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'llIE PREZ SAYS!

The Showis roming close now. Here it is Septemberand 2 rronths isn It that
long whenyou look at the preparations that have to be made.

Jewett and rorothea look like they have the Showwell in hand, and the adver-
tising is placed.

Weneed extra hands to distribute the fliers in all of the showsroming up.
Call Jewett and DorofheaPattee for the fliers.

Due to sane of our old t.irre membersbeinq slowed cbwnby age or pass.inq en
to Opal Heaven, our rrembershipis dwindling. Weare g::>ingto have to start
concentrating on building up our census. It is the responsibility of all
of us to promote interest in, not only, <:p:t.l,but the Society as well. Let's
try to put forth a little effort along these lines.

- Ona call to Lightning Ridge, Australia, homeof the rrost beautiful of stones,
the "Black <:p:t.lCapital", cur a::mversation turned to field prices for cali-
brated stones. HOLDCNTOYOURHATS!Whatused to be 'Ibkyoprices for Red
on Black 85%to 98%full round the stone rolor, was $10,000.00 a carat.
That stone sold on the field for about $5,000.00 a carat. Now,it's $10,000.
for that Red on Black full rolor around the stone, on the field; calibrated
sizes. Whena stone is calibrated for size, you lose a lot rrore weight and
the cost. has gone up.

That's not to say all stones are calibrated, and the Baroque cuts to get
the full rolor and weight, still predaninates rrost cutters wayof grinding.

The ronglOOlOratesare getting bigger and bigger for the top end stones, making
the low end mugstones go wanting for a goodmatket.
Most people don't want less than 50%rolor on black stones, and the lesser
bright stones or rolling flash aren't in big demandfor the over supply,
so, like everything else, only the best holds value ronstantly as in all
rorrrnodities.

Hopefully the rainy season has ended at Coober Pedy and Mintabe so we'll
see more Cpal coming our way. 'Ihe prices for rough and cut material are
steadily rising, so get to the showand get your Opal at the old prices.

See ya there!

Ta r::e, Dick Koch



AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.

1• Cbntest is open to Scx::iety members enly. 'lbere are two (2) divisions.

A. Professional: 'lbose whose primary incxxne is fran the jeYJelry and
gemstone industry.

B. l\mature: 'lbose whose primary inrorne is fran ootside of the jewely
and gemstone industry.

2. Each entry is required to feature opal, or to be entirely of opal. 'lbe
finished item is to fit the broad classification of jewelry; personal
adornment.

3. Ehtries are to be brought to the Cbntest Cornnittee 00 Saturday betYJeen
the hours of 8:00 am and 10:00 am. Each entry mist; be acccmpanied by
a fee of $5.00. Ehtries are limited to three (3) per person. Ehtrant
is responsible for his/her CMI1 insurance, although the Scx::iety will re-
sponsibly handle sul:mitted material.

4. Judging will be by a I=6I1elof judges and will take place Saturday after-
noon, Winners will be announced Sunday rorning.

5. Ehtries mist; remain 00 display until 4:00 pn 00 Sunday.

6. Judging will be en the tasis of:

OPAL:.Q..Iality, rolor, uniqueness, attractiveness and appeal.

SE"1'l'ING:Design, balance, execution and presentation.

7. Prizes are:

FTRSTPLACEPROFESSIOOAL:Plaque and narre on perpetual tro'[i1y. Winner
will be allowed to display said tzophy in hane or shop for one (1)
year, or until show following the present me.

FTRSTPLACEAMATURE:Plaque

SECXl'IDPLACEPROFESSIOOAL& N-1ATURE:Plaque each

'lHIRDPLACEPROFESSIOOAL& N-1ATURE:Plaque each

*** WHEREANDWHEN? ***
" THE OPAL SHOW "

November18 & 19, 1989
california state Universi ty long Beach Student Union D.ri.lding

*** HOW? ***
See Rule II 3 and GETSTARTED1

Any questions? Cbntact Joyce FUnk, hnerican qxtl Scx::iety, Inc. P.O. B::>x1384,
South Gate, CA. 90280. Or call (213) 869-0527 r-Dn.-Fri. 9:00am - 3:3Opn•

._--------- -----------------------------------------



"'"..... NEWS FROM THE FOUNDING CHAPTER

American Opal Society
founding Chapter

P.O. Box 3895
Downey, CA 90242

President Hal Brees
Viae Pres Bobbie Gledhill
Recording Sec. Catherine Doten
Treasurer Bill Means
Board Members: Edith Ostrander
Nancy Means, Sue & Harold Umberson
Honorary Members: Bill & Della Judd

N+714-820-6446
714-828-6850
714-220-5891
213-560-3965
213-698-3985
213-693-7380
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Sept.14th Gen. Meeting

I
TeLEGRAPH RD.

General Meetings held on the 2nd Thursday at 7:30 PM in the
Santa Fe Springs Library, 11700 Telegraph Rd., Santa Fe Springs.
See Map. .

PARK~ dA ....H_ER_E_~
~s
<

DUNNING
SANTA FE SPR'INGS
LIBRARY

Hello!
We're glad our Prez had a wonderful vacation, we were all wondering why he didn't take
us all with him! We tried to hold the club together in his absents, but the threads
keep popping at the seams. We have a Thunderously motivated crowd,waiting for your
return. We're proud to announce four new members to our group.

Welcome! Jeanne Gay, Richard Hawey, Dean and Norma We're all happy to have you!
We all want to wish our Prez Hal Brees a speedy GET WELL, we're sorry you've been sick.

"See?:'Thats what happens when you combine too much Fun and Fish. Get Well Quick!!
In our Aug. Gen. Meeting we had a nice turn out. Thanks for coming.

John Sweden was so kind to introduce Father Floyd Jenkins.
Father Jenkins filled our ears and eyes with a fantastic journey back in time

showing us animals that we could hardly believe really existed.
What a wonderful insite to Palientology! Thank you Father Jenkins for a very enjoyable

evening. And also a Big Thank-You to John Sweden for sharing Father Jenkins with us.
John Sweden was in a car accident several days after t.heimee t.Lngand totalled out

his car. We're all thankful to God John wasn't seriously injured. Our prayers are
with you John and we hope to see you soon.

Nancy Means made two scrumptious cakes and I tell you they were out of this world,
thank-you Nancy. Glad to see you and Bill had a good trip and back safe.

Sept. 14th, at 7:30 another GREAT meeting is planned. Clare Gagnon was so kind to
".agree to come out and teach us Wire Wrapping. HE"S GREAT FOLKS! "Don't Miss this one.

Clare'Sa gentle and patient instructor, at the end of the meeting we'll all be
wirewrappers. Bring your tools with you for bending wire, also a pie~e of cardboard
to lay your things on, bring a measure tape, and of course yourselves.

Tuesdays 7:00, Workshop at Edith's Place (213) 698-3985.

Bring your cans! See you on the 14th, and have a wonderful, safe. and happy summer,
whats left of it. HA! HA!
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PRICELESS DINOSAUR RELIC

An almost cnmplete Plesiosaur skeleton has been found by Clx>berPedy miners
Joe Vilda and George DIDi. 'lb make the find even rrore exciting, the 105-
million-year-old marine reptile has turned to opal. The fossil was unearthed
in the opal mine the two miners were v.Drking and was identified by Dept.
of Mines official Neville Pledge.

The fossil is almost priceless since there is nothtnq to compare it with.
The two miners have been told it is v.Drth $100,000. They plan to sell it
to the highest bidder.

The Plesiosaur woul.d have been three rreters from tip to tip and probably
swamlike a turtle. It looked a bit like a seal with turtle fLappers and
a rreter long neck and tail. It ate fish and squid with its large conical
teth. It was forced to return to the surface for air and dive for food.
So, it swallo.ved rocks to maintain ballast. Some of the "gizzard rocks"
were found with the fossil. '!he head was missing, sane of the tail, and
the tips of the flippers were also missing, otherwise, it was complete.

From Orange Coast Gazzette 8/89 - Rockhound Rumblings/Coastal Waves via The
Tumble Rumble News 7/89.

ANDALSOFROMTHE ORANGECOASTGAZETTE.•.......

At midnight in the museum hall, the fossils gathered for aball,
There were no drums or saxaphones, but just the clatter of
their bones,
A rolling, rattling, carefree circus of mammoth polkas andmazurkas
Pterodactyls and brontosauruses sang ghostly prehistoric
choruses,
Amid the mastodonic wassail, r caught the eye of one smallfossil'
"Cheer up,' sad world," he said, and winked - "It's kind of
fun to be extinct!"

---Ogden Nash courtesy Chips & Tips/Diablo
Diggin's

Through October 15th--"From the Land of the Dragons," $2
verterbrate fossils from the People's Republic of China.

Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County, 900 Exposition
Blvd, L.A. Phone 213/744-3335 for information.



OFFICIAL OPAL BIRTHSTOdE CHART, COURTESY Idaho OPAL CORP.

JANUARY Red/Orange Opal JULY Red Opal
Alternate Honey Matrix Opal Alternate Triplet Opal

FEBRUARY Red/Blue Opal AUGUST Black Opal
Alternate Banded Opal Alternate 'Treated Matnx Opal

MARCH Blue/Green Opal SEPTEMBER Green/ Orange Opal
Alternate Doublet Opal Alternate Precious Honey Opal

APRIL Crystal Opal OCTOBER Any Opal
Alternate Idaho Star Triplet Opal Alternate Any Other Opal

MAY Green Crystal Opal NOVEMBER Mexican Opal
Alternate Idaho Catseye Tnplet Opal Aternate Mexican Matrix Opal

JUNE Boulder Opal DECEMBER Blue Crystal Opal
Alternate Boulder Doublet Opal Alternate Blue Jelley Opal



THE TREATING OF r,1ATRrX OPAL

1. Cut stone to desired shape, but before final p~lish, start treatingprocess.
2. Place stones on oven door at low heat to dry before treating for 2hours.
3. Place stones in a solution of silver nitrate in a jar.Place jar in a pan of water, let cook at a very low heat for 5 hrs.

Set a top on the jar to keep solution from evaporating.
4. Hash stones off and using the sallieprocess - low ~eat _jar and pan of water, place stone in a solution of cameradeveloper for 2 hours.
5. Wash $tones and final polish.
6. If YQu want stones darker, after silv,r nitrate and before,developer, place stone in the sun. Use gloves as silver nitra,tewill turn YQur hands blac~. The developer, just sets the color.

Compliments of:
Andria Bree Gem Company381 N. Magnolia AvenueEl Cajon Shopping CenterEl Cajon, Calif. 92020

"

AUSTRAUAN OPALS WEIGHT CONVERSION CHART

Round Marquise Heartshape .,
Oval

Size (nun) pe/ct Size (mm) 'pe/et Size <nun) pe/ct Size (mm) pc/ct

I.S ,75,0 4x2 0.05 4x4 0.30 5x3 0.15

2.0 50:0 6x3 O.IS 5x5 0.20 6x4 0.25

2.5 25.0 8x4 0.35 6x6 0.40 7x5 0.45

3.0 14.0 10xS 0.60 7x7 0.70 8x6 0.75

3.5 10.0 12x6 1.00 8x8 0.10 . 9x7 1.00

4.0 7.0 Pearshape Opal Bead 10xS 1.50

4.5 4.0 Sx3 0.15 3.0 0.15 IIx9 2.00

5.0 3.0 I 6x4 0.25 3.5 0.25 12xl0 2.50

5.5 2.2 7x5 . 0.40 4.0 0.35 14xl0 3.50

6.0 2.0 8x5 0.50 4.5 0.50 14xl2 4.20

6.5 1.5 Sx6 0.70 5.0 0.70 16xl4 6.00

7.0 1.2 9x6 O.SO 6.0 1.20 18x13 7.00

o TABU OF EQUIV AllNT WEIGHTS

3 4 S 6 ? I 10.OOoLTm

10.970&.1.•.

155S.17CL'.

311.034Gm.

200.00Dwt.

300 600 900 1200 1500 18002100 2400 2700 3000 3300 3600 3900 4.2004100 4800Cr.

500 1000 1500 2000 2500 3000 3500 4000 4500 5000 5100 6000 6220.68P.Gr.~~G~NS~~~ __ L-~-L __L-~~ __ L-~~~~

OLDENCI.. CTS.LL-LL..L.~J..--L-L--L--l~ __L-.l..--'--~ 1515.0O.E.CI:

G~NS

To convert one weight to another simply connect with e vertlcel line.

._--_ .._-_._-- .... -_. --------------------



'lj' Manufacturer
',. Wholesale

Tel: (213) 888.-0344
(818) 282-2697

SCHULZ & WU, INC.
SPECIALIZED IN OPAL JEWELRY

CRYSTAL CAKE TOPS

WERNER OCHULZ
2083 Montebello Tbwn Genter
Montebello, ~. 90640

YUNG WU OCHULZ
Graduate Gemologist

Appraisals & Identification

7
WHOL.EaAL.1: MAIL. ORDER

Now featuring GEM MOUNTAIN SAPPHIRE GRAVEL
CONCENTRA1T in 46 hags. 1/$10 - 2/$18

EVANS SUPREME GEMS
Bob & Elma Evans

. P.O. Box 13015
SPRINO VAL.L.ItY. CA ea077

Creative Rainbows
Custom Gems and Jewelry

P.O. Box 90641
Long Beach, CA 90809

*'
THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.

. , "its 22nd ANNUAL
Y slr5swAND SALE

/I'DIe Opal86w/l

Featuring Opal: Rough, cut stones, and jewelry, Colored Stones, Pearls,
Equipment, Dealers, Displays, Demonstrations and Seminars

November 18th and 19th 1989
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY AT LONG BEACH

1212 Bellflower Blvd., Long Beac'h, CA
Student Union Building

Saturday 10-6 Sunday 10-5
Adults $3.50. with Student I.D., $1.50, under 12, $1.00

FREE PARKING
Bring this coupon for 50¢ off adult admission

For information write: A.O.S., Inc. P.O. Box 1384, South Gate, CA 90280

Jewett & Dorothea Pattee
213-425-2426

SEMINARS, SATURDAY & SUNDAY
Cost: $10.00 each. All six/or $50.

1. Elements of Jewelry Design
2. Opal Mining in Australia
3. Purchasing Opal Rough and Cut Stones
4. Types of Opal and Famous Opals
5. Orienting for Color
6. Evaluating and Pricing Cut Opals

For schedule and application please write:
AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.

P.O. Box 1384
South Gate, CA 90280

And two shows coming up-------------------
Faceter's Fair, Sept. 30, Oct. 1. Orange County Fairgrounds.
Free admission, free parking. Enter Gate 5.

Los Angeles County Fair, Sept 14-0ct 1--Fairgrounds in Pomana.
Gem 'and clineral exhibit is a very fine one with lots of display
cases and dealers. Phone 714/623-3111 for information about
parking and admission.



OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
DICK KOCH, PRES., 213-927-4372
NOEL LAMKIN, 1ST VICE-PRES. 714-529-8031 _

.HAROLD UMBERSON, 2ND VICR-PRES. 211-693-71HO
DOLORES PiWULX, THE1\S. 714-5lJ()-h3lJ6
JOYCE FUNK, SECRETAUY, 21J-U0l)-U527
JE~ETT PATTEE, 213-425-2426 DR. ROSS STAMBLER, 213-693-6898
WILLIAM VZATCH, 213-831-8908 EARL CHURCHILL, 714-962-7154

IDA PROUE, 714-596-6396
DOROTHEA PATTEE, 213-425-242~ EDITH OSTRANDER, 213-698-3985

RETURN TO:
AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.
P.O. BOX 1384
SOUTH GATE, CA 90280

FIRST CLASS

INITIATION FEE: $10.00, DUES $20.00 PER YEAR, AFTER JULY 1ST, $10.00
NO. CHAPTER (NAME): _

NAME: ~ _

ADDRESS: ._.. "_._""__ ." _

CITY: STATE:_"_" --'-- ZIP: _

-TELEPHONE (AREA) :" CHomel CBusinessl _

OCCUPATION: _

SPECIAL INTEREST: __ -..,.. --:- _


