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SEPTEMBER BIRTHSTONE IS GREEN/ORANGE OPAL OR PRECIOUS HONEY OPAL

SHOWBIZ -- 1987

Hello from a very hot Tucson, Arizona. My employer has seen fit to send me
there for a while, punishment I believe, until I mend my ways. Anyway, it
is now less than 60 days to show time. We had so many cancellations a few
months back that instead of being sold out as the first indications had shown,
we now have a few spare tables. If you know of anyone that might be interested,
please contact myself or Jewett Pattee. Our phone numbers are listed on the
back page of the newsletter.

Everyone who has sent in a signed contract has their tab1e(s) assigned according
to the requests that were received with the contract. I will NOT publish
these table assignment this year because of an incident that occurred at last
years show. There will be a copy of these assignments available for every
dealer at setup tiIDe on October 23rd.

A very exciting part of the show is the jewelry design contest. This is open
to AOS members only. I hope that we have more entrants this year than we
did last year. This is the time to show off to the world the special pieces
that you have been working on. Plan to be there!

-- Andy Guerrette --

THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.
Proudly presents

Its 20th Annual Show and Sale

"J/.road o/~tizMN
Featuring Opal. Rough and Cut Stones. Top Dealers
Displays. Demonstrations. Colored Stones. Jewelry

October 24 & 25, 1987
Anaheim Convention Center

800 Katclla Ave.
Anaheim, California 92803

Satuday 1().6 SLnday1(}'S
Adults S3.50• Children 12-18 Sl.00 (under 12 Free with Adult)

This coupon Good for .50 off Adult Admission
For Information: A.D.S., Inc., P.O. 92257. Long Beach. CA 90809
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####################### CHAPTER NEWS ###############

Orange County Chapter, Brian Franks, President, 714-857-2743
At the August meeting of the Chapter a presentation on how to
set a stone, specifically how to bezel set an opal was given by
Garland Holt, a jeweler from Laguna Beach. Mr. Holt has given
many workshops for the MJSA and Swests. Following a talk he
demonstrated setting an opal in a pendant.

The September meeting will be held September 15th, 7:30 pm at the
College Park Clubhouse. Presenting the program will be Esther and
Earl Churchill who will tell about their adventures in Australia.

Founding Chapter, Harold Umberson, President, 213-693-7380
Our hobby night was a tremendous succes~. We certainly have a
variety of talent in our group. Gorgeous opals, quilts, paintings,
castings (variety), very old collection of reading glasses and
some turtles (yes, alive), just to mention a few. Thanks to
everyone for sharing with us. Also, to Sue and Bobbie who shared
their hobbies. The baking was enjoyed by all.
Special thanks to those who brought gifts for the raffle.
Don't forget, September lOth, 7:30 pm. We are going to have Gordon
Hastings, of the Buena Park Camera Shop. He is going to show us
how to take pictures of our favorite hobby. Bring your camera,
bring a friend, wear your name pin and say "HELLO".
Joyce Vezeau is very, ill. Please remember her in your prayers.
If you would like to send a card, the address if 14721 Jalisco RD.
La Mirada, CA 90638. Happy vacations to ALL!! I!.

OPPI.L VIEIGHT~·~CHART
AUSTRALIAN OPAL SOLID CABOCHONS

SIZE Pc.lCARAT SIZE Pc.lCARAT SIZE Pc.lCARAT SIZE Pc.lCARAT
OVAL MARQUISE ROUND HEART sinGle side cab
5x3 0.15 cts. 6x3 0.18 CIs. 2.0mm 0.02 cts. 4x4 0.18 cts.
6x4 0.32 CIS. 8x•• 0.37 cts. 2.5mm 0.04 CIS. 5x5 0.31 cts.
7x5 0.49 CIS. lOx5 0.59 cts. 3.0mm 0.07 CIS. 6x6 . 0.44 CIS.
8x6 0.79 CIs. 12x6 0.95 cts, 3.5mm 0.10 cts, 7x7 0.72 CIS.
9x7 1.13 cts. 15x7 1.80 cts, 4.0mm 0.15 CIS. 8xB 1.06 cts.
10xB 1.60 cts. OPAL BEAD 4.5mm 0.25 cts. 10xl0 1.70 cts.
12xl0 3.00 cts, 3.0mm 0.17 cts. 5.0mm 0.35 cts. 12 x12 3.10 cts.
14xl0 4.00 cts. 3.5mm 0.26 CIS. 5.5mm 0.45 cts.
PEARSHAPE 4.0mm 0.37 cts. 6.0mm 0.55 CIs. HEART double side cab
5x3 0.14 cts. 4.5mm 0.54 cts. 6~5mm 0.70 CIS. 6x6 0.63 cts.
6x4 0.25 cts. s.omrn 0.72 cts. 7.0mm 0.85 cts. 7x7 0.83 cts.
7x5 0.39 CIs. 5.5mm .0.96 cts, 7.5mm 1.10cts. 8xB 1.22 cts.
8x5 0.51 CIS. 6.0mm 1.20 CIs. B.Omm 1.30 cts. 10xl0 2.39 CIS.
9x6 0.78 cts. 7.0mm 1.90 CIS. 9.0mm 1.80 cts. 12x12 3.90 cts.
10x7 , .05 ct•. e.Omm 2.85 cts. 10.0mm 2.00 cts. 15x15 6.53 cts.

-
OPALS INTERNATIONAll TO.
••. Of NIIIIIla.eH1l~1IOJrW.
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PRESIDENT'S PAGE: Dorothea and I are members of the Gem and
Mineral Council of the Los Angeles County Museum of Natural
History. Members were recently invited to an Open House at
Bill Larson's home in Fallbrook to view his collection of
mineral specimens.We saw rare and bre~thtaking specimens of
Tourmaline; bi-color, tri-color, intergrown with other crystals,
larger and better quality than I have seen outside of a museum.
A rainbow of colors, chrome, indicolite, rubellite, pinks,
oranges, etc. In addition to tourmaline, other minerals were dis-
played, including opal.
On a verandah overlooking the valley below, we could look across
and see the Himalaya mine on the hillside. We were served a
delicious lunch. Other members from the Opal Society were
K.C. Bell and Denise Romans and Bill and Venus Veatch. After
several delightful hours there, we walked back the country road,
shaded by old oaks to our van parked at "The Collector". It's
tucked away in these groves of oaks with it's own small running
stream.
I have wanted to visit this store for a long while. It's reput-
ation for quality has been known to me for years. This is not
a mall type jewelry store with masses of medium to poo~ quality,
garish diamond and 14K jewelry, nor are their colored gemstones
hacked out, windowed, fish-eyed, badly finished pieces cut for
carat weight only. Most of the stones are cut by their own
highly trained faceters. I saw only quality material cut for
beauty, brilliance an~ plea~ing form. They, of course, specialize
in tourmaline of "all colors. It is a good feeling to be in a
store where they care about beauty and quality in gemstones, and
display this beauty tastefully and with pride. They love tourma-
line as an opalphile loves opal.
Several members have asked me about a field trip to the Himalaya

,
Mine in Pala. Madelyn Stine, the assistant manager at the store,
informed me that the mine had been recently sold and the new
owners allow no one in the mine, but do permit collecting on the
dumps for a fee. I will contact the new owners, find out
about a possible field trip, for those interested.

~~------------------------------~--------------------------------------
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There is a new video tape just out entitled "All About Opal,"
produced by A. Goodman. Mr. Goodman has produced many educational
tapes about Jewelrymaking, Faceting, Stained Glass, etc.
This tape is made for the beginning opalphilej it discusses the
type~ of opal and where it is found, etc. There is a good solid
sectlon on how to cut, grind and finish o~al from rough to finish.
In making this tape, Mr Goodman worked closely with the American
Opa~ Society. He used many.opals of a member of the Society. The
Soclety helped on many facets of research and advice. He even
requested the President to do the complete demonstration on
opal cutting and finishing as well as a demonstration of triplet-
making. The ADS is mentioned many times on this tape he finishes
with an invitation for the viewer to join our Society:
As President, I thank Martin and Alice Goodman for the promin~nce
they gave our Society in their video and also for the donation of
a tape to the Society.
We would also like to welcome Martin and Alice Goodman as new mem-
bers. Other new members are Joe and Sandy Messett and J.R. of
Whittier as Founding Chapter members and Peter Lewis of Australia .

.Also Hazel Neefus of Fallbrook~ and Or. Elizabeth Leonard of
San Diego.

The September issue of ROCK AND GEM has several articles about
op a l ,and is certainly recommended reading. The cover photo
is of an opalized fossil cast provided by Jayson Traurig, one of
our dealer-members.

News from LIGHTNING RIDG~FLASH via Phil Pearl .

.!t was distressing to hear of the gentleman who lost his life in a fall down one of
the mine shafts out at Glengarry. We extend our sympathies to all his family and
friends, it must have been a shock to you all, as it was to the community here.
Have also heard the sad news of thJ death of Tony H~mmond a one time resident of
Lightning Ridge, so once again our sympathies to his family and. friends. Tony was
A very well known person here on t e Ridge particularly with regard to the running
of the Motor Village in its early stages.
AmQa our likeable School Bus Driver from Grawin is retiring after eight years doing
this work, so we wish him all the very best for the future. We shall miss him calling
into the Flash Office to pick up the newspapers for those out at Grawin. Irish John
will be taking over the duties as bus driver, so we look forward to making his
aquaintance. Thelma Healey, John's wife phoned the office this week and has promised
to supply us with news from Grawin in the future, which will be great, as we do feel
it would be nice to hear just what is going on there from time to time, thank you
Thelma. In fact it was Thelma that advertised a Freezer for sale in the Flash some
time ago, and a reader in Newcastle was desperate to contact someone in Grawin, saw
the only Grawin phone No. in the paper, and promptly rang Thelma who was able to
assist. Nice that we could help in some small way.

------------------------------------------------~~
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THE BEGINNINGS OF THE A.O.S.

By John Ha II
(Drawn from participants recollections>

The first formal meeting of these american Opal lovers took place
on a spring night of 1967 in Harry Condo's Rock Shop on Main Street in
Seal Beach California, about a half a block from the fishing pier.
Both Harry and the pier are still there. Each somewhat the worse for
wear and ageing, but always giving good service and pleasure to those
who visit and stay a while. Memories seem to vary a bit as to who,
and how many were present that evening, but the number seems fixed
between ten and seventeen. Remembered are: Harry and Laura Condo, Bill
and Della Judd, Andy Ritchie, Mike Roll, Cedric Green, K and LIlly
Nagawatase, and Stan Soul. Also believed to be present were: Ernie
Crawford, Bob and Romona Johnson, Ray and Ester Deardorff, and Charlie
Manderchied. Documentation or refreshed memories may add more or
delete some errors, but this is the best we can do at present. (The
author was not present until the first public call for members at the
second mee t ing. )

The leadup to this organizing effort was that in his love of Opal,
Harry Condo was grossly overstocked with pans of inexpensive Opal with
n ice fir e (0 r "p Ia y 0 f co Iou r•• if. you pre fer) at ten t.o twen ty -f i ve
cents per gram, and with really good top quality rough, which was kept
dry to prove its integrity, and sold at: one, two, three, or five
dollars a GRAM. And though many seasoned rockhounds and neophytes
came, saw, and pawed through these treasures, few bought. 'Yes it is
beautiful, but too expensive, too brittle, too difficult to work, and
though I'm not superstitious myself - its not my birthstone.' So
Harry patiently taught, showed and explained to al I who would listen.
And though under his gruff exterior he gained an abiding hidden
pleasure with each new convert, his lovely expensive investment sat
there while all other rough materials came and went profitably enough
to stay in business. Among his frequent shop visitors were 8il I Judd
and his good friend Andy Ritchie. 8ill had just finished a term as
president of the North American Aviation Space Division "Rockhounds",
and his emerging enthusiasm for Opal knew no bounds. This delight
coupled with his dedication, speaking ability, natural leadership, and
inspired teaching methods made him a natural partner in this project
to spread the word of the beauty and delights of Opal. Harry would
furnish basic knowledge, a place to meet, refreshments, materials and
tools for purchase to work with and on, many prospective members from
his extensive customer Iists, and speakers for the meetings. Bi II was
to furnish many prospects from friends and club members and the
visible leadership. Thus was the partnership melded.

At this meeting enthusiasm was ~igh. Tenatlve preliminary polling
had indicated a high general interest in the club and the chance to
learn about Opal with good instructions and reduced risks of failure.
In fact the prospects were so good that there wer~ fears that Harry's
supply of Opal would be inadequate to supply the demands created. (And
Harry appeared to have the largest open shop supply of Opal available
in California and perhaps in the nation.) Anticipating this windfal I,
Harry assured the group that he had sufficient financial backing to
supply any demand not beyond al I reason, and realizing that his shop
was too smal I for the first public meeting, he had engaged "The
Peppermint Playhouse", a smal I hippy theater in a store space across
the street. All present vowed to spread the meeting news, and slips
with the news and maps were passed out.

NOTE: Harry was strongly encouraged by his good friend Hugh Leiper,
the managing editor of The Lapidary Journal. (More of this later.)



This organizing meeting had been cal led by Harry with the warm
encouragement of his friend Hugh Lieper, the managing editor of
Lapidary Journal, to set up the first club ever devoted to a single
gemstone. Hugh felt that two gemstones, Opal and Jade, were prime
candidates for this honor and deserved the dedicated detailed
attention, research, publicity and spread of knowledge that amateurs
could and would give to such a favorite. We are proud to have helped
fulfil lone part of this great and dedicated Lapidarist's dream.

Gem facets

New life for
Coober Pedy?

Opal production is declining at
Australia's famed Coober Pedy fields.
Areas remain to be worked, but
costs-principally for explosives and
fuel--discourage prospectors. Also
discouraging: The small size of
claims. Stafford Scott of Australian
Outback Opals in South Australia ex-
plains that miners with drills may
claim only an area roughly 150 feet
square. If they find opal, alert observ-
ers immediately stake claims to the
surrounding area. Thus it hardly pays
to prospect.

But Coober Pedy miners have a so-
lution. They've asked the South Aus-
tralian government to spend $2 mil-
lion for opal exploration. As part of
research into that proposal, S.A. par-
liament member Peter Lewis made a
recent visit to study the U.S. opal
market. It's bottomed out, he found,
but now increasing.

Lewis won't recommend that the
S.A. Australian government partici-

Stafford Scott displays a poster of his Mtntabie, Australia, opal mine et the Tucson show.

Meanwhile, opal production is go-
ing well in Australia's Mintabie area,
Scott reports. The heavy equipment
used there requires a bigger invest-
ment; it costs nearly $2000 a week for
fuel to run a bulldozer. However,
Scott says chances of finding opal are
higher, and parcels can be huge. It's
not uncommon, he says, to find a $1-
$2 million opal parcel.

pate in opal exploration. Instead he'll
suggest that miners be required
through licensing to participate in an
exploration program, and that the
government increase the size of
claims and the length of time the
claim can be explored. (All Austra-
lian mineral deposits are owned by
the government.) He doesn't know
when a decision will be made.

The above article was taken from JEWELERS CIRCULAR/KEYSTONE and was submitted
by Martin Goodman.
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Creative Rainbows
Custom Gems and Jewelry

P.O. Box 90641
Long Beach, CA 90809

Jewett & Dorothea Pattee
213-425-2426

NEW VIDEO TAPE "ALL ABOUT OPAL"
$39.95 postpaid, Send request to
our P.O. Box or call.
See us at upcoming shows:
Faceter's Fair Sept. 26,27, 1987
Brookhurst Community Center
2271 Crescent Ave. Anaheim, CA.
Sat. 10-6, Sun. 10-5
GLDA Riverside Oct. 2,3,4, 1987
GEM AND JEWELRY SHOW
Riverside ViSitors and Convention
Center, Ben H. Lewis Hall
3443 Orange St.
Riverside, CA
Hours: 10-6:30 Fri. and Sat.
10-5, Sun.
We have free passes; call or
write if you need some.

Long-time member Joe Bailey has a
l

rock saw to give away - - FREE - - to anyone
who wants to come and get it. The unit will ho ld a 13-15" diameter blade
and will cut any rock. Also inc luded are two 5 - gallon cans of Iub r icant.
Call Joe at 714-898-2064 - - Find out some interesting history about the saw!

ADVERTISING RATES:
FULL PAGE
HALF-PAGE
QUARTER-PAGE
BUSINESS CARD

COpy SHOULD REACH THE

$L.O.OO PER MONTH
$20.00 PER MONTH
$10.00 PER MONTH
$ 5.00 PER MONTH

P.O. BOX BY THE THIRD WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH.



DIRECTORY OF OFfICERS

Jewett Pattee, President, 213-425-2426
Dick Koch, 1st VP, 213-927-4372
Bill Judd, 213-923-4643
No e 1 Lamkin, 2nd VP, 714-529-£.031
Dorothea Pattee, Sec., 213-425-2426
Dolores Proulx, Treas.,714-596-6396

.
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Ross Stambler, 213-693-6898
Torn Parker~ 213-693-2823

.' i\ n cIy r,.It' r r (' l l (', 7 III -·73 {I- 7 LIfill

Brian F'rank s , 714-357-2743
Ed Ro ckaf e llor, 213-679-0863
Larry Dobrin, 213-305-7674

ArERICAN OPAL SOCIETYP.O. Box 92257
Long seoch, CA 90809- 2257
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