THE OPAL EXPRESS

i e '[ a4t esttres e o 0 VOLUME 19,

;mm_l ’,“" {5000 -:’FTELIWL s Number 11
i e e e Bhr bk NOVETDET 1987

The OPAL EXPRESS is published monthly by the American Opal Society, Inc.

Show Report - 1987

The shouting has ended and everyone has gone home. Our 20th annual show
is now history. The paid attendance was approximately that of last year
with the exception that fewer people were parting with their money. It
appears that the stock market had an impact on everyone. Saturday was
busy but Sunday was a definite letdown.

The new table layout proved to be quite popular. Every sales table space
was within the main traffic pattern so that each dealer had equal access
to the public. The feedback from the dealers has been positive. I think
that this configuration will be good for next year as well.

Security was foremost on our minds this year. We asked everyone to notify
the Show Management of any incident or suspicious persons that may be in
the area. We had an incident on Sunday afternoon where a group of five
persons (3 male and 2 female) started browsing the show. I was informed
of this and myself and two others began tailing the males: I observed one
of the men in the process of removing merchandise from a display case and
apprehended him. We wanted to keep a low profile on the theft and just
escorted him out. Three of his group saw us taking him out and volun-
tarily left. After returning to the hall, I continued to tail the fifth
person letting him know that he was being watched and within five minutes
he decided that enough was enough. He then made his exit.

At show close and breakdown, these five had the gall to return and tried
to enter the loading area. We had a motorcycle cop on site and he ap-
prehended the group for questioning. No charges were filed but they knew
we were watching them closely. After that, breakdown went very quickly
and smoothly without any problems.

I wish to thank everyone who helped with setup and breakdown. It was a
pleasure working there this year because everyone (dealers and members)
was very cooperative. This made for very good relations among all.

This is my last year as show chairman for a while. If anyone has any
nominations for next year's chairman, please send a note to Jewett Pattee

at the Society's P.0. box.
Thanks,

Andy Guerrette




FROM YOUR PRESIDENT: Another sucessful show has passed. Thanks for this sucess
goes to all the volunteer help by the members of the A.0.S. Members of the
Founding Chapter volunteered their time and efforts as did members of the

new Orange County Chapter; members-at-large were also prominent in helping out.
Andy Guerrette has done his usual exemplary job as show chairman; we really
appreciate his efforts as he was working in Tucson during the week and only
home on the weekends. Assisted by his wife, Colleen, he arranged for dealer's
tables, electrical set-up displays from the dealers and all the innumerable
things that have to be done as part of the chairman's duty. At this show

he had a few hassles from Convention Center departments that didn't get

their facts straight, as well as dealing with security problems. We really
appreciate all you have done Andy. Thanks again.

Also our gratitude to Noel Lamkin for her professional handling of the jewelry
design contest; and to the Jjudges who participated.

John Hall and Dick Koch did a masterful job of staging our first Silent Auction
with the co-operation of our dealers and members. Reports on the financial
results of the show will be given next month after all the plusses and minuses
are in.

Our demonstrators were wonderful. Edith Ostrander demonstrated opal cutting
and polishing and arranged for Vince Jarrell, of the Gem Carvers Guild to
Demonstrate carving. Don Andrews and Nick Michailides of the Faceter's

Guild of Southern California demonstrated faceting and Michael Oase of the
Jewelry Tech Institute show visitors how to make wax models for casting.

Thank all of you.

Jake and Rita Schmidt manned the table for the Founding Chapter and Stan

Bryn represented the Orange County Chapter.

Moe Graham, Vick Mayo, Noel Lamkin, Earl and £sther Churchill, John Hall,

Ken Despain, Jake Schmidt covered the tables.

Ed Rockafellor and Harold Umberson arranged for transporting the display

cases to and from the Convention Center. It was a lot of hard work and we

do appreciate it.

Thanks to all the hosts and hostesses who sat at the reception table and sold
raffle tickets and buttons and handed out Societb information. We appreciate
each and everyone of you.

Thanks to all who displayed. Ida Proue set up the Society display case.

Ed, Noel, Jewett, the Clam Shell, Acme Gems, hope I haven't forgotten anyone.
Dorothea and I arranged for advertising and publicity as well as acting as
liason between the Convention Center and the Show Chairman.




PRESIDENT'S PAGE Continued-- Thanks to you all, if I missed anyone I apologize

so many of you turned out to help.
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Noel Lamkin reports the sucessful staging of the Jewelry Design
Contest... Judges evaluated all the artistic creations and came up with
the following decisions.

Winners were: First place, Noel Lamkin, Custom Jewlry by Noel.

Second Place, Shawn-Corey Patton, Custom Gold Art
of San Diego.

Third Place,Earl Churchill, Opals by Churchill

Thank all of you for your outstanding pieces of jewelry. It is
such a pleasure to know we have so many creative designers in
our Society.
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Rod Griffin brought an autographed copy of FORTUNES FROM THE

LOST SEA, by Stephen Aracic, for the Society's library. Our
thanks to Rod for his donation.
#################################################################
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CHAPTER NEWS

FOUNDING CHAPTER--Harold Umberson, President--213-693-7380

Harold writes--As President of the Founding Chapter, I want to say "Thank you"
on behalf of our members and myself, to Andy Guerrette and the Show Staff,

who worked so hard to produce the 1987 show. I thought it was great and very
professional. It was encouraging to see the the zeal which volunteers from
the Orange County chapter and Founding Chapter displayed in setting up the
show Friday and early Saturday, and then closing Sunday night. I want to
thank the following members for their help; Edith and Christine Ostrander, Noel
Lamkin, Jake and Lauritta Schmidt, Richard Holden, Joe Veseau and Ed Rocka-
fellor. (If I overlooked anyone, please forgive me.)

We send our best wishes to Jyce Veseau, that she may soon be able to be with
us again. Cards and letters to her would be encouraging.

The program plans for November 12th were for a video film on "Opal Cutting
Made Easy" by Paul Downing, a noted authority on opal. But there's a possibil-
ity that Barbara McCondra, an opal mine owner from Australia (who was at the
show) may be present. If so, she will give a slide presentation on opal
mining and display some opals that she has personally dug out of the mine.
As you know, we have been searching for a meeting place on the ground floor.
The Chapter's Board of Directors has acquired a meeting room at the Santa Fe
Springs Library, 11700 E. Telegraph Rd., Santa Fe Springs. This is one-half
mile east of the 605 Frwy. where Telegraph RD. intersects with Pioneer Blvd.
This is approximately five miles N.E. of where we meet at present. We are
retaining the room at California Federal until it is decided by a vote of the
members present at the December meeting, as to whether we change or keep the
same meeting place. The Library is available to us on a permanent basis, the
second Thursday of each month if we decide on it. Remember this is for
December. November's meeting will be at the same old'place, Cal. Federal

8211 E. Firestone, in Downey, 7:30 pm.

Bobbie Gledhill adds--For those who didn't make the October meeting, you
missed an interesting program. Thanks to Jo Snyder for bringing her
interesting collection of animated jewelry displays and history of the
Baranger Studios. Thank you for sharing your treasures with us, Jo.
At the November meeting, we shall have nominations for officers for the coming
year. The new badges are ready and can be picked up at the meeting. Plans

are under way for the Christmas Potluck and election of officers in

December. More next issue. See you November 12th, 7:30 pm, earlier

if you can help, at the Cal. Fed Building, in Downey.




ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER--Brian Franks, President--714-857-2743

At the October meeting of the Orange County chapter, Esther and Earl Churchill
gave a talk on their trip to Australia, from the tourist's point of view.
They spent about a month there, visiting the opal fields with their friend
Peter Carroll and his family, toured the countryside. They brought their
photo album to share with us, and some of the opals they brought back. Thanks
Esther and Earl for sharing with us. We would also like to thank the members
of the Chapter who helped with the show. Stan Bryn stayed with the Orange
County chapter's table. While he didn't sell much jewelry, he did talk to
lots of people and handed out membership information.
Our President was in Honolulu‘whén‘we went to press, so program plans are not
known. One thing that will happen at the Board meeting, immediately following
the general meeting will be a discussion and vote of the chapter charter.
The meeting will be held Tuesday, November 17th, 7:30 pm at the College Park

Clubhouse.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT
January is election time for the Society. O0Officers to be elected
are President, lst and 2nd Vice Presidents, and three members
of the Board of Directors. Directors whose term is expiring
are: Tom Parker, Bill Judd and Vick Mayo.
The nominating committee composed of Dick Koch, Noel Lamkin and
Ed Rockafellor, with Dick Koch as Chairman have offered the
following slate. '

President; . Jewett Pattee
1st Vice-President: Dick Koch
Second Vice-Pres.: Noel Lamkin
Directors: Vick Mayo
Ida Proue
Harold Umberson ,
Further nominations may be made by writing to the Society at the
P.0. Box. Please state the name of the person you are nominating,
the office for which said person is being nominated, and mail to
American Opal Society, Inc., P.0O. Box 92257, Long Beach, CA 90809-
2257. REMEMBER! THE NOMINATIONS MUST BE MAILED IN TIME TO REACH
THE P.0O. BOX BY NOVEMBER 25TH IN ORDER TO BE INCLUDED ON THE
BALLOT. Ballots will be included with the newsletter in the

December issue.
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SOLUTION ONE: MAKE THREE TEARDROPS
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§OLUTION TWO: MAKE. TWO TEARDROPS
AND ONE CARVING., A FACE

WITHBEARD IS ONE IDEA. »W

SOLUT\ON THREE: THIS |S THE BEST SOLUTION.
MAKE. A CARVING USING THE
ENTIRE PIECE. THERE WILL
BE VERY LITTLE WASTE.

SOME OF THE STUDY YOUR STONE
STONE WiLL BE FOR A FEW DAYS, A
WORKED AWAY. - SUBUECT -AFLOWER,A

FACE,A BIRD, ETC. IS
IN THE. sTone. - sonanie]




IMPORTERS . WHOLESALERS
LOS ANGELES . SAN FRANCISCO
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KCB & ASSOCIATES

FINE QUALITY PEARLS
AMERICAN NATURAL FRESHWATER PEARLS
NATURAL COLOR PEARLS

BIWA GOLD - % BLISTER PEARLS

COLLECTIBLE, RARE AND UNUSUAL GEMS
AUSTRALIAN BOULDER OPAL - JEWELRY - CRYSTALS
COLOMBIAN EMERALDS - PALA PINK TOURMALINE
AMERICAN PINK MUSSEL SHELL
NATURAL WHITE STONE BEADS

DENISE ROMAN, G.G.
TEL.: (213) 394-8870

USPO BOX 1737
SANTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA
90406-1737 USA

Creative Rainbows
Custom Gems and Jewelry

Jewett & Dorothea Pattee

P.O. Box 90641
213-425-2426

Long Beach, CA 80809

See us at the following shows. Show
your AOS membership card for 10%
discount on any purchase.

GLDA Gem and Jewelry Show.

Anaheim Convention Center, Nov. 27,28, 29.

{(We have free passes for this; call or
write for them)

Steve Powers Craft Festival
San Diego Civic Center Dec. 4,5, &6

We have discount tickets for this show.
We"1ll send them if you let us know.

. Plan now to do your Christmas shopping
with us.

The Hendricks
Fine-Gustom Jewely

GEMOLOGICAL SERVICES
PRECIOUS STONES
LAPIDARY SERVICES
CREATIVITY IN GEMS
ASTROLOGICAL THOM R HENDRICKS GG
- GiAAA
B18-8339-0838

MARLYNN HENDRICKS 818-899-5138

Ao (213) 888-0344

CRYSTAL OPAL STAR
Specialized in Opal Jewelry - Crystal Cake Tops

Wermner Schulz
2083 Montebello Town Center

3 Yung Wu Schulz
. Montebelio, CA 90640

Graduate Gemologist




DIRECTORY OF OFF ICERS

Jewett Pattee, President, 213-425-2426
Dick Koch, 1lst VP, 213-927-4372

Noel Lamkin, 2nd VP, 714-529-8031
Dorothea Pattee, Sec., 213-425-2426
Dolores Proulx, Treas., 714-596-6396
Bill Judd, 213-923-4643

AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
P.0. Box 92257
Long Beach, CA 90809-2257
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Ross Stambler, 213-693-6898
Tom Parker, 213-693-2823
Andy Guerrette, 714-734-7484
John Hall, 714- 636-1425
Ed Rockafellor, 213-679-0863
Victor Mayo, 714-644-0788

First Class
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