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FROM THE PREZ!

The last meeting gave us two new faces helping our cause, and giving a welcominghand
at a most auspicious t~T€.

Jay Carey is the new ShowO1ainnan and was given all the pertinent data on Calendars
to get our show date into ann advertising that can be expended to further our show
locally.. Anyonewho woul.d like to get in on the advertising for the Society can step
forward and give Jay a hand by calling (714) 525-7635. ThanksJay.

Harold Anderson is our new Treasurer, welcomeaboard the new job. Harold has been a
Board Memberfor the second year now. He also belongs to other Rock Clubs, and is
familiar with the need to participate to keep things going for the Society. We'll ¥.Drk
closely with you. ThanksHarold.

If anyone has any ideas for a fund raiser at the show, we'd like to hear fram you. Write
to the A.O.S. post office box.

Our Showis on November2nd & 3rd. With the Showbeing held in the sameplace as 1990,
we should get a great turn out. This is early, but if you plan now, maybewe'll all
get some relief by asking for specific times to help, and being flexible enough to fill
in at odd hours. Thanksagain for your continuing help.

Your Prez, Dick Koch
===========================================================================

***** A SPECIAL GET WELL MESSAGE *****
It has cometo our attention that two of our membersare in the hospital, Edith Ostrander
and Rose Huddle. Both are in Whittier Presbytarian Hospital in Whittier. All of our
best wishes for a speedy recovery go to these two lovely ladies whohave workedand put
so muchtime and effort into our Society. GET WELL SOON, WE MISS YOU BOTH.
===========================================================================
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FROMTRINITYTAILrnGS, DEC. 1988, VIA SMSMATRIX,MAY-JUNE1989.

USEFUL INFORMATION
PRECIOUSMETALS- Gold, silver, platinum and palladium are known as the Precious ~tals
in the jewelry industry. They are also called the Noble ~tals by sane craftsmen.

BlI.SEMETALS- Copper, zinc and brass are called the base metals in the jewelry industry.

KARAT- Is a measure of fineness - 24 karat is the fine gold. One karat equals 1/24
( • 0417) • Thus 14 karat is 14/24 fine gold and the balance (10/24) alloy. If the gold
content of a object is less than 10/24 the object cannot be represented as karat gold.

mLORS OF GOID - Yellow, green, red and white are produced by variations in the alloy.
Silver and zinc tend to give a green color, copper - red, and nickel - white.

SOLID GOID - The term "gold" and "solid gold" mean fine gold or gold of 24 karat and
should not be applied to articles of lesser quality.

GOIDFILLED - Is made by joining a layer (or layers) of gold alloy to a base metal alloy
and then rolling or drawing to the thickness required.

ROLLEDGOIDPLATE- Is the same as gold filled, but usually of lower quality.

GOLDELECI'ROPLATE- Is usually made by electrolytically depositing fine gold on a base
metal. The plate thickness must be at least 0.000007 inches of gold. Items with a gold
thickness less that 0.000007 can be labeled gold washed or colored.

F~lli SILVER- Is commercially pure silver - contains no alloy material.

STERLINGSILVER- Is 925/1000 (92~%) fine silver and 75/1000 (7-hZs) copper. This pro-
portion is fixed by law.

mrn SILVER- Is 900 /1 000 (90%) fine silver and the balance copper. This alloy was used
for U.S. silver coins before 1966. New (fran 1966) dimes and quarters contain no silver
and half dollars contain 40% silver.

mMMERCIALSILVER- Is a term applied to silver that is 999 fine or higher.

FDREIGNSILVER - Contains varying percentages of silver. In some cases the fineness
is as low as 700/1000 (70%).

DANISHSILVER- Silverware made in Denmark is 830/1000 fine silver if made to minimum
Danish standards. 925/1000 fine silver is made for export.

SILVERPLATEDWARE- Is made by electroplating fine silver on a base metal alloy - usual-
ly nickel silver or Britania metal, sometimes brass or copper. This inexpensive process
was perfected for industrial purposes around 1840.

SHEFFIELDPLATE- (originally was made by bonding sheet silver to ropper, rolling, and
manufacturing into hollow-ware. The original process was abandoned about 1840 due to
the introduction of electroplating. Imitations are made by electroplating silver on
ropper and are sanetimes advertised as Sheffield Plate.

NICKELSILVER - So-called, is a composition of nickel, copper and zinc. (It cont.ai ns
no silver).

BRITANIAMETAL- Is a composition of tin, copper and antimony.

PEWTER- (Original) was primarily a tin-lead alloy. It is now made in a tin, copper ,
antimony composition similar to Britania metal.
==========================================================================================

********** IMPORTANT NOTICE **********
If you have not yet sent in your renewal dues for 1991, please do so now. Any members
who have not pain their 1991 dues by the end of March will be ctropped fran the mailing
list. vlhich means they will not continue receiving their news letter, and eventually
will be dropped fran the roster. Please do not let this happen as there is usually a
lot; of useful information through the newg letter as well as contact; with other members.

**********************



FOUR OPAL LOCALITIES
IN MEXICO
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~ LAPIDARY JOURNAL, SEPTEMBER, 1983
FCXJROPAL r.cx::ALITIES IN MEXIaJ

'Ihe maps accanpanying this article shaw four opal mining areas, ~ each in the states
f Nayarit and Guanajuato. 'Ihe index mapshowsthe locations of the rnappedareas in the
MexicanRepublec. The reaps ~re prepared fran topograI;i1icand geologic reapspublished
by agencies of the M2xicangovernmentat scales of 1: 50 , 000 and 1: 250, 000, aided by other
reapsmadeavailable to the author.

I.ocalities in the State of Nayarit, being near the ~st coast of Mexico,have a tropical
aspect, with heavy rains in the sumnerand early fall, and lighter rains in the winter.
Surrrnersare hot and humid, but winters are very mild and pleasant. In the State of
Guanajuato, where elevations are higher, the climate is drier and cooler. There are
rains in the sumner and early fall, rot the rest of the year is dry and mild, except
for occasional cool days in the winter. Opal localities in Guanajuato are in a region
knownas "EI BajIo," the fertile agricultural heartland of Mexico. Wherenot farmed,
vegetation consists of grassland and scrubby desert growth, with scrub oak woodlandin
hilly country.

By Edgar B. Heylmun, Ph.D.

A norteamericano (American)whowishes to visit opal mining areas should avoid the sumner
rainy season, and plan the trip in the late fall, winter, or spring. Spring is normal.Ly
the driest time of the year. Tourists shoud rot leave mai.nroads and highwayswithout
first makinglocal inquiries, and if visits to opal mines are planned, it should be deter-
mines if such visits are penni.ssable. Sanetimes, a fee is charged for collecting. Even
if the norteamericano speaks fluent Spanish, it is still a good idea to hire the services
of a knowledgeableguide before heading into the back country.

GEIJL(X;Y

Great thicknesses of various kinds of volcanic rocks of Cenozoic age characterize the
geology in both the States of Nayarit and Guanajuato. Dormant;and extinct volcanoes
are conmon , as both states are in the volcanic belt of central Mexico.
Gemquality opal is usually found in red, reddish-gray, or pinkish rhyolite and trachyte.
'Ihe volcanic rocks are usually vesicular, with opal being found as amygdulesin the rocks.
Someopal is also found in seamsand veinlets. Gemquality opal is rot uniformly distrib-
uted in the rocks, but is found in restricted zones at scattered localities.
As a general rule of thumb, though there are exceptions, Mexicanfire opal is found in
brick-red volcanic rocks, whereas varieties of precious (noble) opal are found in paler,
rrottled volcanic rocks. In I1lCU1ycases, the volcanic rocks are quite hard and opal is
difficult to extract. Sometimes,blasting is required in order to break up the rocks.
In a few areas, though, the rocks are deeply weathered and decanposed, so that opal is
easily rerroved.

state of Nayarit
Jala Opal District: A group of mines and prospects are on the steep rrountainside
imnediately northeast of the twin towns of Jala and Janulco, whichare 81 kms (50 miles),
by road, southeast of the city of Tepic. Even though the mines are only one to two kilo-
meters northeast of town, they are not easy to visit. There are no roads, and it is
necessary to hike steep, rocky trails to the mines, which are rrore than 400 m (1300 feet)
above the towns. It is reported that the rhyolite is decanposedin places, so that opal
can be screened fran loose debris.
The old colonial town of Jala is worth visiting, and somelike to take the 15 kilaneter-
long road to the microwavestation atop Volcan Ceboruco (2280 m, 7480 feet) r where there
is a reagnificent panoramicview.
La Curva cpal District: La Curva District is located in volcanic hills east of the
village of La Curva, 22 km (14 miles), by road south of Tepic. Minesand prospects center
about EI Divisadero Mine, on the west flank of Volcan MediaLuna, a low volcanic rrountain.
'Ihe group of mines is about five kilaneters east of La Curva and can be reached over
a rough dirt road. Another mine, La Guakalupana, is alongside the dirt road between
La Curvaand El Ermitano, about four kilaneters southeast of La Curva.



FUJR OPAL I.OCALITIES IN MEXICD (continued)
state of Glanajuato

HuanimaroOpal Districe: Most of the mines and prospects are near the village of
San Juan Grande, three kilaneters northwest of the town of Huanirnaro. Byread, huanirraor
is 24 kms (15 miles) south of Abasolo, and 47 to 56 kms (29 to 35 miles) from the city
of Irapuato, depending upon which route is taken. '!he mines are on the steep southwest
flank of a rhyolite rrountain knownas Cerro Huanirnaro(Cerro campuzano). Someof the
opal mines are easily reached just outside of San Juan Grande, but others are up on the
rrountain, 100 meters or rrore above the village. Cne mine is located near the head of
a steep, rugged gulch, 'Mellup on the rrountain, fully 300 m (985 feet) above the village.
Opal has been minedfran this area for over 100 years .~'

While in the area, somemight like to visit the ancient Indian ruins near the village
of Peralta, at the northeast base of an extinct volcano with the same name. Peralta
is about 19 kmsnortheast of Huanimaro.

--J

PenjarnoOpal District: '!he town of Penjarnois located on Highway90-110, 53 kms (33
miles) southwest of the city if Irapuato. The opal mines and prospects are in rhyolitic
rocks along the south flank of Sierra de Penjamo, a small rrountain range north and 'Mest
of Penjarno. None of the mines can be reached by read, thus making access rather dif-
ficult. The villages of caricillo, Pao Bl.anco, El Suaz, Plazuilas, El Cobre, and Las
Animasare strung out along the base of the rrountain, 8 to 15 kms (5 to 9 miles) 'M2St
of Penjarno. Trails lead out of the villages to the mines and prospects. Most of the
mines are on steep, rocky slopes 200 to 300 m (650 to 1000 feet) above the villages,
thus entailing rough hikes or horseback rides of two to four kilaneters to reach them.
Those whowant to visit the mines should hire an experienced guide in Penjamoor in one
of the villages.

MEXICAN OPAL

No fewer than two dozen varieties of opal are mined and sold in M:xico under varoius
names. Dealers even sell commonopal whenit is delicately tinted.
Four or rrore varieties of opal can sometimesbe found in the samemine. Valuable var-
ieties include precious (noble) opal, fire opal, girasol, lechosos, lluviznandos (rain-
fire opal), and harlequin opal. Goodspecimensof any of these bring high prices.

Precious opal is generally harder and rrore durable than other varieties. Highly prized
varieties of precious opal include one that is transparent and delicately streaked with
red, green, or blue, with a brilliant play of colors. Another valuable variety is a
misty blue stone with brilliant flashes of fire.
However, M:xico is best knownfor fire opal. GcxJdfire opal is conmonl.ya transparent
to translucent stone with hyacinth-red, orange, or sherry colors , It has brilliant
flashes of red, violet, and green fire. Flame opal and sun opal are varieties of fire
opal. Fire opal is nonnally a bit softer and less durable than precious opal, but speci-
menshave been found that endure for centuries.
Mexicanopal has a reputation for cracking and crazing after being exposed to atmospheric
conditions for a period of time. Sane opal will literally rupture as soon as it is ex-
posed in a mine, whereas other specimensmaynot begin to check or craze until manyyears
later. Mexicanopal also has a reputation for losing color and fire after being exposed
to atmospheric conditions for a period of time. On top of all this, muchM:xican opal
has a hardness less than 6. Muchof the bad reputation that M:xican opal has gained
is undeserved. Manyspecimens have been found in M:xico that can match any opal in the
wor.ld for hardness, brilliance, and durability. Superior and inferior opal can often
be found in the samemine, so it is a matter of culling specimensvery carefully.
Dealers often keep opal and similar minerals submergedin water, light oil, or glycerin
to best display the brilliance and color. However,whenpurchasing specimens, be sure
the opal is not being submergedto prevent it fran cracking or losing its color. Sane
specimens may start to crack as soon as they are dry. Better opal is often "aged" or
"cured" by keeping it under atmospheric conditions for manyrronths, or years to see if
it will hold its color and fire, and not crack or craze.

---------------- - ---
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February 14,1991
PUBLIC AHNOUHCEXEHT

The Pasadena Lapidary Society's thirty-third annual
Tournament Of Gems is scheduled for the week-end of

March 16th and 17th at the Lamanda Park Masonic Temple,

2425 Seneca Street in Pasadena and is open to the public.

Members will display jewelry, carvings, cabochons and

gemstone objects and will demonstrate how to facet, wrap

wire jewelry, string beads, carve, do silverwork and make

polished stones for jewelry.

Selected dealers will offer jewelry, carvings, gemstones,

gold and silver chains, necklaces, geodes, mineral specimens

as well as quality gemstone slabs.

Door prizes will be drawn throughout the two day event

with the grand prize of $50 being given away on Sunday

afternoon. Light refreshments will be available and parking

and admission are free.

Show hours are from 10:00 to 6:00 on Saturday and 10:00 to

5:00 on Sunday. We hope to see you there.

Respectfully submitted,
r11~ ~:t;
Alice Bast
Publicity Chairperson
(213)744-9089

._-----



PO Box 13811
South Gate, California 90280

1991

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

NM1E: --------------------------------------------------
AODRESS: APT.#: _

CITY: STATE: ZIP:------------------------- ---------- ---------
TELEPHONE: (-----
Mn1 BER NU MBE R (IF KN OWN) : _

RENEI,..JALFEES: CHAPTER
(OVER 65)

$ 26.00
21 .00

MEMBER-AT-LARGE
(OVER 65)

20.00
15.00

FOREIGN 25.00
AMOUNT ENCLOSEO:$ _ CHECK NUMBER: ---------'--
Please make your check or money order out in the proper
amount, payable to The American Opal Society, Inc.
and mail to the above address as soon as possible
to avoid being dropped from the mailing list.

Thank you for continuing to support your American
Opal Society.

Please remember to include this form with your check.



DICK KOCH, PRESIDENT
HAROLD UMBERSON, 1ST VP

2ND VP
HAROLD ANDERSON, TREAS.
JOYCE FUNK, SECRETARY
SUE UMBERSON

AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

(213) 869-0527
(213) 693-7380

(213) 388-7425
(213) 869-7510
(213) 693-7380

RETURN TO:
7he Am£Aican Opal Society, Inc.
P.O. Box 1384
South yate, Ca. 90280

WALTER LEi-'1TZ
13941 EL DORADO DR. 66F
SEAL BEACH, CA. 90740

ROSS STAMBLER
NANCY MEANS
BILL MEANS
CATHERINE DOTEN
EDITH OSTRANDER
GERALD "JAY" CAREY

:'\.

THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.
EDUCATIONAL AND INTERESTING

VISITORS ALWAYS WELCOME

FOR INFORMATION

LISTED ABOVE
CONTACT ONE OF THE BOARD MEMBERS

(213) 693-6898
(213) 560-3965
(213) 560- 3965
(714) 952-0159
(213) 698-3985
(714) 525-7635

-"- .•... :=.' --".-';'""---.
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