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1989 is here! Now we have news about the 1989 Opal Show for you!

It will be held at California State University at Long Beach, in the Student
Union Building. W will have the second floor neeting and al | —purpose roons.
For those of you who haven't seen the facility it is a large roomw th one
wal I of wi ndows | ooking north to the nobuntains. There is good | oadi ng and

unl oading facilities and we will be able to offer free parking to our

att endees.

The show will be held Cctober 21st and 22nd, ‘with set up the afternoon and
eveni ng of October 20th. W are very pleased to be able to hold our show in
Cct ober agai n.

O her news is that we will have an expanded Jewel ry Design Contest w th Open,
Amat eur and Student Divisions. Mdre news on that later.

And yes, we will have a Seminar to be held in conjunction with the show.

We have no infornation about booth costs and sizes yet but will send out a
letter to our dealers-"as soon as we firmup details. Brian Franks will be
our Show Chai r man.

Qur President is Dick Koch, our secretary is Joyce Funk and our address is:

AVERI CAN OPAL SCOCI ETY, | NC.
P. 0. BOX 1384
SQUTH GATE, CA 90280

prrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrprrrrrrrprrrprrn
PLEASE NOTE! W have included a nmenbership application inside the back cover
of the newsletter. W hope that when you neet someone who has an interest in
opal you will pass it along. W will be including this in every issue this
year. We have inserted in such a way that you will not |ose any vital

i nfornmati on when you detach it. Help us grow this year, the nore nenbers we
have, the better.
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BOARD REPORT

At the Decenber neeting the report of the el ections was given. Oficers

el ected were Dick Koch, President; Noel Lankin, 1st Vice-President and Harold
Unber son, 2nd Vice-President. Joyce Funk was appoi nted Executive Secretary.
Directors elected for a four year termwere Noel Lankin, Edith Gstrander and
Dor ot hea Pattee.

A report was given by Jewett on the 1989 show. Brian Franks was appoi nted
Show Chai rman. Dorothea will be Jewelry Design Contest Chairnan.

Jewett and Dorothea Pattee will continue to edit and publish the OPAL
EXPRESS.

The new mailing address for the Society will be:
AMERI CAN OPAL SOCI ETY, | NC.
P. O BOX 1384
SQUTH GATE, CA 90280
PHONE: 213-869-0527

New dues wi |l be $20.00 per year for Society dues. Those over 65 years of age
will pay $15.00 per year. Founding Chapter dues will be $6.00 per year. You
nmust be a nember of the Society to be a Chapter menber. Initiation fee wll
remain at $10. 00.

Newl y el ected President gave his agenda for the January neeting to be held
January 26th at Di ck Kochs’ residence.

THE ORANGE COAST MINERAL AND LAPIDARY SOCIETY
INVITES YOU AND YOUR FRIENDS TO ATTEND ITS 45TH

YGem and Mineral Hhiow

3§ reeeway

WY . "PROSPECTOR'S PARADISE" -
Sat. Jan. 2lst - 10 am to 8 pm ) Plggg:gc
Sun. Jan. 22nd - 10 am to 6 pm ! HALL

Plumbers Union Hall
3904 W. First St., Santa Ana, CA. 92703

FOOD « DEALERS « SPECIAL EXHIBITSPRIZES
FREE admission Demonstrations FREE parking
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The American Opal Society as you all know is an educati onal
organi zation and the OPAL EXPRESS is its official publication.

Fromtinme to tine we have submitted to us for publication very |earned
scientific papers. | feel that to enhance our imge of an organi zation
of great learning, scientific papers of inimtable quality should be
publ i shed. Pl ease keep a dictionary by your el bow as you read as nuch
of the follow ng paper contains words over four to six letters |ong
and scientific words such as "expletive deleted”, and “finger.”

A CASE FOR “CASE PO NTERS”

This past Christmas season we did several Craft Festivals and Gem
Shows as we do each year. However this was not exactly our best
selling year, so | had plenty of tinme to finish nmy intensive research
on “Case Pointing “This culnination of ny years of research into “Case
Poi nting” is now being published for the first tine anywhere.

In case you don’t know what “Case pointing” is, it is because you

may be a case pointer yourself Mst case pointers are recognized only
by a special breed of un-case pointers known as behi nd-the-case
sitters, or in common vernacul ar as sellers or dealers

The first and nost common is the straight finger pointer who points at
your wares while talking to a conpanion Boring, no fun’ Next is the
dainty or little finger pointer whose little finger barely touches the
gl ass of your case nore interesting is the cross-eyed poi nter who
nmakes the tine go faster by pointing about 6 i nches above and 3 inches
tothe left of the itemthey are | ooking at and say "How nmuch is that?
No, not that one, that one! No, no, that one!” always noving the
finger so that it never lines up with what ever it is. This is good
for at least 15 or 20 minutes while the seller elininates everything
within a 12 inch radius Finally the vendor triunphantly holds up the
itemfor the custoners closer view Now if this customer is a real

pro, he or she will inmediately answer, "That’'s not quite what | had
in mnd,” then adm nister the coup de grace by noving to the next case
and saying,” How nmuch is that?”

The next finger pointer is between 6 and 10 years old and has j ust
finished a double scoop ice cream cone, one scoop of which nelted over
bot h hands. Wth and enthusiastic “Ch, look at that!” he firmy points
with all 10 fingers and both palns on your glass |eaving sneary
nmenent os of his appreciation.

Another is the no finger pointer. This is a young nother with a baby
in her arms. “Ooh | ook, Babykins at the pretty pretties.” If you are
| ucky Babykins only drools on your case; if not down goes a wet
lollipop in your jewelry. A variant of the baby in arnms, no finger
pointer, is the finger pointer blocker brigade. It consists of three
to six hefty young matrons pushing strollers with an equal nunber or
nmor e of aqual ung, claw ng, grabbi ng,
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m ni -nonsters. This dreaded phal anx appears only at tinmes of greatest
crowd density. It is a well disciplined force that cones charging
down the aisle to cone to a screeching halt in front of your booth,

bl ocki ng any potential finger pointers fromgetting within five feet
of you. Then with sightless eyes, staring at your cases, spend the
next forty-five mnutes telling each other of the cute things Little
Suzie or Junior did, ‘while Little Suzie or Junior are busily claw ng
and tearing the bottom of your booth to splinters and ribbons. If the
brigade is up to full strength of at least five, the two outside
stroller pushers will wheel around at right angles to bl ock both ends
of your aisle and effectively seal off you and all other nmerchants in
t he area.

When this group finally noves on, w thout seeing anything in your
case, along cones the accident prone finger pointer. Wile she is
pointing with one hand, the other holds a |l arge brimm ng Pepsi. Wen
directly in front of and above your case the Pepsi el bow will be
bunped spilling 90% of the cola on your case. This will probably wash
off all of the drool and sone of the hand prints.

A real Headache if the “Rich Bitch Pointer,” with |arge di anonds on
each finger. She points with the back of her hands facing your case,
nmeanwhi | e draggi ng her di anonds down across your glass, |eaving
unrepai rable furrows on your case w ndows. Usually explaining, “You
don’t seem to have anything suitable for Fido.” She herself only
wears jewelry made of platinumand di anonds over 5 carats.

The M ddl e Fi nger Pointer nakes stabbing gestures at your goods with
this finger. It | ooks very much |ike an upsi de-down version of the
obscene gesture the Los Angel es Freeway drivers greet each other with.

So nmuch for the harm ess ones; now to list some of the nore dangerous.
First is the bent finger pointer. The finger is pushed firny agai nst
the gl ass and begins to bend backwards. The custoner is usually in a
spirited conversation with a conpanion, as the talk becones nore

ani mted, the finger bends further and further backwards. Just at the
poi nt where she is telling a friend how nuch bi gger and nore col orfu
the opal she has at hone is than the best in your case, the finger
becones bent to such an al arm ng degree, that you, the nerchant, may
begin to feel the first signs of panic such as “Ch ny God!; that
finger is going to break and | amgoing to be sued for maliciously

pl aci ng ny di splay case right where it should be.”

Unfortunately, this is only the first degree of dangerous. Custoner
variations of this go all the way through fromsingle finger, pal mand
full forearmto both hands, and | arge heavy purses. To those in the
trade these people are known as gl ass pushers, or nore comonly **I1
(expletive del eted) glass pushers. These words are nuttered under the
breath, usually inmrediately acconpani ed by a | oud shout” Watch out

| ady, the whole case is
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The greatest danger of all and the source of the nost frustration is a
variation of the finger pointer called the El bow | eaner. This
particul ar species is male, weighs about 250 pounds and wears a | arge,
bul ky coat. He is always acconpanied by two or nore simlar types

bet ween 250 and 300 pounds with large, bulky coats. |If snoking is
allowed in the building, a large, obnoxious snelling cigar is always
present. This group comes up all at once, arrays itself across the
front of all your cases, floppy coats obscuring what the 250 pounds
does not. One or both el bows are | eaned on your cases causing the
glass to bend i nward, making distressing crackling noises. It will do
no good to try to say anything to this group because you won't be
heard over the | oud boi sterous conversation and head-splitting

| aughter, that will go on for a good hal f-hour or nore. Besides who
cares about the kind of crap you have for sal e? The saving grace that
prevents “Merchant Madness”, is that this nightmarish trio or nore

only shows up occasionally, then only at peak selling hours.

Copi es of this in-depth study and other scientific papers may be

obtai ned by sinply sending a stanped, self-addressed envel ope and a
nmere five hundred dollars in cash, check or noney order (no MasterCard
or Visa) to Creative Rai nbows Research Departnent, P.QO Box 90641

Long Beach, CA 90809.

SOCI ETY DUES HAVE HAD TO BE RAI SED TO $20. 00 PER YEAR TO COVER THE
COST OF PRI NTI NG AND MAI LI NG THE NEWSLETTER. FOR THOSE OF YOU OVER 65,
DUES WLL BE $15. 00 PER YEAR

FOUNDI NG CHAPTER DUES W LL BE $6.00 IN ADDI TION TO THE SOCI ETY DUES.
(YOU MUST BE A MEMBER COF TI-fE SOCI ETY TO BELONG TO A CHAPTER)
ORANCE COUNTY CHAPTER DUES ARE ON HOLD UNTI L CHAPTER MEETI NGS BEG N
AGAI N.

PLEASE SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO
AVERI CAN OPAL SOCI ETY, | NC.,
P. 0. BOX 1384,
SQUTH GATE, CA 90280
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P. OO BOX 3895
DOMNEY, CA 90242

PRESI DENT' S MESSAGE

Dear Friends, Here we are at the end of another year. Mich has happened and a
great deal has been acconplished. The Society had its annual show at the
Anahei m Convention Center, which was a terrific success. New machi nery has
been purchased for the workshop, (which is held on Tuesday nights at

Edith's.) A bottle of opal has been purchased so that we can get started

i mediately to have themready for the next year’s show. Another jar of opals
was bought for our new nmenbers to work on at the shop. W have had a

di fferent guest speaker at our monthly neeting, which was very interesting
and educational. Many thanks to all our guest speakers this year

Qur second Christmas Party at the Library was a terrific success. Al the

food that was brought was a gournet delight. |I guess we all realize we don’t
nm ss the Decenber neeting. A large round of applause and recognition should
be given to the foll owi ng people. Bobbie dedhill, who set up the tables and

brought the cake which read “To All Qur Qpal Friends”; Sue and Harold

Urber son who cooked the turkey and hamand bring rolls and decorations, Sue
al so purchased the door prize gifts which were so beautifully w apped by
Edith Ostrander. Edith al so brought decorations and donated gifts.

It was nice to see Pat Snallwood there, also our new nenber Catherine Doten
and her guy Wayne, and M chael Brees. Dick Koch arrived |ate, having driven
in fromMexicali, but there was lots of food left for him Jewett Pattee
presented a recognition plaque for his service as 1988 show chairnan. After

t hanki ng the menmbers for their help at the show, Dick gave a short talk on
his trip to Australia, where he was treated to the sight of a m ner digging
extra roons in his dugout at Coober Pedy to follow the opal seam It seens
that digging for opal in the city limts is not allowed. He prom sed to
return to a neeting and tell nore about his trip

We especially want to renenber Bill and Della Judd. W reported | ast nonth
that they were both in a rest hone. Bill is home now and would really like to
hear from you.

New Year’'s Resol ution, Keep in touch, send a card or phone a friend once a
week. Qur next nmeeting is January 12th, 7:00 pmat the Santa Fe Springs
Library. It was decided at the Christmas neeting, we had so nuch fun and so
much food, that we would repeat it in January. So bring a vegetable casserole
or a salad, your table service and be prepared to enjoy anot her evening of
fun, food and friendship. The Chapter will furnish the ham turkey and rolls.
Al so bring your list. WHAT LI ST??? The list of names you want to vote for
your next years’ officers. IT°'S ELECTION Tl ME

Agai n, thanks to everyone for all your work and support. Don’t forget to
attend the neeting to renew old friendshi ps and VOTE.

ORANGE CQOUNTY CI | APTER NEWS- - The big news is that there is no news at this
point. W are still trying to find a nore central |ocation (we are open to
suggestions) and will send out cards to everyone when we have a location. In
the neantime, since dues are due, just send in your Society dues until we get
organi zed again. If you have questions, you can contact Brian Franks at 714-
857-2743.
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DIAMONDS - PEANLS
GEMOLOGICAL SERVICES RARE CRYSTALS and GEMS

PRECIOUS STONES AUSTRALIAN BOULDER OPAL - OPAl AF AN
1 APINARY QCWvirCC COLOMBIAN EMERALDS ' PALA TOURMALINE
UNUSUAL JEWELRY - COLLECTIONS
CREATIVITY IN GEMS QUARTZ CRYSTAL NECKLACES
: iC . A :
ASTROIOGICAL THOM R HENDRICKS G G. WHITE STONL BLADS
GILAAA, PO BOX 1737 DENISE ROMAN, G.G.

818-899-0838 SANTA MONICA. CALIFORNIA TEL.: (213) 394.8870

MARLYNN HENDRICKS 818-899-5138 Lo R LB

14 KT & STERLING CUBIC ZIRCONIA

CUSTOM JEWELRY COLORED GEMS
EZ MOUNTS SYNTHETIC
FINDINGS BIRTHSTONES
JEWELRY GEM OPALS
SUPPLIES DIAMONDS

Creative Rainbows
Custom Gems and Jewelry

MATT RIBARICH

P.0O. Box 80641 Jewett & Dorothea Pattee
18052 MAGNOLIA RETAIL - WHOLESALE Long Beach, CA 90809 213-425-2426
FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA 92708 (714) 864-5747
WHOLESALE MAIL ORDER . OPAL BPECIALISTS ' F AT ; cnearel 3 Tel:1213) 883-0344‘%

Now featuring GEM MOUNTAIN SAPPHIRE GRAVEL
CONCENTRATE in 4f bags. 1/$10 - 2/$18

EVANS SUPREME GEMS

Bob & Elma Evans

= aw)‘zsziz‘w@
& ‘:’&: -\‘

P.O, Box 1305
BPRING VALLEY, CA 92077 (610) 403-8380

Initiation $10.00, January lst-June 30th, $20.00, July lst-Dec. 31, $10.00

NO. —_CHAPTER (NAME):

NAME:

ADDRESS:

Y _STATE:__ ' 2iP:

JELEPHONE (AREA)}: e {Home) = (Business)________ .

OCCUPATION:

SPECIAL INTEREST:




OFFI CERS AND DI RECTORS

DI CK KOCH, PRES., 2139274372

NCEL LANKI N, 1ST VICE-PRES. 714-529-8031
HAROLD UMBERSON, 2ND VI CE- PRES. 213-693—+380
DOLORES PROULX, TREAS. 714-596-6396

JOYCE FUNK, SECRETARY, 213-869-0527

JEVWETT PATTEE 213-424-2426 DR. ROSS STAMBLER, 2136936898

W LLI AM VEATCH, 213-833-8906 EARL CHURCHI LL, 7149627154

HAROLD BREES, 714-861-1534 | DA PROUE, 714-596-6396

DOROTHEA PATTEE, 213-425-2426 EDI TH OSTRANDER, 213-698-3985
RETURN TO

AVERI CAN OPAL SCCI ETY, | NC.
P. 0. BOX 1384
SQUTH GATE, CA 90280
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