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OPAL BIRTHSTONE FOR JULY IS RED OPAL--alternate is Triplet Opal. 
 
 
This concludes our opal birthstones chart. The chart was prepared by 
Idaho Opal Corporation in answer to the age old cry, “I can’t wear 
opal because it isn’t my birthstone.” 
 
 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S PAGE----------------Our show is now only two month’s away. 
Please make plans to attend, bring your friends and we will make this 
the best show yet. 
 
No other show will have as much opal offered for sale, in rough form, 
cut stones and finished jewelry. There will be other gemstones, 
findings and demonstrations. 
 
Dick Koch, our Show Chairman, is working long and hard to make this 
show our greatest. Give him your help; volunteer some of your time to 
help setting up and tearing down, or acting as host or hostess. We can 
use help on the Silent Auction and Chapter members are needed to help 
man their booths. 
 
The bargains in opal offered at our show once a year are available 
nowhere else at any time. 
 
“Now is the time for all good opalphiles to come to the aid of the 
party!” 
 
ATTENTION! CALLING ALL JEWELRY DESIGNERS!!!!!!!!!!! 
 
The Jewelry Design Contest for members only will be held again this 
year. Get your pieces ready. Entry instructions and application will 
be published next month. 
 
ORANGE COUNTY CHAPTER NEWS!!!!!----Brian Franks, Pres. 714-857-2743 
 
The Orange County Chapter of the American Opal Society will meet 
Tuesday, July 19th, 7:30 pm at the College Park Clubhouse in Irvine. 
(See map on back.) Watch for postcard giving details of the pro— 
grain. Don’t forget to stop by the Orange County Fair to see the 
display case the group entered. Thanks to John Hall for rounding up 
the opal and to Noel Lamkin for making labels and arranging the case. 
The Fair runs from July 7-17, 10:00 am to 11:00 pm each day. 



!!!!      NEWS FROM THE FOUNDING CHAPTER       !!!!!! 
 

American Opal Society 
Founding Chapter 

P.O. Box 3895 
Downey, CA 90242 

 
President                      Joe Vezeau        (714) 521.6147 
First Vice President      Harold Breese    (714) 861-1534 
Second Vice President  Georgia Smith   (714) 777.3744 
Recording Secretary     Jo Snyder          (714) 998-1609 
Treasurer                       Bill Means         (213) 560.3965 
 
Members of the Board of Directors  
 
Bobbie Gledhill, Joan Goodsir, Leonard Goodsir, Nancy Means, 
Edith Ostrander, Harold Umberson, Sue Umberson 
Honorary Lifetime Members, Bill end Della Judd 
 
General Meetings held on the 2nd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the Santa Fe Springs Library, 11700 Telegraph Rd., Santa Fe Springs. See 
Map. 
 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: Anyone who would like to place display items in cases at the Orange County Jubilee of Gems, to 
be held at the Orange County Fairgrounds in August should contact Joe Vezeau (714-521-6147) for details. Let’s have a 
good representation, folks. 
 
On a more personal note for our group, congratulations to Harold Umberson who received a plaque to recognize his 
outstanding contribution as President of the 1986-1987 year. And, also news of another popular member: Edith Ostrander 
has been hospitalized at Whittier Presbyterian Hospital with possible meningitis. Cards to her home at 12547 McGee Dr., 
Whittier, 90605 would be brought to her by her daughter. Wish you well quick, Edith. 
 
Dick Koch has been keeping us up to date on Australian doings. He further tells us the rough news from down under is that 
their recent policy is to maximize profits by cutting all their own stones. That means no “ruff” for us kids up here to play with. 
 
October will be not only the birthstone month of our (you know what) favorite gemstone, but also the time we occupy the 
Santa Fe Springs Library meeting place lock-safe display cases. They have chosen us for this October month, and it’s a 
great opportunity for we opalholics to educate the public regarding our fascination with opals. Therefore, start thinking NOW 
about what you have in the way of stones, literature, pictures, --anything pertinent to the mining, cutting, setting, and just 
downright enjoyment of our opals. 
 
Many thanks to Georgia Smith for the impromptu sharing of her Pep-O-Mints when regular refreshments didn’t arrive. While 
they were shaped like donuts and just as sweet, Joe says he will for sure bring a cake next time -- and everyone better come 
and have some, or it’s back to Life Savers! 

Joe Vezeau, President of Founding Chapter. 
**************************************************************** 

 
Our speaker was Joe Vezenu, who gave an extremely informative talk on how to gold-plate wood or other natural objects. He 
explained the “nuts and bolts” procedure to take a numdane object and transform it with a coat of real gold. It was a very 
interesting talk, and illustrated with many fine examples. 
 
Our next meeting is a light-hearted departure fronr our usual instructional format. We’ve talked Bobbie 
Gledhill into running a Bingo Game for us. First we get into the recreational mood with an old fvthioned Pot 
Luck Dinner, and then relax with some rounds of Bingo. FUN! EASY! JUST REMEMREI?: 
 
If your name starts with: 

A thru I -- bring a casserole or hors d’ouvres 
J thru R -- bring veges 
S thru Z -- bring dessert 

 
ALSO, DON’T FORGET TO BRING: 
 
Your own table service (plate, silverware, etc.) 
AND a prize of some sort to contribute to the Bingo table. 
SEE YA THERE -- AND I’LL BET YOU WIN SOMETHING! 
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BOARD REPORT 
 
As usual the main topic of discussion at the June Board Meeting was the 
show. Richard Koch, Show Chairman, reported the following dealers will be 
present: 
 
Jerry D. Liner————Long Beach, Ca. 
La Roche International-—Long Beach, Ca. 
Nadery’s Gems and Design Accessories--La Habra, Ca. 
Opals by Churchill——Huntington Beach, Ca. 
The Gem Wizard——No. Hollywood, Ca. 
Wire Art Jewelry——Santa Maria, Ca. 
Rimm, Inc.--Honolulu, HI. 
The House of Tibara——Clovis, Ca. 
Oxy Gems——Coalinga, CA. 
Al’s Opal Imports——San Diego CA 92105 
Evan’s Supreme Gems——Spring Valley, CA 
The Rushs—-Moreno Valley, CA 
Acme Gems——San Pedro, Ca. 
Phillip Pearl——Lightning Ridge, Australia 
Royal Crest——Irvine, CA 
Western Opal Corporation--Los Angeles, CA 
The Rigors--Hayward, CA 
Rod Griffin——Edgecliff, NSW, Australia 
Leonard Silverman & Co.——Redding, CA 
The Clam Shell——San Diego, CA 
Alice’s Gems——Harbor City, CA 
Creative Rainbows——Long Beach, CA 
Schulz and Wu--Montebello, CA 
The Hendricks-—Arleta, CA 
 
Several other contracts have just been sent out. We will update this list 
next month. 
 
Other items on the agenda were the possibility of a dues increase due to 
increased postage and printing expense. This subject was set aside in order 
to get more input from our members, both Chapter and Members—at Large. (Ed. 
Note; Please write to us concerning your ideas and suggestions on the above 
topic or any other concerns you may have.) 
Another subject which was brought up was the possibility of obtaining a shop 
to be used to teach opal cutting and holding educational seminars. 
 
Next month’s Board Meeting will be held Thursday, July 28th, 7:30 pm at the 
usual place. All agenda items must be submitted at least seven days before 
the meeting. 



A Classification and Descript ion 
Of Australian Opal 

 
CLASSIFICATION: 
 

 

Sub-groups based on main colour in pattern: 
 

Opal as sold to the customer: 
1. Solids 
2. Doublets and triplets 
3. Chip jewellery 

Red 
Orange 

Green 
Blue 

 
Types of opal: 

 
1. Common opal or potch—plain colour only. 
 

2. Precious opal—has attractive colour pattern 

Types of Potch: 
I. Black and blue 
2. White 
3. Grey 
4. Clear 
5. Amber 
 
Basic classification of precious opal based of potch background: 
I. Black and semi -black opal— black or blue potch 
background 
2. White opal—white potch background 
3. Grey opal—grey potch background 
4. Jelly and crystal opal—clear potch background 
5. Amber opal—amber potch background 
 
 
 

Sub-groups based on pattern: 
I. Harlequin 
2. Pinfire 
3. Broad flash 
4. Rolling flash 
5. Sunflash 
6. Liqnid opal 
7. Eye opal 
8. Others 
 
Sub-groups based on natural formation: 
I. Nobby opal 
2. Seam and vertical opal 
3. Matrix associated with seam and vertical opal 
4. Boulder opal 
5. Queensland opal matrix 
6. Opalised wood 
7. Opalised shells, etc. 

 
The chart above was taken from IN SEARCH OF OPAL by Kalokerinos 
 
 
Excerpt from the CURIOUS LORE OF PRECIOUS STONES, by George Frederick Kunz. 
 
“A possible explanation of the superstitious dread the opal used to excite 
some time ago may be found in the fact that lapidaries and gem—setters to 
who opals were entrusted were sometimes so unfortunate as to fracture them 
in the process of cutting or setting. This was frequently due to no fault on 
the part of the cutters or setters, but was owing to the natural brittleness 
of the opal. As such workmen are responsible to the owners for any injury to 
the gems, they would soon acquire a prejudice against opals, and would come 
to regard them as unlucky stones. Very widespread superstitions have no 
better foundation than this, for the original cause, sometimes a quite 
rational one, is soon lost sight of and popular fantasy suggests something 
entirely different and better calculated to appeal to the imagination.” 



THE BIRTH OF AN OPAL 
(Dedicated to the late Ernest C. Sherman) 
 

From time immemorial, whenever a rainbow appeared in the sky in Australia, the fairies snipped a 
piece from each end. Then came the thought of how to keep these treasures of wondrous colours safe 
from greedy, Covetous man. Surely there was no safer hiding-place than in the rocks deep down in 
mother earth. 

But here the fairies themselves might so easily lose trace of their treasures, since they could return 
for them by night only. So, by alchemy known to the fairies only, they wrapped these tissues of 
unbelievably lovely and gloriously blended colours around unquenchable sparks of fire, thus making, as it 
were, lamps with red, green, blue, yellow, and mauve flames to reveal these secret places, within which, 
with every movement, the fire glows and flames up in the heart of this colour, and behold—an Opal was 
born. 

Leila C. Redshaw 
 
 
 

AUSTRALIAN OPALS WEIGHT CONVERSION CHART 
Round Marquise Heartshape Oval 

Size (mm) pc/ct Size 
(mm)  

pc/ct Size (mm) pc/ct Size (mm) pc/ct 

1.5 75.0 4x2 0.05 4x4 0.30 5x3 0.15 
2.0 50.0 6x3 0.18 5x5 0.20 6x4 0.25 
2.5 25.0 8x4 0.35 6x6 0.40 7x5 0.45 
3.0 14.0 10x5 0.60 7x7 0.70 8x6 0.75 
3.5 10.0 12x6 1.00 8x8 0.10 9x7 1.00 
4.0 7.0 Pearshape Opal Bead 10x8 1.50 
4.5 4.0 5x3 0.15 3.0 0.15 11x9 2.00 
5.0 3.0 6x4 0.25 3.5 0.25 12x10 2.50 
5.5 2.2 7x5 0.40 4.0 0.35 14x10 3.50 
6.0 2.0 8x5 0.50 4.5 0.50 14x12 4.20 
6.5 1.5 8x6 0.70 5.0 0.70 I6x14 6.00 
7.0 1.2 9x6 0.80 6.0 1.20 18x13 7.00 

 
 
 



1988 Orange County Fair Presents 
Gem, Mineral, And Lapidary Show 
July 7th through 17th 
FREE WITH DAILY FAIR ADMISSION . Building 15 
 * Dealers  * Displays Visit Our Newest Feature: 
  * Centennial Craftsmen’s 
 * Demonstrations         Village 
 
Working Artists Making 
* Special exhibits Their Specialties 
 
Orange County Fairgrounds & Exposition Center 
32nd District Agricultural Association 
88 Fair Drive 
Costa Mesa, California 92626 
7l4/75l~FAlR 
 
CULVER CITY ROCK & MINERAL CLUB INC. 
PRESENTS ITS 
 
27th ANNUAL 
 
FIESTA OF GEMS 
Saturday, July 9, 1988  10 am. to 7 p.m. Sunday, July 10, 1988. 10 am. to 5 p.m. 
 
SPECIAL EXHIBITS • DEALERS • DEMONSTRATIONS 
 
FREE ADMISSION 
VETERANS MEMORIAL AUDITORWM 
OVERLAND AT CULVER BLVD. CULVER CITY. CALIF. 
SPONSORED IV THE CULVER CITY PARKS I RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
Limit one discount  $50 Discount 
per coupon PRESENTS U—EE~ 
NINTH ANNUAL GEM, JEWLERY & MINERAL SHOW 
 WHOLESALEAP4D RETAIL DEALERS 
July 30 and 31 1988 
Regular Price: ADULTS $3.00 JUNIORS (12-18) $2.00 
Under 12 free when accompanied by an adult 
LONG BEACH CONVENTION CENTER 
300 East Ocean Blvd., Long Beach, CA 90802 
GFMOIOGICAI SFRVICFS 
PIlI-CIOUS S1ON[S 
IAPIDARY SERVICES 
CRFATIvITy IN GEMS ASTRO! OGICAL 
THOM R HENDRICKS GG 
GIA~t~ 
P.O. Box 90641 Jewett & Dorothea Pattee  8 8 pqg 08311 
Long Beach, CA90809 213-425-2426 I~.1.\RIYNN HFN[)RICKS 818 H~I’1 ‘i~j~ 
 ~ - 
Manufacturer ~, .- Tel (213) 888-0344 
Wholesale ~ (818) 282 2697 
- 
- SCHULZ & WU INC - 
 ~ -‘~ SPECIALIZED IN OPAL JEWELRY~ ‘~ 
— CRYSTAL CAKE TOPS~-~ ~ 
~ ~ .,. -.~ ~ -. ..—--,,~-. 
 
~ WERNER SCHULZ ~ YLJNG WU SCHULZ 
- ~ 2083 Montebello Town center ,. Graduate Gemologist 
 Montebello CA 90640 !~“~-.  Appraisals & Identthcatlon ~. 
 — - 
 
~ ~ 



 
IMPORTERS - WHOLESALERS 
 
LOS ANGELES LAS VEGAS 
 
 
 
KCB & ASSOCIATES 
DIAMONDS - PEARLS 
RARE CRYSTALS and GEMS 
AUSTRALIAN BOULDER OPAL - OPAL BEADS 
COLOMBIAN EMERALDS - PALS TOURMALINE 
UNUSUAL JEWELRY - COLLECTIONS 
QUARTZ CRYSTAL NECKLACES 
WHITE STONE BEADS 
 
THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC. 
proudly presents 
 
its 21st Annual Show and Sale 
Featuring Opal ;Rough. finished and jewelry, gemstones, Dealers. Displays. 
Demonstrations, and silent auction. 
 
September 10th and 11th 1988 
Anaheim Convention Center 
800 W. Katella Ave., 
Anaheim, California 92803 
 Saturday 10-6 Sunday 10-5 
Adults $3.50 • Children 12-15 $1.00 (under 12 Free wilh Adult.) 
 
 
Bring this coupon for .50~ off Adult Admission 
For Information: A.O.S., Inc. P.O. Box 92257, Long Beach, CA 90809 
Creative Rainbows Custom Gems and Jewelry 
7 
14 KT & STERLING 
CUSTOM JEWELRY 
EZ MOUNTS 
FINDINGS 
JEWELRY 
SUPPLIES 
U 
CUBIC ZIRCONIA 
COLORED GEMS 
SYNTHETIC 
BIRTH S TO N E S 
GEM OPALS 
DIAMONDS 
MATF RIBARICH 
18052 MAGNOLIA 
FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA 92708 
RETAIL - WHOLESALE (714) 964-5747 
PC BOX 1T37 
SANTA MONICA. CALIFORNIA 
B0406-1737 USA 
DENISE ROMAN. G.G. 
TEL.~ (2)3) 394-8870 
AGMS 8)46 
WHOL~$ALE MAIL ORDER OPAL •PECIALI.T. 
 
Now featuring GEM MOUNTAIN SAPPHIRE GRAVEL CONCENTRATE- in 4!! bags. I/$1O— 2/$18 
 
EVANS SUPREME GEMS



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
RETURN TO 
 
AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC. 
P.O. BOX 92257 
LONG BEACH, CA 90809-2257 
 

FIRST CLASS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 
 
Jewett Pattee, President 213-425—2426 
Dick Koch, 1st V.P. 213—927—4372 
Noel Lamkin, 2nd V.P. 714—529—8031 
Dorothea Pattee, Sec. 213—425—2426 
Dolores Proulx, Treas. 714—596—6396 
Harold Umberson, 213—693—7380 

Ross Stambler, 213—693—6898 
Andy Guerrette, 714—734—7484 
John Hall, 714-636—1425 
Ed Rockafellor 213—679—0863 
Vick Mayo, 714-644-0788 
Ida Proue, 714-596—6396 

 
 


