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FROM THE PREZ!

Howdy from Anaheims Quality Inn. | have been there and the room | ooks extra
nice, with rugs on the floor, “easy on zee feet”, acoustic tile and nice
colors, allow for a noise free, enjoyable area.

We're | ooking for sane happy hel ping hands to nan the doors, taking tickets,
denonstrating, selling in the Society' s booth, etc.

This might take an hour, or a couple of hours, in different areas. Al
‘volunteer help gladly accepted for both days, Nov. 3 & 4.

We have room for a couple of large dealers (2 or nore tables), or several
small, (1 table) dealers. The tables have gone fast since show time was
announced.

Sorry for any inconvenience as to show date, bit it was the only one Quality
Inn had open for us this year. W'Il try for Cctober, and all advertising
will be towards that end next year. WIIl give date at show tinme this year for
Cct ober 1991. (Hopefully).

Luky made a hit with those attending the July neeting, and after a talk on
m ni ng, showed his parcels of cut and rough opal. On his return froma fort-
night in Onhio, Indiana and Mchigan, he appraised the opal for Mke
Coppersnith of our Opal Society.

Seens, M ke has a nose for special sales at auctions and bought 1300 carats
of the top trays |I pointed out for him

M ke brought all of his opal for the August neeting and did a show and tell
on tow to boy $239,500 .00 worth of opal for under $30,000.00. That's what
Luky appraised it for, after 6 hours of sorting, checking finish and chips,
etc.

If you don't cone to the neetings, you don't know what is in store for you.
SURPRI SE!

Because of this higher grade material being shown, |’'ve been asked to do
anot her opal evaluation and appraisal on the Society' s charts.

Bring sonething of your stock in opals, and maybe you ‘Il get to know what to
| ook for and then appraise your own opals for their true worth.

Luky has shown us, that by buying better grade opal rough, you can expect
nore enjoynent and profit if you sell your works of art, when you buy $200.00
worth of $1500.00 an ounce nmaterial or a couple of nice stones that cut wll
sell for $400.00 - $800.00. You can't get a “Silk Purse” out of a Sow s Ear”.

Thanks for your support! Dick Koch
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CHI LD GEOLOGY
Vol canoes give us hot java.
Li mestone is a green tasting rock.
Quartz -—it takes four quartz to nake a gallon.

Rocks are gradually softened through aging — the first hundred years of a rock’s
life are the hardest.

Many holes in the Pacific OCcean would be fambus as mountains if they were not turned
up—si de—down.

Geol ogists tell us that Miine is slowy sinking. Wwen we first noticed this, we
fought Spain, thinking they were causing the sinking of Min.

The axis is only a nmake—believe line, but the earth still nanages to turn on it
somehow.

There is a tremendous wei ght pressing down on the center of the earth because of so
nmuch popul ati on stonping around up here.

For as long as the nmoon has been here it nakes a trip around the earth once a nonth;
there is not nmuch el se to do.

The worst thing about longitude and latitude and the equator is that they are only
i magi nary pl aces.

Hum dity is the experience of |looking for air and finding water.
One hundred humi dities equal one rain.

Wat er vapor gets together in a cloud; when it gets big enough to be called a drop, it
does.

Heavy water is with ships init.
Maki ng wat er takes everything fromH to O.
The snal lest thing water can be divided into is a drop.

There is nothing to keep a liquid from changing to another state. The M ssissi ppi
River, as we all know, does not have to stay in that state al one.

We say the cause of perfume disappearing is evaporation. Evaporation gets blaned for
nmany things; people forget to put the cap on.

Ni ght is when we get the shady side of the sun.

Sone people tell what tinme it is by |Iooking at the sun, but | have never been able to
make out the nunbers.

The earth hold everything with its grabability.

Vacuunms are nothing; we only mention them to let them know that we know they are
there.

A vacuumis an enpty place with nothing in it.

There is no air in vacuuns —that neans there is nothing. Try to think of it. It's
easier to think of something, than not to think at all.

Thank you “PLS” Bulletin July '90 via Snmoke signals (no date).
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Do you have sonething to share with the rest of us? Send it to:

The Anerican Opal Society, Inc.
P. O Box 1384, South Gate, CA. 90280



Third and final part of - A DESERT LESSON - by LAWRENCE L. DOBRI N 3

Swatting constantly, we rejuvenated our bodies and spirits on
Dani el 's crankcase oil coffee, whiling away the afternoon in rapt
attention to his tales of cow punching in Mexico and California.

On truly tender feet we hiked to the ranch in the late afternoon
where a considerate famly nmet us and ferried us to H nckley. As we
wheeled into the Hinckley General Store parking lot, | spotted a
phone and dashed for it to call our son Geg in Arcadia. Traffic
noi se on our end seened unusually loud as | explained to a relieved
Greg what had happened. dancing toward the road, | saw a veritable
convoy of Scouts and Jeeps roaring past us into the desert. The
pai nted nedallions on their doors |ooked rather official. O course
-—it was the Desert Search and Rescue Team | aunching their search
for us!

Just then a pickup with a CB aerial on the cab pulled up to the
CGeneral Store. Signing off with assurances to Greg that we'd get
hone pronptly and instructions to disband his rescue team of friends
and neighbors with thanks, | rushed to the pickup and explained in
abbreviated terns to the lady driver what had happened. | asked if
she could radio via CB to abort the Rescue Teami s vain search. She
tried, but couldn't interject into the flood of radio traffic.
Luckily, her husband was the Fire Chief of Hinckley, and she
hurriedly drove us to their home. Their neighbor, a nurse, came over
i mediately and administered first aid to Patti’s blistered and
badly swol I en feet.

The |eader of the Desert Search and Rescue team was finally
contacted. He sped to where we were in Hinckley, and | joined himin
the attenpt to gather the balance of the team Of we went into the
‘desert (again) in the gathering darkness. The roundup of the team
was acconplished with mlitary precision. Here was true training.
These fell ows knew what they were doing —it was m ghty inpressive.
The word had been relayed that the “victins” had been |ocated, and
despite their w de dispersal over desolate country, the team nenbers
congregated quickly at the common neeting point in the pitch dark.

A dozen or so vehicles fornmed a circle, headlights inward. Hot
coffee was passed around. Led by the Sheriff, a debriefing
nmet hodi cal ly took place, and | explained the details of our “desert
experience.” It was after midnight when we set off in a caravan of
three Scouts to retrieve and tow the car. | got the honor of driving
it out.

As we carefully picked our way through the darkness, the friendly
stars peppering the sky, | reflected on our ordeal. Mentally, |
ticked off sone of the | essons |earned:

1. Desert Trail guide books cannot account for the vagaries
and changes brought about by weathering of terrain, nor
can one rely upon mleages shown on sketched maps.

2. The scenic beauty of the desert is hostile to the
unpr epar ed.
3. Good physical condition and stamina are necessary for

any extensive desert hiking.



4. Information on destination and tinme of return should be
left with soneone at honme so that police or sheriff’'s
of fices can be contacted if necessary.

5. The Desert Search and Rescue Team in concept and
practice is a valuable organization; they are well-
trai ned volunteers that can save lives.

6. Never take the desert for granted! Always carry a two-
day’ s supply of water and food.

7. Carry flares and stay with your vehicle unless you are
physically fit.

8. Plan off-the—+oad trips in vehicle pairs if at all
possi bl e.

W returned to the desert nmany times since, enjoying its
i nconpar abl e splendor and collecting sone very fine naterial. But
never again have we underestimated its dangers.

Thank you Lawence, fromall of us in the Society, for this story,
we are sure everyone enjoyed and | earned fromthese experiences.

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHI NG YOU FEEL M GHT ENTERTAI NI NG, HUMEROUS OR
UNUSUAL? Don’t be shy! Share with us. Send your itenms to the P.QO
Box, and space pernitting, you too can be published.

VWHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHEN AND VHY

VWHO. The Anmerican Opal Society

WHAT: “The Opal Show’ - ACS s annual Show and Sale. “The” event of
t he year.

WHERE: Wiy, at the Quality Inn in Anaheim that’s where!

WHEN: Well, on two very exciting and special days, on Novenber 3 and
4.

VWHY: Well, because that’'s what we DO That’'s why we ARE the American
Opal Society. It's our PURPOSE, our GOAL, our REASON to be.
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OPAL TERMS
FROM OPAL ADVENTURES By Paul B
Downi ng, PHD

AUGER - A drill systemused to prospect shafts for opal

BALLLROOM - Wdening of a tunnel to search for a concentration of opal

BAROQUE - An opal cut into an irregul ar shape.

BASE COLOR - The background col or of an opal

BELLEWNI TE - An opalized fossil of an ancient squid-like aninml - see Pipe.

BLACK OPAL - An opal having a dark background or base col or.

BLOB - A roundish flat pancake shaped piece of opal resenbling a nobby.

BOULDER OPAL - An ironstone concretion with cracks filled with precious opal

BRI GHTNESS - The intensity of the flashes of fire conming fromthe opal

BROADFLASH FI RE - Sheets of color usually covering a |large section of the surface.
CABCOCHAN - The rounded shape used in cutting nost opals.

CALI BRATED OPAL - Opals cut to standard di nensions. They are usually ovals, bit may
be ot her shapes.

CALVELD DRILL - (Caldwell) A 36 inch diameter drill used to sink shafts.

CHEAPS - I nexpensive opal rough, the |least valuable part of a find.

CH PS - Small| pieces of bright opal often purchased by Hong Kong cutters.

CLASSER - An expert in rough opal val ue who separates and prices a niner’s opal

CLAY - See Kaolinite

CLEARI NG THE FIELD - Buying all the rough opal available on a field at that tine.
COLOR BAND - See Lines of Color.

CONCRETE -Cl ay cenented together with combn or precious opal

CONTRA LUZ - An opal which shows a play of color when viewed with Iight from behind
t he stone.

CRYSTAL OPAL - A transparent opal with bright flashes of color. Q-AZ~) - Opals that
have devel oped nmany little cracks.

CUTTI NG -The process of shaping an opal and through a series of finer and finer
grits, polishing its surface.

DOUBLET -A two-part stone consisting of a thin slice of precious opal glued to a
t hi cker stone background ( or a thin slice of opal topped with a quartz cap ).
DUFFER - A hole where the nminers did not find any opal

FANCY PANTS -Rare and unusual patterns that to not fit readily into one of the
common pattern types.

FAULT -A break in the ground usually associated with novenent. Thought to be a
gui de to finding opal

FI ELD - A conti guous area where opal is mned.

FIRE -The play of colors fromwi thin a opal caused by diffraction of |ight.

FI RE OPAL -The orange base color jelly opal usually from Mexico with or without a
play of color. Sonetines the termis incorrectly used to refer to any opal with a
play of colors. Opals with a play of color are correctly called precious opals.
FLASHFI RE - Larger areas of fire than pinfire and usually sonewhat irregular in
shape.

FOSSI CKI NG - Looking on the surface of the ground for opal. No tools nmay be used,
unl i ke noodl i ng.

FREE Sl ZE - Opals cut into ovals of non-standard di mensions.

G LSON OPAL - A synthetic opal originally made in Switzerl and

GREY OPAL - A light grey base color.

HARLEQUI N - A series of square or angular flashes of fire closely set together.
HYDROPHANE - Qpal with a porous structure which absorbs water. White when dry, often
transparent when wet.

Thl TF2~1 SITI OF FIRE - The brightness of the play of color in a precious opal

JELLY OPAL - A clear or translucent opal with only a blue iridescence and no play
of col or.

KAOLINITE - The clay in which sonme opal is found.

KOPI - See kaolinite.

LI NEN4AI NTS —Surface indicators of fault |ines.

LINES OF (XBXR -Precious opal flashes fornmed in nature as one or sore relatively
strai ght |ines.

MATHI X OPAL - Precious opal mxed with other rock

MAGPI E POTCH - A bl ack and grey potch from Sheepyard fields in Lightning R dge.



OPAL TERMS conti nued

MOUNTAI N OPAL - Australian opal found in a rhyolite simlar to Mexican opal.

MJULLOCK - The waste from an opal mne brought to the surface.

Nl GHT STONE - An opal which shows very bright play of color in lowlight.

NOBBY - A roundi sh opal found in the clay of Lightning R dge.

NOODLI NG - Searching through surface waste from a mne seeking opal mssed by the
m ner.

OPAL FIELD - A concentration of fields covering a substantial area.

OPALITE -An imtation opal made in Hong Kong.

OPEN CUT - A large pit dug to the opal |evel using a bulldozer.

PAI NTED LADY - A quartzite boul der containing veins of precious opal.

PATTERN - The ni xture of size of flashes of color.

PEGGE NG PARTY - The rush to peg clains in the nei ghborhood of a new find.

PI LLAR A portion of the opal level left in place to support the mne roof.

Pl NEAPPLE - Opal replacing a calcite crystal mmss.

PINFI RE -Snal | pinpoint circles of fire.

PIPE -A long round tube of opal. In Coober Pedy pipes are opalized belemite
fossils but in other locations they do not have any explanation for this peculiar
opal formation.

PLANT -Rough opal placed in a bag or tin box and buried for safekeeping in the
early mning days.

PCOLI SHING - See Cutting.

Pot ch - Conmon opal showi ng no play of color.

PRECI QUS OPAL - Opal with a play of color.

ROLLI NG FI ASHFI RE - Sheets of color which roll across the surface of an opal as it
is noved.

RUBBED - An opal that has been worked by the niner to deternine if it has potential
for produci ng a good stone.

RUBBI NG - The process of grinding away sane unwanted patch to expose the opal’s
col or.

SEAM OPAL - A relatively continuous sheet of opal found in a parent rock. It is
usual l'y horizontal or parallel to the surface.

SELF TIPPER - A bucket which automatically raises to the surface and dunps m ne
wast e.

SEM - BLACK - A nedium grey base col or a shade |ighter than true bl ack opal.
SEM - CRYSTAL - A translucent opal resenbling a crystal opal bit not as clear.

SLI DE —See Fault.

SLOCUM STONE - An imitation opal nade by John Sl ocum

SPIDER -A piece of netal with a candle stuck on one end and a spike on the other
used to provide light for mning.

STEEL BAND - A line of very hard sandstone often found just above the opal level in
Li ght ni ng Ri dge.

& N S1~E - An opal which shows a play of color only in bright sunlight. TAILINGS -
The waste froma mne, also called nullock heaps.

TOPS -The highest quality part of an opal find.

TRACES - Very thin lines of opal which indicate that a concentrati on nay be near.
TRIPLET - A three-part stone consisting of a thin slice of precious opal glued to a
t hi cker stone background with a piece of clear quartz glued on top of the precious
opal so the opal is sandw ched between the two stones.

VERTI CAL OR VERTI CAL SEAM - A seam of opal that is perpendicular or on an angle to
the surface rather than parallel to it.

VWHI TE OPAL - A white base color, sometines called nmilk opal.

W NDLASS - A hand wi nch used to wind rope, thus lifting a bicket to the surface.
YOMH NUTS - Snmll ironstone concretions with precious opal inclusions from Yowah,
Queensl and.
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TOGETHER ANOTHER ONE SOVETI ME. JOYCE



