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THE MARCH MEETI NG OF THE FOUNDI NG CHAPTER

This nonth marks the 19th anniversary of the founding of the
Anerican Opal Society. How appropriate, then, that we should have as
our guest speaker one of our past presidents and show chairnen, M.
Larry Dobrin. Those of you who haven’'t had the privilege of neeting
Larry are in for a real special treat ... Those of you who have had
the privilege of neeting Larry are in for a real special treat... In
ot her words, we welcome M. Dobrin quite heartily to our neeting! Hs
presentation will feature California opal, and specifically the
California opal that comes out of the Nowak mi ne, just northeast of

Los Angeles. He'll tell us all the hows, whens, whats and wherefores
of the mining process. It'Il be a fun evening, you can count on it!!
Ti me: 7:30 p.m
Dat e: Thur sday, March 13, 1986.
Pl ace: I n Downey, at the Cal-Fed Buil ding

8211 E. Firestone Bl vd.

We proudly salute those dedicated | eaders who have | ed us through our first
19 years...
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AMERI CAN OPAL SOCI ETY. | NC

PRESI DENTS

NANVE TERM | N YEARS YEARS SERVED

St an Boul 1 July 1967 —June 1968
Bob Johnson 2 July 1968 —June 1970
Vern Trozzi 1 July 1970 —June 1971
El mer Reed 3 July 1971 —June 1974
Ross Stanbl er 2 July 1974 —June 1976
Julius Lippa 2 July 1976 —June 1978
Larry Dobrin 2 1/2 July 1978 —Dec. 1980
Jim Sgro 1 Jan. 1981 —Dec. 1981
Tom Par ker 2 Jan. 1982 —Dec. 1983
Har ol d Unber son 1 Jan. 1984 —Dec. 1984
Jewett Pattee 2 Jan. 1985 —Present



PRESI DENT" S MESSAGE

This nmonth you will be receiving your copy of the new by-laws voted on
and by your board of directors. This approval at the board’ s neeting was
passed subject to the acceptance or rejection of the nenbership. Enclosed
with your copy will be a slip for you to return to our P. 0. box with your
approval or disapproval.

Any conments, suggestions for inprovenments, or just plain gripes will be
happi |y accepted. During nmy termof presidency | amtrying to give you, the
menbers, the society you want to have. | need your letters and information; |

need to know what you want to see in this newsletter. This is the only means
of communi cati on we have

Much of the informational material that we print comes from our nenbers.
One thing | can think of is a request to all our nenbers who sell opal. Wy
not send us your show dates. Many of you sell opal at various gem shows
around the country. | am sure our general nenbership, who obviously are
interested in opal, would like to know where they can purchase it. (This is
not to slight those of you who sell opal froma store. Send us your address.)
Send us a brief description of what you sell and where and we will publish
it. OF course, if you wish to let the menbers know what you are selling from
nonth to nonth we have reasonabl e advertising rates.

Club News: The opal evaluation nmeeting of the founding chapter in
February was very successful despite a dreary rainy day. Qur |ocal experts
Ross Stanbl er, Dick Koch and John Hall hel ped the nmenbers appraise their
opal. We had three official A OS. opal kits available for the nmenmbers to
directly conpare their opals with the official standard of opals of the
soci ety. Having this standardi zed set of opals to conpare with hel ps
i mreasurably when trying to eval uate your opal by our chart.

My enj oyment was | ooking at the opal brought in for evaluation. | have
to say that at this session | saw sone of the npbst beautiful stones | have
ever viewed in ny life.

This Month’s Question: Your best friend, say, has a fine opal in a ring.
Your friend asks you, “What do | do to keep this beautiful stone at its
maxi mum brilliance? |I have been given a |lot of conflicting advice. One
jeweler said to oil it regularly, one said use water, and another said to
soak it in olive oil.” What would you tell your friend?

Send your answer to Dr. Opal, P. 0. Box 3895, Downey, CA 90242. W will
publish the answers in a future issue.
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SHOW Bl Z 1986 — PART 3

The pace of January has slowed down just a little bit but there seems to be
nmore and nore to | ook after as the days go by. It is very exciting to be able
to put this the 19th show together since it is enjoyable conmmunicating and
working with all our dealers. This show, to nmy know edge, will be the |argest
show ever put on by the American Opal Society and probably the |argest
collection of opal in the West. As of this date we are over 80% sold and have
a few tables still available but we still haven't heard from all of |ast
years deal ers yet.

The single biggest concern at the show | ast year was security, or lack of it,
at the close of the show. That is definitely the time when we are the nost
vul nerable to robbery. W have submitted to the Board of Directors and got
their approval to hire two arnmed guards at the close of the show to be a
deterrent agai nst soneone deciding to nake off with your valuables. W will
be contracting with the Anaheim Police Departnent to have two of their
officers on site from6 P.M to 9 P.M on Sunday night after the show cl oses.
Hopefully this will give a warnmer feeling about security this year.

As everyone sends their conmpleted contracts in to us, we will sign and date
them AND then place a nunber on them which is your sequence in the queue when
it comes tine to get table assignnents. So don’t delay too |long because we
are building a priority list. Qur forner dealers wll be given additional
consideration in table assignnents. The exhibit hail layout and current table
assignnents will be nade available after May 31 of this year. Since ‘we have
never been in this room before, we will be using a little bit of trial and
~error” in the selection process. | want to nmake the assignments public early
so that we can hopefully take care of any inequities before show tine.

If anyone has any questions about the show, please call after 5:30 P.M on
weekdays or any weekend at 714-—734-7484.

Andy & Colleen Guerrette, 1986 Show Chairnen

HHEHAEREA

“THAT'S NOT MY JOB”

This is a story about four people named
Everybody, @ Somebody, Anybody and
Nobody. There was an important job to be
done and Everybody was sure that
Somebody would do it. Anybody could have
done it, but Nobody did it. Somebody got
angry about that, because it was Everybody’s
job. Everybody thought Anybody could do it,
but Nobody realized that Everybody wouldn’t
do it. It ended up that Everybody blamed
Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody
could have.

Author Unknow n



V\EL COVE V\EL COVE V\EL COVE V\EL COVE V\EL COVE

A great big hearty LOS wel cone to our newest nenbers. Wl conme one and all. As
you can plainly see this is a grow ng organi zation and not only fromhere in
California but fromfar distances as well.

I rwan Hol nes George Castas Far Rockaway,
Jakarta, |ndonesia New Yor k

Goer ge Gustafson Keith & Joyce Baker

Al berta, Canada Lake View Terrace, California

In 1985, the Board of Directors gave nenberships to every participating deal er
in the Novenmber 1985 show. The new nmenbers are:

Joseph Cyr Donal d & Wendy El i ot
Doyl e & Cl audi a Hai ght James Hancock

Thomas & Marl ynn Hendri cks G Keith Hodson
Jerry D. Liner Matt Ri barich

Joe & Margi e Rudd D.S. Zody

and the folks at the foll ow ng conpanies:

Too Few & Precious Western Opal Corp.

Al so welcone to the Carmi chael Gem & M neral Society of Sacranento, California.
We have begun swapping newsletters with them as a neans of exchangi ng i deas and
information. If any of our nenbers belong to other clubs and would to trade
newsl etters, please ask you club officers if they would contact us here on the
Express staff at our Downey P.O. Box.

Weight Conversion Table

UNIT TO oz.
CONVERT TROY
1 CARAT .20 1 .00705478

1 GRAM 1 5 .03215 .5430 .03527

| PENNYWEIGHT | 1.5517 .05 1 .0548571
1 GRAIN .06479 .3240 |(.0020833 | .041667 |.0022857

1 OUNCETROY (31.10348| 155.51 1 20 1.09714

1 OUNCE
AVOIRDUPOIS

1 POUND TROY | 373.241 (1,866.12 12 240 13.1657

1 POUND
AVOIRDUPOQIS

CARATS OZ. AV.

28.3495  141.75 (.9114883 | 18.2297

453.592 12,267.96| 14.5833 | 291.667 16




* %k k k% BOARD REPmT * %k k k%

The February 20th nmeeting of the Board of Directors was held at the Pattee’s
resi dence and began about 7:30 P.M and closed sonmewhere in the vicinity of
9:45 P.M Discussions at tines were very lively and matters were brought up,
voted on and approved and the followi ng was acconpli shed:

1. New By—+taws will be submitted to paid nenbers for their approval.

2. Discussed splitting the general |edgers of the Corporation and the
Foundi ng Chapter. Tabled till the March neeting.

3. Board neeting for next nmonth will be in Dr. Stanbler’s waiting room

4. Discussed needs for Standing Rul es.

5. Discussed setting up a “starter kit” for bringing on new chapters.

6. Treasurers report was submtted and approved.

7. Secretary’'s mnutes were subnitted and approved.

8. Authorized purchase of diskettes for corporate and chapter data files.

9. Andy CGuerrette will investigate copyrighting the LOS |ogo and “The Opal

Express” nane.
10. Authorized show chairnen to contract for arnmed security officers at show
cl osi ng.
Editor’s Note: The Board of Directors neetings are open to all society
menbers in good standing. The neetings are at 7:30 P.M on the third Thursday
of every nonth at the Pattee’s residence. Call 2134252426 for directions.
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STILL AVAI LABLE.. .BUT GO NG FAST!!
“Opal and How to Cut It” by Frank Barnett. $7.00 postpaid.
“Australian Opals & Genstones —Nature's Owm Fireworks” - $5.00 postpaid

“l LOVE OPAL" pins —$1.50 each, postpaid.




ONE PERSON' S OPI NI ON
by Andy Guerrette

This is the era of inflation and a |lessening of quality in favor of quantity
and profits. One often wonders where a real bargain can be found this year.
Well, look no further because you have found it right here in the pages of
“The Opal Express”. This is the official voice of the American Opal Society.
My wife, Colleen, “The Editor”, and | are finding it increasingly difficult
to come up with new ideas and articles for YOUR newsletter. This is the
primary neans of conmunication between all our nmenbers and we really need
your input (i.e. ideas, topics, hints, suggestions, itenms for sale, itens
that you want to buy from other nenbers, etc). | could go on and on.

What kinds of articles would you like to see? W want everyone to be involved
in the Society and distance is no excuse because we can all wite. It is very
easy. Pick up a pen or pencil and just wite what you would say if | were
standing near you. If you have a tape recorder, say your thoughts to the
recorder, play it back and wite it down or send us the tape. We will be gl ad
to transcribe it for you. Then with sone editing, you will have an editorial
ready to insert into the Express. Try it and you will find that witing is
rewardi ng and habit form ng.

W are always |ooking for additional staff witers. W would love to hear
from our new deal er nenbers and get your views and opinions. \Wat can we do
for you?

| hope that this colum, “ONE PERSON' S OPINION', will be a monthly event wth
each nmonth being witten by a different menmber. This is a challenge, yes, a
chall enge, that | am giving to every nenber. Lets see what we can do this
year.

@KCB&ASSOCIATES

FINE QUALITY PEARLS
AMERICAN NATURAL FRESHWATER PEARLS
NATURAL COLOR PEARLS
BIWA GOLD - % BLISTER PEARLS
COLLECTIBLE. RARE AND UNUSUAL GEMS
AUSTRALIAN BOULDER OPAL - JEWELRY - CRYSTALS
COLOMBIAN EMERALDS - PALA PINK TOURMALINE
AMERICAN PINK MUSSEL SHELL
NATURAL WHITE STONE BEADS

DENISE ROMAN, G.G.
PO BOX 1737

:ASNTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA TEL: (213) 3848870
90406-1737 USA TELEKX: 215604 PCS UR ATT: R-101

GEMS, ETC.

Jean A. Zamot
Graduate Gemologist

15632 East Whittier Bivd. (Busi ness card advertising space
Whittier, Catifornia 90603 .
213) 9430090 avail abl e for nmenbers)




Pl ease Cut Qut And Keep

At long last the Menbership Committee has been able to acquire a sufficient
quantity of these for all the American Opal Society nmenbers to have their
own. Guard it with your life. Never lose it, and don’t l|let anyone take it
away from you.

These TU Ts have been very hard to cone by, especially in the round version
W are glad to have them because the demand has been so great, and now many
of our problems will finally be sol ved.

We | ook for everyone's involvenment to double now that each nenber has his own

round TU T. As so many of you have said in the past, “I will get started on
this just as soon as | get a round TUT.” Ohers have frequently conpl ai ned
“l know that the job should be done, but | just haven't been able to get a
round TUIT.”

Menber ship Conmittee

The Opal Express Staff

Editor-in-Chief: Colleen Guerrette
Asst. Editor: Andy Cuerrette

Printing & Distribution

Jewett & Dorothea Pattee

Contributing Editor: Jewett Pattee




DI RECTORY OF OFFI CERS

Jewett Pattee, President, 213-425-2426 Ross Stanbler, 213-693-6898

Di ck Koch, 1st VP, 213-927-4372 Elaine MIliron, 213-632-9965
Bill Judd, 2nd VP, 213-923-4663 Har ol d Unmber son, 213—-693—7380
Andy CGuerrette, Treas., 7147347484 Joe Vezeau, 714-523-1318
Dor ot hea Pattee, Sec., 213-425-2426 Bri an Franks, 714-857-2743
Roy Savage, 2138674336 Larry Dobrin, 213-305-7674

A Tk OPAL EXPREDD

P.O. Box 3895 : FIRST CLASS
Downey, CA 90242
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