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IT IS WITH DEEP REGRET THAT AFTER SEVERAL YEARS OF SERVING AS

OUR OPAL EXPRESS EDITOR, COLLEEN GUERRETTE AND HER READY HELPER,
HUSBAND ANDY, ARE GOING TO TAKE A BREAK FROM THEIR DUTIES AND
SPEND MORE TIME WITH THEIR FAMILY AND GARDEN. ,

_WE ALL OWE A GREAT VOTE OF THANKS TO COLLEEN AND ANDY. DURING
THEIR REIGN WE HAVE HAD CONSISTENTLY A GOCD NEWSLETTER, INFORMA-
TIVE, INTERESTING AND FRIENDLY. WE HAVE RECEIVED MANY LETTERS
FROM OUR MEMBERS AROUND THE COUNTRY PRAISING THEIR EFFORTS.

TO UNDERSTAND THE CONTRIBUTION THAT THE GUERRETTES HAVE MADE

TO THIS SOCIETY, YOU HAVE TO REMEMBER THAT COLLEEN SERVED FOUR
YEARS AS EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: DURING HER TENURE SHE TOOK OVER AS
EDITOR AND HAS SERVED US WELL IN THAT POSITION FOR QUITE A

NUMBER OF YEARS.(IT SEEMS LIKE ALWAYS TO US) ANDY HAS BEEN A
BOARD MEMBER FOR SEVERAL YEARS AND WAS SHOW CHAIRMAN LAST YEAR
AND IS SERVING AS CHAIRMAN AGAIN THIS YEAR. ALSO HE WAS TREASURER
FOR SEVERAL YEARS. THEIR SON SCOTT HAS HELPED IN MANY WAYS AT THE
SHOW AND AT MEETINGS, HE WAS ALWAYS THERE WHEN HE WAS CALLED UPON.

S0, THANK YOU AGAIN, COLLEEN AND ANDY.

Ot course we now need a volunteer to fill this vacancy. Hopefully many will

. Am

_apply. Please call or write me at the P.0. Box,That's
Inc. P.0. Box 92257, Long Beach, Ca. 90809-2257.

an Opal Society,

WE ARE STILL HAVING SOME PROBLEMS WITH THE P O BOXES. SO HERE GOES. IF YOU
WANT TO REACH THE SOCIETY (INC.) WRITE, AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC,

P 0 BOX 92257, LONG BEACH, CA 90809-2257

IF YOU WANT YOUR MAIL TO REACH THE FOUNDING CHAPTER OF THE AMERICAN OPAL
SOCIETY, YOU SHOULD ADDRESS IT TO FOUNDING CHAPTER, AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY,
P O BOX 3895, DOWNEY, CA 90242.




PRESIDENT'S NOTES: The embryo Orange County Chapter had it's second meeting
last March 23rd; again with a small but enthusiastic group. Everyone there
seemed interested in learning all they could from Brian Franks, about how

to buy opal rough. There were many new faces present. The concensus of
opinion was that we now have a nucleus from which to form a Chapter and plans
were made to elect officers at the next meeting.

The next meeting of the Orange County Chapter will be April 21, 7:30 pm at

the College Park Clubhouse in Irvine (See map)

I suggest that anyone interested in helping form this new chapter to plan to
attend this meeting.

Also at this meeting, we are going to have a demonstration on opél cutting.
There will be machines there so everyone can have a chance to try their hand.

For information, call me at 213-425-2426 L= Spurh fun Fioy
or Brian, 714-857-2743 _ , ' 3
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The Founding Chapter of the American Opal Society will hold their regular
monthly meeting, Thursday April 9th (watch this one, it's early in the month)
The meeting starts at 7:30 pm and we are promised a SURPRISE GUEST and an
EASTER EGG HUNT. All this and lots of nice company and a chance to talk
about our favorite topic, OPAL. e map below.) That's the California
Federal Building, 8211 Firestone Blvd. (at .La Reina), upstairs in the

rear. W
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Officers: President Harold Umberson, 693-7380
1st Vice-President, Bill Judd, 923-4643
2nd Vice-President, Joe Vezeau, 714-523-1318
Secretary, Bobbie Gledhill,714-828-6850
Treasurer, Joan Goodsir, 714-838-9085

Directors: Ed Rockafellor, Sue Umberson, Della Judd, Edith Ostrander, Nancy
Means, Leonard Goodsir, Georgia Smith.
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We are running this as an apology to the I—
; (f’z‘-ﬂlrﬁv . The “Whie - U-Wait™ Printers” l)
‘25 or so members that received a truly hsﬁgzﬁ 70 A
@ h v{v[l
mixed up OPAL EXPRESS last month. ' \
f G
We were Eetting them ready to mail when RN Z G \\\'
we noticed that they were out of S=X

sync. Unfortuneately, it was Friday
evening and the printer was closed.
We promise it wont happen again and
we told the printer he did not

have to burn the shop this time!

“SUPPOSE WE REFUND YOUR MONEY, REPRINT IT WITHOUT CHARGE,
SHOQT THE MANAGER, AND BURN THE SHOP."

WOULD THAT BE SATISFACTORY?"

The following was submitted by Bobbie Gledhill.

JUST A LITTLE MIXED UP.

Just a line to say I'm living,
That I'm not among the dead,
Tho I'm getting more forgetful,
And more mixed up in the head.

For sometimes I can't remember,
When I stand at foot of stairs,
If I must go up for something,
Or if I've just come down from there.

And before the Fridge so often,

My poor mind is filled with doubt,
Have I just put food away,

Or have I come to take some out.

And there's times when it is dark out,
With my nightcap on my head,

I don't know if I'm retiring,

Or just getting out of bed.

So if it's time to write you,
There's no need of getting sore,
I may think that I have written,
And don't want to be a bore.

So remember I do love you,

And wish that you were here,
But it's now nearly mail time,
So I must say"Good-bye Dear".

There 1 stand beside the mailbox,
With my face so very red,
Found I didn't mail your letter,
I had opened it instead.

Author, Unknown
Compliments of DoAll
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COMING NEXT MONTH! Chapter Two of A History of the American
Opal Society, Inc., by John Hall.
Also latest information on when and where to dig for opal in

the Western United States.
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CALLING ALL JEWELRY DESIGNERS!!!! Now's the time to start planning your

entries for the jewelry Design Contest, to be held in CODJUHCthﬂ with

the annual show.

RULES FOR ENTRIES ARE:

1. Contest is open to Society members only.

2. Each entry is required to feature opal, or be entirely of opal. The
finished item is to fit the broad c18551flcat10n of jewelry; per-
sonal adornment.

3.Entries are to be brought to the Contest Chairman on Saturday Oct. 24th,
between 8:00 and 10:00 am. Each entry must be accompanied by a fee
of $5.00. Entries are limited to three (3) per person. Entrant is re-
sponsible for his/her own insurance, though the Society will responsibly
handle submitted material.

4, Judging will be by a panel of judges and will take place on Saturday
afternoon. Winners will be announced Sunday morning.

5. Entries should remain on display until 4:00 pm on Sunday.

6. Judging will be on the basis of:

OPAL: Quality, color, unigueness, attractiveness, and appeal.
SETTING: Design, balance execution and presentation.

7. Prizes are:

FIRST PLACE Plaque and name on perpetual trophy. Winner will
allowed to display said trophy in home or shop
for one year.

SECOND PLACE Plaque. .

THIRD PLACE Plaque.
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SHOW BIZ -- 1987

This is month number four of 1987 and everything 1is proceeding according to
schedule. At least T sincerely hope so. The one thing that I heve a probler
with is unplanned surprises. You know what I mean since everybody has had
that happen to them at least once in their lives. But sometimes that is the
price that must be paid if we are going to live in this world. So much for
my philosophies.

All the contracts have been sent out and everyone who has requested one should
have it by now. To date we only have seven tables unaccounted for so if you
want to be in this years show and have not requested a contract yet, I suggest
that you do it right now. No, don”t wait until tomorrow, do it right now.
Pick up your pen and paper and write to me stating how many tables that you
want and I will send you a contract by return mail. If you don”t want tc
write, then pick up your phone and give me a call at (714) 734-7484 any time
after 7 P.M. any week day. Or you might try calling me on the weekends since
I usually try to stay home after & full weeks worth of commuting from Riverside
County to Orange County.

We would like to have more dealer displays this year. We know that you have
sorie very beautiful finisted material that would look very nice in & display
case, either ycurs or ours. We have a limited number of cases available so
they will be assigned on a first come basis. '

Until next worth, be kind to those you love and even to those that you dor”t.

-- Andy Cuerrette --

THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.
Proudly presents

Its 20th Annugl Show and Sale Sqyg
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Featuning Opal, Rough and Cut Stones, Top Dealers
Displays, Demonstrations, Colored Stones. Jewelry

October 24 & 25, 1987

Anaheim Convention Center
800 Katella Ave.
Anaheim, California 92803
Saturday 10-6 Sunday 10-5
Aduits $3.50 ¢ Children 12-18 $1.00 (under 12 Free with Adult)

This coupon Good for .50 off Adult Admission
For Information: A.O.S., Inc., P.O. 92257, Long Beach, CA 90809
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A Search for Opals in the Australian Underground

By MARGE and KEN KANTOR

COOBER PEDY, Australia—We
went underground here in the
outback. It’s the normal thing to do.
Half .the people in Coober Pedy,
isolated hundreds of miles from
other villages, live underground.

Most visitors to this continent fly
to such better-known attractions
as Ayers Rock, the world’s largest
monolith, and- Alice Springs in
Australia’s center, but a few travel
overland, stopping here to discover
an underground world unknown
even to many Australians.

About 2,000 Coober Pedy resi-
dents live in underground homes
they’'ve burrowed into the sides of
hills to escape the tremendous
desert summer heat, winter cold,
dust and insects.

Shops, offices, a book shop, pot-
tery maker, jewelry stores, two of
the. town’s three churches, even
motels and a camping area are
below ground.

As in the deeper opal mines,
which are the reason for Coober
Pedy’s existence, walls and ceilings
of the homes and apartments re-
quire no support. Beneath the sur-
face sand and dirt, the soil is hard
gypsum silica sandstone. Some res-
idents varnish their subterranean
rock walls but most do not bother,
as the natyral sandstone is sturdy
and handsome.

But folks here have reachcd an
impasse: Although the town has
been extended three times, they've
run out of hills. So part of Coober is
now above ground, including its
school for nearly 400 pupils, a
technical college, two service sta-
tions, a 20-bed hospital, general
store, two markets, a miners’ store,
restaurants and some motels.

With its-dirt roads and ram-
shackle buildings, Coober Pedy,
which is aborigine for “white man
in a hole” (a reference to the cave
houses and mines that dot the
landscape), looks like a town from
California’s Gold Rush days. Except

_instead of gold, opals are the mag-
net.

Eighty percent of the world’s
opals come from this settlement in
South Australia’s desert. The little
fellow can still make it big here, for
the government has maintained
laws regulating the size of a single

mining claim. This keeps out the -

big corporations and draws indi-
vidual prospectors.

Partnerships continue to be
formed by a handshake, providing
a claith twice as large for two
miners to seek their fortunes. Some
old-timers still use divining rods
and discover opals at the.top of a
slide or fauilt.

Unlike California’s 49ers, many
miners bring their wives and fami-

lies. The ‘‘saloons” here consist of

pubs in the town’s motels. And
instead of bawdy houses there's a
snack bar, Greek pizza house and
three restaurants, plus clubs
formed by the Italian, Greek and
Yugoslav immigrants who make up
most of the populace.

Midway to Alice Spnngs we
arrived at the Coober depot aboard

a Greyhound bus at an unholy 2:25 )

Marge Kantor is a former librari-
an, Ken is communications chief at
Hope Enterprises.

a.m. The driver handed us keys and
directed the half-dozen of us on the
so-called “Greyhound Tour” across
the road to the Opal Inn Motel.

We'd traveled 600 miles north
from Adelaide for 12 hours over
Stuart Highway, the mostly as-
phalt, two-lane strip that bisects
Australia from north to south. In
“downtown” Coober the roads turn
to dirt, winding off the paved
central three blocks lined by the
haphazard sites of above-ground
and underground buildings.

The world’s opal capital is no
Club Med. Set among low hills,

.without trees or other greenery,

ghacks and block houses share the
barren landscape with under-

sells opals in one apartment, part of )

which is rented to a Chinese family.

“Chinese control the opal mar-
ket, 20 to 25 of. them,” Campagna
said. “They come here, rent a motel
room, leave their doors open even
at night for miners selling opals,
then fly back to Hong Kong to
finish and mount the rough stones.
Their buyers are mostly Ameri-
cans.”

Coober Pedy was born in 1915
when a 14-year-old waiting for his

father and other gold prospectors -

to return to camp noticed reflec-
tions in some stones he was kicking
in the dirt. He showed the luminous
rocks to his dad. News of the
discovery became public and, with

ground houses and power poles
that wander off into gullies.

From the mulga scrub on the
edges of town, the opal fields
spread 30 miles in all directions,
marked by tunneling machines and
mine tailings that look. like giant
ant hills.

Coober Pedy is one of the earth’s
most unusual places, intriguing to
travelers curious about a life style
unlike that of any other place on
the planet. The moon-like terrain
attracted the producers of “Mad
Max Beyond Thunderdome” in
their search for the movie's near-
end-of -the-world setting.

The town .does have a golf
course, but no grass—it's all sand.
Also a race track, with a football
field in the middle of it, and a
drivefin theater that’s been closed

since 1984. A TV channel is picked |’

up via satellite.

Most important, Coober has
plenty of water, thanks.to a year-
oid desalination plant that makes
the salty moistures below the
parched surface drinkable.

The apparent chimneys protrud-
ing from the hills are air shafts for
the underground dwellings. The
dugouts, as these homes are called
by the locals, maintain warmth
during the cold winter nights and
hold the temperatures between 70
and 80 degrees in the summer
when outside it may soar to 135.

Campagna, who'with his family
has lived in Coober for 17 years,
operates three tour buses, two
taxis, a rent-a-car business, an
aviation fuel distributorship and an
opal mine, and acts as weatherman
and owns two underground rental
apartments. He cuts, polishes and

KEN_KANNR
.Lorraine Haines cooks in kitchen of a plush underground home.

‘the end of World War i, returning
soldiers converged on the area.
Facing the summer/winter cli-
matic extremes, the veterans drew
on their trench-digging experience
. in Europe by burrowing bunkers
into the rock to create comfortabie
.shelters,
Since then a favorite pastime of
visitors and some miners’ wives has
been “noodling,” scratching around

- dump hills for opals. Our noodling -

‘turned up only some potch, non-
commercial, low-grade opal stones,

- but five or six years ago a tourist
picked up what he thought was
potch and took it back to his motel.

Ready to throw the rocks away, _

" homes are far from cave dwellings.

* heaviest rains, floors staying dry

he placed them on the breakfast
table. The eyes of his opal-wise
_ waitress nearly fell out. The visitor
‘sold his find for more than $100,000.
Others have noodled out stones
worth five figures, accordmg to
Campagna.
Besides strikmg it nch in opals,
the second major attraction is the
area’s underground life, The buried

Most have showers, flush toilets,
electricity and are furnished with
refrigerators, microwave ovens,
carpeting and TV sets. Several
have swimming pools. -

A side advantage of living un- -

derground, according to one miner
with a wife, two kids and a dog is
that “your home’s easy to build.
You find a hill, dig into it, make
how many rooms you like. Then as
your family expands, you just dig
another room.” Fireplaces, shelves
and cupboards are readily added.
. At times the relatively low
building expenses are further offset
by finding opals while tunneling
houses. One man picked up nearly
$1,000 worth whxle digging a bath-
room.

Som¥ homes are two stories—
one underground, one above -the
ground. The 19 rooms of the Desert
Cave Motel are on four levels, two
underground, two above, complete
with shopping and restaurants.
Another new sub-surface motel is
being built and one expanded.

The dugouts withstand the

and ceilings watertight.

Little wear shows in the spacious
home of John and Lorraine Haines,
which is from 30 to 50 years old,
depending on which section you're
in. Its large family room and indoor

pool are above ground, the rest °

underground. During the Austral-
ian spring and summer (Novem-
ber-April), Lorraine, who came
here 10 years ago on a holiday,
opens windows set in front of their
luxurious “cave.” .
Less elaborate are the dugouts of
a few miners who have tunneled
into hills to live thh their aborigi-
ne wives.
Please see OPALS, Plze_ 3

Opals: Life Underground

pontinued from Page 4

J -Crocodile Harry's dugout has
lbecome an art gallery for the
paintings and ferroconcrete sculp-
tures that Harry, a former croc
hunter in the Darwin area, and his
wife Marta have created. A one-
time Latvian named Arvid von
:Blumental, Harry began his gallery
iwith a carving of a crocodile. He
charges admission (65 cents) to the
‘gallery, meanwhile mining for.
opals beside his cave dwelling.

© One Aussie described Coober
Pedy to us as “a place where people

want to fall out and disappear from _

society, people saturated with so-
«cial demands.” Among the fallouts

‘have been a famed pianist and some

ex-convicts who wished to start
new lives.

The nearest town is Woomera,
more than 250 miles south. Alice is

*.nearly 500 miles. north, Theres

nothmg eastor west. .

- Asked about Coober Pedy by a
National Geographic writer 10
years ago, an Adelaide man replied,
“It's hell on earth, and any man

*who takes his wife there has no

respect for her.” Coober hasn't:
‘changed much.

- A night at the Opal Inn runs $45 -
with breakfast, an underground
motel about the same. For {urther
information contact the Australian
Tourist Commission, 3550 Wilshire
Blvd., Suite 1740, Los Angeles

90010, phone (213) 380-6060.
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FINT CUALITY PCAM S
AMERICAN NATURAL FALSHWATLIR PCARLS
NATURAL COLOR PLARLS
BiwA GOLD % BUSTER PCARLS
COLLECTIBLE RARE AND UNUSUAL GEWS
AUSTRAUAN BOULDER OPAL JOWELLRY CRYSETALS
COLOMBIAN EMERALDS - PALA PINK TOURMALINE
AMERCAN PINK MUSSEL SHELL
MATURAL WHTE STONE BEADS

OEMNISE ROMAN, C G.
VBP0 80X 1737
BANTA MOSC A CALIFOMNA TEL (213) 3948870
S040S 1737 USA TLLLE 213004 ACS UR ATY 8101}

G0 e % tlt*i‘*“:
HIHHHEHHHEEEEOE 4 %

HHHHHEHHHHEEHHHEHbHEHHOE %

Fine-Gustom Jewely

GEMOLOGICAL SERVICES
PRECIOUS STONES

LAPIDARY SERVICES
CREATIVITY IN GEMS

ASTROLOGICAL THOM R HENDRICKS GG
GlAAA
818-899-0838
MARLYNN HENDRICKS 818-899-5138
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RDVERTISING RATES:

FULL PAGE $40.00 PER MONTH
HALF-PAGE $20.00 PER MONTH
QUARTER-PAGE $10.00 PER MONTH
BUSINESS CARD $ 5.00 PER MONTH

COPY SHOULD REACH THE P.0. BOX BY THE THIRD WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH.
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DIRECTORY OF OFFICERS 1

Jewett Pattee, President, 213-425-2426 Ross Stambler, 213-693-6898 !
Dick Koch, lst VP, 213-927-4372 Tom Parker, 213-693-2823 ’
Bill Judd, 213-923-4643 Andy Guerrette, 714-734-7484

Noel Lamkin, 2nd VP, 714-529-8031 Brian Franks, 714-857-2743

Dorothea Pattee, Sec., 213-425-2426 Ed Rockafellor, 213-679-0863

Dolores Proulx, Treas.,714-596-6396 Larry Dobrin, 213-305-7674

AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
P,0, Box 92257
Long Beach, CA 90809-2257

First Class




