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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

At the beginning of the year we set several goals to strengthen and
revitalize the American Opal Society and to make it more beneficial
to it’s members. The first goal was to have a better show this
year than last. As show chairman, Walt Lentz is working hard to
make that happen, in spite of the current recessionary economic
environment. The second goal was to make the A.0.S a more
productive and pleasant experience for the membership. To this end
we have re-established the workshop and have initiated a Library so
that members can draw from bocks, videos, and other A.0.S.
materials. Tom Hays, with the help of Harold Umberson, moved the
shop equipment to his place of business at 454 S. Anaheim Blvd.
(Door #10), Anaheim, CA. This is a large warehouse with adequate
facilities for the workshop. A1l we need now is for a few
enthusiastic members to attend and use the workshop - as we used to
do at Edith Ostrander’s house in the past. Likewise, Carla McCague
has volunteered to head up the library function. At the present we
have a very limited selection of materials, but with time we hope
to build up this selection thru member donations of books and club
purchase of materials, etc. The third goal was to revitalize the
club thru increased membership and greater member participation.
To this end Ross Stambler has volunteered to spearhead the
publication of the newsletter, an extremely important function. He
is joined by Tom Hays and Louise Freshley who will aid in the
layout of the newsletter and Harold Umberson who will see that it
is printed and sent out. In addition, David Burton and Joyce Wall
have agreed to be a sub-committee to investigate ways to transition
the secretarial function once our present secretary, Joyce, retires
the job at the end of the year. We are all in a great debt to
Joyce for the contributions she has made to the A.0.S. over the
last few years and we understand her desire to be free of this
heavy burden in the future.

I feel that we have made a good beginning toward accomplishing our
goals, but we still have a long, long way to go. Our priority for
the next two months is to make the show an outstanding success.
Please call Walt Lentz at 310~430-1680 and volunteer your support
to him for this major and important endeavor.

Jay Carey
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ThelAmerican Open Society newsletter has been a bit delayed due to
typical, but hardly new, problems of over worked personnel.
Anyway, for better or for worse some volunteer help is going to try
to make amends.

Bill whittle showed up an the meeting of August 13! It was quite
a surprise for me, since I probably hadn’t seen Bill for at least
15 years. He came down from Lancaster just to see what was going
on with the Opal Society, and I think his rekindled interest was
inspiration for me to volunteer my efforts on this job. Bill
brought some old membership roster (1971-72 era) and when I read
them, I saw a whole parade of past members and individuals who I
had known or met through the years. I am going to use some older
lists to see 1f I can get some response from past fellow
opalholics. Bill also brought the sad news that our one-time
leader and founder, Bill Judd, had died about a month ago. Bill
Judd’s most recent home was in Arkansas, and therefore was out of
touch. Give a passing nod and tribute to this dedicated opal
person: there would be no A.0.S. today without him.....

Anyway, my friends, I am sure there are lots of you out there who
have a small warm place in your heart for the old Opal Society.
C’mon now, come on by, drop us a line and remember we are all
volunteers-~---send $10 to reinstate membership and keep us going.
Glen Briney, Don Hudson, Tom Alexander, Victor Mayo, Jim Sgro,

where are you?

As Jay mentioned the workshop is ready to go. If you are
interested, call Louise Freshley at 714-838-9262 and let her know.
She will give you directions, answer questions etc. If she is not
home, leave a message and she will get back to you.

1992 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE

NAME : PHONE:

ADDRESS: CITY:

STATE: ZIP: SENIOR: YES[ ] NO[ ]
CHECK NUMBER: AMOUNT : $

MAIL TO: AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.
P.O. BOX 1384
SOUTH GATE, CA. 90280

{Chapter Members $26. (Seniors $21.) Mambers—at-Large $20. (Seniors S15) Foreian $25.00)




Show chairman, Walt Lentz, asks that anyone who has demomstration
capability, i.e., wire bending, carving, etc., who can do so for
the show, contact him. He asks that you use the fTiers added to 2
this newsletteras reminders for the show or give to a friend for
same.,
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OFFICERS AND BOARD OF DIRECTORS
PRESIDENT
GERALD "JAY" CAREY
FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT
HAROLD UMBERSON
SECOND VICE-PRESIDENT
DAVID BURTON
TREASURER
HAROLD ANDERSEN
SECRETARY
JOYCE WALL
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
EDITH OSTRANDER
NOEL LAMKIN
ROSS STAMBLER
DICK KOCH
CARLA MC CAGUE
GARY MC CAGUE
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As in the past, all Officers and Board Members can be reached by calling
the office at (310) 869-0527, a message will be taken and the designated
Officer or Board Member will return your call as soon as possible.

If you have anything you would like put in the News Letter, please send
it to: THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, INC.

P.0O. BOX 1384

SOUTH GATE, CA. 90280 B
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THURSDAY Or EACH MONTH AT 7:00 PM

MEETING: THE SECOND
15359 S. PARAMOUNT BL., PARAMOUNT, CA T90V723
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