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OPALS

Morning and evening,
Midday and night,
Mingling their shades
Invarying light.

A palette set out
For painting a scene,
A wizard no doubt,
Mixed that wonderful green.

Does the rainbow begin
In the earth where they lie?
Does the dawn meet the sunset,
Combining their dye?

Some are like moonlight,
Spangled with stars,
A white cloister .gate
With gleaming gold bars!

A carnival night,
Streamers and flowers,
Balloons gay and bright,
Confetti in showers!

flames in mosaic,

Sparkling and gay,
Then prim and prosaic
With apallor of grey.

Like a cherry light
A journey’s end,
A fireside bright
And the smile of afriend.

Margaret McEwin

TAKEN FROM THE OPAL BOOK, BY FRANK LEACHVAN.



H Fromthe Prez! G day Mates!

The trip down under was uneventful. Was net in Adelaide by Luky d ah, our
ment or and guide to the Coober Pedy Opal Fields. Stayed in town for 2 days to
buy a car & van for Gary Sturdevant (menmber #0612) for his 6 nonth stay as a
m ner.

The Fairweathers put us up in Adelaide for the 2 days with a key to the door
and freedomto cone and go. Friends like that are hard to find in the States.

Luky has found a partner for Gary to mine with on a percentage basis. Hope he
is set for the next 5 nonths. If he hits a good deal of Qpal, that mght turn
into years.

On Gary’'s first day down the shaft, he brought back some Potch and col or. Has
it soaking in the Caravan to get rid of the opal clay without tunmbling it.

Luky has given us the key to his dug-out for the 3 days he's chasing the
local politicians all over the Opal Fields showing them the whys and
wherefores of the Opal Mners plights and problens. Another good man to know
on the Opal Fields.

The dug-out is a Knock out, better than a lot of hones in the States. The
desert is alive with green and color from the flowers. The first time in
twel ve years. Long droughts in between.

Have hads the privilege of sitting in on a grading and Parcel selling session
with Luky. He sure knows his Opal.

We in the States sel dom see sone of the beautiful Opal in the top G ade area,
as the Chinese buy all that's offered. W get the $2.00 to $500.00 an ounce
material and never see the $1000.00 to $3000.00 ounce rough that is mined
here. W are so uneducated to sane of the solid crystals that show 85% to 98%
color across the stone, that no one wants to buy it, thinking it wll 3ust
crack and | ose our investnent.

If you auld have a Certificate of Field Oigin, you might invest in those
st ones.

| ‘ye heard of stones that canme out in the ‘50's & ‘60's that are still
positively beautiful, with no cracks. Fair D nkum Mates. The noodlers wth
their big machines, are pitting those back fills on the fields through the
bl ack Iight and getting sone small but spectacul ar stones.
It’s enough to give me the Opal Fever and go mi ni ng again.

WIIl show slides of the trip at the ‘89 Show Seminar. Do cone and see us
t hen.

Ta Da,

Di ck Koch
Prez



And from Peter Lew s, our
nmenber in Australia-----

ARKABA ARTS

AUSTRALIA

P.O. Box 68 Eastwood
South Australia 5063

Ph: (08) 79 748}
Iniernational + 618:79 748}

I T NEVER RAINS - UNLESS POURS* - OLD Australian Bushman's sayi ng:

During the period from Easter through early April the heaviest rains in
living nenmory in tie Australian desert have caused havoc to mning
i ndustries which operate there, a local Mnber of the South Australia
Parliament, M. Peter Lewis, said in a report to us recently.

“Some pl aces have recorded the highest rainfall in 24 hours in tie State’'s
history - end they are in the desert! For instance, at one place about 400
mles from Adelaide, (on tie opposite side of Lake Torrens to an opa
m ning town cal |l ed Andanpboka) Mt pena, recorded 273 mm (virtually 11 inches
in rain) in 24 hours!! That is the heaviest fall on record for a 24 hour
period and is alnmpst three times the average rainfall for a year for that
pl ace.

In Andanboka, the so-called Andanboka Market Place shopping conplex
Manager, M. Richard Lines, said the town’s nmain street, which was part of
an old dry water course, "was awash and that occasionally sone of the |oca
residents had been rafting down the street more in fun than out of
necessity.”

“80% of tie opal mners have been adversely effected by this and many of
the opal fields are far too wet for opal nmning to continue, whether
tunnel i ng underground or open cut at Mntabie. This remains to be the case
as recently as tie beginning of May.”

M. Lewis, who is not only a Menber of Parliament but also the Principal of
Arkaba Arts, an Australian firm of opal dealers, said that he had checked
tie reports with a nunber of people who ware known to him They indicated
that not only ware the nmnes flooded, but over a nmillion dollars of
equi prent had been lost in the rmud - either underground in the nining
shafts at places |like Coober Pedy (where tie mning is comonly undertaken
by tunneling) or by conplete inundation of sone open ,cut nines at
M ntabie. In one instance, a D9 has been submerged in tie bottomof an open
cut. Some conpressors end blowers etc on softer rock material sinply sank
into the mud as the rain turned the area into a norass.

“The M ners’ Association Secretary, M Anna Vanaj ek, has reported that sone
mners ware using netal detectors to try and l|locate their equipnment -
drills and jackhamrers - which are buried nore than a nmeter deep in nmud in
some places. When the nud hardens it will be inpossible to recover them”

“Whet her or not the heavy flooding will cause a shortage of supply and an
increase in prices are unknown at this tinme”, Peter said.

“One of the side benefits however, is that the desert area wll, be
absol utely amazing for tourists in the i mediate future.”



The following article was taken from OPALHOLI CS, a newsl etter published by
Paul and Bobbi Downi ng of Mjestic Gens and Carvings.

LOOSEN UP YOUR OPAL CUTTI NG STRAI T JACKET

It is said that we are here to learn and | try to learn every day. Yet
sonetines | wonder why | have to | earn the sane things over again. Probably
because | didn't really learn the first tinme. Take the exanple of cutting

opal. | teach opal cutting at WIld Acres in the North Carolina nmountains
every August. Each session | start out by explaining to ny students that opa
is an unusual stone and it need not be cut into standard oval cabs. | go to

great lengths to show themthat baroque shapes are very attractive and save a
| ot of beautiful opal. My adnonition always is to “let the stone tell you
what you want it to be, don't dictate to it.” Sound advice and | still stick
toit.

But in ny class |last sumer | had a nunmber of students who opened ny
m nd and eyes to the true neaning of my saying. Fred cane up with a stone in
his hand that he had just faced. In one corner there was beautiful color and
a big splash of color covered the rest of the stone. But in the mddle of the
stone there were black inclusions (called feathers), of potch (non-precious
opal ) and sone grey potch as well. Fred asked ne what he should do. |
suggested that he saw the piece and make two stones w thout the feathers.
Fred went off happy but about a half hour |ater he came back with the stone
untouched. “You know,” he said, “I really like the pattern of this stone the
way it is | think I'lIl keep it in one piece “ Wll it was his stone so | said
okay. About then ny wife, Bobbi, cane by “Ch what a neat stone,” she said.
“Look at the pattern. It is like a forest with the sun rising about it.” (She
al ways sees scenes in the stones, or the clouds for that matter.) So the
forest was saved

Later Ruth cane up with a Lightening R dge nobbi e she was wor ki ng on
There was sonme nice color init but it was quite irregular in outline. Lots
of ins and outs. Well, if we sawed the stone each piece would be very small.
We decided to work on another stone. The next day Ruth told ne she was going
to finish the stone In its natural shape because she hated to waste the
color. It turned out beautifully.

Several other students had simlar experiences. In fact such experiences
are quite common as any opal cutter knows. | used to be |like Fred and Ruth
but | had becone accustoned to cutting for jewelry store type jewelry where
“inmperfections” |like feathers, sand spots, and Irregul ar shapes are not
accepted. In short, | had devel oped a narrow m nded attitude toward what made
an opal attractive and valuable. After all, in the jewelry store market such
“inmperfections” are severely penalized. But the jewelry store market has
nothing to do with the type of jewelry we wear and |ove.

My students tried to teach me to shed ny strait jacket but they only
partially succeeded. It was not until | spent several days recently grading a
| arge parcel of Mntabie potch and color that | finally |learned the | esson-or
relearned it. Time after tinme | would pick up a stone to judge Its potentia
and find a wavy pattern or sone other unusual characteristic. (I no |onger
call theminmperfections!) Finally, instead of thinking that these unusua
characteristics ruined the stone, | began to see the beauty in them Then
realized what | had been allowi ng nyself to do over the |last couple of years.
(continued next page.)



That was the start of this article. I now | ook at the beauty of the whole
stone as | did long ago when | first started cutting and | try to incorporate
t hese character makers into it. | have been very pleasantly surprised to |learn
that a I ot of people like these “Character” stones, as Wlla B. calls them This
goes to prove the old adage ‘By your students you are taught!”

I now use ny adrmonition in a nuch broader sense. Opals can be cut with a
conbi nati on of precious opal and potch showi ng on the top. They can al so be cut
fromthe edge. Sone materials are much brighter fromthe edge but they show
lines of color, perhaps mixed with potch. Still they nmake the nbst interesting
st ones.

In sonme cases the lines of color in the stone do not allow It to be cut on
one |line without having to make several small stones fromthe piece of rough
However, it may be possible to cut such stones so that a different |ine of color
shows in each part of the surface. This nmay require that the top of the stone be
finished as a somewhat wavy done but the result can be quite attractive. For
exanpl e, one of the M ntabie pieces Bobbi appropriated and wears at the shows is
actually three Iines of color. Yet nobody can tell and they are surprised when
we tell them

Recently, an opal cutter showed ne an opal which he was cutting |ike you
would cut a fire agate. It had several pits in it which he carved away. Then he
foll owed the several lines of color to produce a bright stone with a highly
irregular surface like a fire agate. It was a great idea which saved a difficult
but attractive opal

Harol d, an opal holic who cuts all his stones by hand or with a small Drenel
tool showed nme a brilliant red stone. It was one of the nbst beautiful opals |
had ever sold. However, he found a pit near the mddle of the stone. So instead
of sawing the stone in two, he carved out the pit. Hs sister Dottie, wears a
Li ghtning Ridge ring she ~cut by hand. It has two pits in it but you never see
them After many trials and tribulations to convince the gold designer what she
wanted, it was set with gold covering the “beauty nmarks.” Dottie saved the stone
and now people grab her hand to look at it w thout ever seeing any
“inmperfections,” only a beautiful black opal full of color. This, |ovely stone
was cut by using a Lortone Stroker Kit. | could not have done better

Anot her great idea which | have been playing with is faceting the top of an
opaque opal. The facets do not cause a reflection of light as they would on a
regul ar transparent stone, but they do sonething else. The fire color of an opa
depends on the angle that the |ight enters and cones back out of the stone. So
the different facets cause the stone to pick up different light. They seemto
have nore color. | do not use a regular pattern. In fact, since |l don't own a
faceting nachine, | do each facet by hand. It requires a flat |ap and a steady
hand, but this technique produces an attractive final product. Be careful not to
I et the edges get too thin or sharp, as they becone fragile.

There are many other possibilities for cutting a stone. One that should not
be ignored is doublets or triplets. Athin stone is a |ogical candidate. Usually
triplets are cut fromclear material so the black fromthe base stone shows
t hrough. This sinulates a black opal and the results can be spectacul ar
However, some stones are conpletely opaque. Such stones can be saved by adding a
base and/or a cap to strengthen them They are still opaque but now they are
usable for jewelry. (Continued next page.)



Finally, a custoner recently showed ne a faceted opal which showed great
color. Upon careful exam nation | found out that the opal was a thin |line at
the table. The rest was quartz. Not only was it beautiful, but it was nore
serviceable than a faceted solid opal.

So, |l oosen your strait jacket and | ook at each stone with an open and
i nnovative mnd. You will be able to transformand “unfortunate” or
“di saster” stone into a thing of beauty.

EE R R R I R R I R I I R I R R S O R

The information below is about the seminars to be held at the show in
Noverber. The application is on the back cover. If you are interested tear it
off and send it in with your check or noney order.

Sem nars will held Saturday and Sunday. Each seminar will cost $10.00. If all
six sem nars are taken, total cost will be $50.00 which will also include
adni ssion fee for Sunday.

Topics and the tine scheduled for each are as foll ows:

1. SATURDAY 10:30 AM  ELEMENTS OF JEWELRY DESI GN—Presented by Noel Lankin,
Award wi nni ng Desi gner.

2. SATURDAY 1:00 PM OPAL M NI NG I N AUSTRALI A- - Presented by Di ck Koch,
Presi dent of American Opal Society, Inc.

3. SATURDAY. 3:30 PM  PURCHASI NG OPAL ROUGH AND CUT STONES-- Presented by
Ti m Thomas, Opal Deal er.

4. SUNDAY 10: 30 AM TYPES OF OPAL AND FAMOUS OPALS- Presented by Jewett
Pattee, former President of American Opal Society,
I nc.

5. SUNDAY 12: 00 NOON ORI ENTI NG OPAL FOR COLOR—presented by Brian Franks,
Opal Deal er.

6. SUNDAY 2:30 PM EVALUATI NG AND PRI CI NG CUT OPAL. Education conmittee
of Anerican Opal Society, Inc.



This poemis from STRUCK BY LI GHTNI NG, by Les Tayl or.

The Cave-In

The old generator chugged on, quiet and smooth, in the
shade of a tall nearby tree,

Providing the light for the miner below, so that he’'d be
able to see

As he hammered the dirt from the wall’s rock hard face,

And thought of the chances he had in the place.

This searching for opal, he thought, is quite tough.
Yet a man never wants to admit, “that's enough”,

He just keeps on going, the hope always there

That he’ll soon have a fortune, a gemstone quite rare.

He reached for his barrow, away to the right,

Then picked up a shovel, and out went the light!
The “genny” had stopped, he could not reason why,
So he climbed up the shaft, the malfunction to pry.

As he checked on the motor and had a good grumble,
He suddenly heard a quite frightening rumble,

The mine, without warning, had caved in for sure,
And he thought of his end had he been on its floor.

The barrow and shovel are still buried there

And the miner sometimes feels like uttering a prayer
He with gratitude thinks of the “genny” that stopped

A few moments before all that rock he’d have copped.

Well, | guess it’s like that with us all, more or less,

We grumble and growl, when we ought to confess

That quite often some things, troublesome though they be,
Turn out for our good. as we later can see.



I NEWS FROM THE FOUNDING CHAPTER !!!!

June 1989

American Opal Society
Founding Chapter
P.O. Box 3895

Downey, CA 90242 |
| TELEGRAPH RD.

Presi dent Hal Brees 714- 820- 6446 5l g % Segg -
Recordi ng Sec. Cat heri ne Dot en 714-220- 5891 E
Vice Pres Bobbi e G edhi | | 714-828-6850 & @
Treasurer Bill Means 213-560- 3965 s <
Board Menbers: Edit h Gstrander 213- 698- 3985 g
Nancy Means, Sue & Harold 213- 693- 7380 DUNNING \ |
Honor ary Unber son SANTA FE SPRINGS
Menmber s: Bill & Della Judd LIBRARY

General Meetings held on the 2nd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the
Santa Fe Springs Library, 11700 Telegraph Rd., Santa Fe Springs. SANTA FE SPRINGS
See Map. LIBRARY

From the Prez,

Sorry | mssed last nonth’s deadline, but due to recent lay-offs in our
conpany | was sent out of town to work for a week.

Qur Chapter nmeetings these last tow nobnths have gone very snoothly.
April we had M. Larry Bidwell from d endora Gens. He spoke on M neral ogy.
He al so brought a large array of rock specinmens. Very know edgeabl e man.

In May we had Linda Hurr, who gave us a wire-wappi ng denp, she brought
many sanples of her talented work for us to examne. A Big Thank You to both
these talented speakers. The workshop now has a new flat-lap and soon to
have a new trimsaw. At our recent board neeting we voted to change the
wor kshop hours on the third Tuesday each nonth to 7:30pm  Qur board neeting
will be held that day at 6:30pmto 7:430 pm This will cut down travel tine
to one trip out that week instead of twice a week, for our |ong-distance
menbers.

Qur June 8'" Chapter neetings speaker has not been confirnmed at this
nonent. We're planning on M. Walter Johnson who specializes in was castings
and jewelry. ciff Coen, who is very educated in nutrition, wll have a
condensed seminar prepared in case M. Johnson is unable to attend. IN
either case we will receive an A-1 class learning experience from Ciff or
Wl ter.

July is Bingo nonth. Bring your Wite El ephants Wapped. August we my
have Father Floyd Jenkins of Loyola University. He specializes in
Pal eont ol ogy, better known at the science of fossils.

So let’'s see all you nmenbers make a big effort to join our chapter
nmeetings and bring your friends.

Its so good to see when our nenbers cone out; we pray a speedy recovery
to our nenbers who are ill, and good health and happiness to you all. Have a
wonder ful sumer.

Hal & Catherine



Manufacturer Tel: (213) 886-0344
Wholesale (818) 262-2657

SCHULZ & WU INC.
SPECIALIZED IN OPAL JZWELRY
CRYSTAL CAKE TOPS

WERRER SCHULZ YURG WU SCHULZ
2083 iontebello Town Center Graduate Gemologist
hontebello CA 90640 Appraisals & Identification

CULVER CITY ROCK & MINERAL CLUB INC.
PRESENTS ITS
28th ANNUAL

FIESTA OF GEMS

Saturday, July 8, 1989 - 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday, July 9, 1989 - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
SPECIAL EXHIBITS « DEALERS « DEMONSTRATIONS

FREE ADMISSION
VETERANS MEMORIAL AUDITORIUM
OVERLAND AT CULVER BLVD., CULVER CITY, CALIF.
SPONSORED BY THE CULVER CITY PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

WHOLRSALE MAIL ORDER OPAL .PIGI.ALOIT.

Now featuring GEM MOUNTAIN SAPPHIRE GRAVEL
CONCENTRATE in 4F bags. 1/$10 - 2/%$18

EVANS SUPREME GEMS

Bob & Elma Evans

P.O. Box 1330S
SPRING VALLEY, CA 982077 (610) 483.8380

Creative Rainbows
Custom Gems and Jewelry

P.O. Box 980641 Jewett & Dorothea Pattee
Long Beach, CA 90809 213-425-2426

INITIATION FEE: $10.00, DUES $20.00 PER YEAR, AFTER JULY 1ST, $10.00

NO. CHAPTER (NAME):

NAME:

‘ADDRESS:

CITY:

ZIP:

JELEPHONE (AREA): ! (Home)

(Business)

OCCUPATION:

SPECIAL INTEREST:




OFFI CERS AND DI RECTORS

Dl CK KOCH, PRES., 213-927-4372
NCEL LANKIN, 1ST VICE-PRES. 714-529-8031
HAROLD | JMBF. RSON, 2ND VI CE- PRES. 213-693- 7380
DOLORES PROULX, TREAS. 714-596-6396
JOYCE FUNK, SECRETARY, 213-869-0527
JEVETT PATTEE, 213-425-2426 DR ROSS STAMBLER, 213-693-6898
W LLI AM VEATCH, 213-833-8908 EARL CHURCHI LL, 714-962-7154
| DA PROUE, 714-596-6396
DONOTHEA PATTEE, 213-425-2426 EDI TH OSTRANDER, 213-698- 3985

RETURN TO

AMERI CAN OPAL SOCI ETY, | NC
P. 0. BOX 1384.
SOQUTH GATE, CA 90280

FI RST CLASS
FI RST CLASS
Return this part with check or noney order.
NAMVE
ADDRESS APT.
aTyY STATE ZIP

| WOULD LI KE TO ENROL I N THE FOLLOWN NG SEM NARS:
1. 2. 3. 4. 5. 6. ALL

Make checks payable to American Opal Society, Inc.



