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FROMTHE PREZ!!!

WORRY;WORRY;IDRRY!

Norwalk City Q)vernrnent backed out 00 our presentation to host out show in their City
Hall Atrium area.

'!he Ebard is still looking for a building with 6, 000 to 10, 000 square feet for our show.
Time is nmning out for this year.

HELP! If you can, by calling Joyce at (213) 869-0527, if there is sanething available
for a weekend in october or tbvernber for under $1,500. 00 total for the two days, to in-
elude, Saturday and SUnday.

'Ihe m=etings are being attended by fewer and fewer rrembers. en my presentation of dowing
and cutting cpal fran slides by our O1a.rter lvanber, Bill Judl, I received sane great
exc1arrations on the Black cpal pictures, interspersed throughout the pictures to show
what can comeout of Rough to finished stone.

One ccmnent fran a rrember was; "If I'd seen these slides before I started cutting, I'd
have had an easier time of learning what to do, with less mistakes on my part. 1/ It's
all a learning curve in the great oollege of Hard Knocks we go through, and if we can
be of help to 9UL' rrembers, please let us know and come out to cur t>.Orkshop at Etlith
Ostrander's house -in Whittier • She's a l:oard rrember, so call the number on the reck
of your newsletter for directions.

Gary sturdevant is, off to Co::>berPedy again for a oouple of weeks, and will get the latest
to you 00 his return.

Be sure to check out the General Mgeting page for the exciting things to cx:xne for the
June and July General Meetings. You WILLoor want to miss these.

Your Prez, Dick Koch.
==========================================================================================

THATI S NOT MYJOB Olips 'n Splinters, April 1990

'!his is a story about four people named Everyb:xIy, Scrnebody,Anybody, and Nobody.

'!here was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure the Sanebody would do it.
Anybodycould have done it, but Nobodydid.

Sanebody got angry about that, because it was Everybody's job. Everybody thought Any-
body oould do it, and Nobodyrealized that Everybody ~uldn~t do it.

It ended up that Everybody blamed Scrnebodywhen tbbody did what Anybody oould have done.

************************
Please think about this. Without the help of Sanebody, Nobody will have the American
Opal Society that Everyb:xIy enjoys and there will not be Anybodyaround to blame.

'!he Secretary



2. GEO NOTEBOOK

Market News
From Down Under

DemandforChrysoprase(Greekfor the stones tend to be slightly smaller perienced during the summer
Gold-Leek) is certainly very strong while retaining the same color and (December to February) have
right now. It seems like it was only quality. The sapphires mined in helped to dry the ground out and it
yesterday that if you got more than Anakie, Queensland are recognized is hoped that the region should be
a few cents per stone for as being the best natural golden yel- back up to full production in a
Chrysoprase you were well pleased, low in the world and the high month or so. Demand for the South
and now some dealers are selling 18 demand and high prices continue to Australian Opal continues to rise
x 13 stones for up to $7 a carat, reflect this. These stones are un- and production is unlikely to meet
wholesale. Chrysoprase is the most treated but the color is still superior demand. Prices are remaining
valuable stone in the chalcedony to treated Sri Lankan stones, with strong and with the lease for Min-
group and is very popular in Korea, the Queensland material possessing tabie is coming up for renewal
where it would. appear that they particularly unique shades of yel- amidst speculation that the
currently can't get enough of the low and gold. ~ Aborigines won't continue to allow
stuff. Practically ev- ,..-------------------------.., mining in the area.
eryday we hear about However, this is not
strong inquiries from the first time these
Seoul, as well as news: rumors ha ve circu-
of highest-ever prices. \ lated and so far the
Since the 60's the best : N.T. lease has always been
qualities have come \ renewed. However,
from Queensland (it is : with the higher costs
also found in South : Anakle • incurred in mining

I I

and West Australia) ~-------i----!.---_, here we have noticed
and the current prices W.A. ~Int.bie. Lamblna i OLD several people leav-
are certainly at one of Coober PedY. And.m~g.-------_~-_J'- ing the area to try
their highest points. !.'" I exploring around
Sapphires next, and S.A~OXbYi Reddestonecr.eic Coober Pedy and also

the gem fields of New l, NSW Lambina, a region 230
Adelaide h fSouth Wales are con- I -, kilometers nort 0

tinuing to -rnaintain Major Opal Occurrence I i '----\, Coober Pedy. Orig-
consistent production Mining Area • inally worked in the
of good quality 1930's, Lambina was
stones. However, \TAs mined intermittently
demand continues to V" from 1957 to 1977and
outpace supply. In- is once again seeing
deed, if sapphire production were Another known sapphire-bearing an increase in
doubled, demand would still out- area is just now going into commer- production. How important the
weigh supply and this increased cial production in Queensland- area will become remains unclear,
capacity would be absorbed by the Lava Plain is located near but certainly futher exploration is
market with no drop in the carat- Townsville and is producing fine warranted.
price. Thailand is currently the big- light blue stones, similar to Sri Another region which is expand-
gest buyer for Australian sapphires, Lankan with a good sized rough. ing is Roxby Downs. There is finally
with Bangkok taking about 95 per- There is some inclusion in this a sealed road to Adelaide and this
cent of the rough. Lately some of the material because the host rock is has boosted the population to 3000,
best stones have been retained in lava and the sapphires have not but more relevantly this has greatly
Australia where they are heat- been tumbled along a river bed and improved access to Andamooka,
treated and precision cut (as most naturally cleaned, as is usual. which is only 12 kilometers from
sapphires are treated in one way or Opal production in South Roxby.Production at Andamookais
another.) The best Australian sap- Australia continues to be below nor- still below normal levels but is ex-
phires are mined at Reddestone mal because of the very bad floods peeted to improve. •
Creek N.S.W. and it is this material which occurred during last years Contributed by Dave Unwin, Opex
which is being exported in cut form. wet season. Many of the shafts and Opals, Australia
These stones are generally a lighter drives are inter-connected and con- ----------,....--,....---bl Editor's Note: If you haoe in/ormation

ue, the best color being from one sequently several mines are still that you think should appear in tht "Geo
carat down, and are mined mainly completely inoperative. However, Notebook*, contact Colored Stone at 60
inwesternN.S.W. IneastemN.5.W. the very high temperatures ex- CMstnutAve., Ste. 201, Devon,PA 19333.

20 MAY/JUNE 1990 COLORED STONE
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Dick Koch
President
American Opal Society
P.O. Box 1384
South Gate, Californla 30280

May 21, 1990

Dear Dick:

It's been far too long since I've been able
to Join in the fun with the AOS and the fine
people that are members, past and present.

However, as the summer months are getting near
I think about the prospecting in the mountains
and the desert of California, Arizona and Nevada
that many of our friends will experience.

About ten years ago, we had an adventure that I
wouldn't want to repeat. Finally, I put the
story on paper ... a11 about a near disaster in
the Mojave, while on an opal expedition.

The story has never been published. You may
wish to do so in The Opal Express. Please do
so wi th my sa 1ute to the AOS. Who knows, it
may save a life.

~

l, h regards from, a klndred opalholic

iU~J\~ ~f/\s-~ ~
Jrry DOb~n <,

Larry's story described above will be p..lblished in serial form,

in three parts beginning with next rronth' s issue. took for it,

it's a grabber.

Thank you Larry for sharing this one with us.

==================================================================
Heart felt sympathy goes out to Edith Ostrander, one of our
Board members, in the loss of her son, Davi.d in a tragic accident.

Our thoughts and prayers are with you Edith.

-"-"-'- --_._ .._ .... - ..._-----
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FROM THE BOARD

It was decided at the May 24th Board meeting that the subj ect

of the Annual Opal Show be brought before the general membership

meeting for discussion. June 14, 1990 @ 7:00 PM.

Questions at hand are:
1. Where?

2. When?

3. How?

4. If?

5. Who?

Weneed as many active members as possible to attend this meeting.

If we are going to have a show this year, it is going to take

an effort on everyone Is part, not just a few.

If you can It attend but you have ideas, either call the office

(213) 869-0527, or use the bottom part of this sheet and write

a note and send it in. WENEED INPUI'.



AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.
GENERALMEFl'ING

May10, 1990

Our Speaker this rrorrth was cur President, Dick Koch, who gave a very interesting, as
well as infonnative slide show and narrative presentation on do~ing a cutting cpal.
Sane of the rranbers felt that if they had seen this showprior to getting started on
their own, they would have saved themselves a lot of time, trouble and ruined stones.

Mixed in with the slides on ooWing ~e a few outstanding examples of Black Cpal that
brought 00' s and ah's from sane of the audience. If you missed this ene, we'11 try to
get Dick to do it again in the future.
A special thanks to those whobrooght gcx:xiiesthis time, and to the Hud::Uesfor the usual
great job with the raffle.

=======================
The General Meeting for June will be held on 'Ihursday, June 14, 1990. our Speaker for
June will be !'bel Lamkin,well knownJewelry Designer. Noel will give us tips and explain
how to use the stones that you've already cut and want to set. Also the best naterials
for your setting and howsupp.lyprices nay affect your market value. 'mY to make it.
Plan oowto set time aside for this meeting, as I'm sure wecan all gain fran this.

=======================
Caning in July, Edith Ostrander has lined up Jessie Hardmanas Speaker for cur July 12th
meeting. Jessie Hardmanwill have a video presentation, self narrated, en Inside r-bscow.
nus will include segments 00 Russian Heritage and Red Square. I amtold that this pro-
gram is one really ~rth makingthe time to see. Try to makeplans for it.
==========================================================================================

THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.

WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPOR-

TUNITY TO SAY:

B A P P Y

FAT HER 5'

DAY

SEE US AT THE CULVER CITY FIESTA OF
GEHS JULY 7TII s 3TH.

HOURS ARE: SAT. 10-7·, SUN. 10-5

HE HAVE LOTS OF OPAL ROUGH AND CUT
:)TO~{iS. ALSO OTHER CUT STONES, FI!IDINGS
FIiUSiiED JEtYELRY, CRYSTALS AiID l-UNERAL
SPii;Cn1£..~S•

SHOWYOUR HENBERSHIP CARD FOR A 10%
DISCOUNT ON ANY PURCHASE AT OUR BOOTH.

SPACE

FOR

R E N T

Call ~213)869-0527



OPAL NEWS
(From OPALHOLICS Volume 8 No.2-1990)

There is a lot happerrinqin Australia, rrost of it <;PXl. '!be big newsis that there are
sane rrajor newfinds in Q:cber Pedyand Lightning Ridge.
In Ccx:>berPedy the rrain news is that there has been a great new find in the Hans Park
area. It is reportedly high quality arange-green crystal, the likes of \\hich wehaven't
seen here in several years. Since sane of myclose friends are \\Urkingthe area, I hope
to be able to bring back a lot of nice rough for you. It is also reported that there
were good finds in the Fast Pacific area, particularly along fault lines rrarked en the
newQ:cber Pedy Precious Stones Field Maprecently publishes by the Ceparbnentof Mines.
I also have friends \\Urkingin this area. My visit to Ccx:>berPedyshould be quite inter-
esting.
The second thing that has happenedin Q:cber Pedy is the discovery of a rrassive opalized
dinosaur bone, '!he bone is belived to be the thigh 0000 of a brachiosaur, the tallest
known.dinosaur. on.lyhalf of the bonehad been exposedon last report, rot it is expected
to be about 3.5 meters long (over 135 inches or 11.5 feet). '!here is no \\Urdon \\hether
the opal is precious (with play of oolor) or a:mnon (potch). It is 70 feet downand
probably weighs."several tons". '!be miners are drilling a second shaft in hopes of re-
rroving it in cne piece. By the time you read this' it should be on display in Q:cber
Pedy.
Next, efforts to ,get the Aboriginal Council to extend the area for mining a Minitabie
have been unsuccessful, Estimates varyI rot generally it is believed that there is enough
ground left in Mintabie for 3-5 years of mining. '!bus wecan expect this area to decline
in importance. In fact, it already is. But; then a stroke of the pen could bring it
back instantly.
Sane miners whorecognized the problemwent to another ridge knownto have opal. '!his
area, called Larnbina,has produced bYo good finds rot of the six companieswhich rroved
there, four have returned to Mintabie. 'Ibis one is too early to call.
On to Lightni..1"lgRidge~ The-reis a full scale boomthere. '!he NewO::::ocora.1'1arc-a (Opal
Adventures, p.46) has proven to be the greatest find in the area since the 'lbree Mile
Field which prt '!be Ridge on the mapin the 1910' s. (he report states that there were
200 mine lease registrations in five days and a total of 5,500 in the area. Stories
abound, one miner.claims to be taking $40,000 per day out of the ground. Another story
has calweld drill rocket bringing up $500,000 in stones at one time! Still another has
a single mineproducing $8 million in one day. Others have not been as lucky. But still,
it appears to be truly phencminal,
Youwouldthink that such a great increase in the suppl.yof high quality black opal \\Uuld
drive downprices. Not so, say myoontacts. '!he rich red on black stones found in the
NewCcocoranrival the best fran the 'lllree Mile. It appears the pent-up d:mandis so
great that prices have actually risen 10 to 20 percent. Q1econfirmed sale was for a
beautiful red en black at $9,500 per carat, the highest confirmed price per carat in
the recent ezperience of the Lightning Ridge Miner's Association. . '!be Ridge should be
fascination this year!!
OUrthanks to Paul D::lwningof Majestic Gems& carvings and the Opalholics publication.

HEALTH HAZARD - DIAMOND SPRAY
A warning fran Dr. !.eland W. Marple. Although I have just recently started to facet
stones, I have read extensively in various Plblications on polishing stone. No\\here
have I founda citation en the incredible health hazard associated with the use of 100,000
meshdfamonda::rnpound. People \\ho are knowledgableof aerosol technology are aware of
the passage of small particles, under 1 micron, through the lungs of nost animals. In-
haled dianond of 1/4 micron passes directly into the blood stream and ultimately lodges
in body tissue. I believe it approprfate to caution everyone to be exceedingly careful
whenusing dianondaerosol. Cet the diamondon the lap and not in the body,
via MayOrangeCoast Gazette, via April 1990 Pegmatitie, via Gemcarvers Guild.

----_. -.----------- -------------------



JACOB ~IC,"ARCl ..::X.'I)?
2 9-: ~C [)(L t.,A,O:,HE.

~ CITY, CAL 9.2J¥( May 7, 1<.1<.10 ?,

A 0 S
ATTN: DICK KOCH
Words are inedequate in expressing our appreciation for being made
a ~IFE TIME" memborship in A.O.S.
We have an abundant supply ot memories to review in our minds eye
over the past zillion years. Same tunny, a few sad, but none really
regrettable.
GOD willint{now that you will be back in Norwalk) next show promioe
to make a special effort to come in and assist you in the various
chores necessary to setting up etc. etc.

rb. 't:, "rrDue to an unfortunate surgory (grorn)~his Asthorosphic operation
on my knees responded adversely to reoommended Physical Theraphy! So!
I won't giTe up! Our prayers have always been answered in the past
eventually. .
We miss you ~ll already.

"- .»,

------ --------------



AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

DICK KOCH, PRESIDENT (213) 869-0041
HAROLD UMBERSON, 1ST VP (213) 693-7380
ROBERTA GLEDHTIJ." 2ND VP (714) 828-6850
BILL MEANS, TREAS. (213) 560-3965
JOYCE FUNK, SECRETARY (213) 869-0527
ROSS STAMBLER (213) 693-6898

RETURN TO:
AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.
P.O. BOX 1384
SOUTH GATE, CA 90280

N I
lCl..EGRAPH RD.
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DUNNING '.SANTA FE S
LIBRARY

NANCY MEANS (213) 560-3965
EDrTH OSTRANDER (213) 698-3985
HAROLD ANDERSON (213) 388-7425
CATHERINE OOI'EN (714) 220-5891
RICliARD HARVEY (PEND.)

FIRST CLASS

TIiE AJ~RlCAN OPAL secrrrr ~IEETS
HERE ON mE SECOND TIiURSDAY OF
EArn /vf)Nl1i ••• AT 7 :00 PM

PRINGS

---------- -----_ .._--- -_ .._--- -.----


