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THE OPAL BIRTHSTONE FOR DECEMBER IS BLUE CRYSTAL OPAL. Alternate
is blue jelly opal.

++++++++++f++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
As the year draws to a close we look back at our accomplishments
with pride; see our omissions with regrets; and look forward to
the coming year with bright hopes and expectations for an out-
standing year of advancements, both in our social programs and

most especially in our educational programs.

With the help and cooperation of all our members, the AMERICAN
OPAL SOCIETY, INC. will grow and expand as never before.
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WE WISH ALL OF YOU A VERY HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON AND THAT THE

NEW YEAR WILL BRING THE FULFILLMENT OF ALL YOUR DREAMS.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!!

Founding Chapter--Larry Smith and Gerald Carey.

Orange County Chapter--Ruth Gold, Morris LaPrelle, Marilyn
Neelman, and John Ross. '
Members-at-large--James Keating, James Bowser, Frank Tarkany.
Foreign--Alex Mendelsohn, rejoining after a few years' absence.
Add Member-at—large--Dr. Leoncio Garza who joined way back in Oct.
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Word from the fields is that Grawin and Glengarry are hot and
heavy...everyone is pegging down a claim and nobody seems to
have found OPAL, BUT, several new Porsches have been seen
driving around...the miners have NEW CLOTHES, and are not dining
on "'Roo Stew!" Fair dinkum, Mate!
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SHOW LEFTOVERS...Speaking of ommissions, we inadvertently left
out mention of donations made by some of our dealers to the
Silent Auction. OUR THANKS to The Rushes, Jerry D. Liner,
Brian and Jolen Punches, Barbara McCondra and Cyr's Minerals.

We do appreciate your help and the help of all the dealers and
members who placed items in the Silent Auction.

A complete financial report of the show should be available for
our next issue.

There will be no Board of Directors' meeting in December. 1In
January, the Society will begin holding regular monthly meetings
on the fourth Thursday of each month.

All American Opal Society members are welcome to attend. Meeting
time and place will be announced in the OPAL EXPRESS each month.




*********************CHAPTER NEWS********************************
FOUNDING CHAPTER, Harold Umberson, President, 213-693-7380

Qur meeting in December will be our annual potluck Christmas
dinner and election of officers. It will be held in a NEW
PLACE! Santa Fe Springs Library, 11700 Telegraph Rd:, - i
Santa Fe Springs. THERE ARE NO STAIRS TO CLIMB,so come out and
join us for a meeting with lots ‘of food,- fun and_good times!
Like previous years we will go by the alphabet system.
A-I--Bring salad or Hor d'euvres. - = .

J-R--Bring casserole or vegetable

S-Z--Bring dessert. '

The Chapter will furnish a delicious ham and beverages.

And don't forget your table service.

ONE MORE TIME, December 10th, 7:00 pm, Santa Fe Springs Library.
See map. L. i

ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER--Brian Franks, President--714-857-2743

Last month's meeting was held on a very rainy night and not
tooc many people attended.

For December we are going to have a Christmas Social. Please
bring a dessert or nibbleé to shaTte and we will have fun social-
izing and talkin about OPAL. That's December 15th, 7:30 pm at
the College Park Clubhouse. See map. ‘ I
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Creative Rainbows
Custom Gems and Jeweiry
0
P.O. Box 90641 Jewett & Dorothea Pattee
Long Beach, CA 80809 213-425-2426
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GEMOLOGICAL SERVICES
PRECIOUS STONES
LAPIDARY SERVICES

®  CREATIVITY IN GEMS

T 3
RETHOLOGICAT THOM R HENDRICKS GG |

GIAAA
818-839-0838
® MARLYNN HENDRICKS 818-833-5138
- _ |
DENOTES FULL PAGE $40.00 per month ,
= = DENOTES HALF PAGE $20.00 per month
—— == b = DENOTES QUARTER PAGE $10.00 per month

‘Y R EENE X0 DENOTES BUSINESS CARD SIZE $ 5.00 per month
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THE OﬂAm COAST MINERAL AND LAPIDARY SOCIETY " ™
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FREE admission
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Tl'-IE PROBLEM: A STONE MARRED WITH BAD SAND PITS AND
| A DEEP FRACTURE, BUT THERE IS SOME
REMARKARBRLE FIRE MIXED WITH POOR FIRE
THAT MAKES YOU WANT TO SAVE THE STONE.

/\_FI?ACI‘U/?E
SAND PITS ' ' ,
: ZONE
/ ,
Twm CoLom Lives T

PROFILE

SoLuTion ONe: | |
TRY FOR ONE GOOD TEAQDROP, AND LOOK FOR WINDFALLS
N THE SCRAP. '

SoLuTion Two:
USE ALL OF THE STONE FOR A CARVING.

2 CUT ALONG THE FACES
OF THE FRACTURE TO
CREATE PART OF THE
HAIRLINE .,

SANDPIT “A” |5 SHAPED
INTO THE EYE
SANDPIT *B" 1S CUT OUT AS
WASTE OR UNIMPORTANT
SALVAGE

FIRE

FACE
PROFILE




TQE PROBLEMi A _SMALL AMOUNT,_ OF SPECTACULAR FIRE IN AN

OTHERWISE PIECE OF “FISH TANK GRAVEL".

- THIS STONE, WITH AN IRREGULAR SHAPE, WAVY FINE LINES,

MULTIPLE SAND PITS, SMALL FRACTURES, AND WAVY OR
STEPPED COLOR ZONE, ADDS UP TO A PIECE OF CULL ‘BEST USED
FOR FLOWER POT DRAINAGE | HOWEVER, WHEN YOU ADD THE
SPECTACULAR FIRE TO THE ABOVE, THE ANSWER COMES

L OUT FRUSTRATION ¥4 LT,
SoLuTioN ONE @ PUT IT BACK IN MYQ{X

THE BOTTLE. | \\g\) '

&

= | ALmosT \
@ JUNK

SoLuTion Two': GRIND, SLICE AND
POLISH AwAY 80% OF
THE STONE TO GET TO

THE COLOR. \‘\\Q‘f/«\(/é
SE~~¢
SURE ITS SMALL ‘
go, BUT LOOK }g\/
THAT COLOR i1 e
THE SoLuTion:

USING A BALL SHAPED DIAMOND BURR AND OTHER CARVING
TOOLS, GRIND AWAY ALL FLAWS, SHAPE THE PIECE SOMEWHAT.
WITH WUAT YOU HAVE LEFT, CARVE A MUM, DAISY, OR
ANY OTHER SUBJECT MATTER OF FREE FORM DESIGN.

USE SOME COF TWE POTCH FOR STABILITY-

YOU CAN Do 17!l DEVELOP YOUR OWN STYLE
PUT THIS IN YOUR SHOP NOTEBOOK
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The search

for opal

by Colin Williams

'Written by candlelight while
camped on New Ryans, on my first
night back.'

When you're searchine for opal
and it all seems in vzin

For you spent all the money on
gelly, dets and fuse,

Not to mention petrol, diesel,
on the costs of drilling shafts
ANC the bills for fixing motors,
generators and stuff

Keep arriving with monotony

One day must be paic.

The latest shafts are duffers
For levels there arer't any

So the wires tnat vyou divined
with

Are now ... 2 twisted heap of
scrap

For if there is a slide

You're way down at the back.

So even if you blast a drive

Hoping that the depth is right

Who knows which way ... it ought
to go

So should you drill some other
shafts

.+. Or just get drunk instead.

Alcohol
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Linda Evans
in Oodna.

Linda Evans, of American soapie
'Dynasty' fame, Oropped into Oodna-
datta to film a segment of 'The
Last frontier', to be a television
mini series, at the Oodnadatta
airport.

The film crew borrowed a gas burner
tc place under the camera to create
Perhaps they
real

a shimmering effect.
have experienced the
like Mad Max III on the

moon plain country inm mid summer.,

would
thing,

Opal in

. the main

Tourists treatec
hand
- and

too!

were
view of mining this

right on

Radekas drilled a new toilet shaft

at the
the delight and
an eager group of onlookers
avidly waited for each
to be dumped,
dollar di
At the time
nothing more

their
excitement

front of

e
stone had come
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A lucky strike?
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DIRECTORY OF OFFICERS

Jewett Pattee, President, 213-425-2426
Dick Koch, lst VP, 213-927-4372

Noel Lamkin, 2nd VP, 714-529-8031
Dorothea Pattee, Sec., 213-425-2426
Dolores Proulx, Treas., 714-596-6396
Bill Judd, 213-923-4643

iy~ American Opal Society

RETURN TO:

P. 0. Box 92257
Long Beach, CA 90809-2257

 Ross Stambler, 213-693-6898

Tom Parker, 213-693-2823
Andy Guerrette, 714-734-7484
John Hall, 714- 636-1425
Ed Rockafellor, 213-679-0863
Victor Mayo, 714-644-0788

FIRST CLASS
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