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FROM THE PREZI!!

A helated Happy New Ueat.

As the holiday mail lost our letter and other material hefore it L~
gok to the editor and printer, please accept the apnlagies aof w§ ;/;}
myself and the staff for there being no "Opal Express"” for January. G

When you receive this Newsletker, the American Opal $ociety, Inc.,
board will have made it possible to have the hoarn far Chapter
and $ociety, Inc., all rolled inka one.

Therefore, there will he an election af officers for Inc. only,
and your ahsentee hallaots from wherever will he counted ak the
March 8 meeting.

All of thase who are able ko atkend the March 8 meeking are urged
to 2o so.  Rememher, only those with paid up dues are eligihle
to voke.

It has heen a gond year for me, with countless help from sveryone.
My heartfelt thanks to all who have helped and given their moral
suppart to keep us a going ahead group.

$arry we lust the Anaheim Canvention Center, hut they renovaten
and built more parking. $o we maved to the anly 10,000 sguare
font huilding available within aur bumaget. If we don't find any-
thing else by March 22, 1990, we'll ask for the UCLB Student lnion
Building again. If you have a loral huilding with 10,000 sguare
feet or more, for a nominal fee, we can rent in Octoher far this
year's Shaw, please contact Jouce at 213-869-0527 and give her the TN
details to investigate. S

$amenne asked for Norwalk again. We'1l ask them, hut their securiby
and cleanup fees oere going aouk of sight the last year we were there.

De need new hlomd on the $ociety's bpard of directors, and a new
Show Chairman oho will get help from Jewetk Paktee, iT needed.

Anyone who can donate 4-10 hours a month and two days in Octoher .
for the $how, please step forward and receive all the camaraderie LT
of your fellow opalholics. o

Thanks again for all the help I've received.
$incerely, Dick Koch, your Presz!!




ABSENTEE BALLOT

1990 ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS

(Please return no later than February 15, 1990)

PRESTDENT
DICK KOCH
ROBERTA GLEDHILL
1ST VICE PRESIDENT
HAROLD UMBERSON

ZND VICE PRESTDENT

RECORDING SECRETARY / GENERAL MEETING
JEANNE GAY
TREASURER
BILL MEANS

BOARD MEMBERS
(There are 5 openings, 3-3 year, 2-1 year term.)

ROSS STAMBLER
CATHERINE DOTTEN
NANCY MEANS
BILL MEANS
RICHARD HARVEY
HAROLD ANDERSON
ROBERTA GLEDHTLL

MATL TO:
AMERTCAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.

P.O. BOX 1384
SOUTH GATE, CA. 90280

Thank you for your continued interest and support

in your American Opal Society.
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. From the House of Tibara . -3-

HOW TO SAVE MONEY, TIME AND GRIEF WHEN BUYING OPAL ...vvvius

All us Opalholics need constant reminders dbout buving opal in the
roush, Like anything else, there are some ways better than others, None
are flawless, but still...

1. Keep all your observations in a notebook.

2. Check the weight of the prospective purchase, Calculate the cost
per gran. Carry a calculator or ask us to do it for vou. A U.S.
ounce has 28,35 grams/ounce. So divide 28 or 29 into the weidht
to get cost/gram,

3, DO NOT BUY EMOTIONALLY., I know this is strictly impossible, but
?OR%E yourself to be as objective as possible, then listen to vour "gut
eelings.”

Look for the following:

d. Base color,

b. Translucence.

C. Fire colors,

d. Fire intensity. _ , ,

= %ua%;tv of fire band - thin vs, thick, full vs, partial pene-

ration.

f. Size of finished stone from rough and anount of waste as
related to cost, , . ,

g. Rough characteristics, e.9., cracks, thin vs, thick, sand pits,
gypsum shots, spider webs, etc. = ’ _

h. Face cobbing for facing characteristics, e.g., fire type, fire

~directionality.

1. Presence of hydrophane--chalky substance,

j. Signs of abuse--cracks, conchoidal fractures, broken edges,
chips, softness.

After considering the above, then ask your feelings, If you want
an expanded explanation of item three above, come to the show and we'll
have a reading for you.

4, Try to buy your rough dry. All dealers, myself included, sell their
opal in water--not to deceive, but rather to improve what you perceive.
What? Wetting any roush material makes the stone reflect light more as
though it were polished; hence, moking it easier to determine its true
value, When you locate the wet material you like, ask the owner if you
may allow it to dry. If you're my custamer, I want you to do this so
that you can see any flaws that may be filled up bh the water covering it.




(Opal Buying Tips...Continued)

If you buy it, then you know what you're getting: there are no surprises.
You are more likely to come back to The House of Tibara aaain. Please
remember that we do not use water for deception, but rather for improved
perception, The same applies to domes--they magnify the best and the
worst characteristics of a stone.

5, When buying opal always take your penlight with you, Why? a. It

provides a precise bean of light on any specific area of a stone.

b. The light can be used to illuminate the interior of any gem--trans-

parent, jelly or crystal material so that fractures, sand pits (also

called gypsum shots), and other imperfections can be detected. Again,

g$uT_gg bu%ég%.w1th YOur eyes open--s0 Keep your eyes open for House
ibara :

6. Ask the dealer for his opinion on the rough. Compare his thoughts
with your own. Pick his brain. Then, remember we don’t know everything,

so form your own opinion.

7. Shop ground, We want vou to do this because we think comparison
shopping is our strongest advertisement.

8., Compute the finished price per carat using a 20% recovery fee. Come
to the show and I‘11 show you how.

9, After doing all this, if all the lidhts are green, ask yourself if
you have the cutting skills to cut the piece. If so, go for it!

We might have left something out here, but not intentionally. We feel
that the more you know, the better and more informed a purchase you'll
moke. We think this is good for both of us because we DO NOT WANT YOU
TO BUY ANYTHING FROM US THAT YOU WON'T BE HAPPY WITH.

Respectfully yours, Tim and Barbara Thomas
The House of Tibara

7573 No. Fancher

Clovis, CA 93612

209-299-5123

(Shown by appointment only) -




OPALS, from "ANN of GERSTEIN" to YOWAH NUTS
(From "COLORED STONE", Sept./Oct.,l989)

When Sir Walter Scott wrote "Anne of Gerstein" to pay off creditors in hes
last lean years, he wasn't doing the opal industry any favors. The story
that linked the heroine's jewel and her untimely demise only served to per-
petuate the old wive's tales that had always surrounded this magnificent
stone.

Choose any century in recorded time and you'll unearth an opal-as-omen legend.
Beleive--as did the ancient Romans, for instance--that the stone brought
great good fortune. Or opt for the gloom-and-doom theories which, coincident-
ally, started to surface at the turn of the century when an increasing demand
for opals began to threaten the supremacy of the diamond industry. Suffice
it to say, opals have gotten a bum rap--at least in the United States where
many woment equate them with "tears."

Derived from the Greek word "opallos," meaning "to see a change (of color),"
opal is a formation of non-crystalline silica gel (gemologists call it hy-
drated silica gel) with a chemical formula of SiOZ—HZO.

When the waters parted eons ago, they left in their wake what is now the
semi-desert continent of Australia. The land that was once under water
yielded rich deposits of opalized wood, bones and sea creatures and provided
an environment perfectly suited for the formation of opal. Silica gel that
had seeped into the fissures and crevices of the earth's sedimentary strata
hardened through the millenia to become the gem stone opal. Today, Australia
produces over 90 percent of the world's supply.

It wasn't until the early 1960s and the development of the electron micro-
scope that science could demistify the cause of the stone's flashing colors.
I was discovered that opal is composed of minute particles of silica packed
closely into spherical aggregates. In high-quality opal, the larger spheres
are packed together in a curiously precise pattern with regular three-dimin-
sional groups of unfilled spaces--or voids--between the spheres. Spectacular
color is created when light passing through the transparent spheres is scat-
tered by the many voids, and diffraction splits white light into its component
colors at various angles. (Spheres measure less that 1/1000 mm, with the
larger spheres providing the red fire, and the smaller, the green-to-violet.)

Because only a small percentage of all opal mined could be termed precious,
production is infinitesimal compared to that of other gemstones. Most opal,
or potch, has little or no color play and is often used to back up doublets
or triplets.

As Simple as Black and White
Solid opal is divided into two major categories--light and dark--and apart
from the color play of precious opal, all have a background or base color
caused by the degree and type of impurity inherent in the gem. Base colors
include white, grey, semi-black and black, and any of the group may be opaque,
translucent or transparent.

Black opal, the rarest and most valuable, is generally found as a bar of
various colors forming natural water horizontals in dark grey to black potch
"nobbies" or "nodules." Its unique dark background is lit by brilliant fire
from within, with colors ranging from red through the spectrum to green-blues
and purple. While red is often the most sought-after color because of its
flashiness, rarity and "good press', dealers themselves seem to prefer the
orange-green color configurations as being more pleasing to the eye.

Lightning Ridge in New South Wales and Mintabie in south Australia produce
99.9 percent of the world's supply of black opal, but as of this writing,
Mintabie black is extremely short, and what little is available has been
offered as cut and polished goods.
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Opals, from "Anne of Gerstain" to Yowah Nuts (continued).

Semi-black, also found in these two areas, tends to be grey in color, without
the brilliance of black and is therefore, not as valuable.

Light (or white) opal, mined chiefly at Coober Pedy, S.A., ranges from trans-
parent or translucent to opague with a creamy underhue that predominates
over its diffracted colors. The group includes sub-varieties like jelly,
crysta, common light and grey opal. Although some of the world's finest
white solid opal once came out of Andamooka (southeast of Coober Pedy), no
recent finds have been discovered and very little activity takes place there
today. (Most of the town's residents now work at the nearby uranium mine
tn Roxby Downs.)

Boulder black, boulder baroque and boulder opal are all synonyms for the
rapidly rising star in the galaxy of precious opal. Classified as "boulder
opal" by the GIA, this special type is mined only in the semi-desert regions
of Queensland.

Boulder opal, created by a curious formation of silica which has filled the
cracks and revices in light and dark brown ironstone boulder, is easily iden-
tifiable. The stones, which can display the same darkness and brilliance
as high-quality black, are cut with the natural host rock left on the back.
Sometimes the opal seams are so thin, the boulders are sawed into free-form
shapes with patches of ironstone visible on the front surface. Small boulders
containing kernels of opal are known as 'Yowah nuts" after the nearby town.

Boulders can be light or black, opaque or transparent, and may fall into
any of the previously mentioned categories, i.e. jelly and crystal. Boulder
matrix opal is distinguished by flecks of flashing colors scattered through-
out the brown ironstone.

Purists--like the Japanese and the Germans--undoubtedly will continue to
demand solid ipal and balk at paying for the weight of the ironstone. But
the rest of the world is taking boulder to its bosom and it bids fair to
give the sought-after black a run for its money.

NEWS FROM LIGHTNING RIDGE

On the latest conversation with my Lightning Ridge contact, Joanie R., She
said it's "Bloddy Hot" and not much doing.

Barbara Mc is back in town, Lightning Ridge, and back to the Coocran Rush.
We hope to hear something positive from her soon.

The Chinese thought that with Christmas ocoming in December, that the would
lower the prices for good red on black. Those that had a little back-log
of money, held out, and prices didn't drop.

There is good opal coming out of Glengarry and Grawin, in dribbles and drabs.
It is really too hot to mine full time during the daytime hours.

The best time for a visit to Lightning Ridge & Coober Pedy is during our
Springtime season, from around Easter through June. The Prez!

If you have read or heard anything educational, funny or just plain interes-
ting, send it in, who knows you may become an overnight celebrity with an
article bearing your name, published in the '"Opal Express'. Then you could
tell all your friends, "I've been published."

Address all ideas to: The American Opal Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1384
South Gate, CA. 90280
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+* WERNER SCHULZ
* 2083 Montebello Town Center
Montd:ello, CA. 90640
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WHOLESALE MAIL ORDER

Bob & Elma Evans

P.O. Box 1308
SPRING VALLEY, CA 92077
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OPAL sPrRCIALISTS T

Now featuring GEM MOUNTAIN SAPPHIRE GRAVEL 4
CONCENTRATE in 4f bags. 1/$10 - i

EVANS SUPREME GEMS

(619) 463.83680
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Creative Rainbows
Custom Gems and Jewelry

I P.O. Box 90641
I Long Beach, CA 90809
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Jewett & Dorothea Pattee
213-425-2426
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Tel: (213) 888-0344
{818) 282-2697

SCHULZ & WU, INC.
SPECIALIZED IN OPAL JEWELRY
CRYSTAL CAKE TOPS

YUNG WU SCHULZ
Graduate Gemologist
Appraisals & Identification
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1990 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM
NAME : TELEPHONE: ( ) -
ADDRESS: APARTMENT':
CITY: STATE: ZIP:
SENIOR: YES [ ] NO [ ], MEMBERSHIP NUMBER (IF KNOWN) :
MATI, TO:

AMERTCAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.

Any gquestions,

P.O. BOX 1384
SOUTH GATE, CA. 90280

don't hesitate to contact Joyce at the office, (213) 869-0527.
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AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY -

OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS
DICK KOCH, PRESIDENT 213-927-4372 WILLIAM VEATCH 213-833-8908
NOEL LAMKIN, 1ST VP 714-529-8031 DOROTHEA PATTEE 213-425-2426

HAROLD UMBERSON, ZND VP 213-693-7380 DR. ROSS STAMBLER 213-693-6898
DOLORES PROULX, TREAS. 714-596-6396 EARL CHURCHILL 714-962-7154

JOYCE FUNK, SECRETARY 213-869-0527 IDA PROUE 714-596-6396
JEWETT PATTEE 213-425-2426 EDITH OSTRANDER 213-698-3985
RETURN TO:

AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
P. O. BOX 1384
SOUTH GATE, CA 90280

FIRST CLASS

THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY MEETS

GOSFREE“M&' -‘>:!

ALBURTUS

PARK HERE ON THE SECOND THURSDAY OF
m HERE EACH MONTH. . .
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DUNNING \ .
 SANTA FE SPHINGS
LIBRARY




