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JEWETT PATTEE, EVITOR

The ~how ~~ ove~, the ~em~na~~ a~e done, the ca~e~ have been ~etu~ned to
~to~age 60~ anothe~ yea~.

W~hout the he!p 06 the Found~ng Chapte~ membe~~, membe~~-at-la~ge and
boa~d membe~~ 06 the Soc~ety, the ~how would neve~ have come 000'

Ha~old Umbe~Mn seemed to be eve~ywhHe, docnt; eve~yth~ng ~equJJted;Bdl
Mean¢ helped cont~nually; D~ck Koch putt~ng up the ~~gn~ and g~v~ng adv~ce
about opal. Ida P~oue ~et up the ca~e d~~play~ng the Opa{ Soc~ety co{l-
ect~on; Dolo~e~ P~ou{x at the doo~ keep~ng t~ack 00 the money 2nd w~~~ng
check~; Joyce Funk p~e~~~ng ove~ the jewe!~y de~~gn conte~t, ~eg~~te~~ng
~vn~na~ attendee~, ~e!{~ng t~cket~ at the doo~ w~h he~ ~on ~ he{p~ng
the~e and anywhe~e he wa~ a~ked to a~~~~t and he'~ not even a membe~;
John Hall and Eve!yn came all the way o~om th~ new home ~n New Mex~co to
he{p; Do~othea wa~ od~ng ~n wheneve~ a p~oblem came up and keep~ng the
c066ee pot go~ng. Me? I wa~ ~p~nn~ng a~ound ~n cont~nua{ c~cle~, t~y~ng
to keep eve~yth~ng go~ng ~~ght.

My thank~ to all I have named and al~o to V~nce Ja~~e!l, Ed~h O~t~ande~
and B{a~ne Mill~on 60~ th~ demon~t~at~on~ on ca~v~ng and opat cutt~n.g.

16 I have le6t anyone out, plea~e 60~g~ve me, but thank~ 60~ you~ he.tp.

A ~pec~l thank~ to Ba~ba~a McCond~a 60~ he~ d~~ptay~ 00 opal and t~ea~u~e~
~he ~ha~ed w~h u~. A{~o Bil{ veatch oo~ ~~ d~~play 00 cut ~~one~
and ~ough.

The ~em~na~~ we~e a g~eat ~ucce~~; eve~yone who attended wa~ ve~y ~p~e~~ed
w~h the p~06e~~~ona~~m and content 06 each one.

My ~pec~{ thank~ to Noe! Lamk~n, T~ Thoma~, B~~n F~ank~, V~ck Koch,
Ro~~ Stamble~, John Hall and Elme~ Reed oo~ th~ lea~ned cont~~but~on~.

I want to thank all 06 you~ who have ~ead ou~ new~tette~ ove~ the pe~~od 06
t~e I have been ed~o~. I hope I have kept you~ ~te~e~t atLve w~h opal
new~ and educat~onal a~t~cle~.

It ~ w~h g~eat p{ea~u~e that I ~t~oduce you~ new ed~o~, Colteen
Gue~~ette who ha~ done an adm~able job ~ the pa~t and will do ~o aga~n.

Goodbye, dea~ o~~end~, Jewett

HAPPY H0 L I VA YS TOA LL ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
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!!!!! NEWS FROM THE FOUNDING CHAPTER "'"..... ,

American Opal Society
Founding Chapter

'.0. Box 3815
Downey, CA 902(2

President Hal Brees
ViGe Pres Bobbie Gledhill
Recording Sec. Catherine Doten
Treasurer Bill Means
Board Members: Edith Ostrander
Nancy Means, Sue & Harold Umberson
Honorary Member: B-L-tl Judd.

714-820-6446
714-828-6850
714-220-5891
213-560-3965
213-698-3985
213-693-7380

General Meetings held on the 2nd Thursday at 7:30 PM In the
Santa Fe Springs Library, 11700 Telegraph Rd., Santa Fe Springs.
See Map.
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IN\'ITED

Eve~yone -L~ -Lnv-L~ed ~o ~he Ch~-L¢~ma¢ Po~iu~k d~nne~, Thu~~day
u ec emb e« 14th, 6:30 pm at the. Santa Fe. Sp~-Lng~ L-Lbftafty.

The So~-Le~y w~ii 6u~n~~h ~he ham. O~he~~ a~e a¢ked ~o 6~~ng
a d-L~h a~ doiiow~ a~c.o~d-Lng to the. -Ln-Lt-Lai06 YOUft ia~t name:

A-1=Ca~~e.~oie
J-R=Ve.~~eftt
S-Z=Saiad

Piea~e b~-Lng you~ own tabie ~eftv~c.e and dec.o~at-Lon~ do~ the
tabie.~.

1d you c.an heip ~et-up be the~e at 6 PM.

The.fte w-Lii be. iot~ ad good dood, good dft-Lend~, pft-Lze~ and
good ~-Lme~.
See you the.~e! Why not bft-Lng a dft-Lend Oft new membeft?

-----------
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It L~ wLth deep ~o~~ow that we rnu~t anrounee the pa~~Lng 06
ou~ 6~Lend, Vella Judd. She, .wLth he~ hu~bandBLll, wa~ one
06 the 60unde~~ 06 the Arne~Lean Opal SoeLety and wo~ked many
yea~~ at p~omotLng the SoeLety.

Vella had beenLn Lll-health 60~ the pa~t ~eve~al yea~~.
Even though ~he eould not pa~tLeLpate LnChapte~ aetLvLtLe~
we alway~ 6elt that ~he wa~ the~e Ln ~pL~Lt.

She pa~~ed away Novembe~ 74th and wa~ laLd to ~e~t at ~o~e
HLll~ Memo~Lal Pa~k, Novembe~ 78th, A~ the annual ~how wa~
takLng plaee that weekend not all 06 u~ we~e able to attend

·the ~e~vLee~, but we a~e ~u~e that Vella would unde~~tand.

She wa~ a g~eat lady and a good 6~iend. We wLll mL~~ he~.
Ou~ hea~t6elt ~ympathy L~ extended to BLll and the othe~
membe~~ 06 the 6amLly.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++



4 Fran the Prez! ,The show has cane and gone.

As usual, Jewett Pattee and his lovely wife, D::>rothea, have done a wonderful.
job for the limited time most retirees have.

Thanks so much for you two being ShowChairpersons and Seminar Cb-ordinators.

I heard only two down-side conrnents fran Dealers on their poor showing, but
had 8 others who said their show sales were a success.

It was hard to fine the Student Union Building on Campus, if your were early,
but signs led to the parking lot and most people found their way into the
show.

Attendance was down fran the Anaheim Convention Center, but they had other
shows going on at the same time and we had lots of looky-loos fran those
other shows. Will look elsewhere for better front exposure and more parking.

The Chapter boot.h did poorly and woul.d be hurting but for the efforts of
all the good people who donated their time and efforts to all the projects ,~
going and show time sales.

Thanks to all who helped make the show a success, and you all know who you
were, please take a deep row for yourself as you all are too numerous to
recount here.

The Seminars seemed to go over with a big bang, for all who talked to rre
after their seminar was over. One such person, said he had so much infor-
mation to contend with, that he was sorry he hadn't taped it so he 'M)uldnIt
forget it all.

The by-laws of Inc. are in the process of being changed to bring all reck
together so the State and IDeal laws of our Charter conform so all can be
run by one body instead of ~ separate units.

Anyone wishing to be naninated for an office in January's election, please
call Joyce Funk, our secretary, at (213)· 869-0527, mon.-frio 7:30am - 4:30pn.
This is for President, Vice-President, and Board Members (three retiring).

Please step forward, we need all the help we can get. Can you do accolli~ting
two nights a month? We nee a Treasurer for the next term, starting in Jan.

A great big thanks to Colleen Guerrette for again accepting the posf.t ion
of Etlitor for our Newsletter. She starts in January 1990 for the second
time.

It has been a fun year as Prez, and thanks to all you good people who have
donated your time and made my year a good one,

Your Prez, Dick Koch

P. S. Last, but not least, a very HAPPY~ to ALL!!!



, NEW S R E LEA S E from G I A 5
THE GEMOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA
MARKETING DEPARTMENT

1660 Stewart Street
SANTA MONICA, CA. 90404

(213) 829-2991
October 1989
FORlMMEDIATERELEASE
CONTACI':Robert C. Karrnnerling

NEWGIA JEWELRYARTS CLASSES SET IN SANTAMONICA

The Gemological Institute of America will offer seven all-new jewelry manu-
facturing arts classes and seminars at its Santa M:mica, California, campus
in 1990.

A comprehensive seminar in channel setting will be offered April 19-20, August
9-10 and october 11-12; and the art of pave setting will be taught February
21-23, April 16-18, May 30-June 1, August 6-8 and October 8-10. Path require
previous setting experience. cabochon Cutting I (February 26-M3.rch 2, July
16-20 and November 26-30) offers basic skills in this valuable art. cabochon
Cutting II (March 5-9, July 23-27 and December 3-7) builds on the beginning
class fuld delves into inlays, repairs and stone fittings.

/- Platinum Fabrication, offered July 5-6 and September 6-7, will explore the
unique properties of this rare metal. WaxCarving, a useful skill for creat-
ing custom jewelry, will be taught June 4-8 and october 15-19. 'Ihe "tricks"
of making and using rubber rrolds will be taught in Mold Making, June 11- 13
and October 22-24.

other jewelry manufacturing arts classes scheduled at Santa Monica include
Basic and Advanced Stone Setting, Pearls, Pearl and Bead Stringing, Jewelry
Repair, Jewelry Design, Custom Jewelry Fabrication, WaxModeling and casting,
and Ornamental Hand Engraving.

Several sessions of the Institute's popular short gemology classes are planned
at the Santa Monica campus. 'Ihe one-week classes, which include Diarrond
Grading, Colored Stone Grading and Gem Identification, all satisfy GIA home
study requirements.

Serving the business side of the jewelry industry, GIA will offer its new
Jeweler Beware seminar, as well as the Jewlery Sales and Jewelry Afpraisal
Procedures seminars.

For a schedule of dates, rrore information, or to register for a class, write
to the GIA Registrar, Dept. PRO1, 1660 Stewart Street, Santa Monica, CA.
90404. Or, call toll-free nationwide (800) 421-7250, ext. 227, or (213)
829-2991, ext. 227. You can register over the phone using VISAor MasterCard.

(For a copy of the original release, contact A.O.S. office (213) 869-0527)

M E M B E R S HIP RENEWAL TIM E

[01apterM3'nb2rs$26. (SEniors$21.)M::mters-at-I.arge$20. (SEniors$15) Fbreign $25.00]
Avoid the rush, fill out below and return with your check or money order.

NAME: TELEPHDNE:
ADDRESS: ~CITY: ~STATE: ~ZIP: _

SENIOR: YES [ ] NO [ i. rnAPI'ER [ i. MEMBER-AT-LARGE [ ] FOREIrn [ i. MEMBERSHIP #:---~-
MAIL 'ID:

AMERICANOPAL SOCIETY, INC.
P.O. BOX 1384

SOUTHGATE, CA. 90280
1990 MEMBERSHIPRENEWAL



The ci~pp~ng~ on th~~ page
a~e 6~om LAPIDARV JOURNAL,
Novembe.~7989.

Repolishing Opals
Although occasionally an opal

may be repolished in its mounting, it
is usually more satisfactory to re-
move it. This is essential if the stone
has been badly scratched or
chipped. If the girdle has been
chipped, the best way to start is to
dop the stone with its back exposed
and make the necessary repair at the
girdle with a slight relief around the
edge to match the existing contour.
Use a well worn lap for shaping, and
polish it in the usual manner.

If it is the dome only that needs to
be smoothed or simply polished, dop
the opal with the dome exposed and
resand or repolish as usual.

Dopping the stone in preparation
for repairing or polishing is of ut-

Opal Find
Australia's Lightning Ridge,
noted for production of fine
black opal, appears to num-
ber another important field
where the gemstone is
found. The new field, ac-
cording to Opalholics, is
called Coocoran, named for
a nearby lake. Several re-
ports have confirmed the
sale of three stones at
$6800 per carat. The materi-
al is described as "beautiful
reds on blue black" ground.

Imost importance. Opal is quite sensi- for the stone-amI quickly apply the
tive to heat, and a valuable gem may dol' and melted wax to the opal,
be ruined if not properly handled. holding it just long enough to set

The following method for repo- the wax. This avoids overhearing the
lishing opals is one that I have used opal yet allows for good adhesion of
for many years with complete sue- the stone to the dol' and, at the same
cess. Prepare a solution of shellac in time, permits easy removal of the
denatured alcohol or acetone at stone from the dop after the work is
about five percent concentration. completed. This can be accom-
Use either stick shellac that has been plished either by warming the metal
crushed to expedite dissolving or dol' until the wax softens or by plac-
commercial shellac solution which ing the dol' and stone in the refrig-
is available in most paint stores and erator for a short time. When cold,
dilute it at about ten parts of shellac the stone usually falls loose easily.
to thirty parts denatured alcohol Many lapidaries prefer to use ep-
(exact proportions are not irnpor- oxy cement or the new super strong
tant). You should save this solution cement for dopping because they do
for future use. Apply a small amount not require heating the dop or
of this shellac solution with a small stone. \X'hile this has some advan-
brush or even the broken end of a rages, it also has the disadvantage of
paper match to the side of the opal requiring time for the cement to set
to be dopped. While waiting for this or dry. Also, it is usually necessary to
to dry-which will take only a rnin- heat the dop in order to remove the
ute-heat a suitable metal dop, such stone after completing the work,'~
as a carpenter's nail (which works and it is often harder to remove the
very well) or a regular metal dop. cement left on the stone. Also, by
Apply melted dopping wax to the using dopping wax, cleaning the
head of the nail-which may be stone is simplified since ordinary

, ground to a proper size and shape denatured alcohol suffices.I~I ~

While attend~ng the Red Ca~pet Show th~~ weekend I
~an ~to two oid 6~~end~ that we haven't ~een at ou~
snou: 6o~ awhile.
One wa~ Claud~ Ha~ght and he~ hu~band Voyie 6~om the
Spence~ Opai M~e~. ClaudLa ¢ay¢ they ~an ~nto ~ome ~eal
good opal ia¢t summen. One vug wughed 13 pounds,
wdh ex.c.ulentc.olo~.
Sometime~ we tend ~o 6o~get ~ha~ beaut~6ul opal c.anbe
60und ~ight he~e ~ the u.s.
Anothe~ old 6~~end wa~ Cia~ence Rudd 6~om Au~t~a~an
Impo~t~ and h~ ~on Joe who ~un~ the bu¢~e~~ now.
Joe sa:...dthey 'a~e gett~ng a good amount 06 ~ough In
good g~ade¢ 6~om Au¢t~atLa.now. He ~ piann~ng to
be at Qua~tzde ~ Feb~ua~y .
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M.:mufacturer
-Wholesale

Tel: (213) 888-0344
(818) 282-2697

SCHULZ & WU, INC.
SPECIALIZED IN OPAL JEWELRY

CRYSTAL CAKE TOPS

\o,'ERNEROCHULZ
2083 Montebello Tbwn Genter
Montebello, ~. 90640

YUNG WU OCHULZ
Graduate Gemologist

Appraisals & Identification

WHOLESALE MAIL OROI!:R O~AL apl[CIALISTa

Now featuri~R GEM MOllNTAJNSAPPIIIRE GRAVEL
CONCENTRATE in 4# bags. 1/$10 - 2/$18

EVANS SUPREME GEMS
Bob & Elma Evans

P.O. Box 1305
SPRING VAL.L.I[Y. CA 82077

At the November30, 1989 neeting of the Board of Directors of the American
Opal Society, Inc., It was proposed that Article XII of the By-Laws,con-
cernig Fbunding Olapter be dropped -and Article XIII be made Article XII.
In this way the Fbunding Olapter and the Cbrporation will becane one body
with one Board of Directors. It was further proposed that there be another
election in March to establish a newBoard of Directors to govern The Amer-
ican Opal Society, Inc.

This proposal will be voted on by the- present Board of Directors of the Amer-
ican Opal Society, Inc. at the January 25, 1990meeting. -

If there is anyone who has any questions regarding this matter, please feel
free to contact any BoardMember. Cbmmentswill also be welcome.

This Proposal will also be open to discussion at the general meeting of the
FoundingOlapter to be held January 11, 1990.

The election announced in the NovemberNewsletter will be i;, t1 0 II!.d _ until
March, 1990. [The. pILe.I.Je.nt b o an d w)...t.t c o n t Ln u e to I.Je.ILVe. unt)"l Lt:s /

I.JUC.e.I.JI.JOILI.Ja.ILe. e.!e.c.te.d.J
Please read the above very carefully. If you have any comments
or feelings regarding the Proposal be sure to attend the January
.!.lL 1990 General meeting. If you don't attend and speak up now then
you will have no choice but to IUD YUJR PEACE!!



OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
DICK KOCH, PRES., 213-927-4372
NOEL LAMKIN, 1ST VICE-PRES. 714-529-8031 _
HAROLD UMBERSON, 2ND VICE-PRES. 213-693-7380
DOLORES PROULX, TREAS. 714-596-6396 .
JOYCE FUNK, SECRETARY, 213-869-0527
JE~ETT PATTEE, 213-425-2426 DR. ROSS STAMBLER, 213-693-6898
WILLIA~ VEATCH, 213-833-8908 ~A~L CHURCHILL, 714-962-7154

_ . IDA PROUE, 714-596-6396
DOROTHEA PATTEE, 213-425-2426 EDITH OSTRANDER, 213-698-3985

AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.
P.O. BOX 1384
SOUTH GATE, CA 90280

: Greetings USA25 ~
. ~RETURN TO:
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