME... and she
didi!!)
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DI RECTORY OF OFFI CERS

Jewett Pattee, President, 213-425-2426 Ross Stanbler, 213-693-6898

Di ck Koch, 1st VP, 213-927-4372 Blame MIliron, 213-632-9965
Bill Judd, 2nd VP, 213-923-4643 Har ol d Unber son, 213-693-7380
Andy Cuerrette, Treas., 714-734-7484 Joe Vezeau, 714-523-1318
Dor ot hea Pattee, Sec., 213-425-2426 Bri an Franks, 714-857-2743

Roy Savage, 213-867-4336 Larry Dobrin, 213-305-7674



“ SHOW BI Z”
(A nonthly feature of The Opal Express)

Mark your cal endars for next Novenber 8th and 9th, of 1986 that is. This is the date
of our 1986 Opal and Gem Show. The thenme for next year is “A Fantasy Wrld of
Treasures”. We have reserved the Anaheim Room at the fabul ous Anaheim Convention
Center. This is a real exhibition hail with al nost 12,000 square feet of usable floor
space. Since we are in one of the exhibit halls, we are allowed Friday Novenber 7th
for setup and the norning of Monday Novenber 10th for breakdown. We have tentatively
engaged an electrical contractor to install electrical outlets at every dealer’s
tabl e(s). No nore power outages!

Since we have nore floor space, we are looking for a few nore dealers. If anyone out
there in Opal Land knows of anyone who would like to be a dealer at our next show
pl ease have them wite imediately to the show chairman at our P.O Box in Downey.
They nust be opal/gem dealers who neet our standards of quality in nmerchandi se. W
are also looking for exhibitors and denonstrators. We will have a |large exhibit and
denp area in the hall in 1986.

Qur jewelry design contest has fallen out of favor with those of you who create your
own jewelry. So this coming year the contest is being changed just a little bit and
is open to ACS nmenmbers ONLY. There will probably be sone new categories and trophies.
More on this |ater.

In 1985, our paid attendance was only 1262 persons. This was a very good show ng
considering that in Norwalk two years ago there were just about 600 people that cane
to our show. This was also the first time that we charged an adm ssion fee. Norwal k
woul d allow us to ask for donations but no charging. We have asked a gentleman with
some advertising savvy and know how to help yours truly with letting our |Iocal
popul ace know about the next show. Qur goal is to have 2000 people per day go thru
our turnstiles and of course to bring some noney with themtoo. Ch, this mans nanme is
none other than John Hall. We are starting our advertising canmpaign as of this very
moment and hope that with this much advance notice that we can get nore people to put
us on their cal endars.

Since nmoving to the ACC (Anahei m Convention Center), the expense of running our Opal
and Gem Show has increased dramatically. Wll, we have two or nmore ways of solving
this financial problem Either we reduce the expenses or increase our income. Since
most of the expenses are fixed then we definitely must increase revenue. Our
operating funds are generated in two ways:

1. Deal er table rentals.

2. Gate receipts from show patrons.

We are currently charging every dealer $125.00 for each eight foot table that they
rent and don't want to increase the price at this tine. Qur only alternative is to
i ncrease our patronage and the cost of comng to the show This is now our nunmber one
priority with the advertising. So with that in mnd we have upped the entry fee to
$3.50 for each adult, $1.00 for children under 18 and those under 12 are free when
acconpanied by an adult. What we will do next year is make the back side of our
flyers a .50 cent discount coupon with up to four adults coming in on one coupon. Nov
you can understand why we nust increase our patronage. This should also help our
deal ers make their sal es quotas.

This is just the first of many nonthly updates that will be printed in the Opal
Express. Next nmonth we will explain the new Jewelry Design Contest stipulations. Till
then, Au Revoir.



TS “THAT” TI ME AGAIN

This is the time of year to renew our nenberships in the npbst prestigious
society of all, the Anerican Opal Society. Wth that for an introduction, |et
nme say that 1985 was a very exciting year in that the corporate by—taws were
revised and a set of chapter by—+aws were witten so as to enable us to
expand throughout the country and the world. In 1986, we will nost definitely
be chartering new chapters and watching the society grow by |eaps and bounds.
We grew over 30 percent in our nenbership in 1985 alone and we |ook for
continued growth in this comng year.

Early in 1985 the Board of Directors approved a neasure that allowed us to
terminate the mailing of the Opal Express to any nenber that was 60 days
delinquent in the vyearly dues. This nmeans that if you haven't paid by
February 28th of any year, then you wll no longer be receiving this
newsl etter. Also, there will be a $5.00 reinstatement fee in addition to the
yearly fee in order to resune receiving the Express.

So don’t mss a single issue this year. Renew early. Check the mailing | abel
on the front cover. If the date says 12-31-85, then you nmust renew at this
time. The current renewal fees are:

Local chapter nenbers (less than 50 niles) $15. 00
Renpte menbers in the U S. and Canada $ 9.00
Al'l other foreign nembers $25. 00

Pl ease return the following formw th your remttance to:
Ameri can Opal Society, Inc.
P. O, Box 3895
Downey, CA 90242

NANME:

ADDRESS:

Gl TY:

STATE: ZI P CODE

LRk I S I R O R O S O R I Rk b O O A R O
HELP! !

I have been asked to conpile a panphlet of opal mnes. Any Information you
could give nme would be greatly appreciated. Such as: mine |ocations, mning
conditions, weather conditions, etc. This panphlet will then be sent to all
ACS nmenmbers. Please send any information to: Joe Vezeau, 114721 Jalisco, La
M ada, CA 90638. Thank you.
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NATI ONAL DI RECTORY

We believe that every nenber should know who the other nenmbers are within the
society. Therefore, The Opal Express staff is preparing a roster to be
published within a few nonths of~ every one currently in ACS. If you do not
want your nane or address or phone nunber or any conbination of the above
printed, please let wus know before February 1, 1986 so that we can
accompdat e your wi shes. Be advised that this is for nenbers ONLY. W have
not in the past nor we will we ever sell our nenbership nanes.

The enclosed form will assist those who wish to elimnate sone or all of
their address.

| give ny pernmission to print the foll ow ng:
NAME:

D Nane, address & phone

D Nanme and phone nunber only

D Nane and address only

D Name and city/state only

D Name and city/state/ phone nunmber only

DDon’t include nme at all

FrOININIEIFIH TS THININILSAINS

RS ATWNININIRININSAIAS
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