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FROM THE PREZ!

I'd like to take this fopportunity to welcome vyou all both new members
and old members to an exciting new year with the American Opal Society.
We are entering this year in a sufficiently strong position thanks mainly
to last year's President, Dick Koch, and our secretary, Joyce Wall.

In planning for the new year, our goal is to continue our rebuilding pro-
cess with the objective of making the club at the end of the yearthan
it is at the beginning: To do this we need to set some short term goals.

to -have an even more successful show this year than
we did last year. Under Show Chairman Walt Lentz we are already on the
way toward this goal. - The secret is to start the show planning early
and involve as many of our capable club members in the show as possible.

The first goal is

The second goal is to.have an interesting meeting each month where the
members can gather to enjoy the ambiance of the evening and learn something
“new on ‘opals or fewelrvy. With the addition of David Burton to the Boaed:
of Directors we are fortunate in having someone with a lot of contacts
in the industry and who will help us in our meeting planning.

The third goal is to revitalize our workshop program. The workshops pro-
vide the opportunity to socialize with club members while developing skills
at opal cutting and polishing under the watchful eye of senior Opal Society
members. Your President and the Board of Directors will be working on
this and will give you an update in coming Opal Express Newsletters.

As a longer term goal our objective is to restore the club toward the
levels of wvitality and influence that it previously possessed. To that
end we need to concentrate on making the club experience pleasant and
beneficial to all of its members. In that way we can increase our member-
ship, meeting attendance, economic vitality and all the other things atten-
dant with a successful and prosperous club.

Thank you, Gerald "Jay" Carey, your President.
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PRESIDENT
GERALD "JAY" CAREY
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT
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TREASURER
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JOYCE WALL
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EDITH OSTRANDER
NOEL LAMKIN
ROSS STAMBLER
DICK KOCH
CARLA MC CAGUE
GARY MC CAGUE

NPT T * ¥ * * k% * * * k¥ * k* *x * * *x * T

As in the past, all Officers and Board Members can be reached by calling

the office at (310) 869-0527, a message will be taken and the designated
Officer or Board Member will return your call as soon as possible.

If you have anything you would like put in the News Letter, please send
it to: THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.

P.O. BOX 1384

SOUTH GATE, CA. 90280
Items must be received by the 15th of the month to appear in the following
issue. Use your Opal Express to let the membership know that you are
looking for something or that you have something to get rid of, or if
you have an amusing or interesting article to share.
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The next meeting will be held on Thursday, February 13, 1992 at 7:00 pm.
Great Western Bank - 15359 S. Paramount Bl., Paramount, CA. 90723

The program planned for this meeting is a demonstration of wire-wrap to
be given by Joyce Wall. Even though she does not have the experience
that Clare Gagnon has, she hope to give an interesting and informative
presentation. If there 1is enough interest, possibly, at a later date,
a seminar could be arranged.

We look forward to seeing everyone at the meeting. Come on out, enjoy
the presentation, have some conversation and maybe, just maybe, some kind
of tempting refreshments.

REMEMBER T HI S IS Y OUR

AMERTITCAN OPAL SOCTIETY, INC.
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FROM: ROCK CHIPS - FEBRUARY 1992
PART-TIME PROSPECTOR UNEARTHS GIANT GEMSTONE

Bruce Parker, a weekend prospector at Hervey Bay, Australia, swung his

—. pick one day and found a mussel-shell opal worth nearly $2 million. The
Smithsonian Institution in Washington described the 505.5 carat gem as
"far superior" to the opals in its department of mineral sciences. The
Gemological Institute of America says the opal is one of the largest its
experts have seen, and the Museum of Science asked to borrow it for a
gem exhibition.

Parker discovered the stone, formed inside a mussel shell 100 million
years old, six years ago in the Grawin opal field of New South Wales state.
It is unique because of its size and because it contains the full spec-
trum of colors. o

Grawin, where the first Australian opal was found in 1907, is about 30
miles west of 1lightning Ridge black-opal mines. Australia produces 90
percent of the world's opals, and its annual opal sales totaled nearly
$75 million in the late 1980's. :

Since having the "Grawin Rainbow" appraised, insured and placed in safe-
keeping, its owner has waited for an investor of museum to buy it. He
said the opal, about 4 inches long, and just over 2 inches wide, was formed
by a mixture of water and silicon that seeped into the shell. "It could
have just as easily have been water and sand," Parker said, "but the water
and silicon combination formed the opal.

Finding the gem was pure luck. He said. "There were not any other traces
of opal to indicate its presence. I would have missed it had the pick
not exposed its colofT™ =

. His pick cracked open the mussel shell, exposing the opal. The other
mpiece of shell was about 11 inches 1long, with very Iittle opal inside.
»

Parker, 52, is semiretired from his auto mechanic's business because of
an accident. He began prospecting part time about 25 years ago.

Officials at the Australian Museum in Sydney and at Diamond House, an
Australian authentication company, asses the opal's value at abour 1.96
million dollars. The government told Parker that, because he 1is only
a part-time prospector, he will not have to pay tax when he sells it.

Cappers Weekly, Submitted by Palomar Club member, William Prosser.
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DENTURES 3000 YEARS AGO

It may amaze you to learn that bridges with false teeth were made 3000 years ago by the
Etruscans, who worked with gold. Dentures, including '"complete" dentures for people
with no teeth, were made in the early times from bone, ivory, and Hippopotamus teeth.
Sometimes the entire bridge was carved from the material and it was al! one piece that
fit in the mouth. ILater, individual human or animal teeth were used (usually sheep teeth)
These were mounted on a gold or ivory base. At the end of the 18th century, teeth were
made of porcelain and some individual teeth were mounted on gold or platinum bases.
Not too different from now, I guess, except for the price. BRECCIA

FROM - PSEPHITE, FEBRUARY, 1992.
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Anyone interested in advertising space may contact Joyce Wall, Monday
thru Friday from 7:30 am - 2:30 pm, at (310) 869-0527, or after 3:00 pm
at (310) 869-7510. 24 hr Fax. # (310) 923-4033.

At this time we have a circulation of 95 monthly across the nation, as

well as Australia and Hawaii.

An example of our rates would be for a Business card, $5.00 per issue.




PASADENA LAPIDA&Y SOCIETY
THIRTY-THIRD TOURNAMENT OF GEMS

DEALERS - DEMONSTRATIONS - SNACK BAR
SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 1991 « 10 A.M. to 6 P.M.
SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 1991 < 10 A.M. to 5 P.M.

LAMANDA PARK MASONIC TEMPLE
2425 SENECA ST. PASADENR

FREE PARKING & ADMISSION

SEE MAP | [
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< Grange Countp Genr and fHlineral Council

i

MEMBER CLUBS AND MEETING LOCATIONS

JRANGE COAST WESTMINSTER LIBRARY 13th ST. IN WESTMINSTER FIRST MON, 7:00 PM
TURN EAST OFF BEACH BLVD. BETWEEN BOLSA AND HAZARD {(714) 546-4359
CAPISTRANQ SAN CLEMENTE COMMUNITY CENTER MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM THIRD WED, 7:30 PM
VALLEY 100 NO, SEVILLE IN SAN CLEMENTE (714) 492-2319
SANTA ANA AMERICAN LEGION POST 131 1404 NO. GRAND IN SANTA ANA 3RD WED., 7:00 PM
GO NO. OFF 5 FWY AT GRAND OFFRAMP {(714) 731-1939
NORTH ORANGE ASSEMBLY HALL BEHIND LIBRARY 209S. ORANGE IN LA HABRA 2ND TUES 7:30 PM
COUNTY LA HABRA CIVIC CENTER AT EUCLID AND LA HABRA BLVD. (213) 865-2040
FACETERS GUILD  AMERICAN LEGION POST 496 5938 PARKCREST IN LONG BEACH 4TH WED. 7:30 PM

(714) 897-0358

OF SO. CALIF.

GEM- CARVERS
GUILD OF
AMERICA

SEARCHERS

AMERICAL COPAL

ONE BLOCK S50, OF CARSON OFF WOODRUFF

HINSHAWS DEPARTMENT STORE IN ARCADIA
CORNER OF BALDWIN AVE AND DUARTE ROAD IN ARCADIA

LAST SUNDAY - OCTOBER THROUGH MAY
1 =5PM (310)693-6139

3RD THURS 7:30 PM
(714) 9922757

ANAHEIM CULTURAL ARTS CENTER 931 NO. HARBOR ANAHEIM
2 BLOCKS SO. OF 91 FWY ON HARBOR BLVD

MEETS SECOND THURS OF APRIL, JUNE, AUG-0CT, AND DEC

SOCIETY CALL JOYCE =SEC= AT (310) 869-0527 FOR LOCATIONS AND TIMES
CLUBS NEEDING SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR GUESTS: ]
AUTONETICS MEETS 4TH TUES AT 7:00 PM AT 3450 MIRALOMA IN ANAHEIM CALL (714) 772-3995
LEISURE WORLD JEWELRY AND ALLIED ARTS CLUB - LAGUNA HILLS - CONTACT JIM PERLOWIN (714) 337~
7213
FIELD TRIPS « CLUB FIELD TRIP CHAIRPERSON PHONE AND NAME LISTED, PHONE = (714)
EBRUARY - MOST CLUBS GUOING TO ARIZONA EARLY IN THE MONTH
21-23 LAVIC SIDING 0.C. RADKE 847-3144
29-3/1 CADY MINS. N.0.C. BILL BURNS (818) 288-2836 év .
29-3/1 RAINBOW RIDGE AUTO. FOREST RHOADS 640-1562 .
MARCH ’
13«15 WILEY'S WELL SEA, WALT MROCH 326-2132
20=22 NEWBERRY SPGS., 0.C. GLEN RADKE 847=-3144
22=29 STODDARD WELLS AUTO. F. RHOADS 640-1562 = =
28 TIC CYN., (1DAY) SEA., MROCH 326-2132 Annual JUb,Iee Of Gems
APRIL Show
1«12 TECOPA PASS SEA. We. MROCH 326-2132 North Orange County Gem & Minérail Society
- s e . 8 7- .
1Q 12, %ORQNHSHOW o C‘ 8 ,RADKF WieHlak Saturday. March 28. 1392 10:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m.
12=19 HACKBERRY WASH S.A. H. DAVIS 542-8480 Sundav. March 29. 1992 1000 am 500
C(ALL CLUBS INVITED ON THIS TRIP) y. ’ SUA N T em
17=19 OWL HOLE N.O.C. BAILL BURNS (818)288-2896 §i§ —
25-26 HECTOR HILLS AUTO. RHOADS 640-1562 .
. » Dealers = 1
o MAY . 5 A5
INCLUDED IN NEXT BULLETIN - SEARCHERS EXTENDED * Displays” 1T] ///
TRIP WILL BE LATER THIS MONTH ENDING UP IN . Door Prizes _ Free
MONTANA. CALL WALTER MROCH (714) 826-2132 0 . Admission
+ Demonstrations
FUTURE COUNCIL MEMBER SHOWS AND COUNCIL - e
- Free Rock to Chiid Free
RECOMMENDED SHOWS ree riock o Lhacren Parking
MARCH 28-29 NORTH ORANGE COUNTY CLUB  —> ‘ o
s, . OKHURST Geodaes jor.sale — ~a maora
Y 2-3  SEARCHERS CLUB SHOW AT BRO S Sitting availabls Clubhouse
COMMUNITY CENTER IN ANAHEIM 200 W. Greenwood
MAY 15-16 WEST COAST GEM, MINERAL, AND FOSSIL Dealers w— mm“? |
SHOW. 60 DEALERS AT THE COSTA MESA . Dahnke. Int. ""; ; 3
« Hobbies Unltd. i ..
& 5 x La Habra
+ Silver Specialties Clubhouse
LaHaanwd,_
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MEETING: THE SECOND THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH AT 7:00 PM
GREAT WESTERN BANK - 15359 S. PARAMOUNT BL., PARAMOUNT, CA.90723
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