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JEWETT PATTEE, EDITOR

The show 44 oven, the seminarns ane done, the cases have been netunned 2o
stonage forn anothen yean.

Without the help of the Founding Chapzea membens, membens-at-Large and
boand membens of the Socdiety, the show would nevern have come 0f4§.

Harold Umbernson seemed to be evenywhere, doing everything required; BALL
Means helped conitinually; Dick Koch putting up the signs and giving advice
about opal. Ida Proue seX up the case displaying Zhe Opal Society coll-
ection; Dolones Proulx at Zhe doon keeping track of the money and writing
checks; Joyce Funk presiding overn the fewelny design contest, negistening
seminan attendees, selling tickets at the doon with hex son Hem hedping
there and anywhane he was asked to assist and he's not even a memben;

Joan Hall and Evelyn came all the way §rom thein new home in New Mexico Zo
nhelp; Dornothea was §4LL&ing in whenevern a probLem came up and keeping Zhe
cogfee pot goding. Me? 1 was spinning around in continual cincles, Zrnying
to keep everything going night.

My Zhanks to all 1 have named and also to Vince Jannell, Edith Ostranden
and Blaine Millinon fon thein demonstrations on carving and opal cutting.

14 1 have Legt anyone out, please fongive me, but thanks forn yourn help.

A special thanks Zo Barnbara McCondra fon hen displays of opal and Zreasunes
she shared with us. ALso B{LL Veatch fon his display o4 cut siones
and rough.

The seminarns werne a great succeds; everyone who atfended was very Aimpressed
with Zthe professionalism and content o4 each one.

My special thanks to Noel Lamkin, Tim Thomas, Brian Franks, Dick Koch,
Ross Stamblen, John Hall and ELmen Reed fon theirn Leanned contnibutions.

I want to thank afl of youn who have nead our newsletten oven the perndiod o4
time 1 have been editon. 1 hope I have kept youn interest alive with opal
news and educational arniticles.

1t is with great pleasune that 1 initroduce youn new editon, Colleen
Guennette who has done an adminable fob in the past and wilf do &0 again.

Goodbye, dear frniends,...... Jewett

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL!!rtrrrrrrrrrrrrnrrrirrrrrrrprrrrrrrrrrrnnt




mn NEWS FROM THE FOUNDING CHAPTER mm

American Opal Society
Founding Chapter
P.0. Box 3895
Downey, CA 90242

N |
President Hal Brees 714-820-6446
. . . TELEGRAPH RD.
Vice Pres Bobbie Gledhill 714-828-6850 f i
Recording Sec. Catherine Doten 714-220-5891 > " PARK
Treasurer ~ Bill Means 213-560-3965 X[ B ﬂ HERE [
Board Members: Edith Ostrander - 213-698-3985 5 % %
Nancy Means, Sue & Harold Umberson 213-693-7380 E q n
Honorary Member: BAi{f{Z Judd § < \ o
| Meeti held the 2nd Thursd t 7:30 PM in th DUNNING \
Gene eetings held on the 2n ursday at 7: n the :
S::tar:’e Springgs Library, 11700 Telegraph Rd., Santa Fe Springs. SANTA FE SPRINGS
See Map. 7 7 LIBRARY

YOU'RE
INVITED

.i 1Hm:" Hit mm}ﬁ{' _"i it ::Hlmn‘ {ﬂ
T — e

Evernyone 44 Anvited Zo the Chrnistmas Potluck dinnen, Thurnsday
Decemben 14th, 6:30 pm at the Santa Fe Sprdings Librany.

5 S,
The Sccdiety will furnish the ham. Othens ane asked Lo brding
a dish as follows acconding to the initial of yourn Last name:
7 A-T1=Cassenole
J-R=Dessent
S-7=Salad
Please brning youn own table service and decorations forn the
tables.
14 you can help set-up be there at 6 PM.
Therne will be Lots of good food, good frniends, prizes and
good Times.
See you thene! Why not bring a frdiend on new memben?
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1%t is with deep sonnow that we musit anrounce the passing of
oun friend, Defla Judd. She, with hen husbandBill, was one

0f the foundens of the Amenican Opal Society and wornked many
yeans ait promoting the Socdely.

Della had been in illL-healith fon the pasit severnal yeans.
Even though she could not panticipate in Chapten activities
we always felt that she was therne in spinit.

She passed away Novemben 14xth and was Laid to nest at nose
Hills Memonial Pank, Novemben 18%th, As the annual show was
Zaking place that weekend not all of us werne able to attend
‘the senvices, but we ane sune that Della would undenstand.

She was a great Lady and a good friend. We will miss hen.
Oun hearntfelt sympathy 44 extended to BiLL and the otnexn
- membens of Zhe family.
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From the Prez!
The show has come and gone.

As usual, Jewett Pattee and his lovely wife, Dorothea, have done a wonderful
job for the limited time most retirees have.

Thanks so much for you two being Show Chairpersons and Seminar Co-ordinators.

I heard only two down-side comments from Dealers on their poor showing, but
had 8 others who said their show sales were a success.

It was hard to fine the Student Union Building on Campus, if your were early,
but signs led to the parking lot and most people found their way into the
show.

Attendance was down from the Anaheim Convention Center, but they had other
shows going on at the same time and we had lots of looky-loos from those
other shows. Will look elsewhere for better front exposure and more parking.

The Chapter booth did poorly and would be hurting but for the efforts of
all the good people who donated their time and efforts to all the projects
going and show time sales.

Thanks to all who helped make the show a success, and you all know who you
were, please take a deep bow for yourself as you all are too numerous to

recount here.

The Seminars seemed to go over with a big bang, for all who talked to me.
after their seminar was over. One such person, said he had so much infor-
mation to contend with, that he was sorry he hadn't taped it so he wouldn't
forget it all.

The by-laws of Inc. are in the process of being changed to bring all back
together so the State and Local laws of our Charter conform so all can be
run by one body instead of two separate units.

Anyone wishing to be nominated for an office in January's election, please
call Joyce Funk, our secretary, at (213) 869-0527, mon.-fri. 7:30am - 4:30pm.
This is for President, Vice-President, and Board Members (three retiring).

Please step forward, we need all the help we can get. Can you do accounting
two nights a month? We nee a Treasurer for the next term, starting in Jan.

A great big thanks to Colleen Guerrette for again accepting the position
of Fditor for our Newsletter. She starts in January 1990 for the second

time.

It has been a fun year as Prez, and thanks to all you good people who have
donated your time and made my year a good one.

Your Prez, Dick Koch

P.S. Last, but not least, a very HAPPY HOLIDAYS to ALL !!!




NEWS RELEASE from GIA

THE GEMOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 1660 Stewart Street

MARKETING DEPARTMENT SANTA MONICA, CA. 90404
(213) 829-2991

October 1989
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
CONTACT: Robert C. Kammerling

NEW GIA JEWELRY ARTS CLASSES SET IN SANTA MONICA

The Gemological Institute of America will offer seven all-new jewelry manu-
facturing arts classes and seminars at its Santa Monica, California, campus
in 1990.

A comprehensive seminar in channel setting will be offered April 19-20, August
9-10 and October 11-12; and the art of pave setting will be taught February
21-23, April 16-18, May 30-June 1, August 6-8 and October 8-10. Both require
previous setting experience. Cabochon Cutting I (February 26-March 2, July
16-20 and November 26-30) offers basic skills in this valuable art. Cabochon
Cutting II (March 5-9, July 23-27 and December 3-7) builds on the beginning
class and delves into inlays, -repairs and stone fittings.

= Platinum Fabrication, offered July 5-6 and September 6-7, will explore the
unique properties of this rare metal. Wax Carving, a useful skill for creat-
ing custom jewelry, will be taught June 4-8 and October 15-19. The "tricks"
of making and using rubber molds will be taught in Mold Making, June 11-13
and October 22-24.

Other jewelry manufacturing arts classes scheduled at Santa Monica include
Basic and Advanced Stone Setting, Pearls, Pearl and Bead Stringing, Jewelry
Repair, Jewelry Design, Custom Jewelry Fabrication, Wax Modeling and Casting,
and Ornamental Hand Engraving.

Several sessions of the Institute's popular short gemology classes are planned
at the Santa Monica campus. The one-week classes, which include Diamond
Grading, Colored Stone Grading and Gem Identification, all satisfy GIA home
study requirements.

Serving the business side of the jewelry industry, GIA will offer its new
Jeweler Beware seminar, as well as the Jewlery Sales and Jewelry Appraisal
Procedures seminars.

For a schedule of dates, more information, or to register for a class, write
to the GIA Registrar, Dept. PR0O1, 1660 Stewart Street, Santa Monica, CA.
90404. Or, call toll-free nationwide (800) 421-7250, ext. 227, or (213)
829-2991, ext. 227. You can register over the phone using VISA or MasterCard.
(For a copy of the original release, contact A.0.S. office (213) 869-0527)

MEMBERGSHTIP RENEWAL TIME

{Chapter Mambers $26. (Seniars $21.) Members—at-large $20. (Seniors $15) Fareign $25.00]
Avoid the rush, fill out below and return with your check or money order.

NAME: TELEPHONE: ( ) -
ADDRESS: CITY: STATE: 2IP:
SENIOR: YES [ ] NO [ ], CHAPTER [ ], MEMBER-AT-LARGE [ ] FOREI®N [ ], MEMBERSHIP #:
MAIL TO:

AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.
P.O. BOX 1384
SOUTH GATE, CA, 90280
1990 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL




The clippings on this page
ane from LAPIDARY JOURNAL,
Novembern 1989.

Repolishing Opals

Although occasionally an opal
may be repolished in its mounting, it
is usually more satisfactory to re-
move it. This is essential if the stone
has been badly scratched or
chipped. If the girdle has pecn
chipped, the best way to start 1s to
dop the stone with its back exposed
and make the necessary repair at the
girdle with a slight relief around the
edge to match the existing contour.
Use a well worn lap for shaping, and
polish it in the usual manner.

If it is the dome only that needs to
be smoothed or simply polished, dop
the opal with the dome exposed and
resand or repolish as usual.

Dopping the stone in preparation
for repairing or polishing is of ut-

Opal Find

Australia’s Lightning Ridge,
noted for production of fine
black opal, appears to num-
ber another important field
where the gemstone is
found. The new field, ac-
cording to Opalholics, s
called Coocoran, named for
a nearby lake. Several re-
ports have confirmed the
sale of three stones at
$6800 per carat. The materi-
al is described as “beautiful
reds on blue black” ground.

|t

most importance. Opal is quite sensi-
tive to heat, and a valuable gem may
be ruined if not properly handled.
The following method for repo-
lishing opals is one that I have used
for many years with complete suc-
cess. Prepare a solution of shellac in
denatured alcohol or acetone at
about five percent concentration.
Use either stick shellac that has been
crushed to expedite dissolving or
commercial shellac solution which
is available in most paint stores and
dilute it at about ten parts of shellac
to thirty parts denatured alcohol

- (exact proportions are not impor-

tant). You should save this solution
for future use. Apply a small amount
of this shellac solution with a small
brush or even the broken end of a
paper match to the side of the opal
to be dopped. While waiting for this
to dry—which will take only a min-
ute—heat a suitable metal dop, such
as a carpenter’s nail (which works
very well) or a regular metal dop.
Apply melted dopping wax to the
head of the nail—which may be
ground to a proper size and shape

for the stone—and quickly a.pi)ly the
dop and mclted wax to the opal,
holding it just long enough to sct

the wax. This avoids overheating the

opal yet allows for good adhesion of
the stone to the dop and, at the samie
time, permits easy removal of the
stone from the dop after the work is
completed. This can be accom-
plished either by warming the metal
dop until the wax softens or by plac-
ing the dop and stone in the refrig-
erator for a short time. When cold,
the stone usually falls loose easily.
Many lapidaries prefer to use ep-
oxy cement or the new super strong
cement for dopping because they do
not require heating the dop or
stone. While this has some advan-
tages, it also has the disadvantage of
requiring time for the cement to set
or dry. Also, it is usually necessary to
heat the dop in order to remove the
stone after completing the work,”
and it is often harder to remove the
cement left on the stone. Also, by
using dopping wax, cleaning the
stone is simplified since ordinary
denatured alcohol suffices.

While attending the Red Carpet Show Znis weekend 1
nan into two ofd friends that we haven't seen at our

show forn awhile.

One was Claudia Haight and her husband Doyle from Zthe
Spencen Opal Mines. Claudia says they nan into some neal

good opal Last summer.
with excellent colon.

One vug weighed 13 pounds,

Sometimes we tend to fonget that beautiful opal can be

found night hene in zhe U.S.

Anothen old grniend was CLarence Ruqd fnom Ausiralian
Imponts and his son Joe who runs Zhe business n?w.’
Joe said they are getting a good amount 0f rougn 4in

good grades fnom Australia now.

be at Quantzite in Februarny

He is planning Zo
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Manufacturer Tel: (213) 888-0344
Wholesale (818) 282-2697

SCHULZ & WU, INC.
SPECIALIZED IN OPAL JEWELRY
CRYSTAL CAKE TOPS

WERNER SCHULZ YUNG WU SCHULZ
2083 Montebello Town Center Graduate Gemologist
Montebello, CA. 90640 Appraisals & Identification
WHOLESALE MAIL ORDER OPAL .P!GIALIBTS
Now featuring GEM MOUNTATN SAPPHIRE G
ne 5 VL 1 7 I4 rR/\VEL
T CONCENTRATE in 4# bags. 1/$10 - 2/$18

MDD S E2S
. /é@ﬁ Z0NS EVANS SUPREME GEMS

Bob & Elma Evans

-

P.O. Box 1305 .
BPRING VALLEY, CA 92077 (610) 463.8360

PROPOSAL

At the November 30, 1989 meeting of the Board of Directors of the American
Opal Society, Inc., It was proposed that Article XITI of the By-Laws, oon-
. cernig Founding Chapter be dropped -and Article XIITI be made Article XII.
In this way the Founding Chapter and the Corporation will become one body
with one Board of Directors. It was further proposed that there be another
election in March to establish a new Board of Directors to govern The Amer-
ican Opal Society, Inc.

This proposal will be voted on by the present Board of Directors of the Amer-
ican Opal Society, Inc. at the January 25, 1990 meeting.

If there is anyone who has any questions regarding this matter, please feel
free to contact any Board Member. Comments will also be weloome.

This Proposal will also be open to discussion at the general meeting of the
Founding Chapter to be held January 11, 1990.

The election announced in the November Newsletter will be Zabfed  until

March, 1990. (The present boarnd will continue Zo serve until its!
sucessons ane elected.)

Please read the above very carefully. If you have any comments

or feelings regarding the Proposal be sure to attend the January

11, 1990 General meeting. If you don't attend and speak up now then

you will have no choice but to HOLD YOUR PEACE!!




OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

DICKX KOCH, PRES., 213-927-4372

NOEL LAMKIN, IST VICE-PRES. 714-529-3031 .

HAROLD UMBERSON, 2ND VICE-PRES. 213-693-7380

DOLORES PROULX, TREAS. 714-596-6396

JOYCE FUNK, SECRETARY, 213-869-0527

JEWETT PATTEE, 213-425-2426 DR. ROSS STAMBLER, 213-693-6898
WILLIAY VEATICH, 213—833-8908 ZARL CHURCHILL, 714-962-7154

. - IDA PROUE, 714-596-6396
DOROTHEA PATTEE, 213- ~425-2426 EDITH OSTRANDER, 213-698-3985

Greetmgs U5A25

RETURN TO:

AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC. /
P.0. BOX 1384 ﬂg
SOUTH GATE, CA 90280 ¢

FIRST CLASS




