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FEBRUARY -- A TI ME FOR HEARTS, FLOAERS AND OPAL EVALUATI ON

Bring your favorite Valentine and your pet opal to the February convergence.
Expect a mood of excitenent and anticipation (naybe sonme awesonme bewi | dernment as
well) as the incredible flashing plays of color conme under scrutiny in our opa
eval uati on session. Learn the value of your opal (or someone else's opal). Conme and
share in the exciting “grand prem ere” of our new appraisal chart.

When? On Thursday, February 13, at 7:30 p.m
Where? At the Cal-Fed Building in Downey, 8211 E. Firestone

JANUARY Kl CKOFF

At the January neeting our president gave a stand-up presentation on the
proposed by-laws changes to the Society and the new by-laws for the Foundi ng Chapter
This was one of the nost “electric” nmeetings that we’ve seen at the usually-sedate
Cal -Fed building. There was a very lively interchange of views, questions, answers
and rmuch debate. This was the neeting-you-didn t-want-to-niss It was rewarding to
wat ch our menbers getting involved with the planning and future growh of this
Soci ety.

DI RECTORY OF OFFI CERS

Jewett Pattee, President, 213-425-2426 Ross Stanbler, 213-693-6898
Di ck Koch, 1st VP, 213-927-4372 Blame MIliron, 213-632-9965
Bill Judd, 2nd VP, 213-923-4643 Rar ol d Unmberson, 213-693-7380
Andy Guerrette, Treas., 7147347484 Joe Vezeau, 714-523-1318
Dor ot hea Pattee, Sec., 2134252426 Bri an Franks, 714-857-2743

Roy Savage, 2138674336 Larry Dobrin, 2133057674



PRESI DENT" S CORNER

The board of directors have anended the by-laws so that we may nore easily enl arge
our menbership by sinplifying the method of adding chapters in the different areas of
the country. Also, these changes have enabled us to give voting rights to al

menbers.

Here’s how the el ection process will work: Around the fall of the year a |ist of
candi dates for the various offices will appear in The Opal Express. At that tine you
will be invited to subnit additional nom nations. Then, after all nom nations have
been received, a FINAL Iist will be published in the newsletter along with a ballot.
Detach the ball ot and send along with your vote, and the results will appear in the
NEXT edition. It’'s that sinple. This is for the nenbers at |arge and all chapter
menbers in voting for the national board of directors and officers. Each chapter wll
al so hold their own elections for their own officers in their own chapters.

The present officers and board of directors of the AOS and foundi ng chapter will be
the caretakers of the Society and foundi ng chapter until nom nations and elections in
the latter part of this year. A copy of the by-laws will be sent to each nenber in

t he next few nont hs.

Any menber or group of menmbers who wish to forma chapter in their area and feel they
can gather together 10 or nore people to forma chapter please wite to nme and | will
send you information for setting one up. We are’ going to expand throughout the

U S. A and possibly sonme foreign countries as wel
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For Your Infornmation

There is a new opal substitute on the market that is being inported from Hong Kong in
the formof finished cabochons, carvings and watch faces. There is even a Mexican
type made. The nanme | know that is being inported under is “Opalite” -—opa

simulant. Fromthe sanple sent to us it is a very realistic substitute. It is
synthetic resin polyners devel oped and manufactured in Japan. These are the

speci fications: Hardness Mhs scale 2.5; specific gravity 1.18 to 1.20; refractive

i ndex 1.48 to 1.53; hydrophobic. The main difference between this and opal is Mbs
scal e hardness of 2.5 conpared to opal hardness 5 to 6.5, specific - gravity about
1.2 to opal about 2.1, and a very low price. By rubbing it with your thunb or finger
you get a squeaky sound if held close to the ear
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At the January 23rd neeting of the Board of Directors, much was acconplished. The
meeting began at 7:30 P.M and closed at 10:15 P.M wth sone very lively and
agitated discussion over our nost sensitive issue, the new by—-taws for the
Corporation and Founding Chapter. Common sense and our Parlianmentarian, Ross
Stanmbler, with the help of the Sergeant—at-Arnms, Dick Koch, prevailed and the
foll owi ng was acconpli shed:

1. New Cor porati on by—+aws were approved.

2. Foundi ng Chapter by—aws were approved.

3. Board neeting has now been noved to the Pattees residence.

4, Wor ki ng conmittees were appointed by our president.

5. Show report was given and Board approved the 1986 dealer contracts with a table
rental increase

6. Treasurers report was submtted and approved.

7. Ceneric business cards for Board nmenbers was approved.

8. Consi dered registering our logo and copyrighting the nane “The Opal Express”.
Motion was tabled until the February neeting.

9. There was a discussion on the Opal Appraisal kit for display at the show.

Editor’s Note: All Society menbers will receive a copy of the new Corporate by—+taws

for their approval and all Foundi ng Chapter menmbers viii also get a copy of their new

chapter by—taws for their approval. This wll happen during March and only current

paid menbers will have this opportunity.

CORRECTI ON _NOTI CE

Last nmonth Joe Vezeau asked for help in collecting information about opal nines. He
still needs the information, but we would appreciate it if you would send it to him
in care of our P O Box. That way we can have a copy of it for our newsletter file.
Send it to Joe Vezeau, Anerican Opal Society, Inc., PO Box 3895, Downey, CA 90242
Thanks.
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FINE QUALITY PEARLS
AMERICAN NATURAL FRESHWATER PEARLS
NATURAL COLOR PEARLS
BIWA GOLD - % BLISTER PEARLS
COLLECTIBLE. RARE AND UNUSUAL GEMS
AUSTRALIAN BOULDER OPAL ‘- JEWELRY - CRYSTALS
COLOMBIAN EMERALDS - PALA PINK TOURMALINE
AMERICAN PINK MUSSEL SHELL
NATURAL WHITE STONE BEADS

USPO BOX 1737 DENISE ROMAN, G.G.
SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA TEL: (213) 394-8870
90406-1737 USA TELEX: 215604 PCS UR ATT: R-101




*xx%% | AST CHANCE  LAST CHANCE LAST CHANCE LAST CHANCE  LAST CHANCE ****=*

This is the last chance to renew your nenbership in the society wthout a
rei nstatenent penalty. Please don't |et your menbership lapse this year. This will be
the nost exciting time since the founding of the Anerican Opal Society.

So don't miss a single issue this year. Renew now. Check the mailing |abel on the

front cover. If the date, says 12-31-85, then you nmust renew at this tinme. The
current renewal fees are:

Chapt er menbers $15. 00

Menbers at large in the U S. and Canada $ 9.00

All foreign nmenbers $25. 00

Pl ease return the following formwith your remttance to:

Anmerican Opal Society,
P. 0. Box 3895
Downey, CA 90242

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY:

STATE: ZI P CODE

GO NG .. GANG ..

We still have a linmted nunber of the following itenms which nay be purchased fromthe
Society stock as long as the supply | asts.

Opal and How to Work It - A handy guide for cutters of opal by Frank Barnett. $7.00
post pai d.

Australian Opals & Genstones —Nature’s Om Fireworks —colorful, slick. Gves an
overvi ew of gens found Down under. $5.00 post paid.

| LOVE OPAL pins - $1.50 each post pai d.

ONGOl NG CLASSES -- FREE TO MEMBERS

Bill Judd conducts a workshop on cutting opal, electroforning, wax carving, steam
centrifugal and vacuum casting Monday and Tuesday evenings from6:30 to 9:00 pm
Pl ease call ahead if you wish to attend. 213-869-4155.
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NATI ONAL DI RECTORY

We believe that every menber should know who the other nenbers are within the
We are still collecting responses for our roster file. To those of you who
responded, thank you very much. To those of you who haven't, here is another
opportunity to |l et us know your w shes. The Board of Directors has passed a

resolution that if you DON T respond, we viii insert only your name, city and
state.
The encl osed formviii assist those who wish to elinmnate sone or all of

their address.

| give nmy permission to print the foll ow ng:
NAME:

D Nane, address & phone

D Name and phone number only

D Nane and address only

D Nane and city/state only

D Nane and city/state/ phone nunmber only

DDon’t include ne at all

FrEININTEIF TN THIHINIRILAINS

RS ATWAININIAININSAILS



Aneri can Opal Society,

I nc.

Fi nanci al Statenent for the year of 1985
I NCOVE OPERATI NG EXPENSES
Book Sal es 41.92 Legal & Professional Services 2,210.00
Adverti sing 80.00 M sc General Expense 219. 86
Menber shi p Dues 1,406.50 Newsletter Printing & Mailing 1, 397.66
Raffl e Proceeds 341.00 Meeting Refreshnents 245. 94
I nt erest 1, 009. 83 Education 1869. 50
Show Proceeds 11,272.60 19th Opal Show 7, 573.56
Suppli es 30. 85
TOTAL | NCOVE 14, 151.85 Taxes 43. 60
Uilities 201.61
Post age 222. 66
TOTAL OPERATI NG EXPENSES 14, 015. 24
NET | NCOVE 136. 61

Bal ance Sheet for Year
ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS
Cash 2,295.61
I nvest ed Funds 9.318,71
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 11, 614. 32
FI XED ASSETS
Educati onal Equi pnent 2,819.91
TOTAL FI XED ASSETS 2,819.91
TOTAL ASSETS
CAPI TAL
CAPI TAL
Ret ai ned Ear ni ngs 14, 297. 62
Current Earnings 136. 61

TOTAL CAPI TAL

short or
board approval
Soci ety, Inc.

We have no liabilities,
was submitted for
Ameri can Opal

on January 23,

Ended 1985

14, 434. 23

14, 434. 23

long term This incone statenent and bal ance sheet
1986 by A. J.

Guerrette, Treasurer,



SHOW Bl Z 1986 —— PART 2

Anot her nonth has gone by and we are now | ooking at February. If they all go
by as fast as January, next week will be Novenber. The deal er response baa
been overwhel m ng. As of today, we are 68% booked for the show | passed the
word around that we bad sone additional table space and was |ooking for a few
nore dealers and then the P.O Box got jammed with the fantastic response.
This is definitely going to be a great year

The show contracts have been approved by the Board of Directors and they wll
be mailed out to everyone who returned a reservation card within the next two
weeks. If you plan, even renotely, to be with us in Novenber, please send us
a note telling us how many eight foot tables that you would |like to have and
do it inmediately. At the rate that we are booking tables, | expect that we
will be sold out by the end of February.

As | said last nmonth, this tine | viii define the NEW 1986 Jewelry Design
Contest rules and here they are:

1. The contest is open ONLY to Soci ety nenbers.
2. All entries nmust be handcrafted by the person entering the contest.
3. There is a $5.00 fee per entry with a nmaxi num of three (3) entries per

per son.

4. Judging viii be done by a panel of six judges.

5. 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners will receive plaques and the 1st place
wi nner will have his/her nane engraved and di splayed on a pernmanent ACS
t rophy.

6. The contest will be conprised of three categories
A Jewel ry Design.
B. Opal Fini shing
C. Opal Carvi ng.

So cone on everyone, there is plenty of tine between now and Novenber to
conpl ete something for the contest. If you know of anyone who would like to
enter the contest but isn't a menber, tell themthat it only costs $15. 00 per
year for a chapter nenber, $9.00 a year for nenbers—at—targe plus a one tine
$10.00 initiation fee. This hel ps defray our conputer and bookkeepi ng costs.

P.S. W are |looking for volunteers for the judging. Send your nanme to us here
on t he Expr ess staff do our P. O box in Downey
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