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FROM THE PREZ ! ! ! ‘\

This may be my last letter to you as the Prez. A
I
In asking for new blood on the Board, I wish to apologize for any misunder-
standings. If half of the Board is retained and half is replaced; new ideas
can be incorporated, and old ideas, tried and failed, can be avoided through
the experience of the older half of the Board.

In talking to several people who attend the meetings, they asked why they
couldn't make a motion to the Board, for it to act on.

As in all businesses, the appointed few are not above anyone nor are they
immortal. They are voted in to take care of the Society's daily business
as an incorporated entity.

Sooooooooooooooooo, do like all grass root politics, and get the ear of 2
or more Board members to present your ideas at the Board meeting in order
to get it voted on and become a part of your Society. Only the Board can
act on any given motion presented before it, and your ideas live and die
as to how many Board members you can sway your way on any subject.

Iletters are a good way to present an item to the Board for consideration.
Again, it may be a good idea to contact a couple of Board members by phone,
just to get a reaction. Has this idea been brought up before? Does it sound
like a worth-while pursuit? After getting these questions answered, proceed
with your letter. It will be brought up and you will get an answer one way

or the other.

A lotof times people hesitate to ask questions or make suggestions because
they feel that it isn't their place, but it is. This is your Society and
the Board is there to, not only take care of normal business, but also to
represent you, the general membership, either as a:group or as an individual.

Attend meeting, ask questions from the floor, but don't interrupt the pro-
ceedings in progress, wait to be recognized by the Chair. If it happens
that time runs short and your question isn't gotten to, have a few of your
fellow member: contact the board by phone or letter and take action that way.

If you feel that you have a valid suggestion and don't act on it, then there
can be no complaint. We, the Board have to hear from you in order to know
what you expect from the Society.

Iets get The American Opal Society on the upswing. Get in there, roll up
your sleeves and put forth some effort. Bring in your friends and associates
and make this a vibrant, good fellowship group to be proud of. Please come

out and help.




This interim between January voting and the March Vote has made the trans-
ition hard to get the meetings on their way, but have a few planned for the
upcomming. Do you have a presentation you'd like to show at ocne of the meet-
ings? Contact the office or send a letter with an outline. Any subject
will be considered. YOUR PREZ, DICK KOCH
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From the desk of the secretary:

We have lost two more advertisers from our news letter, leaving us only
one. If you know of anyone that might be interested in one full year of
business card sized space, have them contact me at (213) 869-0527. They
can reach me mon, - fri, 8:00 am - 4:00 pm. Thank you, Joyce Funk




NEWS FROM THE SOCIETY CHAPTER GENERAL MEETING

FEBRUARY 08, 1990

In the absence of Hal Brees, Bobby Gledhill opened the meeting at 7:25 with
the Pledge of Allegiance led by Nancy Means.

Courtesy of Joe Huddle, there was quite an impressive display of a variety
of stones he had cut, polished and mounted in belt buckles and bolo slides.
There was really some beautiful work on display. Thank you again Joe for
sharing this with us.

The main topic of this meeting was grading and evaluation of Opal.

Our President, equipped with Opal pre-graded in the field in Australia, gave
us a valuable lesson on how this precious stone is graded according to base
color, fire colors and intensity. Then using these factors in combination
with appeal factor (market rating), reaching the end carat price.

We were each given a chart to work with as an outline. By using this chart,
we each had the chance to evaluate a few stones, without being told what
they had glready been graded at by professionals. Of course most of us over
evaluated. T guess we use our hearts instead of our heads. That's probably
why there are professionals.

This was truly a lesson that should not have been missed by anyone interested
in Opal. Maybe we can get a repeat later in the year.

We would also like to thank those who donated the goodies for the refreshment
table as well as the raffle table.

It was also brought up that there are only three hand painted sweatshirts
so, if you haven't got yours yet, you better hurry.

Due to the limited time, meeting was adjourned at 8:45 so we could be out

by 9:00. /gy“ym

Recording secretary, this meeting;

ST. PATRICKS POT LUCK

Everyone is invited to the St. Patrick's Potluck dinner, Thursday, March
8, 1990, 7:00 SHARP, as we have to be cleaned up and out by 9:00 pm.

All attending are asked to bring a dish according to the initial of their
last name as follows:

I DESSERT
R = SALAD
- Z = CASSEROLE
if possible, a decoration for the

Please bring your own table service and,
tables.

If you can help with the set-up, please be there by 6 pm.

There will be all kinds of good food, good friends, good times and prizes
too. What more could you ask for? Bring a friend or a prospective new member

or both.
See you there.

Please check with your friends. Ask them if they have renewed their mem-
bership dues for 1990 yet. There are still quite a few members we haven't
heard from yet and, I'm sorry to say that they will not receive this issue.
So theywill miss out on the above party unless someone contacts them.

it
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THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY MEETS
HERE ON THE SECOND THURSDAY OF
EACH MONTH... AT 7:00 PM
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term, the value of gemstones produced
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of the gems.
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{(green), and thulite. :

Idaho is the only place in the world, besides India, that produces significant
amounts of star garnet. The primary sources of Idaho star garnet are the
placer deposits on the East Fork of FEmerald Creek and its tributary gulches
in Benewah County. Additionally, star garnets are produced from the placers
of Purdue Creek in Latah County.

These almandite garnets are translucent, purplish-red stones that show four-
or six-ray stars when cabochon cut, or are transparent deep red stones that
can be faceted. The asterism is the result of silky rutile inclusions.

Faceted gemstones sell for $5 to $10 per carat wholesale and cabachon-cut
star garnets have a wholesale market value of $15 to $100 per carat depen-
ding on the number of rays present and the overall quality of the stone.
The wholesale market value of garnet rough is between 4 and 5 cents per carat
for the facet-grade material and as much as 50 cents per carat for the gest
quality six-ray star material. The average value for all of the rough ma-
terial is about 10 cents per carat.




IDAHO: The Gem State (continued)

In addition to garnet production along the Emerald and Purdue creeks, garnets
are being commercially produced from the area of the Little North Fork and
North Fork of the Clearwater River in Clearwater County. These garnets range
from purplish rose-red to a highlyprized "special pink". A number of other
locations in Idaho also produce gem quality garnets and are periodically
mined by hobbyists or professional collectors for the gemstone market.

Opal is the second largest contributor to the total value of gemstones pro-
duced in the state. The varieties produced include precious, yellow, blue,
pink, and common. The Spencer mine, the largest privately owned gemstone
producer in the state, in the major producer of opal and the source of pink
opal, which occurs as either pink common opal or pink-bodied precious opal.
At the mine the precious opal occurs as one or more thin layer, generally
1/16 to 1/4 inch thick, within common opal that has partially filled gas
cavities within a rhyolite-obsidian flow. About 10 percent of the material
is thick enough to cut into solid gems; the remainder is fashioned into

doublets and triplets.

The cut gemstones vary in value from 10 to 50 cents per square millimeter
for doublets and triplets, and $1 to $100 per carat for solid stones. In
Custer and Valley ocounties yellow faceting - and yellow and blue cabochon-
grade opals are produced, and are a favorite of local hobbyists. However,
they have nqt yet developed a wide market acceptance.

In addition to garnets and opals, Idaho produces a number of different va-
rities of gem feldspars. Adularia moonstone with white adularescense, or
the more desirable blue adularescence, is available from locations in Camas
County. Stones cut from the best of this material are as fine as the finest
blue sheen moonstones from Sri Lanka. Colorless sanidine and oolorless to
vellow plagioclase that facet very attractive stones have been recovered
in Freemont County, and oolorless to pale yellow orthoclase can be found
at various locations in Boise, Lemhi, and Owyhee Counties. '

In recent years an increasing amount of gem materials (smokey quartz, aqua-
marine, topaz, and garnets) have been recovered from the Sawtooth batholith.
A significant portion of the batholith lays within the Sastooth National
Recreation Area, which is administered by the Forest Service, Department
of Agriculture. Herein lies a possible major problem. The Forest Service
may prohibit the oollection of gem and mineral specimens from the National
Recreation Area under CFR Title 36,269.9b., which prohibits the removal of
"natural features of the land." It appears that materials are still being
collected fram the area, with it being nearly impossible to get oollectors
to report the value. Also, oollectors mislabel materials from the Sawtooth
Mountains to avoid legal problems. Hopefully, oollectors and the Forest
Service can arrive at some mutual understanding for materials to be collected
for hobbyist use, or possibly even for the commercial market, in oontrolled

amounts.

Jasper mining was beginning to make a comeback in Idaho, particularly with
the operation of the Willow Creek jasper mine. However, with the untimely
death of one of the partners of B & C Mining, the firm that was mining the
property, it has once more been returned to the hobbyist and professional
collector. Production of the various jaspers should be adequate to meet
foreseeable demand in the future.

Idaho continues to rise in the top ten list of gem producing states with
its wide variety of gemstones. Given the increased interest in domestically
produced gems, the future looks bright for America's "Gem State."

Do you have something you would like to share with fellow members? Just
send it in and, depending on space available, we will be glad to pass it on.




@Majestic
Gems & Garvings

January 23, 1990
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
NEW OPAL BOOK

Majestic Gems & Carvings announces the publication of Opal Adventures by Paul
B. Downing, Ph.D, author of Opal Cutting Made Easy.

Written in Paul's easy, entertaining style, the book takes the reader on an
adventure trip to Australia to mine opal. The book features the author’s first hand
accounts of his recent visits to the opal fields of Lightning Ridge, Coober Pedy, Mintabie,
Andamooka and White Cliffs.

Also included are chapters on history, new methods of finding and mining opal, the
formation of opal, American opal finds, cutting and setting, and the variety of patterns,
colors and backgrounds that are found in opal. ‘

Well illustrated with 32 color and 45 black and white photographs, maps, diagrams
and illustrations, the book is an up to date primer on opal and opal mining. Who said
learning can’t be fun!

Price is $19.95 plus $3.00 shipping. For further information, contact Majestic Gems
& Carvings at 3412 Monitor Lane, Tallahasses, FL 32312, Phone (904) 385-3732 or FAX
(904) 385-8736. ;

3412 Monitor Lane ¢ Tallahassee, FL 32312 ¢ (904) 385-3732 ® FAX (904)'385-8736




JACOB RICHARD SCH/MIDT
29000 DEL N TE
SUR CiTY, CAL. 9233l

Feb, 12, 1990

Dear Dick,

Because we feel that YOU care this is our "bowing out" (resignetio
the A 0 S.... Ne have truly found pleasure in our association with vou all
over these many years, but due to circumstances beyond our control all
good things come to an end eventually.... Firstly, the age factor is promine
nt, distance to drive and failing health (both of us) Lauritta is still
incapable of driving even the short distance around our local area anfi as
we always shared the wheel over the long trip into the "Big Citv" no releif
for this oldster especially if and it(is often) we hit a severs fog belt
near March air force base enroute home or even if we take the newer longer
route via Lake Elsinorédvery tireing. The few of your long standing membors
who are still active will be missed, and it would be enjoyable getting to
know the younger more recent membors, but...... Hopefully some time dur-
ing 1990 we may come in for a visit. Assumeing we will be welcome?

Would appreciate your giving our best wishes for success in the f
future to those of you who have been "holding down the fort" IF vou and
your adorable lady friend ever get in our vicinity would be delighted for

t

you to drop in and say Hi !

Always Just

2,
ff%é;/ 2 ;7i:;‘2557

JA¥Z & LAURITTA SCHMIDT

gake and Rita Schmidt havg g@ven unselfishly of their time and talents
Or many, many years and it is with regret that we announce their Tesig-

nation from AOS. We wish them both the best i
to their return visits. est of everyth;ng and look forward

THIS IS YOUR SOCIETY AND YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SO BE THERE ! ! ! MARCH 8, 1990 GENERAL MEETING




